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The modern county of Forfar corresponds pretty closely 
with the ancient earldom of Angus, which, with the county 
Tbeesiidom HOW Called Kincardine, formed one of the tradi- 
orAoEui. tional seven provinces into which the kingdom of 
Scone was divided for the benefit of seven brothers in the 
eighth century.' The hereditary Pictish mormaers who ruled 
over these provinces had their counterpart in the Seven 
Earls who formed part of the constitution of Scotland until 
near the close of the thirteenth century. Matilda, daughter 
and heiress of Malcolm, the last Celtic Earl of Angus, con- 
veyed the earldom to her husband, John Comyn, grandson 
of William Comyn, Earl of Buchan and Justiciar of Scot- 
land. John dying in 1343, Matilda married Sir Gilbert 
de Umfraville, an English baron of Norman lineage, who 
thereby became Earl of Angus. He died in 1244, and 
was succeeded in the earldom by three 
of his line, whereof the first was Gil- 
bert, a famous knight in the wars 
of Edward I. against the Scots under 
Wallace and Bruce. He died in 1 307, 
and was succeeded by his son Robert, 
who served Edward II. as effectively 
as Gilbert had served the first Edward. 
But he was little more than titular 
earl, the substantial part of his 
inheritance having passed under 
dominion of Robert the Bruce. Gilbert, the son of Robert, 
assumed the title, and tried to win back the comilatus by 
supporting Edward Baliol in his attempt upon the kingship, 
' Skene's CeUii SaHltaid, iii. 42. 




Fig. a.— Seal of Gilbert 
Umfraville, Eail of 
Angus (IZ4S-1 307)- 
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but Robert I. had bestowed both upon Sir John Stewart of 
Boncle. Sir John died in 133 r, leaving the earldom to his 
infant son Thomas, by his wife Margaret, daughter and co- 
heiress of Sir Alexander de Abernethy. By this marriage 
the lordship of Abernethy and other lands came into 
possession of the Earls of Angus. 

Thomas Stewart, Earl of Angus, married, in 1353, Mar- 
garet, daughter of Sir William St. Clair of Roslyn,^ and 
became Chamberlain of Scotland,' an 
office in which he was replaced before 
1359 ^y Walter, Lord of Biggar, 
probably on account of certain doings 
which ultimately cost him his life. 
A variety of reasons for the disgrace 
Angus are mentioned by Bower 
■his oppression of the commons, 

disorderly life, and, lastly, his f'E- 3.-Seal of Thonrns 
alleged complicity in the murder 
of Katherine Mortimer, the Welsh 
mistress of David II.' The King sent him to prison in 
Dumbarton Castle, where he died of the plague in 1361. 
He left two daughters, Margaret and Elizabeth, whereol 
Margaret, the elder, married Thomas, 13th Earl of Mar, 
who had divorced his first wife, Margaret, Countess of 
Menteith, because she bore him no children.* During the 
Earl of Mar's life the two sisters, Margaret and Elizabeth 
Stewart, shared the inheritance, exercising joint superiority 
over the estates, although the elder styled herself Countess 
of Mar; but Mar died in 1374, and in 1379 Robert ri. 
granted confirmation of an agreement whereby Elizabeth 
surrendered all her claim to the comita/us,^ and Margaret 
thereafter assumed the style of Countess of Angus and 
Mar," Before the year 1357, William, ist Earl of Douglas 

' Dispenation gninled, June IJ53. — Fafal Letters, iii, 512. 

• ExcAtfuer Rolls, il i. 
' Bower, xiv. 24. 

• Rtd Bosk ef MaUtilk, by Sir William Frascr. i, 111-124. 

• AtitiqtiUits »/ Aierdamhire, etc., iv. i6a ' Frascr, iii. 400. 
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Sir James de Sandilands of Calder, whose wife, Eleanor, as 
daughter of Sir Archibald Douglas the Tineman [x.], was 
heir-presumptive to Isabel, daughter of the 2nd Earl of 
Douglas [xii.], heiress to the unentailed estates of her father. 
These estates included the lands of Cavers, with the castle 
of Roxburgh and sheriffship of that county, the town, castle, 
and forest of Jedburgh, the lands of Bonjedworth, the town 
of Selkirk, the regality of Buittle in Galloway, Drumlanrig 
and the lordship of Liddcsdale, Tillicoultry in Clackmannan, 
and extensive lands in Kanffshire. It would never have 
done to allow this splendid possession to pass away from 
the house of Douglas ; what means of persuasion this in- 
defatigable countess employed we know not, but in effect 
Sandilands yielded to her representations, and surrendered 
his presumptive rights in favour of the young Earl of 
Angus.* This he did by the advice and consent of his 
friends and relatives, and — a curious expression — after 
weighing minutely his own advantage [mea utilitale mulii- 
pliciter pensatd\. Truly it was an age when the Scripture 
was fulfilled to the letter — " Whosoever hath, to him shall 
be given, and he shall have more abundance ; but whoso- 
ever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he 
hath." For the countess was not satisfied in securing for 
her son the Lord of Calder's fine prospective inheritance ; 
she obtained for him possession of the castle of Calder as a 
residence for five years, coupled with Sandilands' under- 
taking to confirm any gift or bequest of lands which Isabel, 
Countess of Mar, should make to '■ hir lufide brothir George," 
provided the said George should engage to make over to 
Sandilands land to the value of 200 merks out of any such 
gift or bequest. All this was done, " the Hali Wangelis 
touchide," * and to the indenture the masterful countess set 
her seal, " in defaute that the saide George had na sell 
propir of his awyn."^ 

The Earl of Angus took no great part in publii 
although his name occurs in connection with several 



i- 35- 



' Tlie llaly Gospels having been loucheJ. 
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MARGARET OF ANGUS ANU MAR 7 

transactions of state. In 1402 he was despatched by the 
Duke of Albany with Murdoch of Albany and the Earl of 
Taku ort. ^^o^y t° reinforce the 4th Earl of Douglas [xvi.] 
Huiarat in his invasion of Northumberland, That expe- 

HmT'''" dition ended upon the disastrous field of Homil- 
don, where Douglas, Moray, Murdoch, and Angus 
were captured. Moray and Angus died of the plague, 
HiiduUi, contracted during their captivity .^ Angus being 
e. Moi. aged about four-and-twenty. He left a son and 

daughter by his wife Mary Stuart — (i) William [xxxix.], 
who succeeded as 2nd Earl of Angus ; and (2} Elizabeth, 
who married — first, Sir Alexander Forbes, afterwards Lord 
Forbes;^ and second, Sir David Hay of Yester, ancestor 
of the Marquess of Tweeddale.* 

Angus was survived by his countess, who afterwards 
married no less than three other husbands. Her second 
husband was Sir James Kennedy, son of Sir Gilbert of 
Dunure, by whom she had three sons, of whom the second 
was ancestor of the Marquess of Ailsa, and the third, James, 
became Bishop of St. Andrews, and filled an important part 
in the reign of James II. 

Her third husband was William, Lord of Graham, of 
which marriage the eldest son was ancestor of Claverhouse 
and the Duke of Montrose, and the second son became the 
first Archbishop of St. Andrews. 

Her fourth husband was Sir William Edmonstone of 
CuUoden, upon whom King James bestowed Duntreath, and 
by whom Mary became ancestress of the present owners of 
that property. 

Before following further the line of Angus, and before 
entering upon the bitter strife shortly to arise between the 
royal house of Stuart and the house of Douglas, it is in- 
structive to recall the number and closeness of the ties which 
had been formed between them by intermarriage before the 
close of the fifteenth century : — 



> OUigation by the Earl of Orkney to Williai 
fe now at HermutDn, quoted by Fnuer, ii. 33, note. 
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I. Sir WiUUm DougUs, "le 
H«rdi " [vi,], c, 1370 

a. Sir Henry Dougbs of Lugton 
and Lochlcven [xxix.], e. 
1325 

3. Jikmcs, and Earl of Douglas 

[xii,], f. 1371 

4. Sir James Douglas of Dalkeith 

hxx.], f. 1385 

5. Sir Wi!lia.m Douglas or Niths- 

da1e[«iv.], 1387 

6. Archibald, 4th Earl of Douglas 

[xvi.], .. 1390 

7. David, Duke of Rothesay, heir- 

apparcnl tothethrooc, 1400 

8. James Douglw, ist Lard Dal- 

keith [»ixi.], t. 1401 

9. Alexander Stuart, son of the 

Wolf of Badenoch, 1404 

10. John StuMt, Earl of Buchan, 

son of the Duke of Albany, 
i. 1430 

11. James "the Gross," 7th F::arl of 

Douglas [lix.], I. 1410 

12. James, Ist EatI of Morton 

[xixiii.], 1458 



Eliiabeth, daughter of Alexander 
the Steward, grand -aunt of 
Robert [1. 

Marjory, daughter of Sir John 
Stewart of Ralston, niece of 

Isabel, daughter of Robert u. 

Egidia, daughter of Walter the 

Steward. 
Egidia or Gelis, daughter of 

Robert 11. 
Mai^arel, daughter of Robert Ill- 
Mary, daughter of Archibald " the 

Grim," 3rd Earl of Douglas 

[xiii.]. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Robert 11. 

Isabel Douglas, Countess of Mar. 

Elimbeth, daughter of the 4lh Earl 
of Douglas [xri.]. 

, daughter of Robert, Duke 

of Albany. 
Joanna, daughler of James 1. 



At the death of the ist Earl of Angus of the Douglas 
line, his only son cannot have been more than four 
years old.' The lad's mother married her second 
iuun."lnd Bail husband, Sir James Kennedy, in 1409, when his 
ofAoKui, grandmother, Margaret, Countess of Angus and 
Mar, betrothed him to Margaret, daughter of Sir 
William Hay of Yester. The same tutelary mind probably 
guided him in adding to his already great possessions by 
acquiring, in 1409, the lands of Easter Cluny in Perthshire. 
In I42i,when Angus was nominated one of the twenty-one 



' A precept for the second earl's infeftment in the lordship of Liddeadale, by 
Robert, Duke of Albany, dated 27th March 1409, wherein the heit k described 
as of fall age [U^limt i/alii], seems inconsistent with this ; but William's parents 
were only married in 1397, and Sir W. Eraser eiplains the discrepancy by 
suggeslinga speciaJ dispensation. — Fraser, ii. 14, note ; iii. 49. 
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Fig. 5- — Seal of William 
Douglas, and Eitl of Angus 
(1402-1437). 



RET.URN OF JAMES I. 

hostages in security for the payment of James : 
the annual value of his estates was estimated at 600 merks.' 
Now that conveys a very indefinite 
idea to modern minds ; in fact, 
antiquaries are not quite unani- 
mous as to whether the annual 
taxation or the annual gross rental 
is indicated in this computation." 
Although thus nominated, Angus's 
name does not occur among those 
Bnally appointed hostages. Possibly 
the grandmother's prescient care 
for the line prevailed to prevent 
its heir going into a captivity which 

caused the death of so many noble hostages for King 
James's fickle faith. 

Howbeit, Angus was among the Scottish nobles who 

met their King at Durham upon his liberation, escorted him 

in triumph into his own realm,* and received 

junuac knighthood from his hand at the coronation at 

aUS^ Scone in May.* 

Of the jury of twenty-one lords who, on 24th 
May 1425, the King himself presiding, condemned to the 
scaffold Murdoch, Duke of Albany, his two sons, and the 
aged Earl of Lennox, there were four members of the 
house of Douglas, namely, the Earls of Angus and of 
Douglas [xiii.], Sir James Douglas of Dalkeith [xxx,], and 
John Douglas of Balvany [xxiii.]." The widowed Duchess 

' FaeUra, x. 307, 

* Mi. Cosmo Inncs went very fiilly into this problem, and came to iho coa- 
clu^on thai ore merk l«lid should contain 34^ acres of arable land [Smlluh I^gai 
AHtiguilies, p. 384]. This would indicate th.-it in 1423 Angus possessed 20,3oo 

s of arable land, but it is certain that at this period the system of land niea- 
It varied very much in the east of Scotland from that prevailing in the 
I vest. 

* Fadtra, x. 309, 344 ; Rtin, iv. 170. * Phisrarden, ii. 299, 

* Sit William Frascr here falls into the same error as he did about the ICail of 
Douglas [uii. ], alleging that Angus wks among those attested with Murdoch by 

rt of the King, This error has been shown elsewhere (vol. i. p. 151, neU) to 
e sriien from a misiiaiulation of a passage in Bower, xvi. to. 
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of Albany was imprisoned in Angus's castle of Tantallon,' 
which her husband himself had built during the King's 
imprisonment. 

Angus marched north with his King in the summer of 
1429 to avenge the burning of Inverness by Alastair, Lord 
Accampanies °^ ^^c IsIcs j and wKcn that Wild chicftain came 
Kinff James to do penance in shirt and drawers before the 

to tliB Hisli' 

i«niU,jniy King in Holyrood [27th August], he was com- 
'*^ mitted to the keeping of Angus in the tower 

of Tantallon. 

In the following year [1430] the Earl of Angus was 
one of the Scottish commissioners to negotiate with Eng- 
land an extension of the truce then existing. It was pro- 
longed for five years, and Angus was appointed one of 
twelve conservators to enforce its observance. Also, on 
loth November, he was constituted Warden of the Middle 
Marches.' 

In 1434 the earl was employed upon a delicate and 
possibly distasteful mission. King James 1,, in pursuance 
of his policy of striking at the tallest heads, had determined 
upon the ruin of George, Earl of March. Him, therefore, 
he put in ward in Edinburgh, and charged Angus to proceed 
with Sir William Crichton and Sir Adam Hepburn to take 
possession of March's castle of Dunbar. The garrison, in 
the absence of their lord, dared not resist the royal com- 
mands ; the fortress was surrendered and placed in the 
keeping of Sir Adam Hepburn. March's wide lands were 
annexed to the Crown, and the King cloaked his own law- 
less avarice by bestowing upon his luckless victim the empty 
title of Earl of Buchan.* 

The office of Warden of the Marches, .even in truce 
time, was far from being a sinecure, but Angus showed 
himself equal to the task. The restless Percys could not 
wait for the expiry of the truce. In September 1435 the 
Earl of Northumberland's son Henry crossed the Border 

' Tills ii known liy Angus appearing; as wilnr^ <u 

Inverness on ajOi July. — Xei'- Magni Sigilli, ii. No. i: 

' FrasKt, iii. 65. ' /iit 
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PIPERDEAN II 

with a force of 4000 men. Angus, accompanied by Sir 
Adam Hepburn of Hailes and Sir Alexander 
Piperduo. Ramsay of Dalwolsey, encountered them at 
t°cBiKr^ Piperdean on loth September, and there won an 
easy victory, in which the slain on both sides 
numbered only about forty, but fifteen hundred English 
surrendered to the Scottish Warden.' 

James I. was assassinated on 20th February 1437, and 
the last action in which Angus took part was the pur- 
suit and capture of Walter, Earl of Athol, and his fellow- 
conspirators. Angus died in October of the same year, the 
date being fixed by the retour of his heir.^ He 
married in 1425 the wife chosen for him by his 
Jl[«iii. oct»- grandmother, namely, Margaret Hay of Yester, 
who survived him for nearly fifty years,^ She 
bore her husband three 
sons — (i) James, who suc- 
ceeded as third earl ; (2) 
George, who succeeded tis 
fourth earl ; and (3) 
William, commonly called 
of Cluny [in Fife]. 

This William Douglas 
[xl.] was appointed guard- 
ian to King James HI. 
during his minority, and 
received from him before 
1462 some of the spoil 
accruing from the forfeiture 
of the Earl of Douglas and his adherents. Two years later, 
xL wuiiaia '" '4^4, King James appointed him Warden 
Dentiuat of the Eastern and Middle Marches,* in suc- 
Damuriei] cession to his brother the 4th Earl of Angus 
Wo~M7a- [xiii.], and at the same time committed to him the 
keeping of the castles of Douglas and Tantalton, with their 




Fig. 6.— Seal of William Douglas, and 
EbiI of Angus (1402-1437). 



' Bower, xvi. 24. ' t'rnser, ii 

* She w»s still enjoying het lerce in 1484.— /Wrf., 
*/tig. MagmSigUli, H. No. 773. 
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lordships. When the Sth earl, " Bell-the-Cat " [xliii.], came 
of age in 1470, William Douglas came before the King and 
ad eius genua prouolutus — resigned ward of Tantallon and 
the lordship of Douglas per fustem el baculum. in the said 
earl's favour. The lands which he received upon the for- 
feiture of his kinsmen, comprising Sunderlandhall in 
Selkirkshire. Cranston in Midlothian, and Traquair and 
Leithenhope in Peeblesshire, were erected in 1464 into the 
barony of Sunderland in his favour.* 

William Douglas of Cluny, sometimes styled lord of 
Sunderland and sometimes lord of Traquair, died, probably 
unmarried, before 147S, when his lands of Cluny appear in 
possession of the sth Earl of Angus.* 

James Douglas must have been about eleven years old 

when he succeeded his father in the earldom in 1437. One 

of his earliest public appearances vividly recalls 

jrd E^MUf 'h^ noble strife waged by the good Sir James of 

Aheui, Lord Douglas fviii.! in the days of the Bruce. The 

ofLiddejd«!e ^ , , . ■ .■ ,, r 

mod Jedburgh young Earl of Angus, presiding as lord of 
^°'^' Jedburgh Forest at an inquest held at " Richer- 

muderake " within that forest for the retour of 
" Jeorgius " Douglas as heir to his father of Bonjedward, 
imposed upon the said George a vassal's fee of one silver 
penny, to be paid annually, si petatur, on St. John's day 
[the anniversary of Bannockburn] at the earl's tower of 
Lintalee. This stronghold, therefore, so closely associated 
with the exploits of the Black Douglas, had passed into the 
hands of the Red ; and Black and Red were on the eve of 
mortal feud. 

The first act in that feud opened with the forfeiture of 
the Earl of Angus in 1445 at the instance of the Sth Earl 
u rorfdted ^^ Douglas [xx.], whose influence over the young 
t^ jBinu 11., King was at that time at its height.' The differ- 
"''***■ ence between the two earls probably took its rise 
ill the attitude of the Earl of Douglas towards the Crichton 



' R»g. MagniSigiUi, ii. Nu. 775. 
* Historieat Mamucripti Commisu 
*AiU0fParl. Seal., ii. 59. 



•I (Fourtli Repotl), App. p. 496, 
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faction, which has been pretty fully explained in the first 
volume of this work.* Godscroft afTirms that the feud was 
fomented by Bishop Kennedy of St. Andrews ; but it is 
difficult to hold a clue to the tortuous politics of that day. 
Angus certainly adhered to Crichton, who was besieged for 
nine weeks in Edinburgh Castle,^ and harried Douglas's 
lands of Strabrock and Abercom. When Sir Robert 
Fleming made a counter-raid upon Angus's lands about 
North Berwick, he was captured by Angus and compelled 
to enter into recognisances to surrender himself within 
eight days' warning at Tantallon or Hermitage. Godscroft 
testifies to having seen this bond, which was dated 24th 
September 144S, by which time Angus and Crichton had 
been received to grace on making their submission to the 
King. 

Before his temporary disgrace, the Earl of Angus had 
been granted considerable payments out of the customs of 
North Berwick and Haddington. Upon his forfeiture the 
collectors hesitated to make him the usual payments; 
whereupon he took the matter into his own hands, and 
made the collection himself.-"' 

Angus died in 1446.* He never married, although in 
1440 a contract of marriage'^ was concluded on i8th 
Mil dutb, October 1 440, between him and Joan, third 
**♦*■ daughter of James I. — the muta domina, dumb 

lady — who in 1458 married another James Douglas, the ist 
Earl of Morton [xxxiii.]. Perhaps Angus could not sub- 
scribe to the cynical doctrine that the only sure conditions 
of a happy marriage are that the husband should be blind 
and the wife dumb, or perhaps the contract failed of 

'Pp. 164-173. ^Auchinlirk, p. 38. 

' Exihtgtur Soils, v. gS, 115, n6, 117, 136, 144, 177. * Jtid., 177. 

* Godicroft saw the conliaci, and his statement concerning it is confinned by 
tile oGficial lecotd of its production before the Lords of Council and Seuion on 
7lh March 1588, in Ihe disputed succession of the G]enbcr*-ie Douglases lo the 
earldom of Angus. He allies that the marri^e actually look plnce, but his 
lefcrence to both contmct and marria^ etasH only In his uiiginal MS. at 
Hamilton Palace, and was Buppressed, wilh a great deal of other matter, in the 
"lion. — eraser, ii. 41, and note 4. 
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fulfilment because of Angus's death, Joan could not ha' 

more than twelve years old at the time of her 
betrothal, and in 144S she was sent to her eldest si.ster 
the Dauphiness, and was in France at the time that 
Angus died. 

George, second son of the 2nd Earl of Angus [xlii.], 
succeeded his elder brother James,' and greatly 
augmented the power and dignity of his patri- 
mony, to which end the final ruin of the Earls 
of Douglas greatly contributed. 

In 1448, after Percy and Ogle had burnt 
Dunbar Castle, and Salisbury had done the like to 
Dumfries, Angus joined his kinsmen, the Earls of Douglas 
Eioediti [''''■1 *"^ Ormond [xxii.], in a punitive expedition 
Into England, Into Northumberland. In June they pressed as 
'**^ far as Alnwick, which they burnt and " come 

hame wele,"' That sufficed to avenge the mischief done 
at Dunbar; remained the score for Dumfries to be settled, 

® which was done handsomely in July, when 
they laid Warkworth in ashes " and did gret 
scaith." ^ 
Never more were the Black Douglas and 
the Red destined to ride together upon an 
expedition against their hereditary foes. Bishop 
Turnbull of Glasgow and the two Crichtons 
took advantage of the absence of the last Earl 
of Douglas [xx.] in Rome in 1450 to persuade James 11, 
to the undoing of his too powerful subject. To this end 
the King made a hostile incursion upon the Douglas 
estates, killing many of his vassals and servants, and 

' The 4th Earl of Angus has been often declared lo have been ihe second son 
of Geoi^e, isi earl ; and Godscrofi's ei^planaiion of his true parentage, given in 
his MS., has been garbled into a completely contrary sense by his editors. 
[Ftaser, ii. 45, note.] But thai he was the son of the 2nd and not of the 3rd 
eail b proved by an explicit reference lo his lather in a document dated a6ih June 
1450, as Willielmvs Douglas corner de Angw, paltr eomilis medenii ; that 13, 
" William Douglas, Earl of Angus, father of the present eaii." — Prury of 
Coldingluim (StiiteM Society], 165. 

* AmchiHlcti, 37. ' Jh'J., 40, 
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destroying his tower of Craig Douglas in Ettrick Forest. 
Douglas returned, made his peace, and received extra- 
ordinary marks of the fickle King's favour in the shape of 
the remarkable st;ries of charters referred to elsewhere,^ and 
to most of these charters Angus was a witness. But within 
less than a year the Earl of Douglas had fallen under his 
King's dagger at Stirling, and the Douglasdale vassals had 
mustered in rebellion under the brothers of their murdered 
lord. 

What part should Angus take? The blood of his 
kinsman, so shamefully done to death, cried to him from 
the ground. Had he thrown in his strength with the 
Douglas cause, a!! the might of Scotland could not have 
kept the Stuarts upon their throne ; in the terrible venge- 
ance he might have exacted most men of that time would 
have held him justified, so profoundly were the claims of kin- 
ship held in respect. But, were kinship the question, Angus 
was nearer and more honourably akin to King James than 
he was to the Earl of Douglas. Through his grandmother, a 
daughter of Robert in., he was the King's cousin ; whereas 
to the 8th Earl of Douglas he was related through his 
bastard and incestuous descent from the rst Earl of 
Douglas. It would not suffice merely to remain loyal to 
Adheru to ^^^ Kiug ; morc was required from so powerful a 
juBciii., noble as Angus than merely to abstain from 
'**^ rebellion ; loyalty implied that he must be the 

chief agent under the King in suppressing and destroying 
the rebels. Angus remained true to his allegiance, with all 
its consequences. Upon his motives there exists no 
material for founding a Judgment. They had been clearer 
had the Red Douglas derived less direct advantage from the 
ruin of the Black, and refrained from enriching himself by 
such a large share of the spoil ; but let it stand to his credit 
that he dealt with the King's enemies as if they had been 
his own. 

When the 9th Earl of Douglas [xxiv.] and his brothers 
finally flung down the gauntlet and took the field in 14^5, 
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Angus received high command in the royalist army, and 
TheDoQ ui *''^ probably present with the King during the 
siege of Aljercorn. The Earl of Douglas ad- 
'"* vanccti to the relief of his castle, but the defection 

of his lieutenant, Lord Hamilton, made that a hopeless 
enterprise. Douglas, deserted by most of his forces, dis- 
appeared, " and men wist not grathlie quhar the Douglas 
was." * In fact he had fled to England, leaving his three 
brothers — Moray [xxi.], Ormond [xxii.], and Balvany 
[xxiii.] — to continue the unequal strife. These having ap- 
peared in Annandale in considerable force, Angus was 
despatched to muster the Border clans in the 
King's name. He encountered the rebels on a 
isthMay May morning at Arkinholm [Langholm], and 
completely routed them — Moray being slain, 
Ormond captured and sent to the scaffold, John of Bal- 
vany escaping to England. To the great Act of Forfeiture 
which followed, the Earl of Angus appended his seal, in 
token of consent and approval.- 

The Red Douglas received immediate and substantial 
reward for his loyalty in the shape of the great lordship of 
Douglas.' The charter conveying it, though 
dated i6th April 1457, probably only confirmed 
what had been informally transacted already dur- 
ifthAprii ing the troubled months that followed the fall of 
'"'' the Black Douglas. Thenceforward Angus used 

Lord Douglas as his second title, instead of Lord Abernethy. 
The King of Scots, having espoused the cause of Lan- 
caster against that of York, determined to possess himself. 
Wounded It '" Henry IV, 's interest as well as in that of his 
the liege of Qwn kingdom, of the long-contested castle of 
yd'A^i't Roxburgh. To this he laid siege in the summer 
'*'°" of 1460, and paid dearly for his intense interest 

in artillery. He was standing, with Angus at his side, 
watching the serving of a great piece— "ane gun the quhilk 
brak in the fyring"* — and was killed by the bursting 

■ Authinhci, 53. ' Aets of Pari. Sat., ii. 42, 75-77. 

' Fraser, iii. 86. ' Auckinltci, 57. 
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thereof- Angus was wounded by the same explosion, but 
not 50 seriously as to prevent him capturing the castle on 
the Friday following, and being present on 1 oth August at 
the coronation of James III. at Kelsa Although it does 
not appear in the printed editions of Godscroft's history, 
that author is the authority, in his manuscript at Hamilton 
Palace, for a certain incident which marked the ceremony. 
Some fuss having arisen among prelates and peers upon 
points of precedence and hereditary offices, Angus ended 
the dispute " in a substantial! and matirial maner," for, 
brushing all the great men aside, he claimed the privilege 
of bearing the crown upon such an occasion. Then plac- 
ing it upon James's boyish head, he exclaimed, " There ! 
now that I have set it upon your Grace's head, let me see 
who will be so bold as to move it." 

Great as the power of Angus had already become, it 
continued to increase during the reign of James III., who 
followed the same policy which so often pnaved fatal to 
the peace of Scotland, that of raising a subject to such a 
degree of ascendency over all others, that it became a matter 
of state policy to cast him down. Although Parliament 
had decreed that the wardenship of the Marches should 
no longer be hereditary in the Douglas family,^ yet Angus 
continued to exercise the jurisdiction of the East and 
Middle Marches, and, according to Pitscottie, was appointed 
Lieutenant of the Realm by the Queen-mother and 
Council,* At the same time he devoted great attention 
to the consolidation of his estates, placing trusted vassals 
in possession of his lands in various counties, and taking 
bonds of manrent and service from other lords and land- 
owners, independent, but less powerful than himseIC Thus 
he placed Liddesdale and the castle of Hermitage in the 
keeping of his kinsmen Sir Archibald Douglas of Cavers and 
his son William;* Jedburgh and Lintalee he committed to 
Andrew Ker of Cessford, ancestor of the Dukes of Rox- 
burgh : * Kirriemuir he entrusted to his own uncle. Sir Robert 

' Astsef Pari. Sml., ii. 4^ ' l-itscollie, j. 153. » Frasa, Jii. 78, 

' Onginal indenture >l Plijois, qaotci bj Fiaser, ii, 56, note. 
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Graham of Auld Montrose,' with whom also he effected an 
escambion of the lands of Earl-Stradichty and Balei^s, part 
of the old Angus estate, for Ewesdale, in Dumfriesshire.* 
Most important of all. Lord Hamilton of Cadzow, once 
right-hand man of the Black Douglas, had now [1457] 
given his complete adhesion and submission to the Red.' 
Other barons, not related to Angus, gave him letters of 
bailiary over their lands, so that the earl obtained complete 
control over them.* In 1462 Angus obtained a gift from 
the Crown of the whole lands, rents, and goods of all the 
adherents of the forfeited Earl of Douglas in Roxburgh- 
shire, always excepting certain of these which had already 
been given to the earl's brother, William of Cluny [xl.],^ 

Fig. 8. — Signature of Geoi^e, 4lh Earl of Angus (1457). 

In that same year Angus executed a singular, perhaps 
unique, covenant with King Henry vi. As already men- 
tioned, that monarch, when sorely pressed by 
atreitywiUi the Yorklst faction, had sought and obtained the 
""England ^''^ °^ ^^ King of Scots, In Consideration where- 
MDdNoverD- of he had delivered up to him the town and 
castle of Berwick. But, as if distrustful of the 
ability of young James ill. to render him effective service, 
should that be contrary to the inclination of the most 
powerful of his subjects, King Henry obtained from Angus 
a bond obliging him to serve in England with a stipulated 

' Papers al Glamis Caslk, qunicd by Fm.wr, ii. 56, note. 
' Fmser, iii. 434. 

* Original bond of manrent at Ilamilion Palace, quolcd by Frascr, ii. 57. 
' Letter from Sir Patrick Hepbiim of Wauchlon, in East Lotfaian, at Douglas 
Castle, quoted by Fraset, ii. 5S. 
' Fraxer, iii. 91. 
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force for the recovery of that realm from Henry's rebels 
and enemies. Henry, on his part, engaged, as soon 
as he should have recovered his kingdom, or the greater 
part thereof, by the help of Angus, " to make the saide 
crle sufficiantly and suerly after the lawes of England a 
duke witliynne the said reavme of England, with stile, 
astatc, honure, and name of a duke," together with a castle 
and land of the value of 2000 marks. Whereas this 
honour and possession might well prove inconvenient to 
Angus and his heirs, and their tenure the reverse of secure, 
in the not improbable event of war between England and 
Scotland, special provision was made for not interfering 
with Angus and his heirs fighting in all such war upon the 
side of Scotland without any prejudice to their English 
property and title. Such a remarkable document seemed 
to require special ratification to render it valid, therefore it 
was to be submitted to " our holy Fader the Pope, and 
by hym approved, ratefied, and confermed perpetuelly to 
endure." ' 

That there was nothing treasonable or underhand in 
this convention, is proved by Godscroft, who states that in 
his day King James's licence for its execution was in the 
Douglas charter-chest,* although it has now disappeared. 

At this time Louis XI. of France, uniting in the policy 
of the Scots to foment civil war in England, struck a 
Rriiereithe bargain with Henry vi., who pledged himself to 
Pnocbgai- restorc Calais to France, provided Louis would 
Alnwick, assist him with men and money. Louis sent 
'**■■ both, but with a somewhat niggard hand. Two 

thousand men, under I'ierre dc Brez^, Steward of Nor- 
mandy, landed in Northumberland and captured the castles 
of Bamborough, Dunstanborough, and Alnwick. The two 
first were speedily retaken by Edward IV., but Alnwick 
held out, and was closely invested by the Earl of Warwick, 
l^ngus, seeing a chance of beginning to earn his dukedom, 

rched rapidly to the relief of the Frenchmen with 

' Fia5tr, iii, 92. 

' MS. at tlamllloii Piitace, quoted by Fiaser, ii. 60, note. 
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20,000 men, as is reported. This force seemed to c 
the English, and they permitted a party, whereof each 
man led a spare horse for 
,*r^^*i«'^v ■SSj-rfS, ^ the garrison, to ride openly 

' lip to a postern gate and 

_ v. ithdraw the whole of the 

Frenchmen to security. It 
seems strange that War- 
wick did so little, and that 
Angus, doing so much, did 
not do more, and inflict a 
defeat on the besieging 
force ; but there is some 
idea that Warwick had no 
commission to fight the 
Scots, only to take the castle from the French ; and Angus 
perhaps acted wisely in being content with carrying out 
his immediate purpose. 

Death deprived Angus of the honours in store for him 
at the hand of the English King, for he breathed his last 
on 1 3th March 1463, and was buried at Aber- 
4th Earl of ncthy. Before succeeding to the earldom he 
*''*"^ ""■ married Isabella, only daughter of Sir John 
Sibbald of Balgony, in Fife, who survived him 
and married Sir Robert Douglas of Lochleven [xliv,]. 
Angus left two sons and seven daughters, whose blood 
still runs in many distinguished Scottish families: — 

(i) Archibald [xliii.], who succeeded his father as 5th 
Earl of Angus. 

(2) John, who probably died unmarried. 

(3) Anne, married William, 3nd Lord Graham, ancestor 

of the Marquesses and Dukes of Montrose, 

(4) Isabella, married Sir Alexander Ramsay of Dal- 

wolsey, who was killed at Flodden, ancestor of 
the Earl of Dalhousie. 

(5) Elizabeth, married Sir Robert Graham of Fintry, 
ancestor of John Graham of Claverhouse, Vis- 
count Dundee. 





CHILDREN OF THE 4TH EARL 21 

(6) Margaret, married Sir Duncan Campbell of Glen- 
orchy, ancestor of the Earls of Breadalbane. 

(7) Janet, married — first, David Scott, younger of 
Buccleuch, ancestor of the Dukes of Buccleuch ; 
and second, George, Earl of Rothes. 

(S) Egidia, and (9) Alison, about whom nothing can 
be traced. 




o. — Seal of George Douglas, flih Eail of Angus (1446-1463]. 

« Seftl of James, jid Earl of Angus, is simiior to the above (4lh E«tt).] 
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Archibald Douglas, sth Earl of Angus, popularly 
known as " Bell-the-Cat," was no exception to the rule of 
his race, which seemed to decree that the succes- 
sion should pass to a minor. He was probably 
1449,^ and would therefore be about 
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fourteen when he succeeded his father, the 4th 
oieaisi*. ^^^j^ j^ 1463. There had been concluded in 
1 46 1 a contract between the 4th earl and his brother- 
in-arms, the Earl of Huntly, whereby a marriage was 
arranged between Huntty's daughter, Katherine Gordon, 
and Archibald, son and heir of Angus,' This was to be 
purely mariage de convenance : " Alyschundir erte of Huntle 
and lorde of Badyhenouch " will be quite content, should 
Archibald or Katherine, either or both of them, die, that 
' Fmser, ii. 66, iii. 99. ' /Hd., ii 
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any son and heir of the " honorabille and mychti lorde 
Jeorge eric of Angowss" should marry any daughter 
whom he, iluntly, should have to dispose of. However, 
the contemplated union never took place. A noble more 
powerful than Huntly appeared on the scene before Archi- 
bald Douglas was of age to marry, Robert, Lord Boyd, 
to wit, who became head of the predominant faction in 
James iir.'s reign, and in 1468 the young Earl of Angus 
took Boyd's daughter Elizabeth to wife. 

If Boyd sought this marriage for his daughter in order 
to secure the adhesion of Angus to his faction, he was 
F»nofuie grievously adrift in his calculations. In 1466 
BoytU, 1469. he had scored a capital success by seizing the 
King, a boy of fourteen, at Linlithgow, being assisted 
that enterprise by Hepburn and Ker, vassals of 
ngus.^ Boyd was already Chamberlain and Justiciary 
Scotland, a very great personage ; the Estates now 
^appointed him governor of the King, and his eldest son, 
created Earl of Arran, married the King's eldest sister, 
Mary, designed by wise Bishop Kennedy as consort for the 
Prince of Wales. Having risen upon the wreck of the 
Black Douglas, Boyd seemed to be greatly strengthening 
his position by an alliance with the Red, who possessed ail 
the old Douglas estates. But high office was held by no 
more secure tenure in those days than it is in our own ; the 
difference then was that the loss thereof generally entailed 
that of the minister's head also. Arran went to Copen- 
hagen in 14G8 to negotiate the marriage of King Christian's 
daughter, Margaret, with James in. Returning to Scotland 
for further instructions, he went back to Denmark in the 
spring of 1469 to carry them into effect. His prolonged 
absence gave fine scope for intrigue to the opposite faction 
headed by Lord Hamilton. By some obscure means, and 
upon equally obscure grounds, they managed to poison 
young James's mind against his own ambassador and 
former favourite to such a degree that, when Arran returned 




24 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



from his second trip to Denmark, he was warned by his 
wife, King James's sister, that his life was in danger if he 
landed. Immediately he sought refuge at King Christian's 
court, whence he was hunted by King James's agents. His 
father, Lord Boyd, fled to England ; his brother, Sir 
Alexander, less fortunate, was tried for high treason in 
kidnapping the King, and was executed, all the Boyd 
estates being forfeited to the Crown. 

Angus was a minor at the time, yet he was present in 
the November Parliament in Edinburgh which condemned 
and forfeited his father-in-law. Boyd, therefore, took 
nothing from his well-laid scheme of a family alliance.* 
Angus, on the other hand, derived nothing to his detriment 
from the disgrace of his wife's family, for, in the year 
following, his tutor and guardian, William Uouglas of Cluny 
[xi,], resigned the lordships of Douglas and Tantallon which 
he had held during his ward's minority, and the King 
granted them afresh to the earl." 

Between 1470 and 1478 nothing of historic importance 
occurs in the numerous transactions in which Angus 
appears as taking part; but he emerged from this compara- 
tive obscurity when storm-clouds once more gathered on 
the Scottish horizon. James III. was neither a popular 
king nor a diligent ruler. The earliest pulse of the 
revival of learning was just beginning to make itself felt 
in the west of Europe; the King of Scotland, fascinated 
by that uncertain glimmer which foreran the daybreak of 
science and art, chose students and craftsmen as his in- 
timate friends, without regard to their birth or social 
standing. There is no surer source of bitterness and 
jealousy than the sense of intellectual inferiority. The day 

' Arran's mission was thoroughly well performed. He olitiiined from King 
Chrislian a dowry for his daughter of 6o,ocx) florins, for which, in default of 
payment, Orkney and Shetland weie given in pledge, and have remained ever 
unce in possesion of the moDarchsof Great Britain. It has never been suggested 
that Anan's wife was the chief agent in the ruin of the Boyds, but her divorce 
from him immediately after his unmerited disgrace, and her marriage with 
Hamilton, Anan's hitler enemy, almost warmnl the inference, 

* Fiaser, iii. 9S, t04, 109. 
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In the early fifteenth century rank was accounted every- 
thing, provided it could assert itself with might. Hence 
the Scottish nobles thought it intolerable that men of mean 
origin should be admitted to the King's confidence, and 
that his mind should be occupied with matters of which 
they had no understanding. They made no secret of their 
displeasure, and when they turned for redress to the King's 
brother's, Albany and Mar, James was driven to the 
unwelcome conviction that treason was in the air. He 
put his brothers in prison. Mar died in a dungeon of 
Craigmillar, not by natural causes, it was hinted ; Albany 
escaped from Edinburgh Castle and made his way to 
France. Mar's earldom, or the revenues thereof, were 
bestowed upon Thomas Cochrane, a builder, whom Pitscottie 
describes as being the King's chief adviser. 

Summonses were issued by Parliament in October 1479 
against Albany and his adherents, but at this Parliament 
Angus was not present, whether from disaffection or for 
other reasons, does not appear. Albany had been Warden 
of the Marches, to which post in April 1481 the Estates 
appointed the Earl of Angus. The national defences were 
hastily put in order, for everything pointed to a renewal of 
war with England. The air rang with the old note of de- 
fiance ; when the Scottish Parliament mentioned Edward IV., 
it was as " the revare [robber] Edward calland himself King 
of England." 

But Scotland was not whole-hearted as in the days of 
Bruce. Angus summoned his forces, but not to defend 
^ his King's quarrel. In May 1482 the Duke of 
hbnteifwith Albany landed in England from France in a 
Aibu7, i4«L yggggj comnianded by one James Douglas, and 
was conducted to King Edward's court. Under the title 
of Alexander King of Scotland, he then entered into a 
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bond with Edward IV. on precisely the old Baliol lines — 
homage, service, and all the rest of the sordid pact, coupled 
with the absolute surrender of Annandalc, Liddesdale, 
Eskdale, Ewesdale, and Berwick.' The Duke of Gloucester 
[afterwards Richard Hi,] took command of an English 
army of invasion, the Duke of Albany joined him, and 
tt^ether they sped for the subduing of Albany's native 
land. 

Angus has been suspected of being in confederacy with 
Albany all along, but there is no evidence to prove this.- 
One thing only is certain, that he risked the existence of 
his country in order to coerce the King, at a moment of 
extreme national peril, into compliance with demands which 
he and his peers may have deemed essential to the 
commonwealth. Undoubtedly his first duty was that of 
Warden, to protect the Marches, and this he wholly 
neglected. The English took Berwick [for the last time], 
and pursued their devastating march into Scotland. King 
James marched at the head of the army, assembled by 
his nobles, as far as Lauder. Unluckily he chose that his 
unpopular favourites, Cochrane and the rest, should march 
with him. Unhappy King! he had done better 
d( Lander to Icavc them behind, but perhaps they were 
j^*!bi '^^ "^"'y "'^" ^^ could trust. Their presence 
brought matters to a point. Angus and the 
other lords assembled in conclave in the kirk of Lauder, 
and determined to purge the court of the " fiddlers and 
bricklayers." All were of one mind about that, but which 
of them was ready to risk his head by taking the lead 
against the King? Lord Gray, not destitute of humour, 
compared the meeting to the mice who had decided it was 
expedient in the common interest to put a bell on the cat's 
neck. No mouse would volunteer for such a ticklish task. 

' Fardira, xiL 156. 

' Sir William Kiaser pouils out that it was dqi until sir months after this 
datp, July 14S3, that Angus vas nominated as one of Albany's canniitsioners to 
tienl with Kdward iv. ; and that Albany's agreenent to surrender a large tract 
of Douglas leiritory to the King of England cannot have been agreeable W the 
bead of the house of Douglas.— Fraser. it. 73, note. 
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" I WILL BELL THE CAT," crled Angus, and thereby won 
the name by which he is best known in history. 

Of what follows it is not safe to accept the account of 
Buchanan and others, who were violently prejudiced against 
the King. Nevertheless, Pitscottie gives so many pictur- 
esque details that it is impossible to resist the temptation 
to repeat some of them.' Sir Robert Douglas of Loch- 
leven [xliv.] kept the door of the kirk during the conference. 
Thither came Cochrane,* seeking admission. He had with 
him three hundred men dressed in his liveries of white 
doublets with black bands. He himself wore"ane ryding 
pie of blak wellvet, ane great chenzie^ of gould about his 
hallis* to the awaillour of 500 crounes, ane fair blawing 
home, with ane baitharage'' of gould and silk sett with 
pretious stanis. His home was typit witht fyne gould 
at everie end, and ane pretious stone callit ane burrial " 
hingand at the midst. . . . This Couchrane was so proud 
in his consait that he contit no lord to be marrow to him, 
thairfor he raschit rudlie at the kirk dore,"' 

Sir Robert Douglas stood at the kirk door ; to him 
passed swiftly the Earl of Angus, delighted at this chance 
of entrapping the upstart. The door was opened to admit 
Cochrane, and hurriedly shut to exclude his following. As 
Cochrane entered, Angus rudely tore the gold chain from 
his neck, observing that a rope would suit it better. Sir 
Robert Douglas pulled off the gay horn, with the taunt 
that Cochrane had been a hunter of mischief long enough. 
Cochrane may be excused for not understanding this horse- 
play. 

My lords," he asked, " is this mows ^ or earnest ? " 
Hard earnest," was the answer," and so you shall find." 



Mr. Hume Brown [Ilisl. ef Scallaiid, i, 277, note] sa)-s ihal Piiscoltie's 
•ccouni " bears on ihe face of il ihe characters of romance." Tossibly, and for 
■hat rEBSon is eiicellent reading, wiihout misrendering the main md knoun 
featares of the transaction. 

* riiscotlie calls him Eail of l\\ii, but although he bajd received a gift of the 
rercnua of the earldom, it is not certain that he assumed the title. 

' Chain. * Halse, neck. " Baldrick. 

' B«r)-1. 'Pitscottie i. 174, "Acting, 
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Then they marched him off to the King's tent, and 
there, in the royal presence itself, seized the other objects 
of their hate, except young John Ramsay, who clung to 
the King's person, and was spared because of his tender 
years. Cochrane and his colleagues were arraigned before 
a self-constituted court upon sundry charges, chief of which 
were that they had traduced Albany and Mar before the 
King, and had persuaded the King to debase the coinage, 
to the great injury of the commonalty. Even in feudal 
days prudent politicians were not neglectful of popular 
support Godscroft, who regarded the whole proceedings 
as highly expedient and justifiable, says that the accusa- 
tion was no sooner read out than a unanimous verdict of 
guilty on ail the counts was pronounced by acclaim. 
Before sundown, the wretched Cochrane and his fellows 
were dangling lifeless in halters over Lauder Bridge, 

Angus, having belled the cat to some purpose, was now 
leader of the rebellious barons. They carried the King to 
Edinburgh, in reality a prisoner, though he was treated 
with ceremonial respect, and to regain his liberty James 
had to come to terms with Albany. Whatever doubts may 
be entertained or urged about Angus's complicity with 
Albany up to this point, there are none henceforward as 
to his rank treason. Transparent stage management was 
employed to make Albany arrive in Edinburgh as the 
deliverer of his King, who, in affected gratitude, restored 
him to all his oFRces, and made him Lieutenant of the 
Realm and Earl of Mar. 

Modern politicians are pleased with the axiom that 
constitutional monarchs are allowed to reign, but not to 
rule. When and where was it otherwise ? Not in fifteenth- 
century Scotland, of a surety; nor anywhere else has there 
often arisen a ruler who was neither tyrant nor puppet. 

The seals upon Albany's commission were hardly set 
ThetTM before he and Angus, with almost incredible 
miAibanyand perfidy, fcnewed the treasonable pact with 
ogTii, t48j. gj^^jj jy Albany made his headquarters at 
Dunbar, in the castle of the disinherited Earl of March. On 
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12th January 14S3 he appointed the Earl of Angus, 
Andrew Lord Gray, and Sir James Liddell his com- 
missioners to proceed to England and negotiate with 
Edward IV. and his Council upon the basis of the abortive 
treaty of 1482. Upon the same basis, but not upon 
identical lines. Angus had not belled the cat without 
becoming conscious of his own importance ; therefore the 
former provision for the cession to England of Annandale 
and Liddlesdale was wholly omitted in the new bargain, 
these districts being chiefly in the possession of Angus. 
Moreover, in the interval Berwick had passed into English 
dominion, so the conspirators were spared the indignity of 
surrendering that important arsenal. 




iiTof^ iv^cj^J^ 



^ 



Fig. II.— Signature of Archibald, 5lh Earl of Angus (1484-1490). 

Angus wasted no time over this nefarious business. On 
I ith February he and his colleagues signed the convention 
^^ at Westminster, and his infamy was as complete 

the WMt- as he could make it.^ But he had overrated his 
^^J^ Hth influence with the Scottish nobles. The trans- 
Februry action at Westminster must have been reported 
in hot haste to King James's friends, and the 
news was of a kind to rally to him every Scot with a 
tinge of loyalty and patriotism. Scottish traitors and 
self-seekers parade on every page of Scottish history, and 
seem to 611 the whole field ; one is apt to overlook the 
shrewd heads and staunch hearts which do not figure so 
obtrusively as the others, but again and again it was by 
these that the kingdom was defended and its destiny 
wrought to the appointed end. The news from London 
must have called forth more solid support to King James 
' Fadira, ui. 172-176. 
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than Albany and Angus laid their account for. Nobles 
and people, indeed, had complained of their King and were 
Jealous of his intellectual favourites, but what warrant was 
there that Albany would prove any better ? How their 
support was given to James and what means the King 
found to exercise his power, must remain matter for specu- 
lation in the absence of all documentary evidence. Certain 
it is that on 19th March Albany submitted to his brother, 
acknowleged his treason, surrendered his lieutenancy, and 
bound himself to renounce every league and bond made 
with the King of England. Further, he was to abandon 
his intimacy with Angus, Buchan, and Athol, and "nocht 
hauld them in daily houshauld in time to cum," both he and 
they being forbidden to approach within six miles of the 
King's person.' Nevertheless, by an inexplicable excep- 
tion, Albany was permitted to retain Dunbar Castle and 
the wardenship of the Marches, the very last trust that 
should have been committed to a confessed traitor. 

Angus was deprived, as he richly deserved to be, 
of his offices of justiciar south of the Forth, steward 
of Kirkcudbright, keeper of the Thrieve, and sheriff" of 
Lanark. Henceforward his connection with Albany was 
at an end. That most per6dious of Stuarts, from whose 
rule it was in the mercy of Heaven to protect the Scottish 
people, had no sooner obtained the King's pardon than he 
resumed his intrigues with Edward iv. Having stuffed his 
castle of Dunbar with an English garrison, he took himself 
off" to England, where he found another Douglas — the 
exiled earl [xxiv.]— to conspire withal, and with him he 
made his last attempt upon his brother's crown [22nd July 
14S4]. The world was well rid of Albany when, in the 
following year, he was killed at a tournament in Paris, aged 
about thirty. 

King James's clemency to Angus was ill requited. On 

3rd June 1483 he appointed "oure welebelouit cousing and 

consalour Archibald erle of Anguse" keeper of the royal 

castle of Newark in Ettrick Forest for a term of five years, 

' ActstfParL Scat., lii. 31-33. 
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together with the lands of Hartwood and Berybuss.' In 
that month Angus was present in the Parliament which 
decreed the attainder and forfeiture of his quondam chief 
the Duke of Albany.* In i486 he was Warden of the 
Marches, and conservator of the peace with Henry Vil.* 
Little else is recorded of him at this time, save sundry 
transactions of a private nature, including two or three 
thoroughly unsuccessful pieces of litigation, in which one 
would be glad to discern the impartiality of Scottish 
judges in deciding against such a powerful suitor, but for 
the significant fact that in one of these pleas he was 
opposed by the Bishop of Glasgow, and in another by 
the Crown.* 

Circumstances had belied their unfavourable promise 
for the rule of James III. Albany was dead ; the last 
Earl of Douglas [xxiv.] was interned at Lindores ; Angus 
was on his good behaviour. Diligent, though abortive, 
negotiations were continually in progress for an alliance 
by marriage between the royal families of Scotland and 
England, and Henry vii. showed eveiy disposition to live 
at peace with his northern neighbours. James himself was 
now free for such a marriage, for his Queen Margaret died 
in 14S6, and in 1487 an indenture was concluded provid- 
ing for the marriage of King James with Queen Elizabeth, 
relict of Edward IV. ; and of King James's eldest and 
second sons to two daughters of Edward IV.* In all this 
it is difficult to see anything but the earnest desire of the 
two kings for the welfare of their respective realms. Un- 
luckily, there was a prophecy waiting fulfilment. In the 
year 1473 had been born James's eldest son ; in that same 
year a witch had foretold that the king should be destroyed 
like a lion " by his own whelp " ; and, as if James had been 
demon-driven, his best intentions were ever frustrated by 
the means he chose to carry them into effect. Ramsay, 
the lad who had been spared by Angus and his gang at 
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Lauder Bridge, had remained with the King ever since. 
James had made him Lord Bothwell,' and employed him 

as his confidential agent in all negotiations with England. 
It is true that, associated with Bothwell in this diplomacy, 
there were such persons as the Bishop of Aberdeen, John 
Lord Kennedy, the Abbot of Holyrood, Ross of Mount- 
grennan, and the Archdeacon of St. Andrews, but the 
nobles of old descent could not brook the upstart Ramsay, 
and the King foolishly deepened their hatred by decreeing 
that this very Ramsay should be the only noble permitted 
to wear arms within the royal palace. Besides, James had 
displayed unwonted vigour in governance of late, especi- 
ally in punishing the Crichtons and other adherents of 
Albany; those who had the affair of Lauder Bridge upon 
their conscience might easily suspect Ramsay of devising 
measures to bring them to justice also, and so discern their 
only safety in revolution. 

A small spark served to kindle the conflagration. 
King James preferred Stirling to all the other royal 
residences, for " he tuik sic plesour to duall thair that he 
left all wther castelHs and touns in Scottland, because he 
thocht it maist pleasentest duelling thair," - Nor can we 
condemn his judgment as a man of taste and learning, for 
nowhere else in his realm was to be found such a combina- 
tion of beauty in mountain and plain, woods and buildings, 
with excellent hunting and hawking. But James was 
never happy without literary society, which in those days 
was only to be had among churchmen. He had founded the 
Chapel Royal of Stirling, and, wishing to endow it so richly 
as to attract the most learned clerics, had done so with tlie 
revenues of Coldingham Priory, to which the Homes laid 
hereditary claim. The Hepburn s made common cause 
with the Homes in resisting the collection of these 
revenues, wherefore vigorous measures were decreed against 



' Not Earl of Bothwel!. a 
creation in favour of Patrick Hepbi 
and flight. 

' Pilscoltie, i. 200. 
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these two families, and the offenders were summoned to 
appear before the Council. 

Angus was named, with six other lords as commis- 
sioners to carry out this decree. In what degree they were 
worthy of this trust was to be shown within 
nbeiiioa, three days of the date of their commission, 
"***■ when Shaw of Sauchie, the King's castellan of 

Stirling, allowed the heir-apparent, who had been committed 
to his care, to leave the castle in charge of the rebel 
Homes, who were now openly in the field, with the Lords 
Gray, Drummond, and Lyie. To attract popular sym- 
pathy they gave out that they had assembled their 
forces for the protection of their prince, against whom 
the King had conceived the same murderous intent as he 
had been accused of bearing against his brothers Mar and 
Albany. 

It is by no means clear what part Angus played in the 
first act of the tragedy. Buchanan, who was prejudiced 
against King James, has a story that he received Angus in 
Edinburgh Castle, and endeavoured to persuade him to do 
his duty by assisting him against his rebellious son ; that 
Angus feigned consent, but, distrusting the King's good 
faith towards himself, sent warning to the insurgents and 
speedily joined them. There is confirmation of this in the 
fact that, although Angus docs not appear as witness to 
any other charters of James III., except three or four in 
1476, he does so appear on 4th and 23rd February, and 
on sth, 6th and 7th March 1488,^ showing that at the 
outbreak of the civil war, and for some time after, he 
■was actually in attendance upon the King, The Earl of 
Argyll, also. Chancellor of Scotland, who afterwards joined 
the rebels, remained at his post even after he was removed 
from it on 28th February to make way for Bishop 
Elphinstone, for he appears as witness to royal charters on 
20th March.* Among others who later on were active on 
the insurgent side, but who continued at court during this 

' Xig. Magni Sigilli, ii. Nos. 1702, 170S, 171a, 1713, 1715, 1716, 1717. 
* Ibid., Nos. 1709, 1711, 1719. 
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month, were the Bishops of Glasgow and Dunkeld. The 
probable explanation is that these prelates and nobles were 

xious to obtain their ends without war if possible, but 
were prepared for anything if they found the King obdurate, 
James sent ambassadors to France and England, craving 
assistance against his rebellious subjects. So did the 

urgents, at least to England, sending Argyll and Hailes, 
with the two bishops, on sth May. James also tried to 
treat with the rebel lords ; but they remained defiant, 
declining to treat for peace until the King should abdicate 
in favour of his son. Matters grew so threatening that 
the King, despairing of support in the south, went to the 
Highlands, where Huntly, Athol, Crawford, Erskine, Errol, 
Glamis, Forbes, Tullibardine, and others rallied to him. 
His second son was Duke of Ross; he. too, was a power 
in the north, and loyal to his sire. Good Lord Lindsay of 
the Byres gave his King a grey horse, which he pledged 
himself would gallop away from anything in Scotland, if 
only James sat him properly ! ^ 

The King, recrossing the Forth, encountered the rebels 
at Blackness,^ and is said to have obtained a success of 
arms. A bargain was struck between the two parties, the 
commissioners on either side being — for the King — Huntly, 
Errol, Marischal, and Glamis; for the rebels — Angus, 
Argyll, Ly!e, Hailes, and the Bishop of Glasgow, The 
Bishop of Aberdeen acted as president. Provision was 
made — on the one hand for the maintenance of the King's 
TrcatTor authoHty ; on the other hand, for his counsellors 
Biacknesih being prelates, earls, barons, and other honourable 
' personages. There were to be no more fiddlers 

and bricklayers. This agreement was signed by the King, 
who dismissed his troops and took up his residence in Edin- 
burgh Castle, Then the curtain falls for some weeks or 
months, leaving us to conjecture and weighing of proba- 

' Pilscottie, i, WJS. 

' This Ibrtress, so famous in Scollish history, was built on a rocky promon' 
ihe Firth of Forth, midway between linlithgow and Bo'nesa It is now 
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biltties. It rises again upon the field of Sauchie, close to 
Bannockbum of glorious memory. King James, shut out 
from his own castle of Stirling by his rebel castellan Shaw 
of Sauchie, turned at bay and formed line of battle against 
his own son, with whom was Angus, Of the course of the 
battle that ensued no record remains. James fled from the 
field alone; his horse [was it the gift horse — Lindsay's 
"gray curser"?] shied at a maid filling her can at the 
Mnnierof spring which bubblcs up beside Beaton's mill 
jameiiit., OH Bannock Burn; the King fell heavily to the 
lit jonei^w. groyj,^ ^„j ^35 carried into the mill, where a 
priest, real or feigned, took his confession, and then did 
him to death as he lay fainting on the pallet. 




VjZ-f oj^ evvt wM^ 



KlE. 1 



— Signature of Atchibald, 5lh EatI of Angus ( 1484-1490), 



Angus and his confederates immediately proclaimed 
the young King of Scots, but they allowed a fortnight 
to pass before crowning him at Scone [26th June 1488], 
What penance Bell-the-Cat thought fit to perform for the 
destruction of the King who had trusted him we do not 
know ; but James IV. being " ewer sade and dollorous in his 
mynde for the deid of his father," had the decency to wear 
in contrition an iron belt for the rest of his days, to which 
an ounce in weight was added every year,^ 

One of the chief causes of complaint against James iir. 

was that he hoarded money. Fabulous stories were 

current of the wealth stored in his black coffer, but when 

Angus and the other lords proceeded to make inventory 

' Pilscollie, i, 218. 
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thereof, they were doomed to disappointment. Certainly a 
coffer containing ^£4000 in gold was found on the field of 
Sauchie, and other treasure was recovered from different 
people ; but the reality fell so far short of anticipation that 
Parliament ordered an inquiry as to where the rest had 
vanished.' 

Bell-the-Cat acted as guardian to James IV, for a short 
time after his accession, his last documentary appearance 
jlap,, as gardianus being on 29th April 14S9. 

appoisted Almost the only transaction recorded between 
jl^itv., himself and his royal ward is the payment to 
**•* him by the King of one hundred rose nobles 

for a hawk.* 

The King's castle of Dunbarton was in the keeping of 
the Earl of Lennox. Suddenly, in April 1489, Lennox 
fortified that stronghold and his own house of Crookston 
against James, and Lord Lyie, who had formerly been 
in rebellion against James III., did the like to his house 
of Uuchal in Renfrewshire. Never was there a more 
hopeless insurrection, the ostensible object being the 
punishment of the late King's murderers and securing the 
better government of the realm. The Bishops of Glasgow 
and Galloway, the Prior of St. Andrews, the Lords Gray, 
Hailes, and Drummond, and some others, were denounced 
in the articles drawn up by Lennox as a " hewy and 
greit danger" to King and State, and their dismissal 
was called for. No mention of Angus nor of Argyll, 
albeit they were quite as deeply implicated in the fate of 
James III. as any of the others. 

Lennox's rising ended in the total rout of his force 
at Talla Moss by the royal troops under Lord Drummond. 
Angus, who ought to have been on the King's service at 
such a time, was absent in England. Incredible as it may 
New tr s»ii s^^™> ^^ ^^^ deep in the old game of treason 
cTtbeEaiiof once morc. Not content witli having deposed 
*^''"**»' and caused the death of James III., and with 
putting James IV. on the throne, he now entered into 
' Aclsef Furl. S^et,, is. 230. ' Tntuurrt's AccMUtl!, i. \qx. 





RENEWED TREASON OF ANGUS 



37 



deadly confederation with the new English king, Henry Vll., 
for the betrayal of his country. One cannot divine 
his aim ; perhaps it was personal pique at not being 
given higher office in James's government; indeed, at the 
moment, he held no important office except that of 
Warden of the Marches, which he proceeded to turn to 
the very basest use. 

Angus's old enemy, Ramsay, Lord Bothwell, finding 
the atmosphere of Scotland unsuitable to his health after 
the death of his patron, James ill., had migrated to 
England, and was already in the pay of the English 
Government, plying his keen wits for the capture of the 
young King of Scots,' Into his scheme Angus and his 
son George, Master of Angus, threw themselves heart and 
soul. Damp and vermin have played much havoc with 
an agreement drawn up between these two worthies and 
Sir John Cheyne and Sir Thomas Tyler, commissioners 
for King Henry, but, alas for the honour of the Red 
Douglas ! enough remains of the writing to convey to all 
posterity the damning proofs of his guilt — enough of the 
wax to display a fragment of the earl's well-known seal. 
Under this precious instrument " Archbalt Dowglas 
I erle of Angwish " and his son bound themselves to 
deliver the castle of Hermitage and lordship of Liddesdale 
into the King of England's possession ; to make no com- 
pact with and to render no service to the King of Scots 
without permission of the King of England, and to " labor 
and requyre othir of his frendes in Scotland to be bounden 
to hym [King Henry] in like wise." In return for this 
Angus was to receive lands in England equivalent in 
value to Liddesdale ; no truce was to be concluded with 
the Scots which was not acceptable to Bell-the-Cat ; and, 
failing such truce, the King of England was " to mak 
sharpc warre upon the Scottis, and spcciallie suche as be 
enemyes and adversaries to the said erle."" 

This document is dated i6th November, but the year 
illegible. It has usually been assigned to the year 
' Bain, W. 316, 319. ' iiiJ., 416- 
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1491, which the endorsement in a modern hand bears. 
But Sir William Fraser has pointed out that Angus was 
in Scotland in November 1491, and also in November 
1 490 ; whereas his first safe - conduct to pass through 
England with eighty attendants on a pilgrimage to the 
shrine of St John at Amiens was for six months from 
I2th February 1489,' and the second for a year from 
6th September.^ Of the first he did not avail himself 
immediately, being with the King on 26th and 29th 
April ; but he was absent from the Parliament of July 
1489, when his office of Warden of the Marches was 
conferred on Patrick Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell, and 
Alexander Home.* Everything therefore points to i6th 
November 1489 as the true date of Bell-the-Cat's treason- 
able bond with Henry Vll., which was probably executed 
at Berwick, Sir Henry Tyler, one of the English com- 
missioners, being then governor of that town. 

King Henry was to ratify the agreement with Angus 
under the great seal before "the fest of Saint Hyllary 
next comyng" [14th January 1490]; but there is no 
evidence that this was done, and it may have been in 
consequence of a breakdown in the negotiations that 
Angus was back in Scotland in April 1490. He was 
playing dice with King James at Linlithgow on the iSth, 
at Falkland on 27th June, and again at Linlithgow on 
26th, 27th, and 28th November,' whence it may be 
supposed that the King had no suspicion of his loyalty. 
But the secret negotiations must have leaked 
Ion Bsainst; out before July 1491, for in that month 
Angus, being at Perth, received an order from 
the King to ward himself in his own castle of 
Tantallon. This he obeyed, but proceeded to defend 
the said castle in October against the King in 
' Fraser, iii. 126. ' Reluli Scoliiz, ii. 491. 

• All! of Pari. Sial., ii. 214. 

* Triamrtr'! Aaaunts, i. 109, 133, 169-171, 180. Tyler, assigning 
Angus's treaty with King Heniy \a 1491, says tbat on his return ta Scotland 
Lyon King met him and conducted him to ward in Tantallon ; Init this is amply 
disproved by the entries in the Treasurci's AccouiUs. 
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person.' James and Angus were soon reconciled, for 
the King sent the earl a Christmas present of a black 
velvet gown lined with lamb's wool and " with bukram 
to the tail of it."" Still, Angus was not completely 
reinstated ; King James was not so simple as 
to allow him to remain in possession of the 
^^" principal door of access from England, and 
compelled him to give up Hermitage and 
Liddesdale in exchange for the lands and 
lordship of Kilmarnock,* the forfeited heritage of the 
Boyds. The grant of Kilmarnock was for life only, but 
in July of the following year Angus received a grant to 
himself and his heirs of the barony and castle of Bothwell.* 
These were part of the lands forfeited by the last Earl 
of Douglas [xxiv.] in 1455, and had been bestowed by 
James III. upon his favourite, John Ramsay, Lord Bothwell; 
upon whose forfeiture in 148S, James iv. granted them to 
Sir Patrick Hepburn of Hailes, created Earl of Bothwell. 
By the redistribution of 1 491, Hermitage and Liddesdale, 
over which the stars and heart had waved so long, passed 
into the hands of the new Earl of Bothwell, and were lost 
to the Douglas for ever; but Bothwell barony and castle 
are still owned by the Earl of Home, who represents the 
Douglas in the female line.* 

From this time forward the Earl of Angus seems to 
have enjoyed the full confidence of his King, for in 1492 
he became Chancellor of Scotland, and during the five 
years which he held it a good deal of useful legislation 

' Ty-lasuret's Accounts, i. pp. crii, 180. ^ Ihid., i, 188, 

* Fraset, iii. 127. * Ibid., 134. 

* Godscroft alludes in his MS. hbtoiy to the treasonable dealings of Anfiiis 
with England as an allied cause for the loss of Liddesdale, but this was catc- 
fally sopptcssed by his jealous editors, and only the alternative itory quoted by 
Godscioft was allowed to appeur in print. It was to this effect : A discussion 
having ariGen at the King's table about the relalire physical merits of the lords 
at court, Angus wns pronounced by general consent to be the " prettiest man." 
Spence of Kilspindy remarked eynienliy, " True enough, if all be good that is 
upcome." To avenge this tnunt, Angus waylaid Spence near Fala and slew 
him ; whetefore, say; Godscroft, the King, to mark his displeasure, inusled 
that he should exchange Liddesdale for Bothwell. 
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was accomplished.' True to the policy of his family, Angus 
continued to add to his already great posses- 
orscoUud, sions, receiving in 1496 the lands and lordship 
>«^>«7' qC Cra^^rford in Lanarkshire, forfeited by the 5th 
Earl of Crawford, who had been made Duke of Montrose,^ 
and those of Braidwood in 1497.^ When he laid down his 
office of chancellor in 1 497 he was appointed Warden of the 
Middle Marches and justiciar of Eskdale and Ewesdale. 

At this time the Earl of Angus retired from public 
life, and for some years there are very few notices of him 
in extant documents. His first countess, Elizabeth Boyd, 
was dead, and in 1498 Angus made a contract of marriage 
with the beautiful Janet, daughter of John, Lord Kennedy, 
Betrothfti bestowing upon her his lands of Braidwood and 
tojinet Crawford - Lindsay in liferent* But Janet had 
""" '■' an even nobler quarry in view, and became the 
mistress of James iv., to whom, in 1501, she bore a son, 
afterwards to become James, Earl of Moray,* It is not 
clear whether Angus and Janet were ever married ; if so, 
her liaison with the King must have brought about her 
divorce, for in 1500 the earl married Katherine, daughter 
of Sir William Stirling of Keir, to whom he made grant of 
his earldom of Angus and lordship of Kirriemuir, to be held 
by her and any heir-male whom she might bear to him.* 
That Janet Kennedy claimed to be the wife of Angus is 
clear from the terms in which, long after his death, in I J 3 1 , 

' Aels of P^l. Sret., ii. 231-137. 

' Frascr, iii. 15a. John, 6th Eail of Crawford, opposed this grant, but on 
airuigement wis made by deciee-BrbiUal uodei which Ciawford renouoced his 
claim in considctatioD of receiving the superiority of 100 merhs liuid in the 
earidom of Angus, and three acres of land in Crawford- Lindsay, "for the 
I and keeping of his stile of the erledome of Crawfurd," — /Od., 



ISS- 



'Hid., . 



* Rig. MagniSigiUi, ii. Nos. 2434, 2457. 
n the Diciitnary of National Biography that Angus married 
" Lady J.inet Kennedy, a discarded mistress of James iv,," is wholly incorrect. 
James stole het away from Angus, and can scarcely be said to have ' ' discarded " 
het, seeing that by a charier dated 1st June 1501 lie granted her the lands and 
castle of Domaway in liferent, so long as she remained with her son, and 
without husband or any other man. — tbid., iL No. 2585. 
' Ibid., iL No. 2539. 
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she founded a prebend in the Collegiate Church of St. 
Mary-in- the- Fields, near Edinburgh, for the welfare of the 
soul of the late Archibald, Earl of Angus, formerly her 
husband ; but in the charter conveying the same she styles 
herself simply Joneta Kennedy domina de BothuUe — Janet 
Kennedy lady of Bothwell ; ' nor is she mentioned as Countess 
of Angus in any extant document. 

Perhaps it was owing either to Angus's refusal to marry 
Janet Kennedy because of her amour with the King, or, 
if he had already married her, to his having 



CuUe. ijDi- he fell once more into disgrace and was warded 
for some months in Dunbarton Castle from 
December 1501. He did not regain his liberty until after 
he had complied with the King's demand for the resigna- 
tion of Eskdale,^ which James was determined to reduce 
to law and order. James was an active and conscientious 
ruler, and visited Eskdale in person in 1504, carrying with 
him ample provision of new ropes for the hanging of 
thieves. After courts had been held at Canonbie, Loch- 
maben, and Dumfries, these ropes could no longer be 
described as new. 

Further proceedings in consequence of the Kennedy 
entanglement took place in 1510, when the barony of 
Crawford- Lindsay was forfeited, on the plea that Angus 
had bestowed it upon the faithless Janet without the 

^ King's consent; but in the following January it was 
granted to the Master of Angus [xlv.] with provision that 
Jn all future time it should be known as Crawford-Douglas,' 

' CfUegiaie CAurrics ef Midlolkian [Bannatync Club], p, 268. It is to be 
noted that Jaael Kennedy in styling herseK Lady of Bolhwell, did so in virtue 
of a deed of infcftmeDt in that loidship foe hei life, gianted lo her by Angus, 
7th Febniary 1510, on her tenoundng the lands of Crawford -Lindsay and 
BmJdwood \Reg. Magni Sigilli, n. No. 3413]. Moreover, Janet hud an earlier 
claim over part of the Bothwell barony, !ot in 1500, Angtia, in giving saiaine to 
Sir Patiick Home of Folwurtb of certain lands (lierein, reserved the lands of 
HandaxwDod " bccaus Jane Kennedy, dochtii to Jolinne Lord Kennedy, 
damyt the laidis landis of ws in liferent for al the dais of hir live."— Fraser, 
iii. 174- 

' Ibid., 176-179. ' Ibid., 200. 
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Angus indemnified Janet Kennedy for the loss of Crawford- 
Lindsay by giving her the liferent of the lordship of Bothwell. 

During these years Angus was occupied in dividing 
his possessions among his sons. The lordship of Bothwell 
he bestowed in 1504 upon his second son, William, after- 
wards of Glenbervie [xlvi.],' to whom also he granted 
Braidwood in 1510.° To his eldest son, George [xlv.], 
he resigned Abernethy in 151 1,' thus leaving himself land- 
less, for George was already in possession of the fee of the 
whole Douglas and Angus estates, his father only retaining 
the liferent. 

The year i 5 1 3 was an ever-memorable one for Scot- 
land, but before the event happened which rendered it so, 
Bell-the-Cat, now aged three-score-and-four, was engaged 
with his son-in-law, the Earl of Glencairn, in a somewhat 
unseemly brawl in the abbey of Kilwinning. John For- 
man, a priest of Glasgow, endeavoured to force his 
tbflAbbotof own installation as abbot, and was supported in 
Kiimiaaine, ^]^g attempt by Angus and his son-in-law, the 
Earl of Glencairn. These lords, preceded by a 
royal herald, and followed by an armed force, appeared 
before the monastery and demanded admission. Glen- 
cairn went in, and, finding the abbot in an inner court, 
used violence to compel him to surrender his office to 
Forman, who, it seems, bore I'apal letters as his authority. 
It would seem to have been an incident in the old standing 
grievance of encroachment by the Court of Rome upon 
the rights of the Kings of Scotland ; but then the presence 
of the royal herald with Forman is not easily explained. 
The abbot in possession, who bore the redoubtable name 
of William Bunch,' though roughly handled and much 
exhausted, refused to admit Forman or to surrender his 
rights. The gates were kept closely shut, and Forman 
had to be content with causing his procurator to induct 
him formally from without the walls.* 



' Fiaser, iii. 181. 
* Dieaian RtgUiet 
Fraser, ii. 102. 



' Ibid., 302. ' He afterwards fell al Floddcn. 

r of Glas^vai [Grampinn Club], ii. 477-4S0, quoted by 



FLODDEN 



43 



I 



Bell-the-Cat's next and last appearance was on a nobler 
but gloomier stage. In July 15 13 King James sent a 
herald with his defiance to his brother-in-law, 
pucuDC Henry VIII., then in France, and in August 

™' '*'* mustered the largest army that had ever crossed 
the English border from Scotland. The campaign opened 
brilliantly with the capture of Wark and Eital ; Norham 
Castle, that ancient and oft-assailed strength, fell on 29th 
August after standing five days' siege. Chillingham and 
Ford followed suit, and the Scottish army encamped on 
Flodden ridge, James being housed at Ford Castle, and, as 
became a flower of chivalry, paying due — or, as some will 
have it, undue — devoir to the fair chatelaine. Lady Heron. 
The Earl of Surrey drew near, encamping on Wooler 
Haugh, about six miles from the Scottish position. 

Angus had marched with his King, so says Godscroft, 
though other minute writers do not mention him. His 
sons, the Master of Angus and Sir William of Glenbervie, 
certainly were with the Scottish army, and both died with 
their King on Flodden field. But Bell-the-Cat was not 
present to witness or to share their fate. Godscroft 
describes him as having been made the mouthpiece of the 
lords who remonstrated against the King's tactics. If he 
delivered such windy speeches as that chronicler reports, 
there was some excuse for James, if, as Pitscottie affirms, 
he "burst fourtht and ansuerit wnhappillie in ane furieous 
rage." Godscroft says that the King bluntly told Angus 
to go home if he was afraid, that the earl burst into tears, 
delivered himself of another lengthy oration, and rode off 
the field, after the precedent of Bruce of Annandale before 
the battle of the Standard, with only six attendants. 

Setting aside Godscroft, as in a hundred other instances 
his statements have to be set aside, there is scarcely any 
evidence that Angus marched with the army to Flodden. At 
his age he might honourably stay at home, and intrust the 
command of his vassals to his two sons. Pitscottie's keen 
fiair for the picturesque is not likely to have missed the 
dramatic dismissal of the aged earl on the eve of battle, had 
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there been any mention of it before he wrote ; but Godscroft, 
unable to allow this great national catastrophe to befal 
without assigning a part therein to the chief of Douglas, 
accounted for his absence from the field of battle in the 
manner described.' 

The Earl of Angus was present in Stirling at the 
coronation of James v. on aist September 1513, and was 
appointed one of the advisers of the Queen- mother as 
Regent. He then became Provost of Edinburgh in room 
of the late Provost, who had died at Flodden, and his last 
public appearance was in the General Council which sat at 
Perth, 2 ist-agth October 1513, where he was charged with 
the duty of suppressing all disorders between the Forth and 
Whithorn, whither he was about to travel. 

The precise date of the death of this ear! is not 
known. Lord Dacre announced it to Bishop Wolsey on 
23rd November, but Sir William Eraser con- 
siders that a passage in the retour of Sir 
Archibald Douglas [1.] as heir to the Master 
of Angus [xlv.], dated 29th November, indi- 
cates that the earl was then still alive.* At all events, 
he was dead before 31st January, when his grandson was 
infeft as 6th earl in the lands of Tantallon. He was buried 
in the monastery of St. Ninian at Whithorn, his heart being 
taken to the church of St. Bride at Douglas.* 

Upon Angus, Bell-tbe-Cat, Godscroft passed unstinted 
panegyric, pronouncing him " upright and square in his 

' Perhaps the "Signor Dalisse" of a conlempoiary Italian pocl who described 
the batUe may be iolended for Angus — 

" Veniva appresso il Signoi Dalisse: 
Quel vecchio che con lungs orazione 
Lo disxuase do sla impresa, et disse 
Che ella scria la hu destiutbnc." 

* Ftascr, ii. 106, note ; iii. 215. 

• In l88j 1 was present at the opening of a cnnopied lomb in the choir 
of the mined cathedial church of Whithorn, Within a solid stone coffin 
below were two skeletons, one being that of a very tail powerful man. The 
decoration of the canopy corresponds with the crteenlh centuiy style, and possibly 
we viewed here the mortal temiins of Bell-the-Cat 



Death of I 

5th Earl < 

iS»i-"5i4. 



I 




W 



CHARACTER OF BELL-THE-CAT 45 

actions, sober and moderate in his desires. . . . One fault 
lie had, that he was too much given to women, otherwise 
there was little or no- 
thing that was amiss." 
But we have leamt long 
ago to discount a great 
deal that flowed from 
the hirehng quill of the 
Laird of Godscroft ; it 
is more discouraging 
to find Sir William 
Eraser, with ampler 
material before him, 
complaining that Tyt- 
ler judged Angus too 
harshly, and pleading 
that historical notices 
of this earl are too 
scanty to supply a just estimate of his character. Eraser, 
too, held the Douglas brief, but he usually showed more 
scientific impartiality in discharging it. 

Few things," says Mr. Andrew Lang, with franker judgnienl — " few things 
Scottish hiscoiy have been more di^uised in popular books titan ihc conduct 
ihc honse of Douglas. The comradeship of Bruce and Ihc good Lord James 
thrown a glamour over the later Douglases — men princely in rank, daring in 
field, but often bitterly anti-national. The partiality of Hume of Godscroft, 
Ibeir sainaiAu or legendary historian, (he romances of Pitscottic, the ignorance 
01 prejudice of Protestant writers like Knoi and Buchanan, the poetry of Scott, 
and the platonic Protestantism of Mi. Fioude, have concealed the selfish 
■reaehery of the house of Angus." 

One need not become devil's advocate to pronounce 
the career of Bell-the-Cat to have been in most of its 
features deplorable, and in none of them glorious. 

As stated above, the 5th Earl of Angus married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Robert, Lord Boyd, who became 
the mother of all his legitimate children, namely, four sons 
and three daughters : — 

(i) George, Master of Angus [xlv.], killed at Flodden. 
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(2) Sir William of Glenbervie and Braidwood [xlvi.], 

also killed at Flodden. 
(3} Gavin, Bishop of Dunkeld [xlvii.]. 

(4) Archibald of Kilspindie [xlviii.], " Greysteil." 

(5) Marion, married in 1492 Cuthbert, Lord Kilmaurs, 

afterwards Earl of Glencairn.' 

(6) Elizabeth, married in 1493 Robert, son and heir of 

Lord Lyle, Justice-General of Scotland.* 

(7) Janet, married in 149S Andrew, son and heir of 

Herbert, ist Lord Herries, lineal ancestor of the 
present Lord Herries. The contract for this 
marriage contains one very repulsive provision. 
In order to be in a position to marry Janet 
Douglas, Andrew Herries bound himself to 
divorce his then wife, Beatrice Herries — " the 
said Andro is bundyn and oblist that he sail do 
all his besenes and deligens, and frendis at [that] 
will do for hym, for the diuorse to be maid betuix 
hym and Beatrix Heris hys wif, and furthir thair- 
to in all possabill hast he ma, but fraude or gilt ; 
and the diuorse beand maid, than in all gudly 
hast the said Andro sail mary and to wif haff", 
God willande, the said Jonot of Douglas to hys 
lachfull wif." ^ This contract also provided for the 
resignation by Andrew Herries of all his extensive 
lands, in order that they might be re-granted to 
himself and Janet Douglas ; but three years later 
Andrew claimed power to revoke the said resig- 
nation, on the ground that he was a minor when 
he executed it, that he had acted under " causa- 
tioun, seductioun, and tystyng of ane noble and 
michti lord, Archibald Erie of Angus, lord Dow- 
glace, and chancellor of Scotland for the tyme," 
and lastly, that Angus had not fulfilled his promise 
of obtaining the stipulated re-grant to Andrew of 
the lands and barony of Herries.* 



' Fraser, iii. 131, : 
'Ibid., 150. 



' ItiJ., 140. 

■■ Boot ej Carlaveroci, ii. 45 1 , 
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By his second wife, Janet Kennedy, if indeed she ever did 
become his wife, Angus had no children ; nor had he any 
by his third wife Katherine, daughter of Sir William 
Stirling of Keir, whom he married in 1 500. She appears 
in charters as Countess of Angus in 1503,^ 1509,* and 
1 5 10,' but in a royal charter of 15 12 she is simply 
designated Katharine Stirling, whence it appears that she 
and Angus had been divorced. She seems to have married 
Lord Home, Great Chamberlain of Scotland, who granted 
to her and " our son John Home," the lands of Inverallan 
near Stirling * ; but the said John was not bom in wedlock, 
being described as a bastard in a royal writ of 1557.^ 

* Reg, Magni SigiUi^ No. 2751. 

* The Stirlings of Keir, by William Fraser, p. 289. 

' Original at Inverquharity, quoted by Fraser, ii. 109, note. 

* The Stirlings of Keir, 296. 

* Ibid,, 27, 28, 412. 




Tke eirf«t son of Archibald -^ Eeu-tisi-Cat.'' ;& Eari of 
lioagiaa, ins Gair^c caZgd Ka^tsr ot .\agns. Hs BuCher. 
Elfzabech Bc^ii, cuist have bcme him xboot 
tt£ >-ear I4€9. He was cootracted in mar- 
riagc b^' his atfaer in 14^5 vith MargucC ddcst 
daughter of hznrsvx, 1st Lcrd Olipfaant, with 
tfiA nscal prcmaam that, shoold either o£ the paities 
v> contracted d^ the next succeeding bcodter or sister 
•hoold take the place of the deceased.' This cootiact, 
htjwever, was never carried into efioct, foe George married, 
bcfi-jTc 31st January 1488, Elizabeth, daughter cdT John, ist 
l,Ard Lhummood, and relict of Sir David Flemii^.' As 
fAttn happened in a fendal sodety so comparativdy small 
in numbers as that of Scotland, it was discovered some 
years after the mairiage that this couple were within the 
prcj^ibited d^rees of consanguinity, through the Master's 

> FcucT, in. 43& > Mi., I>l. 
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kinship in the fourth degree to Sir David Fleming. Tliis 
was set right by Papal dispensation, 3rd December 1495.' 

On 31st January and ist February 1489 the Earl of 
Angus resigned into the King's hands his lordship of Tan- 
taiton. Douglasdale, Liddesdale, Ewesdale, Eskdale, Selkirk, 
and Jedburgh Forest, whereof James IV. granted a fresh 
charter in favour of the Master of Angus. The earl also 
resigned Boncle and Preston, in which the Master and his 
wife were Infeft in conjunct fee.* 

The Master was present in the last Parliament of 
James III., in January 1488, but there is no indication as to 
which faction, the King's or the Prince's, he gave his support. 
Neither is he mentioned in connection with the tragedy of 
Sauchieburn, and seeing that he attended James IV.'s Par- 
liament in February 1490,' he does not seem to have 
accompanied his father during his treasonable transactions 
in London with Henry VII, But when the earl's treachery 
was discovered, the son, the Master, as fiar of Liddesdale, 
suffered whatever detriment was involved in the enforced 
exchange of that lordship, first for Kilmarnock and then for 
Bothwell.* 

The amative King of Scots very nearly succumbed to 
the charms of the Master's sister-in-law, Margaret Drum- 
mond, but fate held an English Queen in store for him, and 
a third lady of the house of Drummond was not destined to 
share that seat of little repose, the throne of Scotland. 

It was not before 1499, when the Master of Angus was 
about thirty years of age, that he took much active part in 
A luted public, affairs. By that time his lordships of Esk- 
W»rdenof dale and Ewesdale had earned that notoriety for 
■ '*"■ lawlessness and brigandage which it took so much 
effort on the part of the Scottish Government to repress 
during the ensuing century. It was only in that year that 
I the Master took formal infeftment of these lands,* and was 

' Original at Drummond Clslle. — Fiaser, iti. 437. 

* Originals at Douglas Castle. ~/iii/., izi-isj. 

• jtcli Pari. Scgl., ii. 216. * Fraser, iii, 127-135. 
'•Ibid., 168-170. 

VOL. II. D 




d 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



^ 



appointed by the King Warden of Eskdale. In that 
capacity Douglas met Lord Dacre, the English warden, at 
Canonbie, on i6th January, "for the gude of peax and 
reformyng of attemptatis done on either side " ; with what 
indifferent results let the subsequent history of the Debat- 
able Lands and the adjacent dales testify. The minutes of 
the interview are carefully recorded, whereof the following 
is a fair sample : — 

"Item, the said Lord [Dncie] oflered lo the said Masler, sa Ihnthe walde 

TcdiesK allc wkc ' billes as Fergus Stele, Thorn the Grahamc called Slow, Wiile 
Giame called Scall, Sym TumouT, Make GrHmc, Willc Grame called Gaunt, uid 
other of Eshdale whilk was neucr without the bounds of Eshdale, and keped 
there yollis' in the Bcomeholm wilht Make Giame, whilk is oppynly kenned, and 
the said Lord wald haue bene content to haue conliDued ihc delTuerance of the 
Tailliours." ' 

Never was there a more hopeless task than these two 
gentlemen, with all good intentions no doubt, undertook in 
attempting to adjudge the precise degree of blame incurred, 
and damages due, by dwellers on either side of the Border. 
They had to confess themselves baffled ; the affair was 
referred to the Privy Councils of the two kingdoms, which 
appointed a further meeting at Dumfries " for the gude of 
peax and souer keping of the treux." 

The Master of Angus did not prove very effective in 
restoring order in his wardenry. For failing to deliver to 
justice one of his own tenants, Sym Scott of Arkyn, he 
was compelled to surrender the lands of Fawside to the 
injured party, Ralph Ker of Primsideloch.* This was in 
October i 502, and in the following month the Master was 
fined j^io for not arresting a notorious riever named 
Davidson, alias " Grace-bchind-him." ^ Finally, in the same 
month, the Master's undue leniency towards his 
theiordihip own vassals and tenants caused the King to de- 
^f_""" prive him of the lordship and wardenry of Esk- 
dale, which was followed, probably for the same 
reason, by the loss of Ewesdale in 1 506, afterwards granted 



' Such. ' Ewes (?). ' Fraser, iii, 170. 

* /ieff. Ma£tti SigilH, u. No. 2676. ' 
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to Alexander, Lord Home.' For all this, the Master 
obtained some indemnity in 1510 by the grant to him of 
the barony of Craw ford -Lindsay,* of which the King had 
deprived Be!l-the-Cat under the peculiar circumstances 
mentioned already,* and the earl made over to his son 
the Angus estates of Kirriemuir and Abemethy, with 
Horsehopcleugh in Benviclcshire. 

Little further is recorded of the Master of Angus, 
except frequent litigation about the ownership of land, 
until 1513, when he marched with his father and his 
younger brother William, to meet a soldier's death at 
Flodden, There is a curious anecdote in Godscroft's 
manuscript, not to be found in his printed history nor 




Fig. 14.— SiEHaluic of Gcoree Douglas, Master of Angus (1496). 



elsewhere, describing the Master's last actions. Stanley 
had broken the Scottish left under Lennox and Argyll ; 
I in the centre — 



[ when King James dismounted to make his stand among 
them. Seeing the Master of Angus still on horseback, 
he cried to him, asking if it had been the manner of his 
: to remain mounted while their sovereign fought on 
foot. Douglas replied roughly by asking if it 
Fi«iden,9th was the fashion of the King of Scots to wear his 
^?"'*' mail and armorial bearings when fighting on foot. 
Herein a delicate point of chivalry was touched, 
for the King, says Godscroft, flung off his armour and 
_ retorted — " I dare fight upon my feet as well as you or 

Rtg. Magni Si'sil/i, ii. 1962. ' Fnuei, iii. aoo. 

' See p. 41, mfira. 






Fig. 15.— Seal of Geo^ Douglas, 
Master of Angus (I4fi9-'SI3). 
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any subject 1 have, and that without coat-annour or royal 

cognisance," 

Horse and foot, spearmen and billmen, now closed 

round the doomed band. King James, fighting his way 

through the mellay, fell within a lance-length of Surrey. 
The Scottish spears, among 
whom he might have found 
safety, made good their de- 
fence till nightfall. If it was 
George Douglas's taunt that 
stung the King to throw away 
his life, George was equal 
to his sovereign in reckless 
daring, for his corpse was 
numbered among those of 
twelve Scottish earls and 
seventeen lords, which lay 
stark upon the sward, among 

two hundred gentlemen, as Godscroft avers, of the name 

of Douglas. 

By his wife, Elizabeth Drummond, the Master of 

Angus left three sons and four daughters : — 

(i) Archibald, who succeeded Bell-the-Cat as 6th Earl 
of Angus [I.], 

(2) Sir George Douglas of Pittendreich [li.], who took 

a notable, if not altogether glorious, part in affairs 
of state. 

(3) William Douglas, Prior of CoMingham and Abbot 

of Holyrood [xlix.]. 

(4) Elizabeth, who married, before 17th September 

1509, Sir John Hay of Hoprew, afterwards 3rd 
Lord Yester, ancestor of the present Marquess 
of Tweed dale.* 

(5) Alison, who was contracted in marriage to William 

Douglas, younger of Cavers. The marriage did 

not take place, and the Lady Alison married 

instead — first, Robert Blackadder, younger of that 

1 Fraser, iii. 190. 
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ilk, who is said to have fallen at Flodden. 
BUckadder left two daughters by Alison 
Douglas, who became coheiresses of their grand- 
father, Sir Robert Blackadder. The widow 
married, second. Sir David Home of Wedder- 
burn, who was slain in 1524, having by his wife 
three sons and two daughters. David Hume ' of 
Godscroft, so often cited in these memoirs, was 
the grandson of Dame Alison, and tells a story of 
her alienation from the Church of Rome. In her 
youth she was a devout Catholic, and especially 
hospitable to mendicant friars. They thought that 
the best return they could make to her, and the 
safest way of securing a continuance of her favours, 
was to make the fame of her piety known. Accord- 
ingly they circulated a fable that, opening an oyster 
during Lent, she found the Virgin's image enclosed 
therein. This device bore unexpected fruit. Dame 
Alison had strong common sense and a love of 
truth ; from the hour that this silly falsehood came 
to her ears she shut her doors to all mendicant 
friars, and when she lay upon her deathbed she 
turned away from the crucifix she was invited to 
kiss, saying that her hope was not in such triBes, 
but in Christ the Saviour Himself. 

(6) Janet, who married John, 6th Lord Glamis, and 

whose pitiful fate will fall to be recounted under 
the memoir of her brother, the 6th Earl of 
Angus [1.], survived the death of her first 
husband [c. 1528], by whom she became an- 
cestress of the present Earl of Strathmore. She 
married, secondly, Archibald Campbell of Skip- 
nish, second son of the 2nd Earl of Argyll. 

(7) Margaret, who married in 1513 Sir James Douglas 

of Drumlanrig [Hi.], who divorced her before 
4th January 1S40.* 

' The name was vaiiously writien Home, Ilouine, and Ilume. 
'Ji<g. MagniSigilU, iii. No. 2J13, 
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The earliest notice of Bell-the-Cat's second son, 
William [xtvi.], is in a letter of gift by James IV. in 1492, 
xivi. Sir conveying to him ward of the lands of the 
]^Jil^^_^f deceased James Auchinleck,^ younger of that ilk, 
and also the hand of Elizabeth, daughter and 
heiress of the said Auchinleck, should he be 
pleased to marry her. Marry her William 
1 did, and a deal of litigation followed before he 
became securely possessed of his wife's inheritance in 
Glenbervie,^ Later it was discovered by ecclesiastics that 
this marriage was technically incestuous, William and 
Elizabeth being within the forbidden degrees; nor was it 
until I 509 that the usual dispensation was obtained, and 
doubtless paid for, which was all in the interests of Holy 
Mother Church.^ 

William's fortunes were affected in some degree by 
his father's betrothal to Janet Kennedy, who jilted Earl 
Bell-the-Cat, and became mistress of James iv. While the 
said earl was Chancellor, he had bestowed the lands of 
Grenane in Ayrshire upon William, after the forfeiture of 
John, Lord of the Isles ; and in 1504 he infeft William in his 
lordship of Bothwell. But in 1510 Bothwell was conveyed 
to Janet Kennedy for life; and William, who by this time 
had received knighthood, received imperfect compensation 
in a grant of the lands of Braidwood.* 

Sir William Douglas was numbered among " the 
flowers o' the forest " who perished at Flodden. Gods- 
croft, in his unpublished manuscript, describes 
Flodden, 9th ^^'^ °^^ Bell-thc-Cat, before riding off the field, 
September deeply injured by his King's treatment of him, 
charged his two sons, George and William, to 
defend the Douglas banner at all hazards. George fell as 
has been described ; William, cutting his way through the 

' This surname is oflpn pronounced, and sometimes spelt, Affleck in Scotland, 
although the place whence it was deiivcd U still honoured with the trisyllable, 
ligtiifying in Gaelic, the Geld of stones or of lombs. 

' Froser, ii. riz ; iii. 143, 14S, 206, aio, 219, 318. 



' /Wrf., iii. 
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mellay, bore aloft the well-known standard, and succeeded 
in rallying from the rout some four or five hundred men, 
all on foot. He attempted to gain the bridge over the 
Till ; but Lord Howard, perceiving the movement, vowed 
that something would be lacking to victory if the Douglas 
banner was saved. He sent Lord Dacre with a body of 
horse to intercept the retreating Scots. Sir William drew 
them up on a knoll, where he and all but four- and -twenty 
of his party were cut to pieces. One of those who escaped 
was Sir William's body-servant ; and he lived to describe 
the scene to Sir William's great-grandson, the loth Earl 
of Angus [Ix.], who died in i6l0. 

Sir William Douglas left one son and heir, Archibald, 
who became father of the pth Earl of Angus [Ivii.]. 

Born about I474> Gavin [xlvii.], the third son of Bell- 
the-Cat, was trained for the Church. After studying at 
JtU. GiTin S^- Andrews University from 1489 to 1494, he 
i'™e'^ became rector of Prestonkirk and priest of East 
Kthopof 

Dnnkeid. Linton, both in East Lothian, and was besides 
■w*-"*"- entitled to the teinds of Monymusk in Aberdeen- 
shire,' The younger son of the Chancellor of Scotland was 
not likely to lack preferment in any case; but Father 
Gavin turned his poetic talents to such good purpose that 
it is only bare justice to attribute some of his early pro- 
fessional success to his literary distinction. In 1501 he 
received the appointment of provost in the collegiate 
church of St. Giles, Edinburgh. Of his extant poems, one 
of the principal, "The Palice of Honour," had been written 
and dedicated to James V. before that date ; during some 
years following upon his appointment he seems to have 
lived in a secluded manner, applying himself to a metrical 
translation of Virgil's .i^neid, which may be regarded as 
the earliest literary fruit of the Renaissance in Scotland, 
and to the composition of minor poems, of which only one, 
called " Conscience," survives.* 

' Aiiti^uiiits af Akerdttn, etc., iiu 483. 

• T/u tVaris of Gasm Douglas, Bishop af Dunktld, edited by John Small 

A., 4 volt., Ediubuigti, 1874. 







L 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 

After the battle of Flodden the poet-provost exchanged 
the tranquil groves of literature for the treacherous sea of 
politics, which still offered almost as much scope as ever 
for the ambition of ecclesiastics ; and no doubt the mar- 
riage of his nephew, the 6th Earl of Angus [I.], to Queen 
Margaret, widow of the King of Scots and sister to the 
King of England, encouraged him to discern a perspective 
of lofty advancement. His dreams seemed about to be 
rapidly realised when, in September 1514, Angus arrested 
the Archbishop of Glasgow, Chancellor of Scotland, and the 
Great Seal was delivered into Gavin's keeping for two 
months. He entered as postulate for the Abbacy of 
Arbroath, and, failing to obtain that desirable appointment, 
enlisted the active assistance of 
the Queen of Scots and her 
brother, Henty VIII., to secure 
for him the archbishopric of St. 
Andrews, Kut herein the very 
distinction of his relatives and 
connections was the means of 
thwarting his ambition. Queen 
Margaret was, indeed. Regent of Scotland, or, at least, 
guardian of the child, James v., in conformity with 
her husband's will ; but her marriage with Angus had 
given deep offence to Lord Home, Chamberlain of Scot- 
land, who, with Arran and Archbishop Beaton of Glasgow, 
formed a formidable faction for the purpose of bringing 
back from France John, Duke of Albany, grandson of 
James ll. and heir-presumptive to the crown. It agreed 
in no sense with their schemes that Angus's uncle should 
be seated upon the archiepiscopal throne; their candidate 
for that important station was John Hepburn, Prior of St 
Andrews. Gavin Douglas got the start of them by seizing 
St. Andrews Castle, doubtless deeming possession nine 
points of the law. But it never was difficult to thrust 
law into abeyance in Scotland. Gavin was besieged in 
St Andrews by his rival, Hepburn, and driven out of 
the district by superior force. 



Fig. 16. — Signature of Gavin 
Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld 
(1515-1512). 
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Gavin's zeal to serve Christ in a post of responsibility 
was nothing daunted by this reverse. He set to work to 
secure for himself the vacant bishopric of Dunkeld; the 
bitterness with which he referred to some of the Fathers of 
the Church must in charity be set down to his earnestness 
of purpose. 

" The Byschep of Dllnkcldone, " he wrole to Adam Williamson, "is decessyt 
Ihis Mouneday the xv. day of January [ijisl. And becaus yonn cvyll myndil 
Byschep of Morray Irublys all our promoctones, and bes sped Sanct Andros to 
bymmxelf, wyth Dumfennlyng, Arbiochi, Legacy, and other facultyes quhilk at 
nedfoll and all ways nuui be retieytit ', yit nocht the less sene syk ' debatis and 
controTcrayes ar costly and doutuus, in all aventour tbe Quenys grace, myself 
and frendis ihynkis nedjiill I be promovyt (o that seyt quliilk now is vacaod, 
and but ptey,* and ane rycht gud byschepry of [rent P] and the thryd seyl of the 
Kdlmc. And to that elfcct hes the Quenys grace wrylyoe for me to the Papis 
halynes, and cardynalis, quhareof yc sail wylh this ressave the copy, to solysl 
syk lyke wrytyngis fia the Kyngis grace byr brother [Henry viiL]. . . . The 
Queyne Ihynkis ye haf bcyne over slowthfiill, that sa lung tyme ye beand * in 
Ireland, ther hes beynE nocht doyne noylher in Roume nor the cuit of Frans 
•gknis yonn vfykkit Byschep of Morray, and byddis you mend thiit fall."' 

The man of letters made better speed in his pursuit of 
'this prize. Church appointments in the sixteenth century 
;re but so many points in the game of political bribery 
id party chicane. Moved by Queen Margaret's solicita- 
[■pon, the Pope approved of Gavin's presentation to the see 
of Dunkeld. His disappointment in respect of 
Biabopof the higher and more lucrative honour of St. 
""'""''*'*" Andrews must have been temperiHl on the one 
hand by the fact that his rival, Hepburn, did not obtain it, 
while on the other hand it was intensified when he beheld 
it conferred on " yonn wykkit Byschep of Morray." 

Such satisfaction as Gavin had obtained was of brief 
idurance. The Duke of Albany landed at Ayr in May 
1515, and on 12th July was proclaimed by the Estates, 
Regent of Scotland and governor of the princes. He 
seemed resolute to be more than regent in name — " a 
marvellous wilful man," as Surrey described him to Cardinal 
Wolsey, " I am advertised that he is so passionate that, and 
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' Original in British Museum. — Fiaset, iv 
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he be apart among his familiars and doth hear anything 
contrarious to his pleasure, his accustomed manner is to 
take his bonnet suddenly off his head and to throw it into 
the fire, and no man dare take it out, but let it be brent. 
My Lord Dacre doth affirm that, at his last being in 
Scotland, he did burn above a dozen bonnets in that 
manner." Unluckily for Bishop Gavin, Albany did more 
on occasions than fling bonnets in the fire ; he did not 
impriuDeii br shrink from flinging bishops into prison. On 
AibMj, .S.S. the plea that he had violated an old statute by 
directly soliciting preferment from the Fope, the Bishop- 
etect of Dunkeld was locked up in the sea-tower of Sl 
Andrews, and was not allowed to come out for consecration 
until after more than a year's imprisonment. 

Even then his troubles were not at an end. His 
consecration took place at Glasgow, but his old enemy. 
Archbishop Forman — beatus possidens — insisted upon the 
ceremony being repeated at St. Andrews in token of the 
submission of the see of Dunkeld to that of the Primate. 
This bitter pill having been swallowed. Bishop Gavin, who 
must surely have spent many a regretful thought upon his 
old leisurely, literary retirement, travelled to Dunkeld to 
take possession of his palace ; but lo ! both the palace and 
the cathedral steeple were garrisoned against him by the 
Earl of Athol's brother, Andrew Stewart, an unsuccessful 
rival candidate for the see. It was not until Gavin's nephew, 
Angus, arrived upon the scene with a sufficient force, that 
Stewart was compelled to surrender. 

After this stormy induction matters went more smoothly 
with the good prelate. He had done best to confine him- 
self, as he did at first, to the management of his diocese, 
the care of his library, and the finishing of a fine bridge 
over the Tay which his predecessor had left half-built; but 
he must needs mell again in politics. When the Duke of 
Albany returned to France in 1517, ostensibly to renew 
the ancient alliance, Bishop Gavin went with him, and took 
part in the negotiations which ended in the treaty of Rouen 
[August 1517]. Albany,by training and in speech thoroughly 
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French, and the husband of a French wife, was in no hurry to 
quit the elegance and excitement of the Court of Francis I., 
and lingered there till 1 5 2 1 , During his absence from Scot- 
land the Angus faction regained the upper hand, and Gavin 
returned in time to take an important share of administra- 
tion and patronage. The quarrel deepened between Angus 
and his wife, Queen Margaret, and was ultimately fatal to 
the Douglas ascendency. Nevertheless Angus well held his 
own at first. At the time appointed for the Convention 
of Estates on 2gth April 1520, he and his uncle Gavin 
fell in open feud with Arran and Archbishop Beaton ; the 
Hamiltons declined to enter Edinburgh while Sir Archibald 
Douglas of Kilspindie [xlviii.], another of Angus's uncles, was 
provost, and the city was full of Douglas retainers. To 
deprive Arran of this excuse, Kilspindie resigned his office, 
and part of the Douglas force was marched out of Edin- 
imrgh. Thereupon the Hamiltons swarmed in. Bishop 
Gavin, commissioned by Angus to try and conciliate the 
Arran party, met Beaton in the church of the Dominicans, 
who protested that Angus must go to ward before there 
could be any peace, 

" There is no remeid," said he, " and I cannot mend it, 
upon my conscience ! " and struck his breast in emphasis, 
whereat the mail beneath his vestments rattled. 

" My lord ! your conscience clatters," quoth Gavin drily. 

He returned to Angus and bade him make ready for the 
inevitable fray, while he, Gavin, would retire to his closet 
and offer prayers for victory. The rest of the events of that 
day will be told when the career of Angus comes to be traced. 
Angus held the field, and, despite his wife's overtures to 
Arran, remained in power till Albany returned from France 
in November 1521, and at once gave events another turn. 

On 26th January 1522 decree of forfeiture was passed 
upon Angus, who, seeing that the game was up, had already, 
HiiiEtrimei ^^ ^4^^ December, commissioned Bishop Gavin 
with England, to the " fermc credence" of Henry viil. and 
'*" Cardinal Wolsey. Gavin was instructed to im- 

press King Henry with the great danger in which young 
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James V. stood of his life, because of the machinations of 
Albany, who had won over the Queen -mother, and implor- 
ing King Henry that he should on no account conclude 
peace or armistice with the Scottish Government without 
the advice of the Lords Angus, Home, and Somervile.' 

Bishop Gavin had scarcely started for London before 
Albany and Arran opened overtures with Angus,^ with the 
view of pacifying the realm and healing feuds. Angus, 




Fig. ij. — Seal of Gavin Dcmglu, Bishop'of Dunkeld (1516-1523). 



aware of the peril to his neck should King Henry persist 
in his refusal to embroil himself with his sister Margaret, 
lent a willing ear to the proposal for his divorce from the 
said Margaret, Tidings of this reached Gavin in London 
before the end of January, and filled him with dismay. 

"I am," he wtiles to Catdin«l Wolscy on the 3ISI, "and haif bene, so 
dolorous and full of vehement cnnoyc, that I ilar nocht aueiHour cum into yourc 
presence, quhilk causis me thus wrj'Ie to youre noble grace, bcseking the samyn 
of youre giete goodnes to half compatiencE of rae, desolatt and wofull wycht." 

He proceeds to vow that he will have nothing more to 
1 Fiascr, iv. 77-82. 
* Lesley says that Angus was ihe first (o seek rt 
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BISHOP GAVIN'S DEATH 



do with " the vnworthy Erl of Anguse," who has thrown 

him over so heartlessly, nor will he ever pass into Scotland 

. so long as the " wikkyt Duke of Albany has rewle thairof." 

k Gavin found shelter in the house of his warm-hearted 

llfriend, Lord Dacre, till the following September, when he 

Mitrte»th '^'^'^ °^ '^^ plaguc'i 2nd was buried in the Savoy 

September Chape! before the altar of St. John, beside his 

'**^ friend Bishop Halsey of Leighlinn. The epitaph 

I of both is inscribed on a small brass plate let into a black 

P Blab in the centre of the chancel ; the bodies were inspected 

I not very many years ago in the vault underneath.' 

^ic iattt IThsmaa ^fniers jCtslincnsie Spiern^ius in ^asilin ^antti 
J(tri 3Si"n«n!iHDniB^ng]icimiin pEiiiltnciariuo 9ninmapriibiti<tt»Bit(p(i 
hoc salmn pust st rcltqnit, Dixit bnm bixit bene Cni lirbns cimliitiiT 

»CitB]in SatDtJas mUione ^catoa ^unlulUneie f rc;^!^ ptixut en» ontl, 
^nna JU mbxxii. 
Gavin's elegy is touching in its simplicity, but one is 
disposed to detect a covert satire in that of his friend — 
vixit dum vixit bene, while he lived he lived well — for in 
1517 Bishop de Giglis of Worcester, English ambassador 
at Rome, wrote to Henry VIII, announcing the death of 
Thomas Colman, Master of St. Thomas's Hospital at 
Canterbury, and expressing regret that there was no 
suitable person to fill his office, because Halsey was an 
idle debauchee and Pennant was a fool. 

Gavin Douglas left, teste Godscroft, a natural daughter 
Margaret, who was married — first, to Robert Crawford of 
Auchinames, in Renfrewshire, slain at Flodden ; second, to 
Semple of Fulwood, whose second son, Robert, married his 
stepmother's daughter, Margaret, by her first husband, 

William [xlix.], the third and youngest son of the 
.11. wii- Master of Angus [xlv.], was born not later 
Bjm DotMiiw. than 1495, was trained for the Church, and 

Prior of t:*ji 1 

Coidinshui about 1519 was appointed Prior of Colding- 
H^^^" ham. This desirable preferment was conferred 
e. ifM-'sA upon him during the absence of Albany, 
the temporary ascendency of William's elder brother, 
* Lodge's Mmurials of Sh« Savof, p. 167. 
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the 6th Earl of Angus [l], and of his uncle, Bishop Gavin 

[xlvii.]. 

The priory of Coldingham had been for many genera- 
tions an appanage of the Earls of Douglas and Angus ; 
they were its " baillies," and under them the Homes acted 
at first as baillies-depute, administering its temporalities 
and collecting its rents. At length the Homes, as they 
rose in power, acquired the bailiary itself, and in I S 1 5 
David, youngest brother of Lord Home, became prior. 
But David was slain in 1 5 1 9 by his kinsman, James Hep- 
burn of Hailes, whereupon Robert Blackadder succeeded to 
the priorate. His tenure of this coveted post was still 
more brief than Home's, for he fell a few months later to 
the sword of a Home, David of Wedderbum, to wit. Lord 
Dacre, who kept his master, Henry viii., fully apprised of 
the course of Scottish affairs, is authority for the 
Prior of seizure of the priory by William Douglas.' 

c»idtaeb«n,, Against this, Archdeacon Blackadder of Dun- 
blane, cousin of the latest murdered prior, pro- 
tested that the Pope, with Albany's consent, had conferred 
the benefice upon him. John Home made short work of 
the archdeacon's claim ; meeting him one day near Edin- 
burgh, he slew him ; which left William Douglas un- 
challenged as Prior of Coldingham until 1522, when he 
was charged with treason, and had to go into exile with 
his brother Angus. 

Still he clung tenaciously to his priorate, travelling to 
Rome in 1524 to lay his case before the Pope. Thereafter 
he joined Angus in London, and took part in his intrigues 
with Henry viil. and Wolsey for the disgrace of Albany, 
and enlisted their good offices with the Court of Rome in 
the matter of Coldingham. Meanwhile, the Angus influ- 
ence being ruined, James v. had been made to bestow 
the disputed priorate upon Adam Blackadder, and Queen 
Margaret, inspired by hatred of the Douglases, used all 
her power to dissuade her brother of England from lending 
any ear to William's grievance, Wolsey, however, success- 
' Lttlers and Paftrs, tic, Heiay VIIL, iii. No. 480. 
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fully supported William's cause, and the exile returned to 
Coldingham in November 1524, whence he was warned to 
depart by a message from Queen Margaret. 

1526 Angus was once more in power. Bishop 
Gavin of Dunkeld was dead ; George Crichton, Abbot of 
Holyrood, had been appointed to his vacant see, 
Abbot or and William Douglas, while retaining the priorate 
^J™^' of Coldingham, was given the abbacy of Holy- 
rood, his election being confirmed by Parliament 
on I Jth June,^ Angus was in power, indeed, but pre- 
carious as ever was the tenure of political office in Scotland, 
As usual, when the King was a minor, everything depended 
upon which party should have possession of his person. 
The King was lodged in Edinburgh in the house of the 
Bishop of St. Andrews ; night after night, William and his 
brother. Sir George of Pittendreich [H,], relieved each other 
in watching his slumbers, guarding against any attempt 
on the part of the opposition to kidnap him.* 

When, at last, the dreaded catastrophe befel in 1528, 
and Angus was preparing for his long exile, William re- 
ceived him to shelter in the priory of Coldingham. But 
on 2nd October, when King James appeared in force before 
Hi* death. ^^^ p'''ory> Summoning it to surrender, William 
«* had passed beyond reach of punishment in this 

world. He died,* and was buried, says Godscroft, in the 
church of Preston, in the Merse. 

' Jets Pari. Statland, ii. 300, 305. 

' LeiUrs and Papers, Usury VIII., iv. No. 2449. 

1 Ibid., IT. No. 4S30. 
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Having now briefly noticed some of the cadets and col- 
laterals of the line of Angus, we may regain the main stem 
L Archibald '" ^^^ person of Archibald, 6th Earl of Angus 
DoDKiu. [1,], who was about five-and-twenty when his 
of Anpn, father George, Master of Angus, died at Flodden 
c 14BB-IS5S- in September 1 5 1 3. Five years previously, or 
thereby, Archibald had married Margaret Hepburn, daughter 
of the 1st Earl of Bothwell. This lady, according to Gods- 
scroft, died in childbed in the fatal year of Flodden, and 
left no offspring. 

On 29th November 15 13 Archibald Douglas, knight, 
was served heir in the estates which Bell-the-Cat had made 
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^^^■Enrer to the Master, comprising nearly all the Douglas terri- 
^H^oiy.t By the death of Bell-the-Cat, Archibald became 6th 
Earl of Angus before 3 ist January 1 5 14, and was infeft in 
Tantallon and Bothwel! under that style.^ In personal appear- 
ance and chivalrous demeanour, if not in intellect, the new 
earl already gave promise of fitness for rule and discharge 
of the obligations of his high station. With Huntly, Arran, 
and Archbishop Beaton, he was appointed to advise Queen 
Margaret in her guardianship of James v., her child of 
eighteen months. Margaret bore a second and short-lived 
prince, Alexander, in April 1514, after which her brother, 
Henry VIII. of England, set diplomacy to work to obtain 
her another husband, seeking first the Emperor Maximilian, 
and next, Louis Xll. of France. But Margaret Tudor was 
no weak puppet ; she preferred to play her own cards, and 
led an honour which set the tables awry for many a year to 
come. 

The consort which the Scottish Estates would have 
chosen for the Queen-mother was John, Duke of Albany, 
son of James lll.'s exiled brother, and heir-presumptive to 
the throne,^ and him they invited to become Governor of 
Scotland during the long minority of the monarch. Mar- 
garet would none of him ; beautiful, imperious, of strong 
passions, and much intellectual force, she chose her own mate 
in the person of the handsome young Earl of 
QweuHu-- Angus. He was a widower — she a widow — of 
B»ret^ less than a year's standing ; but no conventional 
ideas of etiquette were allowed to interfere, and 
they were married on 6th August 15 14. The Council of 
State endeavoured to enforce the late King's will, in accord- 
ance with which Queen Margaret should have resigned her 
guardianship of James V. on her remarriage; but Angus 
and Margaret set the authority of the councillors at 
defiance. 

Unhappy Scotland t her very life-blood had been 

' Fiftser, iii. 213. 

* Originals al Douglxs, quoted by Fraser, ii. 177, 17S. 
' Leiier! and Paptn, L Nos, 4666, 5*08, 536S ; iL No. 1830. 
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ffaained to the Euating - point oo the slopes of Flodden ; 
of aajr sUa^Ui she m^t recover there vas sorest need to 
fceep Docre at bay on the Borders ; >Tt here was foctioa at 
lis oM deadly work — Scot fnarshalling force against Scot, 
joifuog in mortal strife about ptJitical ascendency and eccle- 
ffi*fk?' preferment. Comq)tion and violence fonn so moch 
of the ntaterial of Scottish histor>' in this century — ecde- 
ttasticat as well as political — that it is tMt easy to realise 
that in Scotland, as in other parts of Chnstcodom, if sin 
did abound, grace did much more abound. No record Ka^ 
been preserved of thousands c^ diluent pious pastors, wikose 
existence has been eclipsed by the acts of ambitious and 
unscrupulous prelates, and but for whose patient work the 
Church must have lost all hold on the affection of the 
people. So also, overshadowed and concealed by the con- 
spicuous figures of certain turbulent laymen, there must 
have been the mass of gentry, merchants, farmers, and 
labouring men, whose concern in affairs of State vas disin- 
terested and limited, yet by whom the national life was 
sustained and the national character formed. 

As mentioned already, Queen Margaret, in November 
1514, nominated Angus's uncle, Gavin Douglas [xlvii], 
to the archbishopric of St. Andrews, Hepburn, Prior of 
St Andrews, promptly besieged the archbishop-elect in the 
castle of that town, which brought Angus in haste to succour 
his kinsman, leaving Margaret in Stirling Castle, which 
was her dower house. Arran, next heir to the throne 
after the Duke of Albany, and Home, Chamberlain of 
Scotland, were bitterly jealous of Angus's preferment. 
They swooped upon Stirling and carried Queen Margaret 
off to Edinburgh. Margaret appealed to her brother, 
Henry Vlll., begging him to send an army to her relief. 
This Henry would not do ; but furnished safe-conducts to 
enable Margaret and her husband to come to England, 
bringing with them the royal princes. To this extreme step 
Angus would not consent; much bickering and display 
of force followed between the rival factions before Queen 
Margaret was allowed to rejoin her husband. 
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John, Duke of Albany, had become a naturalised 
renchman ; nevertheless, for his promised coming all 
peaceable Scotsmen languished, as the one hope of re- 
nin I demption from civil war. At last he landed in 
td Scotland, May 1515, matters being patched up for the 
"T'S's- occasion between Angus and Arran. At the 
opening of Parliament on i oth July, Arran bore the 
sword of state before Albany; Angus and Argyll placed 
a coronet on his head, and he was proclaimed Protector 
of the realm till the King should be eighteen years of 
age. Men reckoned in months the interval which should 
elapse before the crown of Scotland should take the place of 
that coronet, for of the six legitimate children of James IV., 
four had already died in infancy ; a fifth, the posthumous 
Alexander, Duke of Ross, did not survive the year 1 5 1 5 ; 
only James, Prince of Scotland and the Isles, stood between 
Albany and the succession. 

Albany had all the will to govern firmly, despite the 
serious disability of being unable to speak or understand 
the language of Scotland. Most of the nobles, and the 
people in general, were favourably disposed to him, but 
Angus and the Queen-mother still held the master-key in 
the person of the young King. Albany proceeded to im- 
prison Lord Drummond, grandfather of Angus, in Blackness 
Castle, and Bishop Gavin Douglas [xlvii.], uncle of Angus, 
in St. Andrews Castle, doubtless on suspicion of being 
implicated in a plot with Cardinal VVolsey for the removal 
of the infant King and his brother to the English court. 
At Albany's instance, Parliament appointed four lords as 
guardians of the princes, but when these lords presented 
themselves before the gate of Stirling Castle, the Queen- 
mother flatly refused to admit them. Angus, having the 
Heading Hill, with all its sinister associations in full view 
from the windows, tried to persuade her to submit to the 
will of Parliament, and, when she remained obdurate, 
"craved instruments" in testimony that he wished to act 
constitutionally, and departed to his estates in Forfarshire. 
He left instructions that, in the event of Albany laying siege 
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to the Queen, the boy-King was to be set on the ramparts 
in view of all men, crowned and sceptred, so that there 
might be no doubt that Albany was raising rebellion. 

The next act in this drama, so strangely consistent with 
the tenour of Scottish history, was the appearance of Albany 
on 4th August in force under the walls of Stirling, Angus 
was not suflcred to be neutral. Albany had commanded 
him to return from Forfar, and report himself with the 
army intended to starve his wife into submission. His 
brother. Sir George of Pittendreich [li.], and Lord Home 
were admitted to an interview with the Queen. In the 
end, seeing further resistance to be useless, Margaret yielded 
unconditionally, pleading for her husband's pardon. Albany 
declared that, while he would respect the persons of Mar- 
garet and the princes, he would make no terms with traitors. 
Therefore Angus kept at a safe distance, crossing to the 
English side of the Border, where Margaret, having managed 
to escape from custody, joined him in the autumn. On 
7th October she gave birth to a daughter, who on the 
following day was christened Margaret " with such provi- 
sions as couthe or mought be had in this baron and wyld 
country." ' This babe was afterwards to become Countess 
of Lennox and mother of Darnley. 

Sir George Douglas of Pittendreich [H.], younger brother 
of the Earl of Angus, by his marriage with Elizabeth, only 
daughter and heiress of David Douglas of 
DoQgiisof Pittendreich, became possessed of the lands of 
r.^^"' P'"endreich, Levingshauch, Darcle, Caldcoits, 
half of Surestoun, and one-third of Duffus, all 
in the county of Elgin. Able and adroit, the constant 
counsellor of his elder brother, a firm supporter of his 
sister-in-law, Queen Margaret, in her controversy with 
Albany, he applied his diplomatic talents, which were 
considerable, to obtaining that alliance with England which 
was so objectionable in the view of those who wished to 
preserve the ancient league with France. 

Albany, greatly concerned at the flight of Queen 
' Ellis'*a/A>nVa/ LeIltTs, and Scries, i. 265. 
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Mai^aret, wrote letters praying her to return, or, at least, 
to send her husband and brother-in-law as her hostages, to 
whom he promised a free pardon. Margaret was greatly 
inclined to yield, but it was Lord Dacre's business to pre- 
vent any such reconciliation taking place. He had accepted 
the office of " fiddling stick to hold Scotland in cumber and 
business " ; ' and discharged the part with equal zeal and 
success. Lord Home, the Chancellor, had been foremost in 
promoting and welcoming Albany's return to Scotland. 
Dacre, by his machinations, had managed to detach Home 
from the French party, and inspire him with acti^-e hostility 
to the Regent. But if Mai^ret were allowed to come to 
terms with Albany, Home would make his peace also, and 
return to duty; whereby England would be confronted by 
a united government instead of by groups of hostile factions. 
Dacre, therefore, as he explained to King Henry, was 
at pains to avert a development so unfavourable to his 
policy, and " penned her [Margaret's] letters in such wise as 
the Duke [of Albany] would not consent, to prevent any 
renewal of friendship between thera."^ Under Dacre's adroit 
guidance, therefore, Margaret insisted upon being allowed 
the custody of her sons, not because she was their mother, 
but because she was the King of England's sister, and that 
one of her sons happened to be King of Scots, and the other 
was heir- presumptive. As soon as Albany received Mar- 
garet's answer, he issued a proclamation against 
Gcorce Angus and Sir George as traitors, and seized the 

^^•^ castles of Tantallon and Bothwell. He also 
tniton, managed to entrap Lord Home at Douglas 
'*"■ Castle, seizing him when he went thither for an 
interview under promise of pardon, and putting him in 
close ward under custody of the Ear! of Arran. Now 
Arran was Home's brother-in-law ; it is scarcely surprising, 
therefore, that Home should have managed to escape from 
prison and make his way to join his ancient rival, Angus, 
in Northumberland. "They spent the winter concocting 

' Letters and Pafen, ii. No. 1417. 

' UiJ., Nos. 1350, 1387, 1557, 1598, 1671. 
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intrigues against Albany, probably in close connivance with 
Arran ; but groups of conspirators changed form and object 
so rapidly, that it is difficult to identify them at all points. 
Arran was certainly in rebellion during the winter of i 5 1 5 — 
I 5 16, but had made his peace by the month of March. It 
behoved him and Home and George Douglas to give heed 
to their position, which had become exceedingly critical. 
Angus had to choose between accompanying his wife to the 
court of Henry VIII. and making submission to Albany. 

It is easy to hold these men up to obloquy as self- 
seeking traitors to their country ; but it is also permissible 
to discern practical statesmanship in their preference for 
a close alliance with England, their nearest neighbour, to 
the ancient league with France. Except occasional subsidies 
and armed contingents on a moderate scale, what benefit 
had the Scottish Government ever derived from France, 
except in the power of that country to create diversions 
against England? Henry viil. had never, as yet, renewed 
the odious claim of suzerainty, and Angus was probably 
acting with perfect integrity in resisting the French poJicy 
of his countrymen, and preferring, in their interest as well 
as his own, to cultivate a good understanding with his 
brother-in-law, the King of England, The advantage of a 
lasting peace with England, with which the French alliance 
was wholly incompatible, must have been almost as obvious 
to far-seeing men in those days as it is to us here and now. 
However, when Queen Margaret persisted in her resolve 
to go to London, Angus shrank from a step which should 
sever him from all share in the destiny of his native land. 
She left Morpeth in April 1 5 1 6, " in much heaviness," says 
Dacre, because Angus and Home had decided to return to 
Scotland and submit to Albany's government There they 
were received to pardon and their estates were restored to 
[ th*^"^' although Home's day of grace proved to 
Aiiga»«iid be a short one, for in September be and his 
omo. IS' brother were arrested and suffered on the scaf- 
fold, doubtless for some renewed intrigues with Dacre, 
whereof all record has perished. 
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QUARREL OF ANGUS AND MARGARET ;i 

In June 15 17 the Duke of Albany sailed for France, 
ostensibly to renew the ancient league with that country, 
but really to refresh himself, weary as he was of Scottish 
affairs and Scottish society. He left the government of 
AaguMit Scotland in the hands of the Earls of Arran, 
■pi™'f'* Angus, Argyll, and Huntly, with the Archbishops 
rixieKcau, of St. Andrews and Glasgow. Within a week 
jno* .s>7- of Albany's departure, Queen Margaret returned 
to Scotland, being met at Laraberton kirk by Angus with 
a large following. But, as happens sometimes in love- 
matches like this, husband and wife had grown sadly 
estranged. Angus, it appears, was not a model of fidelity ; 
Lesley speaks of another lady to whom the ear! paid 
successful court in Douglasdale, but is too discreet to 
mention her name. The more garrulous Godscroft says 
she was a daughter of the laird of Traquair. Margaret 
wrote to her brother. King Henry, expressing her intention 
to get a divorce, and declaring she would never marry again 
without his consent.' 

Nevertheless, the return of the Queen affected unfavour- 
ably Angus's relations with his colleagues in the Regency. 
Schiimbe- They detected therein a recrudescence of the 
twmo Ansrni English scheme, and their suspicion was 
Utigaiex. strengthened by the action taken by the Homes, 
'*''■ allies of Angus for the time being. Albany had 

placed the important castle of Dunbar in the keeping 
of a French knight, Sieur de la Bastie. The Homes, 
nourishing vengeance for the fate of their chief against 
every representative of the absent Albany, succeeded in 
luring de la Bastie out of his stronghold, and the laird of 
I Wedderbum slew him at Batty's Bog. Sir George Douglas 
^ [li.] was imprisoned on a charge of complicity in this out- 
rage, and the wardenry of the East Marches was given to 
Arran in place of Angus, who conceived that, as a Douglas, 

Cr claim thereto. 
viii., not as yet even a " 'prentice hand " 
nuously opposed his sister's intention to 
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separate from Angus, and with success at first, for which 
the earl expressed his gratitude with much effusion and in 
excellent Scots; — 

" Maist eKellcnnt and rcdoutit prince it lyis not in my liille possibilile to 
rendii thankis unto your maist nabill hyencs, tbat has intendit and procurit sa 
eicedand wiselye this my pure ' Cauas, quhilli eliliewiss is Goddis causs, and 
alsui the honour and weillfire of joure deircst sbter, ihe Qucnys gtao: forsaid, 
mnd, with that, richt wclray' acceptuble till every wele myndit personage of gudc 
lele within ihu lealme. Quhairlbr, besyde theliewaide of God, quhilk 1 doute 
nocht hot youre grace sail ressaif for sa merilablc labour, I sail endevour and 
abandoune perpetually my pure' secvtce in every behalf and sort to me possible, 
unto youre maist nobill excellence, abufe all ulher prince or creature levand,* 
myne allegeance to oure souemne lord, your deirest nevo, alanerlic * exceppit ; 
and salbc all tymes reddy eftir my pure ' power, allthocht it war sua that youre 
hienes commandit me (utthwjth to pas one fute lo Jeruaalcm, and fecht with the 
Tuikis to the dede' for youre causs."' 

Fig. iS.—Sienalurt of Archibald, 6lh Earl of Angus (1518). 

He finished this long letter by beseeching King Henry 
to use his influence to obtain the release of his brother, 
George Douglas, from attendance upon the Duke of Albany 
in France, where he had been detained for more than 
two years " to na plessur nothir to hira nor his frendis." 

In October 1519 Angus met the Queen once more, 
and escorted her into Edinburgh with four hundred horse- 
men, where the nobte-looking pair were welcomed " with 
great triumph in shooting of guns and great melody of 
instruments playing."^ The Queen's faction was strong in 
the capital, including Archbishop Forman of St. Andrews, 
the Bishops of Dunkeld, Orkney, Dunblane, Aberdeen, 
and Moray, the Earls of Huntly, Argyll, Morton [xxxiv.]. 



'Poor. 

" To death. 

' Ltllers and Papers 



' Very. ' Living. * Only. 

'Original in British Museum. — Fraser, Iv. 75. 
iii. Nos. 467,481, 4S3. 
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Glencairn, Errol, Crawford, and Marischal, and the Lords 
Ruthven, Glamis, Hay, and Gray, Moreover, they held 
the winning card — the King. The chiefs of the Albany 
faction assembled at Glasgow — Archbishop Beaton, the 
Bishops of Argyll and Galloway, the Earls of Arran, 
Cassillis, and Lennox, and the Lords Fleming, Maxwell, 
Ross, and Sempill. 

Arran, having been ousted from the provostship of 
Edinburgh to make way for Douglas of Kilspindie [xlviii.], 
was repulsed with slaughter on attempting to enter the 
capital; and his natural son. Sir James Hamilton, was 
defeated in the raid of Jedwood which arose out of an 
attempt by Ker of Ferniehirst to hold courts within 
Angus's jurisdiction [January 1520]. 

Three months later a more serious affray took place 
between the factions of Douglas and Hamilton, the cause 
whereof has been explained in the notice of 
c«oMm»,"* Bishop Gavin Douglas.^ In order to allow the 
joth April Earl of Arran, without breach of peace, to dis- 
charge his duty in the Parliament summoned to 
assemble on 29th April, Angus had caused Kilspindie 
to demit his provostship, and had sent most of his own 
retainers out of town. These were immediately replaced 
by men in the Hamilton liveries. Having obtained this 
'advantage, Arran and Archbishop Beaton, with the rest 
of the Albany faction, resolved to make use of it by 
capturing the Earl of Angus. Warned by his uncle, 
Bishop Gavin [xlvii.], who had vainly undertaken to con- 
ciliate parties, Angus made his dispositions in a masterly 
manner. He had but fourscore followers with him, but 
he was popular in the town, and the citizens worked with 
him in barricading ail the wynds leading into High Street. 
Posting a few spears at each of these points, Angus formed 
the rest of his party at the head of Elackfriars Wynd, and 
awaited events. 

Confident in greatly superior numbers, Arran and his 
oke up their council in the church of the 
' See p. 59, supra. 
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Dominicans and formed their men for attack. " Cleanse 
the Causeway ! " was the cry, and Sir Patrick Hamilton led 
the attack upon the Douglas spears. He fell in the first 
onslaught by the hand of Angus ; in the fierce struggle 
which followed the Hamiltons were badly beaten, and 
their repulse was turned into a rout by the appearance of 
a strong reinforcement under William Douglas, Abbot of 
Holyrood [xlix.], and Home of Wedderburn, who had 
forced the city gates and hurried to support their kinsmen. 
The Master of Eglinton and seventy or eighty of Arran's 
men were slain ; even Archbishop Beaton, who sought 
refuge at the altar of the Dominicans, would have received 
short shrift, it is said, but for the intervention of Bishop 
Gavin. Arran and his son, Sir James Hamilton, escaped 
together through the Nor' Loch to the fields on the back 
of a coalheaver's cart horse, and left Angus in possession 
of the capital. 

For more than a year Scotland existed under a kind 
of makeshift dual government, Angus holding sway in the 
south and east, Arran in the north and west, while Albany 
still lingered in France. The heads of the Homes, executed 
by Albany, still grinned upon the wall of the Tolbooth ; 
in July 1521 Angus came to Edinburgh and gave these 
remains of his friends formal sepulture, which was accom- 
plished with " great offerings and banquets." Arran had 
summoned his supporters to meet him in Stirling, whither 
Angus marched in force against him, but his foe, caring 
not to await attack, gave him the slip. 

Meanwhile there had been defections among the victors 
of " Cleanse the Causeway." The Kers, an important 
border clan, went over to Arran, and a section of the 
Edinburgh bailies, hitherto warm supporters of Angus, also 
gave him their support.' Worst of all, the sprelce injuria 
/ormts of Queen Margaret poisoned her against her husband ; 
she was now wholly of the party of Albany, with whom 
she corresponded constantly, and who sent her money 
and promised to move the Pope to grant her a divorce. 
' Originiil al ilamilton, quolcd by Fcascr, ii. 194. 
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Finally, Albany himself returned to Scotland [21st 
November] after an absence of more than four years, and 
RctntnoTtfae immediately things assumed an aspect sinister to 
Duke of the Douglas interest. Many officials appointed 
NoTeiJw' by Angus were dismissed, and on 9th December 

I '5"- Angus himself and his brother Abbot William 

[xlix.], with sundry of the Douglas party, were summoned 
bo appear before the Parliament which was to meet in 
January, to stand their trial for high treason. Angus 
■dthdrew to Kirk of Steyl,^ whence he sent his uncle, 
Bbhop Gavin, to press for assistance from Henry Vlll. 
He did not scruple to insinuate that his wife's intercourse 
with Regent Albany was something more than political 
and platonic, 

" Wc think and knawis by experience ihat the Queyne, be evil and senisler 
consBle, is mekill inctynit to the plessour of the Duke in al maner of thingis, and 
ai never syndry,' hot every day togidder owdei forrow none or eflir,* and as it is 
snpposit hes intendit a divorce betwii the Erie of Anguss and the Queyne."* 






I 



Further, it was represented that the young King's life 

in utmost jeopardy through the pretensions of Albany 

to the throne. This charge appears to have been totally 

Fig. 19. —Signatures of Margaret, Queen 0/ Scotland, and Archibald, 
6lh Earl of Angus (1518). 

without foundation, for, be the Queen-mother's defects of 
character what they might, and they were certainly not 

(trivial, she was never otherwise than very careful for her son. 
Personal interest in ecclesiastical preferment was quite 
Bs near Bishop Gavin's heart as the safety of his sovereign 
or the welfare of his country; in asking Cardinal Wolsey 
* Ladykirk 10 Berwickshire, close to the English border. 
' Separate. ' Either forenoon or after. * Fiaser, iv. 79. 
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to obtain him an interview with King Henr>', so that 
Albany's envoys, in London at the same time, might 
receive a proper answer, he is careful to beg him also 
" to remembyr my lytill materis at Rome." ' 

Angus remained in Scotland, and seems to have made 
his own terms with Albany, greatly to the disgust of hb 
learned and pious uncle Gavin, who, on 31st January, 
wrote to Wolsey washing his hands of " the vnworthy Erie 
of Anguse."* Whether by consent of the Regent* or, as 
^^^ is more probable, under his compulsion, Angus 

fa«a«iic, went to France in March 1522, where he was 
hospitably received, although unable to speak a 
word of French. The English agent in Paris, Sir Thomas 
Cheyne, was puzzled, not unnaturally, to understand how 
the Scottish ambassador, which he believed Angus to be, 
could discharge his duty under such a disability ; and then 
it was explained to him that the earl had come to secure 
the French King's good offices on behalf of Bishop Gavin, 
whom Albany had deprived of his benefices.* 

Albany, having rid himself of his principal opponent 
in the State, and having secured the good graces of that 
opponent's wife, the Queen-mother, might now be expected 
to turn his regency to useful account. But matters went 
crossly with him. Henry Vlll. resented his return as a 
breach of treaty, and threatened to invade Scotland if the 
Estates would not dismiss him. Margaret, whose real 
object was to obtain supreme power, played the Regent 
false, sending Surrey, son of the conqueror of Flodden, 
regular information about what went on and about the dis- 
position of troops, Dacre's splendid mendacity wholly baffled 
Albany ; the Scots nobles and people tired of a ruler who 
could speak and understand nothing but French, and whose 
display of military incapacity before Wark in 1523 had 

■ Frascr. W. S3. ' //,iJ., 8;. 

' " And nowe of Inyle the Ede of Angus is gone in lo llic saide Ducke of 
Albuij'e contrarye lo his fkttlic made to luy lotdc Dacre, and swome vpon 
thevangelyEl to ihe contraiye." — Sir Antony Ughtred, Govemoi of Berwick, lo 
Caidanal Wolsey, aist January 1522 (Fraset, i». 323). 

* Lilltri attd Papers, iii. No. 1234. 
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lade him the butt for Skelton's clumsy lampoons- 
erhaps too near the truth to be ignored. 

■■ Hide bnhi so fill 



^ith all hie host 
6f Ihc ^coltieh ttmet, 
Sox all thiir boitst 
^Irt like a bm«t." 

The Regent, for his part, longed for the irresponsible 
ease of life at the French court ; even the charms of frail 
and still beautiful Margaret Tudor were not enough to 
reconcile him to his irksome position. Moreover Margaret 
was not exclusive in her favours ; so, at least, it was openly 
reported. Albany left Scotland, never to return, in May 
1524. 

Angus, meanwhile, had been a prisoner at large in 
France, forbidden to cross the frontier, but kept informed 
of the course of affairs in Scotland by his brother. Sir 
George, and corresponding regularly with Henry viil,, 
who encouraged him in trying to escape. After at least 
^^ one unsuccessful attempt by way of Calais, the 

uupesfrom exile succeeded in making his way through the 
™"«, ISM. Low Countries to Antwerp and Berwick, whence 
he went straight to London, shortly after the final de- 
parture of Albany from Scotland. King Henry and his 
Chancellor wrote at once to Queen Margaret, assuming 
that she would now receive her husband back to his 
rightful position : but this was far from her intention ; 
she would listen to no proposals for his return. On 3 1 st 
July she and Arran accomplished the " erection " of 
James V., who had now attained his thirteenth year. In 
announcing these " ryght gret aktys " [there are really 
no limits to the orthographic eccentricity of the period], 
Margaret begged that King Henry would "consyder that 
thys gret thyng that ve have dwn, hath ben dwn vythout 
the helpe of the sayd ErI of Angus," whose presence in 
Scotland, she explained, would only work mischief. 
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Sir George Douglas [li.] now joined Angus in England, 
bringing news of the displeasure of the Scottish nobles 
and commonalty with the Queen-mother, who had given 
much offence by the openness of her amour with young 
Henry Stuart, a son of Lord Evandale, and had alienated 
from her court such important persons as the Earls of 
Lennox, Glencairn, and Argyll. The nation was ripe for 
the return of Angus, and Sir George's report was fully 
confirmed by English agents and spies. Arran had 
been brought [it were perhaps scant Justice to say 
bought] over to the English interest by a present 
of £ioo from King Henry, and was inclined to forgive 
Angus for the slaughter of Patrick Hamilton in " Cleanse 
the Causeway." On 4th October, the eve of their de- 
parture for Scotland, Angus and his brother George 
concluded a convention with Cardinal Wolsey, whereby 
Angus bound himself to resist any attempt at return on 
the part of Albany, to support the authority of the 
young King of Scots, and to foster his amity with his 
uncle, the King of England. He was also to bear himself 
in such " gentil and lowely maner " to his rebellious wife 
as would lead to their complete reconciliation. Finally, 
preference was to be given always to the English alliance 
over that with France. 

Nevertheless, Angus was still under some suspicion 
on the part of Wolsey that he was secretly inclined to 
the French alliance, and although he and Sir 
^^^^t„ George were dismissed from London with 
Scotiud, every token of confidence and goodwill, they 
were intercepted on the border by the Duke 
of Norfolk, and detained at Newcastle till the end of 
October. Wolsey's suspicion was allayed in a manner 
thoroughly in keeping with the age. Lord Fleming, an 
open and ardent French partisan, was set upon and 
slain by John Tweedie of Druramelzter, a kinsman and 
vassal of Angus, which was taken as sufficient proof of 
the earl's integrity towards his English patrons, especially, 
as Queen Margaret had informed Surrey, because Fleming's 
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sister was Albany's mistress, Therefore Angus was 
allowed to go forward. On i st November he wrote 
from Boncle, his brother George's manor in Berwickshire, 
the following concih'atory letter to his wife: — 

Madame, In my mooste humble and lowly maner 1 commende my 
e lo your grace. It woU picas your grace lo Icnowe that I have beenc 
with the Kingis grace your brother, the whichc is oone of the moost Ciktencd 
princis, and his grace halh enireaicd me so mervelous wclle thai he haih ad- 
detled me, and all that woll do for mc, to do his grace service and honour, in 
so dure as lyelh in my poure, myne allcgenunce excEpIil to the Kingis grace 
my souerane. 

" Madame, t am comme into this tealme to do the Kingis grace, my master, 
and your grace, honour and service, in so ferre as lyes in my poure, and shall do 
the wme as gladly as any other in all the realme of Scotland ; bcseching your 
grace ye wold except it, for there is no roaner of thing that may be wele to the 
Kingis grace my souerain, nor to your graces honour and pleaisour, but I shalbe 
glad lo fulGll the same. 

" Madame, if there be any unfrendis that in my absence have made senestre 
inlommdon of me unto your grace, I wolJ besecbe yout grace that ye wold 
stand so good and gracious lady unto me that ye wold be contentc that I may 
ipeke with your grace, and if I have offended to your grace any tnaner of waye, 
I shall refounne it at the sight and plessour of your scid grace ; bescching your 
girace that ye woll adsrertise me of your myende in writing, os that I shalbe redy 
lo fulfill the same, as knowcth God, who preserve your grace eternally, 

" At Boncle, the (irsi daye of November, by the hand of your humble 



This epistle Queen Margaret returned sealed, as if 
jDnread ; but in fact she had not only read it, but shown 
'It to the English ambassador, Dr. Magnus, who wrote to 
Angus highly approving of its tenour. 

Angus now resumed residence at Tantallon, and had 
constant recourse to King Henry for advice and assistance 
in bringing the Queen to reason. In deference to her ex- 
press wish, he did not attend the November Parliament in 
Edinburgh, but after it had been prorogued on the 19th, 
he rode to the city gate before daybreak with the Earl 
of Lennox, the Master of Glencairn, Scott of Buccleuch, 
and four hundred horse, forced an entrance, and from the 
Mercat Cross they proclaimed themselves true and loyal 
subjects of King James. Margaret caused the castle 
Prom an old copy 1 Fiascr, iv. go. 
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guns to open upon the city, but Angus refrained from 
any act of war, and in the evening withdrew to Dalkeith, 
and afterwards to Tantallon, whence he wrote to King 
Henry, reporting that he had done his utmost to conciliate 
the Queen, but without avail, and referring him for con- 
firmation to the English " imbaxatoris " [ambassadors], 
Magnus and RatclilTe. 

Next he terrified the Abbot of Paisley by offering to 
spend Christmas with him. The abbot fled in dismay, 
having no stomach for party politics, and employed Dr. 
Ma^us to dissuade Angus from his intention. The 
earl explained that he had only chosen Paisley as a 
convenient place to confer with my lord of Lennox. 

At the beginning of 1525 Angus was at Melrose, where 
he obtained an important, though temporary, accession 
from the French party in the persons of Archbishop 
Beaton, the Bishop of Aberdeen, and the Prior of St. 
Andrews. Then followed long and angry negotiations 
between the Queen-mother and the lords, headed by Angus, 
until, on the eve of the meeting of Parliament in February, 
Margaret shut herself up in Edinburgh Castle, threatening 
to bombard the city. The magistrates invited Angus to 
enter the gates, which he did with 600 or 700 horse, 
accompanied by Lennox, leaving a strong force in support 
at Dalkeith. At the eleventh hour Queen Margaret feigned 
to give way, sending Magnus to make her reconciliation 
with Angus, provided he would maintain her authority in 
the State, and would not meddle either with her person or 
her dowry lands, " even gif he is her husband until Whit- 
sunday next." To all this, and more, he willingly con- 
sented ; but secured for his own party that the King should 
be moved out of the castle into Holyrood, and that he 
should act under guidance of a council appointed by 
Parliament, whereon the Queen-mother should have a 
seat.' 

Outward and visible evidence was made of the success 
of Angus's diplomacy, when, on the 23rd February, the 
' Slalt Papcn, Henty VIIL, iv. 321-329. 
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suspended session of Parliament was resumed under King 
James V. in person, Angus bearing the crown, Arran the 
sceptre, and Argyll the sword. Angus and Arran, laying 
aside their blood-feud, sat together on the Council of 
Regency, and the acts of forfeiture against the chief of 
Douglas and his kinsmen were formally repealed. 

But behind all this fair show Margaret was playing a 
Ise part. Within a few hours after signing the convention 
with her husband and the other lords, and before 
"u^utts it had been ratified by Parliament, she sent a 
di^otjr, messenger to Albany in France, urging him to 
return, promising to recognise him as Governor, 
and vowing that she would rather quit the country than 
come to terms with Angus. She admits that she has sent 
ambassadors to England on the part of her son, the King, 
but she will prevent any peace being made till she knows 
the King of France's intentions. If he will help her, she 
will do all in her power against England.' At the same 
time she received Angus, and tried to wheedle him into 
agreeing to a divorce, urging, as a reason, the fable that 
James IV. had not been slain at Flodden, seeing that his 
body had never been found, and that therefore her second 
marriage had been bigamous and illegal. Angus cannot 
have been selfishly anxious to retain an unwilling wife now 
far in the decline of beauty, but, to his credit, he declined 
to entertain any proposal which should affect the legitimacy 
of his daughter Margaret. 

Failing to bend her husband to her will, Queen 

[argaret enlisted the services of the Duke of Albany 

with the Pope, and obtained her desire in the 

Angd*, end. The case was intrusted for trial to the 

"*"** Cardinal of Ancona, dragged on for three 

years, and ended on lith March 1528 in a 

;rec of divorce.* 



iMUrs ami Paftn, iv. Nos. im, 1446. This letler, Leing forwarJed by 
Albany to his (actoc in Rome, wu inlercepted and came into Wolsey's hands. 

' No indication is given in the sentence of the giounds upon which it was 
pronounced, which is vei; unusual. Peihsps the Caidinal thought it discreet 
VOL. II. r 
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In the spring of 1525 Angus was appointed Warden 
• ^^i^ of the East and Middle Marches, whereat Henry 
appointed VIII, WES SO Well pleased that he directed Dr. 
the'tiiarches, Magnus to present the earl with £100. For the 
ijth March noncc the warden had to take the will for the 
deed, Magnus being short of cash at the moment, 
but the compliment was the same. 

In this marlc of King Henry's favour to his brother- 
in-law there was nothing derogatory to the honour of 
Angus. At this period, and for some years later, the earl's 
relations with the English Government were perfectly con- 
sistent with his loyalty to James V. and the interests of 
Scotland. The peace of both realms was continually com- 
promised by the lawless bands of Liddesdale on the one 
side and of Tynedale on the other, and Angus gave good 
earnest of his resolve to stop brigandage within his juris- 
diction. He made a sudden raid upon the Armstrongs, 
most incorrigible of mosstroopers, captured many of them, 
burnt their houses and drove off many cattle, sheep, and 
horses. Gavin Dunbar, Archbishop of Glasgow, being 
closely allied with Angus in policy and administration, 
lent the terrors of the Church to aid the civil power, and 
caused the greater excommunication to be pronounced 
against these Border clans, and circulated in the ver- 
nacular.i 

Pending judgment in the divorce case, Queen 
Margaret's behaviour to the husband she was trying so 
hard to cast off was a model of inconsistency. She would 
neither take her seat in the Council of Regency nor attend 
the Parliament which sat from 6th July till 3rd August 
1525, alleging that she was afraid of Angus. She made it 

not to izkt lo ccrUin vciy solid grounds, which nppear io a letter from John 
DuDcui, one of the agents, lo the Duke of Albany [19th March 151S]. Duncan 
infoima the duke that, as the case was a veiy weighty one, the Cardinal and his 
officers expect to be liberally rewarded, and suggests 100 ducals ns a suitable fee, 
in addition lo ajo ducats already expended. Costs were given against Angus, 
but there were no means of enforcing them, and, in the end, the whole expense 
fell upon Albany. 

' Appendix C, M«mlivu of Cursing agaimt tht Barder datu, p. 90. 
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a condition that he should consent to the divorce, and even 
employed her son, the King, to try and persuade the earl 
to do so by promise of many favours. Angus remained 
firm, and insisted upon his jus mariti in dealing with 
Margaret's dowry lands. He declared his willingness to 
consent to a separation, if any lawful cause for divorce 
could be discovered ; failing which, he was ready to submit 
the question of lands and goods to arbitration.^ Margaret 
continued in close correspondence with Albany, working 
for the French alliance, and using her influence with the 
lords of council to such effect that the treaty of peace with 
England could not be settled. Arran held moodily aloof 
in the west ; a conference between him and Angus came 
to nought; wherefore Angus, foreseeing trouble from the 
Hamilton faction, entered into a bond with the Earls of 
Lennox and Argyll for the defence of King James's person 
and authority.* All three earls were receiving occasional 
subsidies from Henry Vlll. at this time; but, even if the 
English alliance might be held by scrupulous patriots to 
be an undesirable way out of the difficulties of Scotland. 
Angus had always been consistently of opinion that it was 
the best, and could hardly be blamed for his steady resist- 
ance to the return of Albany, whose intention, it was per- 
fectly well known, was to marry Queen Margaret as soon 
as she should be free and as soon as he had got rid of his 
own wife — la fille de Bordeaux. 

The earl's ascendency in the Council of Regency was 
seriously menaced by a revival of the slumbering rivalry 
Ri*«]ijwfth between the Hamiltons and the Douglases. In 
*"»"■ the July Parliament it was decreed that the 

King's person should be intrusted to the custody of Angus 
and Gavin Dunbar, Archbishop of Glasgow, till ist Nov- 
ember, of Arran and the Bishop of Aberdeen till 2nd 
February, of Argyll and Chancellor Beaton till 1st May, 
and of Lennox and the Bishop of Dunblane till 1st 
August. The reversal of the forfeiture of Somerville of 
Cambusnethan for his part in the " Cleanse the Causeway " 

' stale Papcn, Henry V{I{.. iv, 432. » Frascr, iii. 123. 
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affair was decreed by Parliament, and was little to Arran's 
liking, for SomerviUe's lands had been bestowed upon the 
Hamiltons, who did not relish surrendering them. Arran, 
therefore, withdrew once more from public business, leaving 
Angus to do his appointed turn of duty as guardian of the 
King. The Queen-mother also left the court, and went 
to stay with the Earl of Moray in the Highlands, biding 
her time till Arran should relieve Angus in attendance, 
and the court should be voided of a presence so intoler- 
able to her. But when the term of his guardianship 
arrived on ist November, Angus had become aware that ii 
he once let the King out of his keeping it was certain that 
he would lose, and probable that he would never regain, his 
legitimate influence ; nay, that his very life would be in 
jeopardy. Therefore when the time arrived for handing 
over to Arran his guardianship of the King, Angus refused 
Angnsrjo- *° '^^ '^'™ S°' whercupon the Queen assembled 
diBBsioiur- her party at Linlithgow, consisting, among others, 
King, lit Nov of Arran, Moray,' Eglinton, Cassillis, Ross, 
ember is«s- Scmpill, and Evandale. The Homes and Kers, 
aggrieved by the discipline of Angus as Warden of the 
Marches, were now also of the hostile faction, and brought 
a large armed following. Angus promptly met this 
demonstration. With the Earls of Lennox and Argyll he 
marched to Linlithgow in force, carrying with him the King 
himself. Arran retired to Hamilton, and with him went 
the Queen ; whereupon Moray and his Highlanders, having 
no intention of being compromised in a rebellion, came in 
and made their submission to the King. 

Once more Angus seemed to be supreme, and before 
the end of the year he succeeded, despite the persistent 
efforts of the Queen and her party, in obtaining 
peace ''i>«Ji couseut of the council to the treaty of peace 
England, isth which had been so long pending with England, 
■nuary. ^j^.^ ^^^ coucluded at Berwick on isth January 
1526, and ratified by Angus on behalf of Scotland.^ 

Parliament met again on 12th June 1526, two days 
' lUegitiiDflle son of James :v. ' Firdera, av. 114, 122. 
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before King James attained his legal majority of fourteen 
years, This involved the vacation of all offices, and the 
appointment, nominally by the King, of a new Privy 
Council. Neither the Queen nor Arran chose to attend 
the session ; but Angus, who had succeeded Archbishop 
Beaton as Chancellor, adopted a conciliatory course in 
regard to the opposition. He caused the proceedings for 
treason pending against Arran, the Homes, and the Kers to 
be abandoned, and secured the election of Arran to a 
seat on the new Privy Council. Many weeks had not 
to pass before the prudence of this clement policy became 
manifest 

On the other hand, Angus lost the support of one 
colleague upon whom he was entitled to rely. King 
T, , ^- , James had attained more than a mere formal 

Defectioa of ■" 

the Earl of majority ; he was in a position to give effect to 
Lennox. tsA j^j^ preferences and dislikes. Whether he had 
inherited or imbibed his mother's hatred for Angus, he gave 
clear proof that he shared it. Choosing Lennox as his 
chief adviser, he entered into a secret bond with him [36th 
June 1536], which pledged him to do nothing without that 
earl's advice.' The immediate effect of this was that 
Lennox withdrew from his sealed obligation to support 
Angus, and King James conceived the project of escaping 
from his stepfather's control. 

Complaints came from the English wardens of renewed 
I outrages by the Armstrongs and others, and on ryth July 
I Angus started with the King from Edinburgh upon a pro- 
gress through the disturbed districts. A court was held 
at Jedburgh ; many raiders were brought before it, of 
whom some were hanged as past praying for, others were 
pardoned on promising amendment. King James writing to 
Henry vin. an account of his proceedings. In returning 

I to Edinburgh with an escort of three hundred men, the 

King and Angus were " held up " on Melrose Bridge by 
Sir Walter Scott of Branxholm with a force of three 

I thousand. 

^^_ ' TAt Ltnnti, by William Ftascr, ii. 3z6, 
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Angus now set vigorously to work to put down that 
chronic brigandage on the Border which so gravely im- 
perilled peaceful relations with England. Among the 
most distressing results of two centuries of almost inces- 
sant war with England, was the condition of the 
•gainst the Border clans. Their means of honest living had 
*™*^''^'' vanished under the perennial visitations of fire 
and sword ; when their flocks and herds were 
driven off, they must either recoup themselves by " lifting " 
from somebody else, or starve. Thus it came to pass that, 
as often as foreign relations permitted attention to be given 




Fig. ao.— Seal of Archibald, 6th Earl of Angus (1514-1556). 

to domestic affairs, these Armstrongs and Elliots, Irvings 
and Olivers, Nicksons and Dicksons, the very best and 
hardiest light horsemen of western Europe, came under 
punishment, whereof the mode, unfortunately, was indis- 
tinguishable in character from the original crime. Bum 
their houses and crops, drive off their cattle and horses, 
take away their means of living, and thai cut them down 
or hang them up by scores 1 

It was pitiful work for Scottish soldiers, and must have 
been a dreary experience for the young King, whom Angus 
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I always took with him on these disciplinary expeditions, as 
much with the purpose of keeping him from the opposite 
faction as of teaching him his functions as a ruler. 

During one such visitation in 1527 a party of Arm- 
strongs were overtaken in Liddesdale ; eighteen of them 
were slain in open mellay, fourteen were hanged on the 
spot, twelve more were taken to Edinburgh and hanged 
there. 

Undoubtedly some degree of severity was necessary to 
put down lawless raiding, and good relations could not be 
restored or maintained with England unless it were ended. 

. Angus had to choose between giving up his consistent 
policy of an English alliance, and dealing harshly with 
his own turbulent countrymen. That Wolscy made it his 
interest to foment discord between parties in Scotland is 
perfectly clear; it is equally clear that Angus, not realising 
this, was absolutely sincere in seeking the welfare of his 
country in a close alliance with her more powerful neigh- 
bour. The following extract from a letter written by him 
on 29th December 1527, as Chancellor of Scotland, to the 
cardinal, bears the stamp of truth in every line : — 

n ill tymes 






" My loid, plesil your grace be remembcrit liow my forcbcaiis 
hipast has bene about to foster and furthebeir gud lufT, peaji und re 
Iwa realmes and athir of the princes Iberof, as is notourly knawin 
sindry in thli partis succeding efter thame ; and giff I wald presume la be so 
bald or foilhaidy, nochl followand the (utsteppb of wysmenn past of before, 
to attempt to do ocht in conliaii thet wysdomys, I micht wele be reput and 
baldin tychi unwys*, and, mare attom, buith unthaiikfull and imkynd, consider- 
ing the oeimes of blud the twa princes slandis in at this tyme, the gicil kyndncs 
and hamanite, spedftll fiivoris and divcrss giatitudis done to me be the Kiogis 
hienes of England and your grace, sa that my hull mynd and intencioune has 
evir bene, sen I grew to ony perfectioune, and mekill raaii sen I was constitut in 
ofRce and auctorite, and ane hevy cure laid ode me, to study alwayis possibil for 
the inteiteyning and uphalding of gud peax, amitc and concord betuii thir twa 
realmes, punising of trespossouris, and puttin of justice to dew execudoune, and 
to do that thing mycht be acceplabill or plesand to the Kingis hienes, your 
tovenue, and your grace, above all erdly prince, hisdeiresl nephew my soverane 
alUneily exceptit. Bot as for the favouris of France or ony theiin, sallTand the 
plessout of the Kingis hienes your soverane and of your grace, I set it at litiJl, 
or elUs rycht nocht, bot in gudlynes,* for I fand na &vouris thare bot coUusioune 
and dissait, as is ncle kend. 

' 1 reckon it of little or no boot [use] in viklue. 
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" Aod now Lhp noyis is the Duk of Atbanic procuris sautFT-conducland licence 
of the kitigis bieties your sovenine to icturn heic, allegntnd he has my sdverane's 
consent Iherto ; the contrary thorof is verray thcew, as his hiencs hasdcclaric 
before Leonird Musgraiff, Ecnlilmano. And I traist fennly the kingis hienes 
of Eingland and youce grace has piovidit sa surely and substantiously foe the wcle 
and iniiempnite of his dcttest nephew, endunng his lessage,' thai ye will now 
continew and persevere quhen his grace is grawin to consider the sammyn be 
perlil intelligence. And ' I ma knaw the kingis hienes your sovetanis gud mynd 
and youi gracis in that beliallT, I sail, with Goddis gtace, resist the said Duk, 
and do his hienes maie steid and plcssoui with tefull service than he ina do." ' 



MONITION OF CURSING AGAINST THE HORDER CLANS 



The foUowing pastoral was issued by Gavin Dunbar, 
Archbishop of Glasgow, and directed to be read by the 
priests of Border parishes to their flocks. Contrary to 
usual practice, it is expressed in the vernacular, and 
certainly the awful terms of the greater excommunication 
must thereby have sounded with more terrific effect in the 
hearing of rural congregations. 

"Gude Folks, heir at my Lord Ardiibischop of Glasgwis leliera under his 
round sete, direct to mc or any uther chapellane, makand mensioim, with greit 
regrait, how hevy he beris Ihe pieteous, lamenlabill and dolorous complain!: that 
pass our all reiUnie and cummis lo his eris, be oppin voce and fame, how our 
Boverane lordis trew licgis, men, wifhs and bamys, bocht and redemit be the 
precious blude of our Salviour Jhesu Crist, and levand in his lawis, ai saikleslie ' 
port murdrist, port slane, brynl, heryit, spuUeit and lefl, oppirdy on day ticht 
and under silens of the night, and thair takkis* and landis laid waist, and Ihair 
self banyst Iherfra, als wele kirklandis as utheris, be commoun iratouris, revaris,* 
thdffis, duelUnd in the south part of this realnie, sic as Tevidale, Esdale, Liddis- 
dale, Ewisdale, Nedisdalc and AnnandeidaiU ; quhilkis hes bene diverse ways 
persewic and punist be the temperate swerd and our Soverane Lordis auclorile, 
and dredis oocht the samyn. 

"And Ihairfoir my said Lord AichibiKhop of Glasgw hes Ihocht expedient 
to strike thame wilh the terribill swerd of halykirk, quhilk thai may nucht tang 
endur and resist ; and hes cha^ejt me, or any uther chapellane, to denounce. 



' During his minority. 

' Original in British Museum. Given by Fraser, i 
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Heclnir and proclame thftim oppinly and generalie cursit, it IhU maikel-cioce, 
■nd all utheris public places. 

" Heiifor Ibiaw Ihe auclorite of Almichly God, ihe Fader of hevin, bU Son, 
Dur SaJviour, Jhcsu Crist, and of the Hal/gaist ; thiow the suclorite of the 
BlUsit Viigin Sanct Muy, Sonet Michuel, Sanct Gabriell, und ill the angellis ; 
Sanct Johns the Baptist, and all the haly patriaikis and prophets i Sanct Peter, 
Sanct Paull, Sanct Andro, and all haly apposlillis ; Sanct Slephin, Sanct 
Lauicnc«, and nil haly menheris;' Sanct Gile, Sanct Martyn, and all haly 
confessouris; Sanct Anne, Sanct Katherin, and all baly viiginis and matronis ; 
and of all the Sanctis and haly cumpany of bevio ; be the auctorite of our Haly 
Fader (he Paip and his cardinalis, and of my said Lord Acchibischop of Glasgw, 
be the avise and assistance of my loidis, aicblbischop, lHscho[Hs, abbotis, 
prioucis, and utheris prelatis and ministeris of halykirk, I denouncb, I'RO- 
CLAttis, and CECLARts all and sindiy the commitcaris of the said saikles 
murthurii, slauchterit, bimyng, heir«:hippes, reiRis, thjftis and spulexeis, 
opiunly apon day licht and undec silence of nichi, alswele vrithin temporalc 
landis as kiiklandis ; logitbcr with Ibair part takaris, ussistaris, sappleaiis, 
wittandlie resettaris of tbair personis, the gudes left and stollen be thaim, art 
or part therof, and Ihair counsalouris and ddcndouris, of thait evil dedis ^nemlic 
curiil, waiyit,' a^;r^eite, and na^gregeite, with the gteit euranE- 

"I CUKSE Ihiiir held and alt the haris of thaii heid ; I curse thair face, 
thair ene, thair mouth, thair neise, thair touog, thair teilh, tbair crag, thiir 
tchalderia, thair brebt, thair hert, tbaii Etomok, thair t«k, Ihnii wame, thair 
armes, thair leggis, thair handis, thair feit, and everilk pan of thaii body, fra 
the lop of thair heid to the soill of thair leit, befoir and behind, within and 
withoot. I CURSR thoim gangand, and I curse thaim lydand ; I cussE thaim 
[tondand, and I curse thaim sitland ; 1 cursb thaim etand, and I CURSK thaim 
drinkand ; I curse thaim walkand,* I ci;rsb thaim slepand ; I curss thaim 
rysand ; I cursb thaim lyand ; 1 ct;R.sK thaim at hame ; I ctlRsR thaim fra 
hamc ; I CURSB thaim within the house; I CUXSB thaim without the house; I 
ciiRSB thoii wifhs, thait barnis, and thaii seivandis partidpand with thoim in 
thair dddes. I wary' ihair eomys, thair caiales, thair woll, thair scheip, 
thair hoise, thair swyne, thair geise, thoii henna's, and all thaii quyk gude.' I 
WARV thait hatlis, thair chalmetis, thair kecbingis, thair siahillis, thair barn]*s, 
thiur bins, thair bernyardis, thair cailyardis, thair plewis, thair harrowis, and 
the gudis and housis that is necessair for thait sustentatioun and weilfoit. All 
the mslesouns and waiesouns thai < ever gat warldlie crealur Ken the begynnj'ng 
of the worlde (o this hour mot licht apon thoim. The maledictioun of God, 
that lichtil apon Lucifer and all his fallowis, that sttak thaim frae the hie hevin 
to Ihe deip hell, mot licht apon thaim. The fire and the iwerd that stoppil 
Adam fra the yeltis of Paradise, mot stop thaim fra the gloir of tievin, quhill 
thai forbere and raak aroetidis.' The malesoun that lichtil on cuisit Cayeiri, 
quhen he slew his hruther just Abelt soiklessly, mot licht on thaim for the 
saikles slaucbtei that thai commit doilic. The maledictioun that lichtit apon all 
Ihe warlde, man and beist, and all that ever tuke life, quhen all wes drownit be 



' As lioig u they foibeaj to make amends. 
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the Aude of Noye, except Naye nnd hi!; ark, mot licht apon thame and dtoune 
[Iiame, man and bcisl, and mak Ihis realm cummiiles' uf Ibame for Ihaii wickel 
EynO)^ The tbutuiour and fiieflauchtis' that let doun u rane apon the cities of 
Zodomaand Gomota, with all the landis about, and bryni ihamc for thair vile 
synnys, inol rane upon thame, and bime thame foi oppin synnys. The malesoun 
and cotifuaioun thai llchlit on the Gigantis for thair oppressioun and pride. 
Uggand the tour of Babitoun, mot confound Ihaim and all thair werkis, for thnir 
oppin reiffs and opptesaioon. All the plogis that fell apon Pharao and his 
pepill of Egipt, thsii landis, come and cataill, mot fall apon thaim, thair takkis 
rowmys' and sledingis, comys and beistis. The watter of Twejd and utheris 
watteris quhnii thai ride mot droun thaim, as the Reid Scy drownil King Pharao 
and the pepill of Egipt, persewing Godia pepill of IctcbII. The erd mot oppin. 
lifTe and cleiff,' and swelly thaim quyk' to hell, as its wellyit ciusil Dathan and 
Abiron, that ganestude Moeses and the command of God. The wyld fyre that 
biynt Thore and his fallowis to the nowmcr of twa hundreth and fyftyi "'^ 
utheris 14,000 and 703 at anys, usurpand aganis Moyses and Ataon, servandis 
of God, mot suddanely bime and consume thaim, dailie ganestandand the com- 
mandis of God and hnlykirk. The malediclioun that tichlit suddanely upon fair 
Absolon, lydand conirair his fader, King David, servand of God, throw the 
wod, quhcn the braochis of ane tre fred ' him of his horse and hangit him be the 
hair, mol licht npon thaim, rydand agane trewe Scottis men, and hang Ihaim 
uclike that all the warld may se. The maledictioun that lichtil apon Oliefemus, 
lieutenant to Nab(^odonoser, makand weir and tieirschippis apon trew ciistin 
men ; the maledictioun that lichtit apon Judas, I'yiot, Herod, and the Jowis that 
crucifyit Our Lord, and all the plagis and trublis that lichtit on the cine of 
Jhemsalem thairfor, and upon Symon Magus for his Qmony, bludy Nero, cur^t 
Ditius Makcensius, Olibrius, Julianiu, Apostila and the lailf of the cruell tirranis 
that slew and murthirit Criatis haly servandis, mot licht apon (hame for thair 
cruell liranny and murthirdome of crislin pepill. And all the vengeance that 
ever wes takin Sen the warlde began for oppin synnys, and all the pli^is and 
pestilence that ever fell on man or beist, mot fall on thum lor thair oppin reitf, 
stiiklessc slauchler and schedding of innocent blude. I dissbver and pairtis 
thaim Ira the kirk of God, and deliveris thaim quyk to the devill of hell, as the 
Apostili Sanct Paull deliverit Corinthion. I intkrditb the places ihay cum 
in fra divine service, ministiacioun of the sacramentis of halykirk, except the 
sacrament of baptissing allanerlic;' and forbiddis all kirkmen to schriffe or 
absolve thaim of ihaire synnys, quhill " thai be first absolyeit of this curing. I 
FORBID all cristin man or woman (ill have ony cumpany with thame, ctand, 
drynkand, spekand, prayand, lyand, gangend, slandand, or in any uthct deid 
doand, under the paine of deidly syn. I discharge all bandis, actb contractis, 
aitbis, and obligaliounis made to thaim be ony peisounis, outher of lawte," 
kyndenes or maurenl, satang as thai susteine this cursing ; sua that na man be 
bundin to thaim, and that thai be bundin till all men. I tak Tra thame and 
ciyis doune att the gude dedis that ever thai did or soil do, quhill thai ryie fra 



' Disencumbered. ' Lightning. 

* May the enrlh open, split, and cleave. 
' Freed. ' Only. « Until. 
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this cursing. I dbclarb thaim parties ^ of all matynys, messis, evinsangis, 
dirigeis or utheris prayeris, on buke or beid ; of all pilgrimagis and almoose 
dedis done or to be done in halykirk or be cristin pepill, enduring this cursing. 

"And, finaly, I condemn thaim perpetualie to the deip pit of hell, to 
remain with Lucifeir and all his fallowis, and thair bodeis to the gallowis of the 
Burrow Mure, first to be hangit, syne revin and ruggit with doggis, swyne and 
utheris wyld beistis, abhominable to all the warld. And thir candillis gangis 
fra your sicht, as mot^ thair saulis gang fra the visage of God, and thair gude 
fame fra the warld, quhill thai forbeir thair oppin synnys foirsaidis and ryse fra 
this terribill cursing, and male satisfactioun and pennance." ' 

" Without port in. ' So may. 

' State Papers, Henry VII I, , vol. iv. 417-419. 
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The position of Chancellor Angus at the beginning of 
1528 seemed almost beyond rivalry. Decree of divorce 
had been pronounced between him and his wife on 1 1 th 
March, and the Queen had immediately availed herself thereof 
to marry Henry Stuart publicly, as she had probably done 
long before in private. But Angus, in the words of Pitscottie, 
" tuik lyttitl sussie ^ of the samin, bot gyditt and rulHt the 
King as he picissit. . . . And nane at that tyme durst 
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stryue witht ane Douglas, nor yeit ane Douglas man, for gift 
they wa]d, they got the war." ' 

Nevertheless secret influences were at work, unsuspected 
not only by the " witte " of the Chancellor, whereof Magnus 
Qatm thought so poorly, but by the infinitely keener 

Hugant intellects of his brothers George and William. 
stiriiDS One cannot trace the cause which induced King 

Cutte. 15A jatnes to besiege his mother and Stuart in Stirling 
Castle, but it is scarcely possible that he acted herein in- 
dependently of his stepfather. Lesley, however, makes no 
mention of Angus in the matter. Queen Margaret sur- 
rendered to her son on 27th March, and interceded witli 
him on her knees for her new husband. 

Next, a bewildering change comes over the course of 
affairs. King James was with Angus at Eastertide ad- 
monishing him, it is said, for want of energy in repressing 
lawlessness on the Border, Again, on 27 th May, the King 
and his Chancellor were conferring in Edinburgh on the 
same matters, and Angus wrote, by direction of King James, 
to Dacre, assuring him that a force was to assemble on 22nd 
June to deal once more with the border banditti. But when 
the appointed day came, James wrote to Henry to say that 
he had been obliged to put off the expedition in order 
to deal with the discontent of certain persons with the 
administration of Chancellor Angus,* 

This was, to say the least, a mild paraphrase of what 
had taken place. The combined exertions of Queen Margaret 
and Archbishop Beaton had prevailed to undermine the 
Douglas party. King James had escaped from control of 
Angus, eluding even the vigilance of Sir George Douglas, 
P«ii of ^^'^ taken up residence with his mother at Stirling, 

Angm, and bestowed upon his latest stepfather, Henry 

Stuart, the title of Lord Methven. Arran and 
Moray, by one of those bewildering changes of sides so 
characteristic of the Scottish nobility, are now found leagued 
with Beaton against the Douglases, who, by the sudden 
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of the King to the of^xtsition party, iave been 
transforTDcd into rebels. 

On 19th June King James m^e proclamation that 
neither the Eari of Angus nor any other of the name of 
Douglas should come within seven miles of bis person. On 
9tfa July further proclamation was issued forbidding all 
persons to hold any communicattoa «-ith Angus, hi^ tuo 
brothers, or hts uncle. Sir Archibald of Kilspindie, upon 
pain of death, and that no Douglas retainers were to remain 
in Edinbui^h after four o'clock that day. Angus was 
deprived of the chancellorship, of course. Archbishop 
Dunbar succeeding to the seals. Lord Maxwell was made 
Provost of Edinburgh in room of the disgraced Kilspindie. 

T^ SI. — S^dtuTC of Aichibald Dot^Us of KilspiDdie (14S0-IS40). 

This Sir Archibald Douglas of Kilspindie [xlviii.] was 
the fourth son of Bell-the-Cat [xliii.j, and had won the 
>Mii •zw affection of King James in a d^ree denied to 
his more powerful nephew. James affectionately 
called him " Greysteil " after the hero of a 
popular ballad, and in 1526, when John, Lord 
Lindsay was under summons for treason, before 
the charge was tried, the King anticipated the verdict by 
bestowing Lindsay's lands and goods upon Gre>'steil, " in 
cace the said Johne beis fforfatt, as said is." ^ In the same 
year he became Treasurer of Scotland, which office he held 
till the fall of his chief in 1528. 

Angus was ordered to pass and remain north of the 
Spey, a kind of petty Siberia of the Stuart Kings, while 
Sir George and Greysteil were to be warded alternately in 
Edinburgh Castle as security for him. Angus, however, 
preferred to trust to his own strong walls of Tantallon, 
wherein he shut himself to abide the coming storm, and 
was joined there by George and Greysteil. 
' Pilcaim, i. '239. 
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^^^t Parliament having been hastily summoned ad hoc, a 

^^y packed committee of five earls, five bishops, and a prior, 

known to be hostile to the Douglases, decreed the forfeiture 

of the lives, lands, and goods of all these three chevaliers.^ 

Angus's former friends, Archbishop Dunbar of Glasgow and 

I the Earl of Arran, were among his judges in this matter. 
On Sth September, the day this crushing sentence was 
jpronounced, Angus and his brother, Abbot William, rode 
:lo Norham, asked for and obtained leave of the English 
warden to pass into England for a few days until King 
James should dismiss his troops, when Angus would return 
fjind resume possession of his lands in defiance of the King. 
j Meanwhile these lands had been assigned to the lords 
who remained loyal to James and his mother, Argyll was 
rewarded with Abernethy, Arran with Bothwell, Moray with 
Boncle, Maxwell with Craw ford -Douglas and Dunsyre. 
Douglasdale was divided between Sir James Hamilton and 
the Sheriff of Ayr. Scott of Buccleuch received Jedburgh 
Forest ; Preston went to Mark Ker, Tantallon the King 
determined to retain in his own hands. Only Lord Home 
refused to enrich himself out of the spoil thrown loose by 
the ruin of his friend. 

Thus was the Earl of Angus driven into open rebellion 
against his sovereign. He has been harshly judged all 
along by many writers; but an impartial study of the 
voluminous and contradictory materials for Scottish history 
at this period causes him and his brother George to stand 
out almost alone among Scotsmen of leading, consistent, up 
to this point at least, in endeavour to maintain the authority 
of their King, and to extricate him from his mother's sinister 
machinations, and their country from the inevitable evils of 
a French entanglement. They failed ; the much-needed 
peace with England was postponed for two generations, and 
Scotland stood committed in the coming religious strife to 
the cause of papacy. 

Angus returned to Tantallon in order, says Godscroft, 
I though the anecdote is suppressed in his published history, 
' A(l! ef Pari. Seal., a. 324-326. 
VOL. II. G 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



to put his charters and family papers in safety while he 
should be absent from the country. This he did by stuffing 
them into a huge brazen beef-pot, which was buried in 
solid rock near the castle gate. Luckily for the cause of 
history, they were not disturbed in their resting-place until 
the earl returned after fifteen years of exile. 

As Angus had foreseen, the King could not afTord to 
keep his army together, but dismissed them to the harvest 
on loth September. On that very night Angus, 
who had returned to Tantallon, sent a party 
to burn the villages of Cranston and Cousland, 
within sight of Edinburgh, " that the king mycht 
have light to see to risse withaU upon Fryday in the morn- 
yng."' King James retaliated by investing, and probably 
capturing Douglas Castle.* 

Early in October the King made an expedition to 
Coldingham Priory, where Angus had taken up quarters 
because of its proximity to the English border. Angus 
had but a couple of hundred men to defend it withal, too 
few to cope with the King's forces, so he drew off to a 
neighbouring height, and watched the King taking posses- 
sion. Having put Lord Home in charge, James rode off 
towards Edinburgh. Angus, who had been reinforced in 
the meanwhile, immediately gave chase, and pursued his 
Sovereign hard to the gates of Dunbar, which was then 
held by a French garrison for the Duke of Albany. Then 
the earl returned, expelled Home, perhaps nothing loth, 
from Coldingham, and took up his abode there to watch 
the course of events. King James laid siege to Tantallon 
on 1 8th October ; but the garrison were faithful to thdr 
absent lord. They made good their defence till 4th 
November, when James raised the siege and returned to 
Edinburgh. Angus straightway took possession of Tan- 
tallon ; he did more ; he captured the King's siege-train 
near Dirleton, putting to flight the infantry escort and 



' Statt Pafers, Henry fill., i 
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slaying David Falconer, who was in command, an officer 
greatly esteemed by King James. Then, with a touch of 
chivalry, he released his prisoners. 

" I wald nocht," be wrote lo the Eul of Northumberland, "dishonour the 
king here sa fer as to bald his artaillie, bot convoyit the sammyn my selfTquhiil ' 
it was fuTthe ol danger, and sufTcrit the nmister of aitoiltic to pas, and pniyil 
him to commend my lauly service unto my snueraue, and to schew bis grace 
that I have bene tiew serrand and subiecl to the sammyn, and that 1 gane his 
grace na wyle of ocht that was done lo me, bot to the cvill avisit personis about 
his grace nocht worthy thcrlo, and had done sic dishonour to him at this tymc 
liiai roycht nevir amend iL" ° 

During these events Sir George Douglas was at the 
English court, as his brother's representative, while King 
James's side of the quarrel was laid before Henry viii. by 
Patrick Sinclair. The truce which Angus had effected in 
1525 between the two kingdoms was on the point of expiry, 
James's anxiety for its renewal gave King Henry an open- 
ing to plead for the restoration of Angus, who, on his own 
part, sent Andrew Cairns, a friar, to King James with an 
offer of submission, pledging himself to surrender all his 
castles, and to do loyal service in the future as he had done 
in the past. James, with the consent of his council, accepted 
the offer, and gave his kingly word that he would receive 
Angus back to favour, provided Tantallon Castle were 
given up to him at once. History contained too many and 
too recent lessons of what came of reliance by a Douglas 
on the faith of a Stuart. Angus replied by calling on 
I the King to begin doing his part of the bargain also, 
and added that unless the pardon extended to " the leist lad 
that perteins to me I had levire' nevire haue heretage in 
Scotland." * 

All negotiations and attempts at reconciliation, though 
renewed repeatedly by Angus, by King Henry, and by 
Dr. Magnus, utterly failed to move King James from his 
purpose. It were more accurate, perhaps, to dwell on the 
inflexibility of his mother, the cardinal, and others about the 

• Until. • Frascr, iT. 137. " Lit/er, rather. 

* Originil in British Museum, quoted by Fnuer, ii. 248. 
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King, for, after al), James was but a lad of sixteen at this 
time. Angus remained at Tantallon till the middle of May 
1529, supporting himself by raids in the Lothians, 

The Earl of Bothwell was made Lieutenant of Lothian, 
and operated so effectively that, on 1 3th May, Angus wrote 
to Wolsey to inform him; "Sa scherply I am 
""■• * ma nocht weill remane 
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it, and for the cause which brought it alxjut, and Calder- 
wood, it must be remembered, was not a contemporary. 
He alleges that when'Arran lay dying in 1529, he urged 
upon King James that he should receive Angus back to 
favour, because, of alt the Scottish lords, he alone was true, 
and assured the King that Angus had suffered through the 
calumny of interested persons. Certain it is that at this 
time Tantallon was given up to the King • — the first condi- 
tion of the stipulated peace — " but," adds Calderwood, " hard 
and difficilt it was to satisfy our king; the castell was 
raundered, but the conditiouns upon the king's part were 
not keeped." * 

Angus, therefore, returned to England. The truce had 
been renewed, but everything pointed to hostilities between 
the two nations. Up to this point Angus, though he had 
been in arms against his Sovereign, had always professed 
loyalty to his person, and undoubtedly meant it. Now, 

I Lelter of Philip Dicie lo Loid Dscre, 4th April i$y3.—Ltlltrs and Papers, 
iv. No, 6305. 

' Caldeiwood, i. 10a 
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however, he took a step impossible to justify or palliate: 
On 25th August 1533 he entered into an ex- 
lesee'deat pHcit agreement with King Henry, promising 
tart, Auput u ^y j^jg Qjijg gj^ij ji^ jj^g worde of a gentleman " 
to serve, in the event of war with Scotland, 
" with suche his servauntis, adherentis and frendes as he 
can by any meanes procure"; in consideration whereof 
Henry bound himself to increase the earl's pension to 
£1000 a year, and to continue the same until he should be 
restored to his estates in Scotland.' There was more and 
worse. For the first time we come, in this deplorable docu- 
ment, upon a renewal by King Henry of the old claim 
of the Kings of England to the overlordship of Scotland. 
Angus pledged himself " at the commencement and be- 
gynning of the said warre" to take the oath of allegiance 
to Henry and recognise him as supreme lord of Scotland. 
No peace was to be made with Scotland till Angus was 
restored to his possessions, 

Angus did not shrink from fulfilling his part of this 
odious compact. The war took the indefinite form of raids 
and counter-raids upon the Border, wherein the earl, his 
brother, and uncle did their utmost to inflict death and 
damage upon their own countrymen. A truce was patched 
up in May 1534, in which, although Henry failed to fulfil 
his obligation to insist upon the restitution of the Douglases 
as a condition, he continued to urge his nephew to take 
them back into favour. 

It was in vain. As he grew in years James became 
more implacable against the whole house of Douglas, and 
concentrated his vengeance upon one of them who re- 
mained within his power. Mention has been 
Jao'et'ildy made above ^ of Janet [liii.], third sister of the 
fs!r."^"''' ^"^ °'" ^"S^^- ^^'^ '^'■st husband, the 6th 
Lord Glamis, is supposed to have died in 
December 1537, a few months before Angus was for- 
feited. Not unnaturally. Lady Glamis persisted in holding 



' OHgia^l in Britbh Museum, quoted by Frnsei, 1 
' Se< p. S3, lufra. 
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intercourse with her brothers, Angus and George, after 
the proclamation against them, and for this ofTence was 
twice summoned before Parliament' Failing to appear, 
she was " put to the horn " — outlawed — her posses- 
sions being forfeited and bestowed upon Gavin Hamilton. 
This was done during her absence abroad upon a 
pilgrimage, by special licence under the Privy Seal,* 
Returning to Scotland in 1531, fresh summonses were 
issued against her for treason " or for ony vthir crimes," * 
but a jury could not be got to pass upon her assize, 
many gentlemen being fined for declining to serve; Next, 
in January 1532, she was arraigned upon a totally 
different charge, namely, that of having caused the death 
of her husband per intoxicationem. which probably meant 
by potions, poison, or charms. The same difficulty as 
before arose to delay the trial, no less than thirty-two 
gentlemen paying the statutory fine rather than have 
any hand in such detestable proceedings.' 

Defects in the criminal records prevent us tracing the 
consecutive steps in the persecution of this unfortunate 
lady; it was not until the year 1537 that her trial finally 
took place. This time the charge had undergone a third 
metamorphosis, fabricated, it is alleged, by one William 
Lyon, a relative of the deceased Lord Glamis, in 
revenge for Lady Glamis's refusal to listen to his dis- 
honourable addresses. The two articles in this new 
dittay set forth that she had "committit art and part 
of the tressonable conspiratioune and ymaginatioune 
of the slauchter and destructioun of our souerane lordis 
maist nobile persone be poysone, and for art and part 
of the tressonable assistance, suppl^, ressett, intercora- 
monyng and fortifying of Archibald, sumtyme Erll of 
Anguse and George Douglas hir brether, traytouris and 
rebellis, in tressonabill maner."^ Before the trial came 
on, Archibald Campbell of Skipnish, whom Lady Glamis 

' Acts of Pari. Siol., ii. 331. 

* KtgiitruiH Sartli Sigilli, 30th Septembci 1530. 

' Pitcairn, i. *lS9. * Ibid., 'isS. 
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rhad married two or three years before, was arrested and 
imprisoned, as were also her sons, John, Lord Glamis and 
George Lyon, and an aged priest called John Lyon, 
The jury, which included the Earls of Athol and 
Buchan, Robert, Lord Maxwell, the Master of Glencairn 
and Home of Cowdenknowes, convicted the accused ; but, 
affected, it is said, by her eloquent defence, and perhaps 
by her great beauty, before pronouncing doom, sent two 
of their number to move the King to exercise his pre- 
rogative of mercy, or at least to order sufficient delay to 
allow inquiry to be made into the character and ante- 
cedents of certain witnesses for the prosecution. But 
King James knew no mercy for a Douglas: he refused 
to interfere, and sentence was pronounced that Lady 
Glamis was to be taken to the Castle Hill of Edinburgh 
" and thair brent in ane fyre to the deid " — to be burnt 
alive — which execrable act was performed on 17th July 
iS37i fivfi days after the Master of Forbes suffered the 
more merciful doom of decapitation for part in the same 
alleged conspiracy. In reporting the circumstances to 
Henry VIII., Sir Thomas Clifford passed the comment 
that Lady Glamis's doom was, " as I can perceyue, without 
any substanciall ground or proyf of mattir." 

There was more, James seemed determined to purge 
the land of all in whose veins the blood of Douglas 
ran. On the day following his mother's execution, the 
young Lord Glamis was tried and convicted on a charge 
of knowledge and concealment of the alleged conspiracy 
against the King. A confession was extracted from him 
by means afterwards explained in an Act of Parliament 
[I Sth March 1 542], namely, that he made it under 
threat of the rack, and after witnesses had been severely 
tortured on the rack in his presence. He was condemned 
to be hanged and drawn, but there James, by the grace 
of God King of Scots, found enough grace to remit the 
sentence upon the lad to one of imprisonment for life 
and forfeiture of ail his estates. Five years later, after 
the death of King James, this doom was revoked by 
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Parliament, and Lord Glamis was restored- The tale 
of this inhuman tragedy was completed by the fate of 
Lady Glamis's husband, Campbell of Skipnisb, who fell 
over the rocks in trying to escape from Edinburgh Castle 
on the day after his wife's execution, and was dashed to 
pieces, and by the decapitation of John Lyon for art and 
part in the forged conspiracy. 

With all the fell hatred that is born of fear. King 
James, haunted by apprehension of the return of the 
Douglases, continued relentless in punishing all who were 
suspected of friendly relations with Angus, " Few do 
escape," wrote the Duke of Norfolk to Cromwell, " that 
may be known to be friends to the Earl of Angus, or near 
kinsmen. They be daily taken and put in prison. It is 
said that such as have lands of any good value shall suffer 
at this next Parliament, and such as have little shall 
refuse the name of Douglas and be called Stuarts, . . . 
So sore a dread King and so ill-beloved of his subjects 
was never in that land ; every man that hath any 
substance fearing to have a quarrel made to him there- 
fore." ' 

Upon one branch of the house of Douglas, indeed, the 
" Red Tod " cast a mingled aspect of love and hate. His 
former mistress, Margaret, daughter of Lord Erskine, had 
become the wife of Robert Douglas of Lochleven. She 
had borne the King a son, afterwards to become famous 
as the Regent Moray; and in 1536 James entertained 
serious intentions of obtaining her divorce from Douglas 
in order to make her his queen, and addressed the Pope 
to that end.* Had that been carried into effect, and the 
bastard legitimised by a trifling feat of ecclesiastical 
legerdemain, what fine scope for speculation there is about 
the results of an able Stuart of full age succeeding as 
James vi. 

But this was not to be, James chose a French wife, 
and the realm of Scotland had to " dree its weird." An 



1 



' State Faftrs, HeitT 
' Letters and Papers, 



VIII,, 



^^m DEATH OF QUEEN MARGARET 105 I 

^^^H evil weird, truly, under this fifth James. Like so many 1 

^^^P of his race, he had entered upon the kingly office full J 

^^^^ of intentions of firm and just governance ; but every- 
thing went awry under his hand. In the north, the Clan 
Chattan were decreed to extermination, no creature of 
them to be spared but priests, women, and children. 
In the west, the Macdonalds and Macleans were at 
destructive war with the Campbells, whose chief, the 
Earl of Argyll, upon whom James could place reliance, 
died in 1530. In the south, after the removal of the 
Douglases, no better means than the gallows - tree could 
be devised for the disposal of Johnnie Armstrong of 
Gilnockie and his mossriders, the hardiest cavalry in 
Europe. For heretics, the horrid bale-fires of persecution 
were kindling here and there ; upon the whole land 
descended clouds of inarticulate dread and helpless 
dolour. 

In 1 44 1 Queen Margaret, stricken with palsy, died at 
Methven. On her deathbed she is said to have repented 
Duthor ^°^ ^^^ conduct to Angus, and charged her con- 
QtMcn (isssors " that thay shold seek on thar knees 

October befor the kyng, and to beseche hem that he 
'***■ wold be good and grachous unto the Erell of 

Anguyshe, and dyd extremly lament and aske God marcy 
that she had afendet unto the sayd Erell as she hade," ' 
It is wise to give restricted credence to reports of deathbed 
confessions, A woman dying in four days of paralysis 
is scarcely likely to have been capable of speech; but 
was a very fit subject for the representations of inter- 
ested bystanders. The land was full of King Henry's 
spies. 

Whether his mother's message had any effect in soften- 
ing the King's feelings towards Angus we have no means 
of judging, for James's own sands had nearly run out. 
Calderwood, indeed, declares that he resolved to recall the 
earl for the defence of the realm, but in this Calderwood's 
testimony is of dubious weight. Neither need we scan 

' State Pafitrs, Hmrj VJII., v. 194. 
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too critically Sir Walter's Scott's picture of the King's 
remorse : — 

"Why U it at each tam I trace 
Some Biemory of thai exiled race? 
Can I nol mountain maiden spy, 
But she must bear the Douglns eye? 
Can I nol view a Highland bruid, 
But it DiusC match the Douglas hand ? 
Can I not frame a fevered draim, 
Bat still the Douglas is the themef"* 

Angus was far from faultless; indeed no defence need 
be attempted of the renegade from the time he signed the 
damning compact with King Henry in 1 532. James 
might well feel unable to pardon the past, yet at the same 
time sigh for the strong hand of Angus and the clever 
head of George Douglas to extricate him from the troubles 
which culminated in the scandal of Fala Moor [31st 
October 1542] and the dishonouring disaster of Solway 
Moss [24th November]. 

In August 1542 Angus had been fulfilling his compact 
with King Henry by riding with Sir Robert Bowes in an 
expedition upon the Merse, and lost seventy of his men in 
the defeat inflicted upon the raiders at Hadden Rig by tlie 
Earl of Huntly. More of his movements we do not learn 
till the end of that year, but his brother George was active 
in collecting information about the Scottish army with 
which James determined to follow up the success at 
Hadden Rig. Lord Maxwell, says Buchanan, offered to 
lead 10,000 men across the Esk ; but the affront of Fala 
Moor still rankled ; the King would read a lesson to his 
proud nobles, and appointed Oliver Sinclair, an obscure 
gentleman of his household, to the chief com- 
soiwayMois, mand. It was a hazardous experiment in an 
embwisu. 3rmy recruited by the feudal following of the 
nobles themselves. Under a leader to their 
liking these men would have fought and fallen, if need be, 
as their sires had fought and fallen at Flodden, but fo a 
mere gentleman of cloak and sword they yielded little heed 

^ Lady of Ikc Lake, \. 35. 
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and less confidence. " Better," runs an Italian proverb, 
" an army of stags commanded by a lion than an army 
of lions led by a stag," In the action of Solway Moss, 
fought on 24th November 1 542, Pitscottie says that but 
ten Scots and fifteen English fell, sure token of the hollow- 
ness of the affair. Surer token is found in the number 
of prisoners taken, not less than 1300, including Oliver 
Sinclair and his three brothers, the Earls of Cassillis and 
Glencairn, Lord Maxwell and his brother John, the Lords 
Fleming, Oliphant, Somervile and Gray, Stewart of Garlics, 
and many others of good rank. 

The disgrace of it all broke King James's heart. " Fie ! 
fled Oliver," he moaned on his deathbed at Falkland, and 
expired on 14th December, within a week of the birth of 
his daughter Mary, leaving his realm once more under the 
true " curse of Scotland," a long minority. 

" The kynge of ScoIm is sekened," wrote Sir Geoi^e Douglas from Berwick 
on Ihe 17th lo Ixird Lisle, "and loylte his bed (be vi day qfthis monlbc of 
Deccmbrc, and dcparlyd of Thowrsday The xv at xii of the ctoke at night, and 
all this tyme he dyd raege and cryc owl and spake bud fewe wysse wordes, and 
so deputy d." ' 

The " Red Tod's " death removed all bar to the return 
of the exiled Douglases. James, Earl of Arran, who had 
been elected Regent, invited Sir George Douglas 
Aivnito to come to Edinburgh under safe -conduct, to 
j^^^^'iui. ^°"f^'' ^'^^^ h'"^ upon the terms of the restora- 
tion of his family. After a friendly interview 
with the Regent, Sir George met Cardinal Beaton in 
Holyrood Church. They embraced each other ; all went 
smoothly towards complete reconciliation, and on the 
following day, i6th January 1543, proclamation was 
made that the Earl of Angus and his brother were restored 
to their estates.^ This was ratified by Parliament in 
March, the decree of forfeiture being annulled and the 

As Sir Archibald Dunljat bas pointed out, that Thursday fi^ll 
December [Siof/iit A'irrgj, p. 141]. 

* StaU Papa-s, Henry VJ/J.,v. ^38,139, 585. 
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Regent delivering sceptre and baton to Angus in token 
of his restoration.' 

The Douglas lands had been granted by James V, to 
various nobles and others ; but in the course of subsequent 
disputes with his subjects the King had resumed most of 
these gifts and added them to the patrimony of the Crown, 



\ 



thereby removing difficulties which might otherwise have 
proved dangerous to concord in the restoration of the 
Douglases. 

Angus, having been sworn of the Regent's Privy 
Council, found himself, as a consistent supporter of the 
A int d English alliance, in direct opposition to Cardinal 
PrivyCoun- Bcaton, whom the English Reformation had 
'^^^''^i*^ confirmed as leader of the French party. King 
Henry's claim to the suzerainty was an awkward feature 
to be got round, but that must be kept out of public ken, 
if possible, until the problem should solve itself by the 
union of the Crowns in the projected marriage of the infant 
Mary Queen of Scots to Henry's son Edward, Duke of 
Cornwall [afterwards Edward vi.]. Vet Angus and his 
party had a hard task before them to convince their 
countrymen of the expediency of such a match. 

" If you had Ihe las," said Sii Adam Otlcrburn lo Sit Thomas Sadlcyr, ihe 
English smbassndor al liolyrood, "and we thf lad, we coulde be well conlent 
with it ; but I cannot hclevc Ihnl your nacyon could agree lo have a Scotle to be 
kyng of Etigland. In lykewise I assure you that ournacyon, being a stout lucyon, 
will never agree lo have an Englishman to be king of Scotland. And though the 
whole nohiliie of the realme wolde consent unto it, yet our comen people and 
the stones in the slrele wold tyse and rebelle agenst iL"' 



^ Acts ef Pari. Scot., ii. 415. 
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Cardinal Beaton had received George Douglas, whom 
he more than suspected of heretical leanings, to his fatherly 
embrace in the abbey church of Hotyrood, spoken him fair, 
promised pecuniary help, and presently whispered to Arran 
that the same kingdom could never contain the Hamilton 
and the Douglas. Arran, by way of cementing the 
reunion of parties, revealed the Cardinal's duplicity to the 
Douglases, and agreed with them that he should be seized 
and sent to King Henry, his presence in Scotland being 
utterly incompatible with the progress of negotiations with 
England. 

Seized the Cardinal was, therefore, on 23th January, 
when seated at the Council, Angus telling him to his face 
that he was "a false trumping carle, that should answer to 
certain points that he had played." ' Meanwhile it was 
bruited through Scotland that 
Angus himself had signed 
the compact imposed by 
King Henry as a condition 
of the release of his Scottish 
prisoners, whereof the tenour 
had oozed out pretty freely. 
There was more than one 
" false trumping carle" in the 
game, it would appear. 

The times were too 
agitating, one might imagine, 
for marrying and giving 
in marriage. The English 
match, to be sure, sped not at all ; but Angus, who 
had never acknowledged the validity of his divorce from 
Angiu Queen Margaret, and in consequence had 

BuirTiej Lord refrained from taking another wife, now felt 
"il^hS'fith free, Margaret being dead, to wed again. 
April 'S43- Among all the Scottish nobles none had stood 
higher in the favour of James V. than Robert, 5th Lord 
Maxwell, who had been an active partisan in the French 
• ' llamiltim Paptn, \. 361-402. 




Fig, 33. — Seal of Mntgnrel Maiwell, 
Countess of Angus. 
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interest, and therefore was always in opposition to Airan. 
But the indignity put upon him by King James in the 
campaign of Solway Moss, and subsequent opportunity for 
reflection in the Tower of London, had caused him to 
recognise solid arguments in favour of the English alliance. 
So completely was his view changed by his imprisonment 
that he and his fellow-prisoners scrupled not to obtain their 
liberty by signing a bond as shameful as that to which 
Angus had set his seal in 1532, acknowledging Henry VIII. 
as Lord Superior of Scotland, undertaking to do all in their 
power to put the government and fortresses of the kingdom 
into his hands, and to have the baby Queen of Scots 
delivered in England and brought up as the bride of the 
Duke of Cornwall. They were then released and allowed to 
proceed to Scotland, on the understanding that, should they 
fail in accomplishing this design, they were either to return 
to prison in England or to remain in Scotland and assist 
Henry in war with that country, 

Angus welcomed this important accession to the English 
party, and, to strengthen the confederation, married Mar- 
garet, daughter of Lord Maxwell, 

The French faction in Scotland now consisted of the 
Earls of Argyll, Moray, Huntly, and Bothwell, with all the 
prelates of the realm, of course, for the cause of England 
had become identified with that of the Reformation. 
Regent Arran, heir - presumptive to the throne, as yet 
favoured the English policy; so the Queen-mother, Mary of 
Guise, and Cardinal Beaton sent to France for the Earl of 
Lennox, who landed at Dunbarton and fortified that castle 
in defiance of Arran, The Regent marched against him in 
person, whereupon Lennox desired an interview with Angus 
and promised to be guided by his advice. Angus 
counselled him to submit, and returned to Arran with his 
agreement to do so ; but Lennox thought better of it, 
and, instead of disbanding his men, withdrew into the 
Highlands, 

It was not long before his inclination to defer to Angus 
was explained. He had fallen in love with the earl's 
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daughter, Lady Margaret Douglas, and sent her father a 
i^„..„ proposal for her hand. Margaret, it seems, had 

nurrieiLidy not been Well pleased by her father's second 
ddu^iu, July marriage, and resided at the Court of her uncle, 
**•♦ King Henry, to whom Angus submitted Lennox's 

proposal. Henry made no objection ; the parties were 
contracted and the marriage took place the following year 
[July 1544] in London. Lennox, whom all the arts of 
diplomacy and force of arms had failed to detach from the 
French faction, now threw himself with heart and soul into 
the English interest, and remained a pillar of that party till 
his life's end. 

Sir George Douglas had far more hand in the negotia- 
tions with the English Court than Angus. Of firmer spirit 
DM mac f ^"'^ clearer purpose than his elder brother, he 
Sir George had kept out of the Compromising bond which 
"'" ■ Angus and the captive lords had been induced 
to sign before regaining their liberty. His absence in 
Edinburgh at the time of this disgraceful submission 
accounted in part for his freedom from that particular 
entanglement; but he frequently reminded Sadleyr that he 
was not bound as his brother was, deplored the obligation 
which the earl had come under, and used his great 
diplomatic skill, on the one hand to conceal its existence 
from the Scottish people, on the other to temper King 
Henry's impatience for its fulfilment, 

" Why," he told Sadleyr, " his ajajcsly ' shall have the mHrriage offered lo be 
coQtiacted, and they (the Scottish ambassadois) have authority to conclude it ; 
and, having that first, the rest of his desires may follow in time. But for my 
put, I made no such promise as yc speak of, and they that made such promises 
are not ahle 10 perform them. For surely the nohlemen will not agree to have 
her out of the realm, hecaose she is (heir mistress, but they are content that the 
king's majesty shall appoint some gentlemen of England and some English ladies 
to be here about her person for her better tuition, at his majesty's pleasure ; atld 
this entry at the first may bring her wholly into his hands in short time. But I 
tell you all things cannot be done at once. And this I have done by my policy 

the earliest Instance of theemploymenl of this term in referring to 
an English monarch. Up to thb time the usual expressions were " his grace" 
and "his highness.^' 
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since I came hither. Flral, I hive so to inanuile mysell' with the gavernout 
[Anan] that I am in chief credit with him. I have caused him to poll down the 
cicdinal, who was, ^d would have been, chief enemy lo the king's purposes. I 
have brought the Hid govcinout also wholly to the king's aiajesty's devotion, m 
thai he esteemeth his majesty above all other princes ; and clean have I altered 
him from France, so that he and all this realm shall be wholly dedicate to his 

And SO on. If George Douglas's hands were far from 
clean, they were not quite so deeply stained as his elder 
brother's, who stood doubly pledged to wage war upon his 
countrymen if they could not be brought to accept an 
English husband for the Queen of Scots. 

In May 1S43 Sir George Douglas and the Earl of 
Glencairn set out for London, carrj'ing the authority of the 
Scottish Parliament for concluding two treaties 
d'dtd^ia" ^ilh England, and these were finally settled at 
EDKiand. Grecnwlch on ist July. One was for the 
"''*** marriage of Queen Mary to Prince Edward of 
England as soon as she reached the conventionally 
marriageable age, the other was for a lasting peace between 
the two kingdoms.- There was no word in either docu- 
ment of the suzerainty or anything else that could com- 
promise the independence of Scotland. Sir George 
Douglas deserves equal credit for his skill in negotiating 
this settlement, which, had it taken effect, would without 
doubt have been the best thing for both kingdoms, and for 
permitting nothing to be inserted but what was compatible 
with absolute loyalty to the Queen of Scots, 

So long as Arran favoured the English match and 
policy Angus's course was pretty clear. He had only to 
fulfil the unobjectionable part of his undertaking to King 
Henry, which coincided with his own view of what was 
sound and safe. Unhappily for the peace of the realm, the 
two earls had stopped short with the arrest of Cardinal 
Beaton. They had not deported him to England, as had 
been their intention, and this dangerpus politician had 
remained a prisoner at large in St. Andrews, 

During the summer of 1543, Sir George Douglas 
' Sadleyr, i. 67-71. ° /^ndira, xiv. 786-793. 
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^^H being absent on the mission to London, it was easy to 

^^f divine which influence would prove the stronger upon the 

I uncertain temperament of Arran — that of Angus 

overtothe Of that of Beaton. The Cardinal won the 

■ «^™^1^ Regent wholly over to the French interest, and 

^^^L the position of Angus became intolerable. He 

^^^H was still receiving money from King Henry to promote 
^^^P the English projects ; he beheld in Arran's defection the 
I withering of the chief of those projects — the royal marriage 

^ —whereon he had relied to extricate himself from such of 
his obligations as were treasonable. He must either prove 
forsworn to Henry or become a rebel against the Scottish 
government. To meditate upon this dilemma he retired to 
Tantallon, whither also the English ambassador, Sadleyr, 
went for shelter, feeling in jeopardy of his life in Edinburgh 
after the turn affairs had taken. 

Some historians weary not in severe judgment of Angus 
and George Douglas for taking King Henry's money; 
bribery, they call it, yet when the King of France sends 
cash to promote his schemes, that is respectfully spoken 
of as subsidy. One of these remittances went sadly astray 
during this year. King Francis sent io,000 golden crowns 
and fifty pieces of artillery to his good friend the Earl of 
Lennox at Dunbarton, who received them right enough; 
but having changed parties since he parted with the French 
King, did not scruple to apply them to ends for which they 
were little intended. This windfall enabled Lennox and 
Angus, Cassillis and Kilmaurs, to take the field with 4000 
men and capture Leith. Arran, however, had been before- 
hand with them. When Angus in the autumn of 1543 
summoned his friends and vassals to Douglas, and entered 
with them into a mutual bond of defence, the Regent, 
treating this as an act of war, besieged and took Dalkeith 
Castle from James Douglas, Master of Morton [xxxvi.], and 
Pinkie Tower, belonging to the Master's father, Sir George 
Douglas [li.]. George rode with 500 Border spears to 
Musselburgh, at the gates of Pinkie, but fell into the hands 
of the Earl of Bothwell, and was taken to Edinburgh. 
VOL. II. H 
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Cool and resourceful as ever. Sir George set to work 
to reconcile the Regent with Angus, and succeeded so 
welt that the Douglases were allowed to make their 
peace. Sir George being warded in Edinburgh Castle as 
security for Angus, and giving his son, the Master 
of Morton, in security for his own conduct. George 
Douglas warned the English Government that he feared 
he would be forced to write at Beaton's dictation; let 
not King Henry, therefore, lend credence to his letters 
unless they bear a privy symbol — ^ — the heart of 
Bruce ! ^ 

In this sudden pacification King Henry discerned the 
betrayal of his cause by Angus, and made instant pre- 
paration for war. Angus protested that, despite 
pttoned bi *11 appearance against him, he was as diligent 
Biuimeu, 35 ever in Henry's service. His letters fell 
into the wrong hands. They were intercepted, 
and, not unreasonably, pronounced treasonable, Beaton 
caused the instant arrest of Angus and Sir George, 
imprisoned them in Blackness, where, says the Protestant 
Pitscottie, "he thocht to haue gart strukkin bayth the 
heiddis frome thame," had not an unforeseen deliver- 
ance arrived in the shape of an English fleet in the 
Forth under the Earl of Hertford.^ Arran and Beaton 
were stunned with surprise ; not so the wily George 
Douglas, who had bidden King Henry to invade in 
March. 

Angus and George had by this time richly earned the 
doom of traitors, but so imminent was the danger now that 
Arran released them, and bade them summon 
the Earl o( thcir vassals to the work of national defence. 
Hertford, nt Hertford, bearing instructions to put man, 
woman, and child to fire and sword without 
exception where resistance should be made, seized Leith 
and marched upon Edinburgh, The Cardinal fled to 
Linlithgow, but the burghers of Edinburgh made a gallant 

' HamiUen Papers, ji. a5o. 

' AfiPTwiuda Duke of Somerset and Piotcclor of England. 
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defence, repelling the English assault with slaughter ; 
Hertford had to content himself with burning down 
Holyrood, and wasting all the country as far as Stirling, 
and thence to the Border. 

After this things took a curious turn. The Queen- 
mother was put under a council of twelve lords and four 
bishops; Arran shut himself up in Blackness; George 
Douglas, if we are to credit his own account of it, directed 
the whole machinery of government, 
and Angus was appointed Lieutenant 
of southern Scotland, Gray and Rothes, 
not long before thirsting for the Car- 
dinal's blood, now took up arms to 
protect him from the people. " Every 
lord did for his ain particular profit, 
and took na heid of the common weill. 
. . . There was na credit amang the 
nobilite at this present." ' The English 
made fine play on the Border while 
Scottish lords were busy capturing each other and forming 
ever-changing " bands " among themselves. Angus having 
failed so signally in his attempt to check English raids 
that one is inclined to share the suspicion of his contem- 
poraries about his integrity, took up his quarters in Stirling 
with the Queen-mother. 

Arran had been formally removed from the regency, 
nevertheless he ventured back to Edinburgh, where he held 
a Parliament, which threatened to put the brothers Douglas 
'■ to the horn " once more for treason. This brought Angus 
and his following to Edinburgh on 12th December, when 
they obtained remission and effected another hollow recon- 
ciliation with Arran. Coldingham, being occupied by the 
English, was besieged by Arran, who retired on the 
approach of a relieving force from Berwick, Buchanan 
and Calderwood claim credit to Angus for saving the 
guns during the retreat. 

After this, in February 1545, Angus, advised by his 
' DiiimaJ aj Ocean 
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brother, threw up his lieutenancy. That this was done in 
the English interest, and therefore under the 
jign. hii existing circumstances treasonably, is clearly 
'°™"''' proved by Sir George's letter to Sir Ralph Eure, 
commander of Berwick, advising him of the state 
of alTairs in Scotland. It was the obvious intention of 
the English party in Scotland to make the English union 
indispensable and inevitable, and George Douglas, at least, 
was not scrupulous about the means to that end. 

" I heif cawsit my broder the Eile of Aoguse lo dekyver hrs comTnisfioun 
olT leucenenliie in tfocc the Guvcmour and Consdie, making mensioun that the 
promisscs that vas made to him vu tiocht kepit. Thay cowld feinde no man to 
eiceppc Ihc office. Thay requayrit off me qhow this cootiay sowid be diflcndit, 
and 1 saide the Guvernour lowld djfiende il, fat it vos bis office, and he hade 
bothc the pToffit and the plesour, and vss one tusle yung man, and meit lo 
be cxerat in varefare, and my broder sowld be teddc to serve the Qucynis 
aucblorile, siklaylc as uder nowbille men off the realme didde. The Guvemour 
vald nochl discharge him off his ofiice ; nocht the less I sal cawse him to wx 
him selfe in sik ane aorte that ye sal hcif no cawse to complene off out kayndoes, 
the King standing gud and grasius prense lo wse and our fteindes." ' 

But King Henry had thrown up the part of " gud and 
grasius prense." He deeply distrusted the Douglases, paid 
no heed to frequent letters from the same hand, but set 
an inverse value on their respective intellects by offering 
2000 crowns for the head of Angus, of iooo for that of 
Sir George.* Although Henry failed to obtain these heads, 
he held much of the Angus estates, and handed over a 
good cantle of them to Sir Walter Eure and Sir Bryan Lay- 
ton, his officers on the Border. This roused the Douglas 
blood in Angus, who vowed that their sasine should be 
written on their own skins with sharp pens and bloody ink. 
He caused the Regent to issue summonses for the muster of 
an army, and, accompanied by Arran, pushed on to recon- 
noitre with a small force, for news had come that the two 
English knights were doing great destruction in Tweeddale, 
and had wantonly wrecked the Douglas tombs in Melrose 
Abbey. 

Even in this her sore and sad extremity Scotland, 
' Ftaiet, h. 154. = HamilttH Paptrs, U. S38. 
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to quote one of her own proverbs, was " no a beast to play 
wi'." What followed was token of what the strength of the 
little realm might have been, could the deadly work of 

faction have been stayed. 

Arran and Angus came in touch with the columns of 
Eure and Layton retiring upon Jedburgh, and kept them 
in view till they drew up near Liliatcross on 
some five thousand strong, 
.jthFebroary including the men of Ferniehirst and Cessford, 
who had been pressed into the English service — 
" assured men," as they were termed, and marked as such 
by the red cross of St. George sewed upon their sleeves. 

The two earls had started on their reconnaissance with 
an escort of but 300 spears, but Norman Leslie, Master of 
Rothes, and Scott of Buccleuch, famous fighters both, had 
joined with small contingents, bringing up the Scottish force 
to about a thousand men. Advised and guided by Buc- 
cleuch, Arran caused his men to dismount and post them- 
selves in ambush at Penielhaugh, sending their horses to the 
rear. The English, mistaking the movement of the horses 
for a retreat, started gaily in pursuit, and came suddenly 
upon the Scottish position between them and the sun. In 
the conflict which followed the English broke in fury 
upon the phalanx of spears ; their Scottish contingent tore 
off the red badges and ranged themselves with their own 
countrymen ; the assailants wavered a moment, it cannot 
have been more, for the Scots admitted no more than a loss 
of two or three slain ; then they turned, and the Scottish 
spears began to ply to purpose. The English dead were 
reckoned by hundreds ; among them were Eure and 
Layton ; while upwards of a thousand prisoners were taken 
and twelve guns. " Ah, welaway ! " sighed Arran over Eure's 
stark corpse, '* that ever such slaughter and bloodshed should 
be among Christian men." ^ 

The effect of this victory was to restore the Scottish 
frontier to its normal position. Angus received the con- 
gratulations of Francis l. of France, together with " the 
' Shrewsbury to Henry vill. — Hamillon Fapen, ii. 565. 
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cockle " of the Order of St. Michael, a golden collar, and a 
douceur of 4000 crowns to be divided between him and 
George. Francis had just lost Boulogne to Henry vill., 
and, rejoicing in the revival of the power of Scotland, sent 
a contingent of men under Lorge Montgomerie and a sub- 
sidy of money to help the war against England. 

In June 1545 the Scottish Parliament at Stirling 
ordained that all men betivcen the ages of sixteen and sixty 
should assemble under arms upon Koslyn Moor on 28th 
July following. Angus and George Douglas were among 
those who subscribed a new bond with France, pledging 
themselves to harass the English to the utmost of their 
power, and Angus was one of the special council appointed 
to assist the Queen, the Regent, and Cardinal Beaton in de- 
ciding the proper time for invading the realm of King Henry. 
Yet, incredible as it may seem, both Angus and George 
kept up a constant correspondence with the Earl of Hert- 
ford, who had succeeded Eure on the Border, assuring him 
of their support, and actually advising the precise time and 
route to be chosen for the invasion of Scotland. On 1 6th 
August, Angus, the Harl Marshal and CassiUis, addressed 
Hertford in the following terms, wherein may easily be 
recognised George Douglas in his finest diplomatic vein : — 

" Right woorshipftJl, after most hattly conunendacioim. Ye shall under- 
stand, that wc huve commoned togitber and is delermyned all in oonc ai 
unyon lo serve the Kyngu majesle [Henry] at thuttermoBt of our powets in 
the setting Torwardes of the pe»x and marine, whiche we knowe sureiie slandes 
i*ith the pleasure of God, the Kynges majestes contenlacioun, the common 
weale and quyetncs ot bothe retdmes. Thcrfor we Ihinke for out opinion, 
if it standes with the Kinges majesties pleasure, that his grace shuldi; hoselic 
prepare his subatancious armyes in this tyme of harvest, bothe at th'esl and 
west boidrcs, provided lo remayae a good lyme; for without long remayning 
there can no highc purpose be nmde to the Kynges majestes pleasure. Ther- 
foie looke well on that poynle, and when the Kyages armyes cumines in this 
lealme, ye must set forward your proclamadons declaring howe thai your 
purpose is oot lo hurle this realme, nor no subject that is in it that will assist 
to the sure perfourmyng of the pean and marriage, . . , Further, as to this last 
journey of ours,' it was devised by the Qucne, Cardinall and this Frenche cspi- 
tayne Loi^e Mangummany. Huntley foitefyed this armye at his power, not- 

' The Mpedition of the army mustered on 2Sth July, 
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wiihstonding — at short — all that they devised was stopped hy us, that arc the 
Kynges ftecndts. Their hole intent was lo have besieged ihc Kynges howses, 
unto the lymc they hud gotten bu^ayn ; but all was stopped, whereof they 
stoode nothing conteal. This capitain Lxirge Mjil not rL-tnayne on ouc bordres ■ 
wherefore the people thinkes it a sore argument tliat he is not comoie into 
this countrey for our wcate*, but onelie fo put forwardca the pleasure of Ftaunce, 
and to cause us to make battel togilhers." ' 

Now which monarch and which realm were these men 
really serving in this tortuous intrigue ? Were they true in 
purpose to either, or false to both ? Their motives were often 
so complex, and the means adopted to give them effect so 
tortuous, as to baffle all attempt at unravelment. Henry 
by no means lent credence to his professing " freendes," 
Hertford warning him that George Douglas and Buccleuch 
were secretly in the Scottish interest. Buccleuch held a 
licence, signed by Arran and under Queen Mary's privy 
seal, authorising him to " intercommune with the Protector 
and Council of England, and sic utheris Inglismen as he 
pleissis, for saiftie of him, his kin, friendis and servandis fra 
heirschip and distruction of the Inglismen in tyme coming, 
and for the commoun wele of our realme, als aft as he sail think 
expedient" ; provided that he held himself ready, on the 
Regent's command, " to renunce and ourgif - all bandis, con- 
tractis, and wrytingis maid be him to the Inglismen,'"' and 
stand in defence of his country. Now, whenever it came to 
fighting, Angus and George Douglas undoubtedly ranged 
themselves under the Scottish standard, and Sir William 
Fraser suggests that the confederation of the Douglases with 
the English Government was perfectly well known to Arran 
and the Scottish Council, and was reckoned fair finesse accord- 
ing to the accepted doctrine of Machiavelli. Whichever view 
be taken, whether Angus and Douglas be pronounced true 
Scots and pretended English, or false alike to their own 
country and to their recent bond to France, the transac- 
tions of these dark years carry a peculiarly odious com- 
plexion. One circumstance throws a specially sinister 
gleam upon the situation. During the spring of 1545 

'Fra«r, it. I6a ' Give up. 

' The Scotts ef Buc^liHck, by William Fraser, i. lio. 



IZO 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



the Earl of Cassillis, intimately associated, as has been 
shown, with Angus in his negotiations with England, 
wrote to Sadleyr offering to procure the murder of Cardinal 
Beaton if King Henry would pay the blood-money. King 
Henry relished the notion well enough, but was nervous about 
his name coming to light in the plot He told Sadleyr to 
advise Cassillis to carry it out, trusting for reward to his 
kingly liberality.^ When, Just a year later, Beaton was done 
to death near St. Andrews, Norman Leslie was foremost in 
the gang of sixteen assassins, but the agency of Cassillis 
cannot be traced. 

Sir William Eraser was entitled to submit the view 
which he considered most favourable to his clients the 
Douglases, but which, even could it be proved to be the 
right one, were but a flimsy palliation of monstrous duplicity 
and heartless indifference to the lives and property of the 
Queen's subjects. In effect, Angus and George between 
them persuaded Arran to disband his army, while Hertford 
wrecked what remained of the lovely fanes of Kelso, Melrose, 
Dryburgh, and Jedburgh. Some of the French auxiliaries, 
disgusted, as well they might be, with the Scottish leaders, 
deserted to help the English in the work of ruin, 

If Angus must be exonerated, in the absence of evi- 
dence, of the murder of Beaton [39th May 1546], he pro- 
fited so directly by the removal of that powerful 
caj-dLniii ri\'al that he seems to have been really earnest 
in his purpose of washing his hands of the Eng- 
lish. He secured the abbacy of Arbroath, one of the 
i benefices, for his illegitimate son George Douglas 
[liv.], and was appointed one of twenty lords who were to 
relieve each other, four at a time, as advisers to Regent 
Arran. Angus and his brother took part in passing the Act 
of Parliament whereby the English contract of marriage was 
annulled, and repudiated all bonds they had entered into 
with the King of England. 

Angus sealed his new compact on the field of Pinkie. 
Henry viil. was dead [28th January 1547], leaving upon 

' Slalt Paper!, Henry VIIl., v., iv. 449-4;!. 
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the Earl of Hertford, now Duke of Somerset and Pro- 
tector of England, his dying injunction to crush 
Pinkie, loth the Scottish monarchy. Somerset began by re- 
Sepiember capturing a number of places in the south-west ; 
then, in the early days of September, he advanced 
across the East March, having a powerful fleet on his right 
flank, and, on 8th September, encamped at Prestonpans in 
presence of the Regent's army. On the 9th, Somerset 
offered to make peace, provided that Mary Queen of Scots 
should not be given in marriage to a French prince until 
she should be old enough to decide for herself. Where 
was Angus — where George Douglas — that this proposal, 
precisely what they had professed for years to have at 
heart, was rejected? The Scots outnumbered the invaders, 
and Arran, thinking these overtures but showed Somerset's 
weakness, decided to give battle. 

There was a story that Huntly sent a chivalrous chal- 
lenge to Somerset to meet him in personal combat, but 
Patten, an English writer who was with Somerset's army, 
gives probably the true version. Huntly was taken prisoner 
in the battie, and Patten states that he heard him declare 
he had sent no such challenge, but that it was a ruse of 
George Douglas to obtain information as to the English 
force. Upon hearing this, another Scottish prisoner ex- 
claimed with an oath that it was like enough, " for he kend 
George ful well, and sayd he was a mete man to pike 
wharels ^ for oother men to fight for." 

Early on 1 0th September the Regent ordered Angus, 
commanding the advanced guard, to attack the English 
columns, which were moving to a fresh position near Inver- 
esk. The earl refused to do so upon tactical grounds ; 
whereupon Arran sent a herald and ordered him to comply 
on pain of treason. Then Angus crossed the Esk, Arran 
following with the second division, Huntly with the third. 
Lord Grey ^ charged the advanced guard with 3000 horse ; * 

' To pick quarrels. 
' There is sometimes coofuaioi 
Scottish Lord Gray. 
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but Scottish pikemen, well led, were ever a match for the 
finest cavalry. Grey was repulsed, suffering severely, and 
Angus moved forward, leaving his course strewn with dead 
bodies of the enemy. Arran's Highlanders could not resist 
this bait ; they broke their ranks and fell to stripping the 
slain, Arran and Huntly sitting on their horses in a garden 
hard by. Angus, seeing himself unsupported, sent them a 
message, bidding them come out and not trample the poor 
wife's kail, but they made no move.* 

At this time the English were in retreat, and the 
Scottish guns opened (ire. There was a dense dust in the 
rising from the fallow ground. The Highlanders, 
unable to see what was going on, and terrified at the 
din of artillery, scampered off with their booty. The panic 
spread ; Somerset and Warwick, seeing the second and 
third Scottish divisions in confusion, took heart, advanced 
again upon Angus's column, outflanked it, and forced it to 
give ground under a severe archery fire. There ensued one 
of the bloodiest routs in Scottish history. The Regent's 
army was almost annihilated by death and capture, the 
price paid by the victors being stated at 200 slain. 

The effect of such a crashing defeat was mitigated 
by the enforced return of Somerset to attend to political 
troubles in the south, when immediately [20th October] 
the indefatigable George Douglas again opened communi- 
cation with the English, furnishing Lord Grey, the English 
warden, with a complete and detailed plan of fresh inva- 
sion, which he prays may be undertaken witliin a month 
" or vi weekes at the furdest," in order to force on the mar- 
riage of Queen Mary to Edward VI., which he and Angus 
had most solemnly repudiated. Proclamation was to be 
made of clemency to all who submitted, but, adds this 
patriotic Scot, " refusers to comme in to be executed with 
the feyre and swerde."* In an interesting postscript are 
added, " the requestes of George Duglas for his own parte." 
These include a payment of ;tiooo within fifteen days, 

' Godsccofl'i MS., quoted by Frnset, ii. 178, note. 
* Ftuer, iv, 164. 



1 




THE DEPTH OF DISHONOUR 



123 



delivery within the same time of his " goodes, sylkes, 
money, plate and apparell," left in Berwick when he had 
to quit his lodgings in haste, an annuity of j^joo a year, 
custody of Eyemouth Tower, and possession of Coidingham, 
besides compensation for all the damage done on his lands 
by English troops. " Your grace," wrote Grey to Somerset 
in withering terms, " I doubt not, considereth that this man 
wold not be wonne without money, and albeit he demandeth 
a thousand pound in hand, yet 1 doubt not but he will be 
sattisfyed with a thousand markes." ' About £$0 sterling ! 
Into deeper abyss of dishonour the Douglas name could 
scarcely come. 

Angus tried the same dastardly game. Wharton and 
Lennox, Angus's own son-in-law, were preparing a raid 
upon Douglas of Drumlanrig's lands, which was part of the 
scheme drawn up by George Douglas for the simultaneous 
invasion of Scotland by the East and West Marches, 
Angus wrote to both Wharton and Lennox imploring them 
to desist, and declaring that he had never departed from 
his obligations to the English Government, " quhilk I never 
brak nor never intendis to brak." But Wharton put little 
faith in traitors; Lennox knew his father-in-law too well 
to trust him; both had learnt from Pinkie to despise his 
prowess in the field. The raid went forward. Angus, 
always a hard hitter when free from his brother's influence, 
encountered the invaders in Nithsdale, and drove them 
before him as far as Carlisle with heavy loss. This reverse 
involved Lord Grey's retreat on the east coast, where he 
had advanced as far as Haddington. But he returned the 
following year and took Dalkeith Castle with Sir George 

I Douglas's wife and son, the Master of Morton [xxxvi.p 
Dalkeith was levelled to the ground, but Grey wrote to 
Angus on 4th June, telling him not to be vexed by any 
apparent unfriendliness to the Douglases. 



le it lo be done of neccssitie and not otherwise, but bothe you 
tind yours shalbe ipared sotnodte ai I maie convcmentlie ; and in that either you 



• See vol. i. p. 249. 
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or youn dowc shalbe doinaged, I promise you sufiicient 
fiendlyp in ihe godly purpose, like as I Irust ye will." ' 

Before that same month of June had sped Angus had 
shown how near to his heart lay the " godly purpose," i.e. 
the English marriage, by assenting in Parliament to the 
betrothal of Queen Mary to the Dauphin. He seems to 
have taken no further part in military operations before the 
settlement of the triple peace between England, Scotland, 
and France in 1550. Men aged early in those times; 
Angus was past three.score, and yearned for reconciliation 
with his daughter, the Countess of Lennox, who had never 
pardoned him for giving her a Maxwell as stepmother, 
and disappointing her expectation in the Angus estates by 
devising them to the sons of his astute brother George. 
Early in 1550 Lennox sent his servant Paterson 
to Douglas for a cast of hawks promised him by 
Angus. There is a curious memorandum, drawn 
daughter, up by Lcnnox, of Paterson's report upon his 
return. Angus had sent for him and questioned 
him closely about the Lennoxes ; and then went on — " I 
will brek a litill of my mynde to the "—to .say how sore his 
heart was because of his daughter's behaviour to him. He 
wished Lennox to get leave to bring her to Carlisle, " that 
I may se hir or I die." * This brought a letter from the 
Countess of Lennox, charging her father with "gret un- 
naturalnes" towards her, reproaching him with unfaithful- 
ness to his pledges in regard to the English marriage, but 
appointing to meet him at Carlisle soon after Easter, 

Sir George Douglas died in 1552, his last public 
appearance having been at the Privy Council in March of 
that year. By his wife, Elizabeth Douglas, with 
GwrEB whom he inherited the estates of Pittendreich, 

DodgiMtU-i. gt^_» he left two sons — (1) David [Iv.], who suc- 
ceeded as 7th Earl of Angus; and (2) James 
[xxxvi.], who became 4th Earl of Morton and Regent of 

' Fraser, iv. 171. ' 3iii., 172. 

' TTie origin o( Douglas of Piuendreich is obscure. The first of the family 
recorded is James Douglas, King's ChunberUin in Mony in 1466. FoaiiUy 
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Fig. 25. — Seal of Sir George Douglas 
of PiUendreich (1490-1551). 4 
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Scotland. David having been well provided for, by his 

uncle's disposition of the Angus estates in his favour, to 

the exclusion of the Countess of Lennox, Sir George left 

Pittendreich to James, who 

afterwards bestowed it upon 

one of his illegitimate off- 
spring, Archibald Douglas, 

Upon the execution of 

Regent Morton in 1581 

Archibald was forfeited and 

banished, and with him 

ended the line of Douglas 

of Pittendreich. 

The Hamilton-Douglas 

feud had slumbered for 

ten years, during which 

Angus appears to have 

acted fairly in concert 

with the Regent. But in 1554 Arran resigned the 

regency, unwillingly enough, in favour of the Queen- 
dowager, Mary of Guise, with whom Angus soon 

the rcEeocy, fell into disgrace. Coming to Edinbui^h to 

I^Aprii attend the Council, where he was to lead the 
opposition to new taxation devised by the 

Queen-regent, he brought a following of lOOO horse. This 

was contrary to an edict which prohibited any baron riding 
abroad attended by more than his household servants. 
When he arrived before the city gate it is said that the 
wicket only was opened for him, whereupon some of his 
men thrust in before him, overpowered the warders, and 
threw open the gate, and the whole troop passed in. 
For this offence the Queen-regent moved the Council to 
bsue a warrant for the earl's arrest, and he received 
an order to surrender to ward in the castle. In obedi- 
ence to this he presented himseif at the castle gate, again 

this ma]' have been a son ofAichib^Id Douglas, Eart of Momy [ixi.], sliin at Ifac 
battle of the Saik in 1455, who is known to have lert a sod James, of whom all 
' traces have been lost. 
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accompanied by his armed followers, 
admission. 

" My lord," said the constable, " this is an order to which 
I am little used. Have you your warrant ? " 

Angus handed the order to the constable, who said — 

" But, my lord, I am here directed to receive you with 
but three or four to serve you," 

" just what I told roy lads," replied the earl, " but they 
said they durst not and would not go home to my wife Meg 
without me." 

The constable declined to receive his prisoner in that 
fashion, whereupon Angus " took instruments " in proof that 
he had complied with the Regent's command and had been 
refused admission. He then rode off with his train to 
Douglas, remarking to a friend — 

" I tell thee these Douglas lads are wise lads ; 
they think it best at the present time to be loose and 
lievand." • 

Few, very few, of his race had exceeded the age to which 
Angus had now attained. " The worlde is veery strange," 
he had said to Lennox's servant Paterson in the interview 
above referred to, " I have sene mony thenges." In 1556 
he suffered from St, Anthony's fire, as men then called 
erysipelas, died at Tantallon towards the end of January 
i5S7> and was buried at Abernethy, 

There are many blots in this earl's career and character, 
yet in fairness many of his actions must be attributed 
to a desire for the good governance of Scotland. His- 
torians are too prone to classify public men rigidly as 
good or bad ; the truth must be sought by regarding them 
with the same discrimination we apply to our private 
acquaintance. In this, as in so many other matters, 
Shakespeare touched the clue^ — " The web of our life is of 
a mingled yarn, good and ill together ; our virtues would be 
proud if our faults whipp'd them not, and our crimes would 
despair if they were not cherished by our virtues." Angus 

' Godscroft's MS., quoted by Fraser, ii, 283— "Loose and lievand," i,e. 
firee and living, passed into a, ptoverb in Douglasdale, says Godsciofl. 
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lived in distracting times, when it was vain to look to the 
Church for guidance, and a man could but serve his country 
by uniting with one or other of the fierce factions which 
divided the State. In following his purpose of casting off 
France and uniting with England, Angus certainly went 
through miry places and emerged none the cleaner for it; 
but it is difficult to detect in his conduct as much of private 
interest as actuated that of most of his compeers. Always 
when he went farthest wrong it was in following the lead 
of his evil genius, George of Pittendreich.' 

By his first marriage with Margaret Hepburn, daughter 
of the 1st Earl of Bothwell, Angus had no children ; Mar- 
garet, Countess of Lennox, was his only child by Margaret, 
Queen of Scots ; and by his third wife, Margaret Maxwell, 
he had a son, James, Master of Angus, upon whom the 
estates were bestowed in fee, but he died in infancy, and 
the inheritance was devised in favour of Sir George's 
elder son David [Iv.]. Other legitimate children he had 
also, but they died young. 

Margaret Maxwell, Countess of Angus, survived her 
husband, and married — first, Sir William Baillie of Lam- 
ington, by whom she had two daughters, the eldest of 
whom, Margaret, was ancestress of the present Lord 
Lamington. She died in 1593. 

The amour of Angus with the daughter of Stewart of 
Traquair, so deeply resented by his second wife, resulted, it 
is believed, in three illegitimate children. Of these, one 
was Elizabeth Douglas, in favour of whom letters of legi- 
timation were procured on 2nd March 1526," while the 
divorce of the Earl of Angus was proceeding, but there 
is no record of her subsequent fortunes. Another was 
Janet, who, according to Godscroft, married Patrick, Lord 
Ruthven, The third was George, who obtained letters of 

' Cute has to be observed in studying Ihe records of this time. Sir George 
Douglas of I'iltcndreich [1i.] is nol always easily recognised under tlie style of 
Master of Angus which he adopted, his second soo being Master of Morton 
[i«vi.]. 

' Jiigislmm Setrtti SigilU, MS. lib. vii. fol, 61 ; cited by Fraser, ii. aSS. 
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legitimation on 14th March 1543, and in 1546 was nomi- 
Ui, Ceorie natcd foF the abbacy of Arbroath by R^ent 
DoukIu, Arran and the Council. But the Pope 
BUbop of , , . , ^ , *^ , 

MoTBy, died bestowed it upon James Beaton, nephew of 
■ss»-in(i. jfjg murdered Cardinal, who had been pre- 
viously nominated by Arran. When Beaton was made 
Archbishop of Glasgow in 1552, Douglas — the Postulate, 
as he was usually named — attempted to instal himself in 
the abbey, but a thtrd claimant put in an appearance in 
the person of Arran's second son, John Hamilton. 

George Douglas was amongst the foremost of Rizzio's 
assassins, being the one who first stabbed him, and, with the 
rest, was proclaimed rebel. It is probable that he got 
the better of Hamilton in the struggle for the benefice of 
Arbroath, for in 1570 the Earl of Huntly besieged him 
there on Hamilton's behalf until Regent Lennox sent Morton 
to relieve him. In 1572 he appears in the Privy Council 
as Coramendator of Arbroath. In this very year complaint 
was lodged against this exemplary cleric for an act of piracy, 
having with an armed party seized at Earnmouth a boat- 
load of merchandise on its way from Dundee to Perth P'air. 
Other boats he tried to capture, firing upon and wounding 
their crews.' It is not recorded that any judgment was 
passed upon him for this exploit ; in the following year 
he was appointed Bishop of Moray, and John Hamilton, 
who at last succeeded to possession of Arbroath, lodged 
charges against him of having spoiled and defrauded the 
abbey and its revenues. 

In 1584 Bishop Douglas was imprisoned for eighteen 
months upon no definite charge, but in fact he was utterly 
unfit for any sacred office, and was continually pulled up 
by the General Assembly, not only for incompetency but 
for scandalous living. He died in 1589 or 1590, having 
added nothing either to the welfare of the Church of Scot- 
land or to the renown of the great house whereof he was a 
spurious scion. 

' Xtgislir t/ Privy Cmmil, a. 163. 
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It has been explained already how, on the demise of the 
3rd Earl of Morton [xxxv.] in 1552, and of the 6th Earl of 
Angus [1.] in 1557, the divergent Douglas lines of Morton 
and Angus were brought together in the persons of David 
[Iv.] and James [xxxvi.], sons of Sir George Douglas of 
Pittendreich [H.]. Thirty years had to elapse before these 
two earldoms should be united for a brief space in the 
person of Archibald, 8th Earl of Angus and 6th Earl of 
Morton [Ivi.l : ^ meanwhile we have to resume the 

Iv. David, 

7th Earl of chronicle of the Earls of Angus, wherein David, 
2^** 7th earl, fills a very small space ; so small, in- 

deed, that it is doubtful whether he ever took up 
the title, or was feudally vested in the estates. He died 

^ Reckoning John, 8th Lord Maxwell, as 5th Earl of Morton. 
VOL. IL I 
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at Cockbumspath in June 1SS7. on'/ six months after 
succeeding his uncle. In 1552 he had married Margaret, 
daughter of John Hamilton of Samuelston, a natural 
brother of Regent Arran [who in 1448 had been created 
Duke of Chatelherault]. Margaret was the widow of James 
Johnstone, younger of that ilk. To her second husband 
she bore^(i) a son, Archibald, who succeeded his father 
as 8th Earl of Angus [Ivi.] ; (2) a daughter, Margaret, who 
married, first, Sir Walter Scott of Branxholm and Buc- 
cleuch, and had issue ; second, Francis Stuart, Earl of 
Bothwell ; (3) another daughter, Elizabeth, who married, 
first, in 1572, John, Sth Lord Maxwell, created Earl of 
Morton after the execution of James Douglas, 4th Earl of 
Morton [xxxvi.] in 1581 ; second, Alexander Stewart of 
Garlics, father of the first Earl of Galloway ; and third, 
John Wallace of Craigie. 

Archibald, Sth Earl of Angus, succeeded his father in 
1557, being then not more than two years of 
MbEiriot age. His succession was opposed by his father's 
Mh^lruj fif^t cousin, Margaret, Countess of Lennox, 
Mortoa. daughter of the Sth Earl of Angus [I,], who 

at once assumed the style of Countess of 
Lennox and Angus, 

Fig. 26.— SignaturcofMarguretDougUkS.Counlcssor Lennox and Angu5(i'. 1565). 

But Lennox still lay under the decree of forfeiture pro- 
nounced against him in 1545, and although his countess 
from time to time endeavoured to push her claims they 
were linally abandoned in I 565, by agreement between her, 
her husband, and her son Lord Darnley on the one side, 
and Morton and his nephew on the other side, Queen Mary 
approving.' This was the price paid by Lady Lennox for 
Morton's consent to Queen Mary's marriage to Darnley. 

The Countess of Lennox was a woman of beauty and 
Original at Buchanan. — Ftaser, iii. 255 ; The Lcnnax, ii, 260-^62. 
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much strength of character. During her residence at 
Henry vin.'s Court, as Lady Margaret Douglas, she 
cherished a close friendship with her cousin. Princess Mary, 
afterwards Queen of England, to which frequent testimony 
is borne in the account of Mary's privy purse. 

June 1538. Iicoi payed to the lady n!|aret Dowglas by h'layed 

ouc for Biy Udy's grace . . . xii. 

Nov. 1543. Item Delyucred to my lady n^^TcI by my tidy's 

grace conuLundmenl ..... iiij /. 

April 1540. Item Payed Sot a Ftounllet loste in a wager to 

my lady nm^aret . . . . . . iiii /. 

Jan. 1543. Item gcven lo my lady nS^ict servante bringing lo 

my lady's grace a gawne of Carnation Saten of the Venice 

fascion . . . . . . . ixs, 

Jan. 1543- Item p^ to Ijusshe the golde&mythe for the fascion 

of a Broche and ihe gold that wente lo it: the same 

geuen lo my lady mget for a newyers gift . . . kiv j. 

Jan. 1544. Iiem geven to my lady n^arelt's iii genllewomcn 

iii Siiltiaigns ...... Ixvii s, vi li. 

Ilcm given lo hir men Servunt! . . . xxi. 

13 Dec. 1542. Gcven to my lady m'garet at her mariage. Item oon other 

Balace w' oon Diamonde table on it and iii meane pertes pendant at 

the same. 

Simitar references to Lady Margaret appear in the 
privy expenses of her uncle. King Henry. 

Dec 1530. Item to my lady nutrgaret Anguisshe by the 
king's cSihaundiiSi for to dispotle her withall this 
X^fnas vi/. Iiii/. iiij rf. 

Dec. 1531. Item to my lady ma^nrel Douglas by the 

king's c6hiaundc' lo passe the tymc in Cristemas . vi /. xiii i, iiii d. 

and a like sum at Christmas 1532. 

Camden described her in later life as " A matron of 
singular piety, patience, and modesty; who was thrice cast 
into the Tower (as I have heard her say herself), not for 
any crime of treason, but for love matters ; first, when 
Thomas Howard, son of Thos. Howard, the first Duke of 
Norfolk of that name, falling in love with her, died in the 
Tower of London ; then for the love of Henry, Lord 
Damley, her son, to Mary Queen of Scots ; and lastly, for 
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the love of Charles, her younger son, to Elizabeth Cavendish, 
mother to the Lady Arabella." 

A more formidable menace to the young earl's succes- 
sion was a project on the part of the Queen -do wager to 
appropriate the earldom of Angus on behalf of the Crown. 
But this danger was averted by the vigilance of Morton 
[xxxvi.], who acted as tutor and guardian to his nephew, 
Morton's political support was of supreme importance to 
the Queen - dowager in the accumulating difficulties of 
government, and, having secured the good offices of the 
French ambassador, D'Oysel, he succeeded in effecting the 
return of the rightful heir in I5S9-' 

In 1566, when Morton had to fly from Scotland in 
consequence of his share in the murder of Riccio, young 
Angus passed under the guardianship of the Earl of Athol, 
but Morton probably resumed his duties to his nephew 
when he returned in the following year, and Angus was 
included in a new entail of the Morton estates.^ The 
young earl was educated under a distant relative, John 
Douglas, then provost of the New College of St. Andrews, 
afterwards Protestant archbishop of that diocese. He was 
early entered to state ceremony, being only twelve years 
old when he discharged his hereditary privilege of bearing 
the crown at James vi.'s first parliament in 1567,^ and his 
name stands first on the roll of that assembly.* In Janu- 
ary 1573, when his uncle, Morton, succeeded Mar in the 
regency, Angus was sworn of the Privy Council, and in 
June of that year he married Mary Erskine, natural 
daughter of the deceased regent In the same 
Uiry Enkine, year he was appointed to succeed Lord Home, 
13th June ^i^Q ]^^(] taken up arms for Queen Mary, in the 
sheriffship of Berwickshire and bailiary of Lau- 
derdale; and in July 1574 he was made lieutenant-general 
south of the Forth.* " Unto him that hath shall be given " ; 
already an enormous landed proprietor, Angus received 



' Fraser, iii. 250. * Acl! Pari. Scot., ii 

* Diurnal a/ OccurrtHts, 126. • Alts Pari. Seal., ii 

' Comnussion at Douglas Castle, died by Fmser, ii. 327. 
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Gervestofi and other lands, some of the property forfeited 

by Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell ; Oxtiam, 

etc., forfeited by Ker of Fernihurst, and 

the ^ft of the marriage of the heir of 

Branxholm.' 

The Countess of Angus died within ' 
two years of her marriage [3rd May 
HarriM '575]> ^"'' before the year 

i^dy Mar- i^as out Her husband wedded 
■sell Dec. another bride. Lindsay of 
IS7S. Pitscottie describes the wed- 

ding with so much unction that he must 
have been an eye-witness. 

" Al Couper, the nv day of dcccmber the yeir 
of god I^V^liKV yeiris : The quhlllt day Arehbaldy 
Douglas, eile of angiu war maryed solempniouslie in 
the presena of chryslis congi«^lioun with margiel 
leslie lawful! dochlcr lo Andro leslie erle of rolhus 
and ScherelT of (yfT and this war done verrie try- 
Tmphandlie with grct mirrienes and guid chejr, and 
mony nobill men was thairat of quhomc James 
Dowglas Erie of mortoun and regent of Scotland 
Patrick lord Lyndesay of the bytes with nobill lordis 
and giel bxrronis of the cuntrie with mony fair and 
lustie lady with mony and coistlie and richc abuilie- 
,* tliai sidyk was nevir seine in tliis realme." * 



It might be considered that for 
a nobleman of eighteen years of age, 
Angus had received advancement and 
emolument in no illiberal measure at 
the hand of his uncle the Regent, whose 
power in matters of patronage was 
absolute ; but his friends persuaded him 
otherwise, and he sent some of them 
to make further demands. These were 
— first, that Morton should render 
exact account of his guardianship ; 

' Deeds at Douglas Castle, cilcU by Kraser, ii. J 
" IlabiHments, dresses. ' Pii 
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second, that he should justify the gift of his paternal estate 
of Pittendreich to his bastard son, Archibald, and of a pre- 
bend in Abernethy to another bastard son, George, details in 
which Angus felt an interest as being himself in the Morton 
entail ; and lastly, that the great brass pot of Tantallon 
should be restored, in which the 6th earl had buried his 
charters on going into exile, and which Morton had taken 
away. Morton received the deputation civilly enough. 
As to his accounts of guardianship, he referred them to his 
successful resistance of the Countess of Lennox's claims 
against his nephew as sufficient answer ; in regard to the 
lands of Pittendreich, they were his private property, and 
not part of the earldom ; and for the brass pot, " I have 




Fig. 18, — Signal 



^tSLofjf 



Archibald, 8th £ar[ of An^us {1565). 



I 



had more broth to put in it than my nephew these seven- 
teen years ; fitter that I had the use of it than that it 
should stand empty at Tantallon." He went on to observe 
that he had hitherto kept his nephew in view in connection 
with the earldom, but now he felt at liberty to please himselt 
The last observation was not thrown away upon the 
young earl's friends ; the earldom of Morton was " too 
bonny a plack " to be risked for the sake of a brass pot, 
and they counselled their patron to make peace with his 
formidable uncle. This was done later in a written form 
of submission, which Morton received very graciously, and 
afterwards invited Angus to dinner, when he handed the 
document back to his nephew, saying that he did not wish 
any evidence of their disagreement to be found among his 
papers. Godscroft tells this story on the authority of his 
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elder brother. Sir George Home of Wedderburn, who was 
one of the delegates from Angus. 

The title of the Regent [xxxvi.] to the earldom of 
Morton was challenged by John, 8th Lord Maxwell, as son 
of the 3rd Earl of Morton's [xxxv.] second daughter. The 
Regent, finding that Maxwell would by no means relinquish 
Hs claim, deprived him of his office of Warden of the West 
Viarches in 1577 and imprisoned him. The wardenship 
Apfofateii ^^ bestowed upon Angus, Maxwell's brother- 
Wvdenof in-law, whose correspondence for the next 
M«rhes, .iih few months deals chiefly with affairs on the 
Jontisn- Border. These letters reveal the usual condition 
of natters in that war-worn district — burning of farms, cut- 
tingof throats, driving of cattle, with perpetual recrimination 
and reprisals between the Scottish and English wardens— 
lighteied by occasional cour- 
tesies is between 1 
country gentlemen. 
r3th Ftbruary 1 
bert Colingwood, writing from 
Eslingtoi bitter complaints 
about the lawless proceedings 
of Douglas of Bonjedworth, adds: "I have provyded a 
huntsman ibr your lordship, thatt can blaw a horn excelent 
well, a yong man " ; to which Angus replies in a few days : 
" Gif I had 1 hali< presentlie meit for your purpois, I suld be 
laith to be in your dett, Alwyse as I gett ony, ye sail not 
be foryetL" ' Graver matters than hawk and hound forced 
themselves upon the young earl's attention before he was 
much older. 

In March 1578 Morton came to disgrace, when the 
nobles assembled at Stirling forced him to resign the 
regency. It is doubtful whether Angus had not by this 
time demitted his office of Warden of the West Marches ; 
at all events he had accepted that of Chancellor and 
Treasurer, being faentioned as such in Morton's letters of 
3rd and 4th March 1578.* He does not seem to have 
' Froscr, iv. 199-333. ' Mvrlirn, i, 90, 91. 
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been present when the lords in Stirling deposed his uncle, 
but after that event, Morton wrote to him on 1 9th March 
"as my lord and sone," protesting that " nother ressoun, law 
nor conscience can aggrc " with the order he, Morton, had 
received to deliver up Edinburgh Castle at once, before an 
inventory could be made of the royal jewels, etc., therein, 
for which he as Regent was responsible. Angus was 01 
the point of going to Douglas Castle for hunting ; Morten 
implored him to give his mind to the serious matters tJflt 
were pending, " and leif your pastyme till ye haue theme jtit 
to a poynt." ' 

The new government removed Angus from his 
wardenry and reinstated Maxwell, Angus keeping lery 

. quiet until his uncle's return to powe in 

Lieutenant- May.^ Then he became one of the su'eties 
^to.lsTB."'* for Mar as the King's constable of Sirling 
Castle,' and thereafter supported his uicle in 
the Privy Council and in Parliament, being appointed the 
King's lieutenant-general to act against the insurgeit lords. 

After the pacification on 14th August 1574 Angus 
had little part in public business until the beginning 
of May 1579, when he took the field at the head of the 
King's forces, proceeded against the Hamiltons, and received 
the surrender of Hamilton Castle. 

When Morton's final misfortune befel him at the end of 
1580, Angus seems at first to have played but a half- 
hearted part. His regard for his austere uncle a.id quondam 
guardian had perhaps always been more 1 matter of 
expediency than of inclination, and it is conceivable 
that, feeling himself strong in the King^ favour, he 
viewed Morton's removal from power with some degree of 
equanimity. He was present at the famous scene in the 
council chamber of Holyrood, when James Stuart brought 
his accusation against Morton, and although he would 
not vote for his uncle's imprisonment, he did not resist 
it, but abstained from voting altogether. However, he 
presented a petition to the King requesting that he 
' M^rUn, i. 104. ' See vol. i. p. 276. ' Jifg. Privy Council, a. 689. 
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might have custody of his uncle's houses, property, and 
other effects during his imprisonment. This was granted, 
and when the other Douglases were ordered to leave 
the capital, Angus and the Laird of Lochleven were 
allowed to remain, at the special instance of the King. 
Angus then tried to induce the Government not to remove 
Morton from Edinburgh ; but in vain : whereupon he 
assembled 2000 horse at Dalkeith, and lay in wait at 
the Braid Craigs, intending to effect a rescue of the illus- 
trious prisoner while he was being conveyed to Dumbarton. 
Either the escort was too strong, or Angus feared that, if 
he attacked the party, Morton might be put to death ; he 
allowed the King's troops to pass on their way unmolested. 

Soon afterwards, Angus was back in Edinburgh, where 
he was well received by the King ; but by this time he had 
realised the terrible nature of the proceedings in preparation 
for Morton's trial and preconcerted doom. He must have 
foreseen, also, that it was not against his uncle alone that 
the vengeance of the party in power, headed by Esm^ 
Stuart, Duke of Lennox, and James Stuart, Earl of Arran, 
was directed, but that his own fortunes would assuredly be 
implicated in the measures which were likely to follow 
against the whole house of Douglas. Therefore he pre- 
pared for the storm — first, by removing all his valuables 
from Dalkeith and Aberdour to the stronger fortaUce of 
Tantallon, and next by entering into treasonable negotiations 
with Queen Elizabeth's ambassador, Thomas Randolph. 

Treasonable these proceedings undoubtedly were, tech- 
nically at least, but not that kind of sordid treason which 
inspires disgust against the traitor. The object of the plot 
was twofold — self-preservation, and the delivery of Morton, 
the pillar of Protestantism in the north ; if that end could 
not be attained without the slaughter of Lennox and Arran, 
Montrose and Argyll, when could an omelette be made 
without breaking of eggs ? 

Meanwhile Angus was himself tiie object of a murderous 
counterplot, wherein his own wife, Margaret Leslie, was said 
to be accomplice, and Montrose, who loved Lady Angus /ar 
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amours, the ringleader. This was revealed to Angus by 
s of intercepted letters,' when he was attending Parlia- 
ment on 34th February under the King's safe-conduct. He 
immediately left Edinburgh, found his wife at Dalkeith, and 
sent her home to her father, the Earl of Rothes, thereby 
incurring the deadly hatred of both Rothes and Montrose. 

Lennox now got wind of the transactions between 
Angus and Randolph, and on 14th March the Privy Council 

ordered the earl to surrender to ward at Inverness 
tbe EkI of or north of the Spey,^ and al! men in the southern 
AnED*,uid counties were warned by proclamation to abstain 

from assisting him in his seditious purpose, 
Having failed to comply with this order, Angus was pro- 
claimed a traitor on 29th March, and on 2nd June, five days 
after Morton's execution, sentence of forfeiture and outlawry 
was passed upon him. 

Angus then travelled the road so well trodden by 
Scottish exiles and traitors, and wrote from Carlisle explain- 
ing his position to Walsingham : — 

"The frequcnl mutations of tJlat cuntrie [Scotluxl] are nocht xmall in 
Dumber, the apparent accidenlis lyk to &11 out boith dyvers and dangerus, so 
that nattiei the saidis accidenlis nor ihaii apperond rcmcdcis can be maid so 
lensibiU to hir maieslie be wryting as I walde wishe ; thairfoir 1 tbink it con- 
venient Lo direct my covsing, Maistet Aichebald Dowglas,' to hir maiestie 
that be him my kn&wleg and mynd may be to hii grace wndersland."' 

The result of Archibald's mission was that Angus was 
invited to Elizabeth's Court, To London he was accom- 
panied by a great number of gentlemen of the 
house of Douglas, and also by David Home of 
S'''\fcu°"' Godscroft, whose work has been so often referred 
to in these pages. Godscroft says that Angus 
became very intimate with Sir Philip Sidney, who had just 
finished writing his Arcadia, and delighted to entertain his 
Scottish visitor by reading it aloud to him — a heavy price, 
as we should esteem it, to exact for the author's hospitality. 

' Moysie, who reports this, says these letters were forEed. — Memvirs, p. 30, 
Bannalyne Club. 

' Rig. Privy Council, \a. 365-368. 

' The infiimous parson o( Glasgow [x«xvii.]. ' Fiuer, Iv. 178. 
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Meanwhile the government of Scotland continued as 
much the shuttlecock of " frequent mutations " as ever. 
Lennox and Arran fell out, and made up their quarrel only 
to find that, although they had expelled the Douglas, they 
had raised a numerous and formidable opposition to their 
administration. Still, as of old, possession of the King's 
person was the great political prize to contend for, and this 
the Earls of Mar and Gowrie obtained by the well-known 
Raid of Ruthven [22nd August 1582], when these oppo- 
sition leaders captured James VI., aged sixteen years, and 
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Fig. 30,— SignatDres of David I£ume ofGodscroft. 

set up a new Government. This opened the door for Angus's 
j^„p^,g, restoration. He went immediately to Berwick, 
iBrnjioScot- and received thc King's pardon on 28th September, 
Sapttmber accompanied with permission to live at Tantallon, 
■*"■■ although he was not to move elsewhere beyond 

Berwickshire and Teviotdale, In October he was summoned 
to Edinburgh at the time when Arran was put in ward, and, 
having bound himself not to proceed against either Lennox 
or Arran on account of Morton's execution, kissed hands 
on the 20th. A hideous object must have met his gaze 
as he rode through the West Bow — the bleached skull of 
his uncle Morton, which still grinned from the wall of the 
Tolbooth. This the King permitted him to remove and 
bury beside the body of the sometime Regent on lOth 
December. 

Previous to that, on ist November, James had directed 
the Chancellor to make out tetters of rehabilitation for 
Angus, and the reconciliation appeared complete when his 
Majesty honoured the earl with his company at dinner. 



J 



140 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



} 



Still the decree of forfeiture was in operation, and could 
only be revoked by Act of Parliament, and the King seemed 
determined not to summon Parliament for the purpose. 
When it was proposed to him that Parliament should meet 
in April 1583, he burst into passionate tears, and could only 
be got to consent to its assembly in October. 

In fact, James had never forgiven tlie raiders of Ruthven : 
he longed for the " frequent mutations " of Scottish politics 
to bring about a fresh change of government; it would 
be time enough to deal with Angus when that had been 
accomplished. Meanwhile the King was in secret com- 
munication through the French ambassador, La Mothe 
F^nelon, with Lennox, who was in France ; and it was only 
James's desire to keep on friendly terms with the Court of 
England that prevented him making short work with the 
Gowrie faction and the reforming lords. All this is clear 
enough now from the contemporary correspondence, but 
even at this early age James plumed himself upon his king- 
craft, which was sufficient to prevent the slightest suspicion 
of his real design leaking out. 

In May the King set out to " tak a progresse " through 
his realm, sorely against the wishes of his Ministers, who, 
having got him in their keeping, liked to have him 
under their eyes. With his Majesty rode three earls of 
the Gowrie party, namely, Angus, Bothwell, and Mar, and 
two of the opposition, Argyll and Montrose. At Falkland 
news reached them that Lennox had died in France, whose 
last letter to the King had urged him to put away the 
Douglases, and to distrust the whole English faction. 
Angus and Bothwell, believing the King to be quite safe at 
Falkland and out of harm's way, left the court, Mar alone 
remaining as minister in attendance. On 27th June the 
King moved to St. Andrews Castle, where suddenly on the 
following day appeared the Earls of Argyll, Montrose, 
Crawford, and Huntly, each at the head of an armed con- 
tingent. It was very adroitly managed ; almost before the 
reforming lords could communicate with each other they 
received notice by a herald forbidding them to assemble 
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their forces. They obeyed ; the Gowrie government was 
out, and Angus, further than ever from regaining his estates, 
had to take measures for retaining his head. King James, 
who kept much of his ancient affection for Angus, bade him 
go quietly home to Douglas Castle, which he did, awaiting 
the October Parliament, hoping thereby to be restored 
according to the King's promise. But Arran returned in 
the end of August ; the autumn Parliament was prorogued 
without fulfilling the forfeited earl's expectation, and in 
November Angus was ordered to pass north of the Spey, 
and there remain during the King's pleasure. 

In this sentence of exile probably the Earl of Rothes 
had as much hand as Arran, for he had never forgiven 
Angus the indignity of having his daughter returned upon 
his hands.^ At all events, Rothes turned a deaf ear to 
the " sweet speeches " addressed to him by King James 
in favour of his son-in-law. 

Angus complied with the order for his banishment, but 
was soon up to the ears in a fresh conspiracy, not against 
the King, but against Arran's government. In concert 
with Mar, Glamis, and Gowrie, he matured a plan for the 
seizure of Stirling Castle. He wrote to young Robert 
Douglas of Lochleven, summoning him to bring all the aid 
he could, but Robert's mother intercepted the letter and 
dissuaded her son from joining such a foolish enterprise. 
Gowrie was not whole-hearted in the matter, but allowed 
himself to be taken by the King's officers at Dundee, and 
endeavoured to make terms for himself. Angus, who had 
just obtained a royal warrant to come to Dundee, and 
thence pass out of the kingdom [6th April 
Stirling I 5 84],- was denounced by one of his own people, 

Ji"*-*""" but Mar and Glamis managed to capture Stir- 
ling Castle, where Angus joined them, after 
sending to summon his vassals from Douglasdale. 

It proved but a flash in the pan. The confederate 

' Angus obtained a 
itig the lady's 
»/i.rf., iv. 17. 
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lords were disappointed in the support they had expected 
from thdr people, who gave them, as Mr. James 
Melville expressed it, but " cauld concurrance " ; they had 
but 300 men under arms all told ; wherefore, on the 

r'^>proach of Arran's brother. Captain WiUiam Stuart, with 
a superior force, they fled under cover of darkness 
— southward, of course. Stuart, Earl of Both- 

I kMLuiT *^^"* *^ Warden of the Marches, but secretly in 
sympathy with the insurgents ; moreover, he was 
brother-in-law to Angus. His fidelity was already suspected 
by the Government, so it was at the peril of his own life 
he let the fugitives pass, feigning pursuit for the sake of 
appearances, and once more Angus sought and found safety 
on English soil. Hb kinsman Archibald — not the notorious 
parson of Glasgow, but he who had once been constable 
of ICdinburgh Castle — was taken on the march by an over- 
zealous Johnstone, sent to Edinburgh and hanged. Gowrie 
was executed on 2nd May, an act of discipline which was 
destined to bring fresh trouble hereafter; Parliament passed 
fresh sentence of forfeiture against the exiled lords, and 
their lands served to enrich the friends of Arran.' 

Had matters been stayed here, the door had been shut 
for ever against the return of Angus and his friends. But 
King James's ecclesiastical policy, inspired by Arran, turned 
the tide strong against the new administration. The 
attainder of the fugitive lords in August had been pre- 
ceded in May by the restoration of episcopacy and the 
proscription of assemblies and synods. The Presbyterian 
divines had secured the entire sympathy of tlie people, 
and looked to Angus, himself a zealous Presbyterian, as 
the leader of their cause. Mr. James Melville, son of the 
more famous Andrew, and many others of the Scottish 
clergy, joined the earl early in August at Newcastle, where 
he and his brothers in exile were living under the pro- 
tection of Queen Elizabeth. 

" We eniered," saj-s Melville in his Diary, " 10 the practise and keiping 
of the [PresbyleriBn} order, wherein we coatinowed, bjr the gnut grace of our 

' Aett Pari. Sett., vL 33a-373 1 Pilcaim, i, 119; Btrdtr Paftrs, I 136. 
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mctcilul God, during the haill lytne or our soioutning b Einelsnd, n-ith uc 
ftuiet of ipiriliall insltuction, comfort and ioy as balhe grail and iinall Ihoueht 
it lh« bjippiest lymc tlial cuet they spent in all thaii lyff. Gud, godlie, wyse 
and stoul Archbald Erie of Angtls hcs ofl lymes uid to me : '<BeroR my God, 
Mr. James, giff the conscience of the guid cause we haifT in hand moucd me 
nochi, and giff I haid bot 9a miklc of my awin Iciving as might bot ia this 
mancr suslein w!i, I wald be haitlle content to spend all my lytT in this esUkt 
and Tonne.' 

"This noble man was fellan weill myndit, godlie, dcuot, wyse and g^nue ; 
and, by and besyde tbir comoun eierceises, was gilfen to reiding and privat 
prayei and meditation, and oidinailie eftcT dinner and super, haid an lioures, 
and sum lymc mair nor twa houres, conference with me about all tnaiets, 
namelie, concerning our Kirt and ComounweiU : what war the abuses thereof, 
and whow they might be amendit. Wherof he was sa cair&ll, that he cauut 
me sett tham down in wiyl, and present tham to him, being in companie 
with the rest ; quhilk, when he haid red himselff and confertit thereon with 
tham, he causit wtyt a copic in guid wiail, ijuhilk he put in a title coffer, 
wharin his speciall wriltes and IctlTcs war carried about with himself con tinu- 
alie, thai be might haiff tham in tnrtnorie, and, as occasion servit, confer and 
reasone thereon with his ct 



Arran's jealousy and distrust of Angus was probably a 
chief cause for his earnest attempt at this time to convince 
Queen Elizabeth that the Protestant religion in Scotland 
was safe under his administration, and that the English 
alliance could be confirmed and maintained without the 
agency of the banished lords. He did all in his power to 
prejudice the monarchs of both realms against Angus and 
Mar, working on the personal timidity of James, assuring 
him that Angus would never forgive him for the death 
of Morton, and informing Elizabeth, through her ambassador 
Hunsdon, that the peace of Scotland depended upon the 
imprisonment or death of Angus, He and Montrose even 
employed one Jock Graham of Peertree to kill Augus and 
Mar, giving him a gun and promising him a reward. Jock 
had no quarrel with Mar, and declined to attempt his 
life; but Angus he was quite willing to slay, by reason of a 
standing blood-fcud," 

Queen Elizabeth turned a deaf ear to Arran's repre- 
sentations, and continued to plead with King James on 

' Mr. James Melville's Diary. — Bonnatyne Club, 117, 

' Examinslion of Jock Graham of Peertree before Lord Scrope^ Original at 
Douglas Cajtle, cited by Ftoser, ii. 353, note. 
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behalf of the exiles,' The two chiefs of Hamilton, Lords 
Claud and John, hereditary foes of the Douglas, were also 
refugees in England at this time, concerning whom Eliza- 
beth wrote to Angus and Mar [ i oth October 1 5 84], 
reminding them how essential it was that they should lay 
aside all " querels and vnkindnes" between them and the 
house of Hamilton, and informing them that she had ap- 
RecoBciiiation pointcd the mayor of Newcastle to negotiate a 
reconciliation, Claud Hamilton had already 
made his peace with Arran and gone north ; but 
lom. isB*. Lord John, finding himself involved in common 
misfortune with his enemy, magnanimously forgave Angus 
for having been the chief agent in his expulsion from 
Scotland, met his advances in a friendly spirit, and co- 
operated cordially in the schemes of his fellow-exiles. 

The conjunction of these two families was ill to the 
liking of Arran, who redoubled his eflbrts to discredit the 
exiled lords with Queen Elizabeth. He formally charged 
them with conspiracy against the person of King James, 
supporting the accusation by the depositions of certain 
witnesses, and demanded their instant extradition. To 
meet these charges the lords were summoned to London 
in April 1585, to hear their indictment by Sir Lewis 
Bellenden, Scottish Lord Justice-Clerk ; but they proved 
their innocence so clearly that Queen Elizabeth sent Sir 
Philip Sidney to desire them to be of good comfort, and 
to assure them of her continued affection. 

Arran's confidential agent in England at that time was 
the treacherous Master of Gray, hitherto a bitter enemy 
of the Douglases. Perceiving, however, a change in the 
aspect of the political horizon, this double - faced rogue 
turned against his employer, and advised Queen Elizabeth 
and Walsingham to follow a course which should bring 
about the ruin of Arran and the return of the exiled Scots. 
In pursuance of this design, Sir Edward Wotton went as 
ambassador to Scotland, taking with him valuable horses 
and hounds as gifts to King James, and so won that 
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monarch's favour as to coax him into an alliance with Eng- 
land in defence of the " trew religioun." He even succeeded 

in obtaining the imprisonment of Arran, because of the 
accidental slaughter of Lord Russell at a meeting of Border 
wardens. On 30th September Wotton was able to an- 
nounce to Walsingham the accession to their party of a 
very important individual in the person of John, 8th Lord 
Maxwell, Angus's brother-in-law, upon whom the forfeited 
earldom of Morton had been conferred. Maxwell lay on 
the west border with a large force, which he had mustered 
in order to invade the lands of Johnstone of that ilk, with 
whom he was at deadly feud. Angus, Mar, Lord John 
Hamilton, the Master of Glamis, and the rest of the exiles, 
having obtained Queen Elizabeth's leave, hurried to Kdso, 
where they met the Homes and other Border gentlemen, 
and hastened on to a rendezvous with Maxwell, at Lanark, 
on 25 th October. The combination against 
Arran thus included those very powerful, but 
hitherto discordant, partisans, Angus and Mar, 
October issj. ^^^^ |^gjj hsen the objects of his enmity from 
the first ; Maxwell, who had derived so much of his power 
from the attainder of Morton, the uncle of Angus, and 
therefore owed a great deal to Arran's ascendency, and 
the Hamiltons, formerly at feud both with the Douglases 
and the Maxwells. 

The insurgent force advanced upon Stirling, which 
was held by Arran, who had broken his ward. Little 
defence being offered, the attacking force entered the town 
on 2nd November ; Arran took to flight, accompanied by a 
single horseman, while the King, with Montrose and Craw- 
ford, shut himself up in the castle. The place was then 
strictly invested, no provisions being allowed to enter except 
for the King's table. On the evening of the 3rd a flag of 
truce was sent out, and, on receiving assurance that no 
disrespect was intended towards the King's person, and that 
the lives of Crawford, Montrose, and all others with him 
would be respected, formal surrender was made to the 






On 4th November, Angus, Mar, Hamilton, and others 
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bad audience with the King, who granted them pardon, 
and promised that they should be restored to 
their estates and deities.' This promise was 
fulfilled in the Parhament which met in the 
"**■ following month;* a new government was 

appointed, whereof Angus was the actual leader, although 
be declined the chancellorship, which was bestowed on 
Secretary Haitian d.* 

Angus had no easy part to fill. King James could not 
consent to the repeal of the Acts against the Kirk, being 
a zealous Episcopalian. The clergy, of all folk the most 
impracticable in political matters, looked to Angus, an 
equally zealous Presbyterian, to obtain without delay the 
restoration of their Assembly and synods, and grumbled 
mightily because he counselled moderation. Maxwell, who 
had contributed so much to the success of the revolution, 
was a Papist, so was Home ; Angus did his best to explain 
to impatient deputations that it would be folly to press any 
policy which might alienate the valuable support of such 
1 as these. 

It has been shown that upon Lord Maxwell had been 
conferred the earldom of Morton, after the at- 
tainder and execution of the fourth holder of 
l^^,sf6. ^^^^ '•'^'^ [xxxvi.]. This notwithstanding, on 
29th January 15S6, King James, by a letter 
under the Great Seal, rescinded the forfeiture of the former 
Regent, and decreed that Angus, as nearest heir of line, 
should succeed to that earldom, with all the possessions 
thereof, Dalkeith Castle only excepted, which the King 
reserved for himself.* 

Arran took advantage of the profound reaction in 
feeling against the Protestant Queen of England arising 

' Xtg. Privy CauMcil, iv, 30. " Act! Pari. Scot., iii. 373-(22. 

* Sit John Maitland, attcnvards Lard MaitlaQd of Thi[le9ta.nc, cider brother 
of Queen Mkry'a secretary, William of Lelhington. 

* Ftg. Magni SigiJIi, xxxvi. No. 549. Regent Klorton had buill a fine new 
palace at Dalkeith in 1575. known in the neighbourhood as " the Lion's Den." 
This WAS bought by the Ear] of liuccleuch in 1643, nnd, passing lo the Duchess 
of Monmouth, received its present shape Bceording to the plans of Sir John 
Vubnigh. Maxwell cmtlaued to be elyled Earl of Morton uatil hit death in 
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in Scotland upon the execution of Queen Mary on 8th 
Return af Febiuaiy 1 5 8?. The King's ministers and 
the B>ri oj council exerted themselves to avert this monstrous 
Arran, ijs?- ^^^ ^^^f^ j^^ repeated intercession with Eliza- 
beth, and by voting money for embassies to the courts of 
France, Spain, and Denmark in order to secure their assist- 
ance ; ' nevertheless, Arran prevailed so far with King 
James as to obtain the incarceration of Angus, Mar, and 
others of that party who had opposed Queen Mary in 
arms. But they were released before 14th May, when the 
King held 3 great feast in Holyrood, whereat Angus gave 
bis hand to Montrose, and the elaborate restoration of good- 
will among ancient enemies was celebrated with fireworks 
and processions to and from the castle. 

Angus had been reappointed Warden of the Marches in 
the month of March 1587; his last public appearance was 
in company of the King towards the end of May in that year 
in the course of operations against Lord Maxwell, who was 
once more in open rebellion. Maxwell, who had been 
intriguing with the Spanish Government, and assisting them 
in planning the descent of the Great Armada upon the 
Scottish coast, was taken by Arran's brother, Sir William 
Stuart, shortly afterwards. Angus, never of robust consti- 
tution, was attacked by "an infirmitie and flux," which 
baffled all the doctors, as well it might, seeing that the 
symptoms described correspond with those of a galloping 
consumption. Dr. John Craig received Z^ioo in fees for 
attendance upon the earl, and no less than ^(^241, 3s. 4d, 
was paid to the apothecary for drugs " imployit on his 
Death of lordship" during Ills last illness. Either from 
Angm, 4II' the disease or the drugs, Angus died at Smeaton 
AoBustissa. j^ j^^j. LQjhJ3jj (jjj ^j[j August 1588, aged 

thirty-three years, and was buried at Abemethy, his heart 
having been taken out and conveyed to St Bride's Church 
of Douglas. 

Dr. Craig's want of professional skill found a convenient 

1593- When his son, Robetf, was ctcaled Earl of Nilhsdale iD 1620, he received 
precedence as from 1581, the dale of his father's creation as Eatl of Moiton. 
' /^eg. Privy CeuHcil, \v. 119. 136, 
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cloak in the craze for witch-hunting, to which King James's 
intense interest in sorcery gave such amazing vf^iie during 
his reign. It was the most natural thing in the world, as it 
then was, that, whereas Angus had " died of so straunge a 
disease as the Phisittan knewe not how to cure or remedie," 
some poor wretch should be accused of having bewitched 
him. Accordingly, one Barbara Napier was tried on the 
accusation of one Agnes Sampson. Barbara was acquitted, 
whereupon suspicion fell upon Agnes, who at first denied 
everything. Then her hair was all shaved off, and, 
the King being present, a rope was 
twisted round her head, " beeing a 
payne most grevous, which shee con- 
tinued almost an hower," after which 
she was in a state to confess anything 
her tormentors wished. " These con- 
fessions made the King in a wonderful! 
admiration, and sent for Gellis Duncane 
[another witch], who upon the like 
trump did p!ay the saide daunce before 
the Kinges Maj'estie, who, in respect to 
the strangenes of these matters, tooke great delight to be 
present at their examinations." ^ 

After this, there could be no manner of doubt in well- 
balanced minds as to the cause of Angus's demise. Verdict 
accordingly, and Agnes, who really had done a vast amount 
of merciful work among the sick poor, was condemned to 
be taken to the Castle Hill of Edinburgh, " and thair bund 
to ane stalk and wirreit - quhill * sche wes deid, and 
thaireftir hir body to be brunt in assis." * 

Thick and thin partisans of Queen Mary will ever 
judge harshly of the 8th Earl of Angus, closely identified 
as he was with the Protestant cause which she detested ; 
but it is quite consistent with profound compassion for 
the misfortunes of the Queen of Scots and indignation at 
her cruel doom to recognise him as one of the best of the 
Douglases. Many modern public men have scarcely entered 
upon their career at the age which brought his to a term ; 
' Pilcajm, i. at?. ' Strangled. ' Until. ' Pilcaim, i. 241. 
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yet he committed few errors of judgment, and, while 
maintaining with equal sagacity and courage the political 

and religious faith which he professed, it is impossible 
to support against him any charge of disloyalty to his 
singuWly insincere and suspicious sovereign, James VI,, who 
though he preferred Stuart, Earl of Arran, as a councillor 
more inclined to the restoration and maintenance of Epis- 
copacy, was personally very fond of Angus, and used to speak 
of him as the " ministers' king." As for the Presbyterian 




Fig. 32.— Sell of Archibald, SlhlEarroT Angus {1557-1588). 



clergy, they adored him, Calderwood pronouncing him to 
have been " more religious nor anie of his predecessors, 
yea, nor anie of all the erles in the countrie, much beloved 
of the godlie." 

Angus had no children by his first two wives, the second 
whereof, Lady Margaret Leslie, he divorced in 15S7, and 
in July of that year married Jean Lyon, daughter of John, 
loth Lord Glamis, and widow of that Robert Douglas 
of Lochleven who had been dissuaded by his mother 
from Joining Angus in his rising in 1584. This lady 
bore her husband a posthumous child, named Margaret, 
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who died young, having been affianced to John, eldest son 
of John Lindsay of Balcarres, Secretary of State." She 
afterwards took a third husband, Alexander Lindsay, 
brother of David, i ith Earl of Crawford. 
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fig' 33-— SignaiureofJcanLyim.'srdiCouniessof ihc8ihEailorAnEu5(f. 15S6). 



With the death of the 8th Earl of Angus [Ivi.], the male 
line of Bell-the-Cat's [xliii.] eldest son became extinct, and 
. the succession reverted to William Douglas of 
BthEariof ' Glcnbervic [Ivii,], grandson of Bell - the - Cat's 
Aqbui, second son. Sir William Douglas of Braidwood 

[xlvi.]. Sir William's son, Archibald of Glen- 
bervie, married Lady Agnes Keith, daughter of William, 
2nd Earl Marischal, who bore the subject of this memoir 
about 1532, the only son among nine daughters. On St 
Valentine's Day, 1552, William was contracted in marriage 
to Egidia or Gelis Graham, daughter of Robert Graham of 
Morphie,- and the marriage was celebrated shortly after- 
wards. Like the rest of his house, he was a Protestant, and 
fought in the battle of Corrichie, where the Earl of Huntly, 
head of the Romish faction, was slain in 1562. In 1570 
he succeeded to Glenbcrvie on his father's death, and five 
years later he was retoured heir to his grandfather. Sir 
William, who perished at Flodden in i 5 1 3,^ He took little 
part after this in public affairs, both he and his wife being 
invalids, as appears from a licence granted to them in 1578 
by King James to eat flesh in Lent " als oft as thai pleis," 
by reason that they were " subiect to seiknes and diseiss of 
body." * 

Ten years later, when the 8th earl lay dying at Smeaton, 



' Lists oj tkt Lindsay!, 
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KING JAMES CLAIMS THE EARLDOM iji 

he sent twice for the laird of Glenbenne to confer with him 
about the succession. Glenbervie's eldest son was a Roman 
Catholic, a sore distress to his father, all the more so because 
Angus seemed disposed to alter the succession upon that 
account But the dying earl, though a staunch Presbyterian, 
and deeply concerned for the establishment of that form of 
religion in Scotland, was of too liberal a spirit to cause any 
man to suffer for his honest opinion : therefore, after ques- 
tioning Glenbervie's son closely about the grounds of his 
faith, he declared that he would not meddle with the exist- 
ing entail, made in 1547, whereby he had devised the earl- 
dom of Angus to Glenbervie, and the earldom of Morton to 
Douglas of Lochleven.' 

Accordingly, Glenbervie was to be served heir in the 
Angus earldom and estates in January i 589, and sent round 
summonses to his kinsmen and friends to attend 
diipntciUi the court on that occasion, for the succession was 
to be disputed by no less formidable a litigant 
than King James himself, on the ground that 
entails excluding heirs-general, and settling the succession 
upon heirs-male and of provision, were against the laws of 
God, of man, and of nature, of all which the King considered 
himself an infallible exponent. His Majesty attended the 
court in person to hear the case argued, and had the morti- 
fication of hearing the Lords of Session pronounce unanimous 
judgment against him. 

But the royal prerogative exercised by the Stuart Kings 
was far-reaching and manifold. The royal litigant indem- 
nified himself for his disappointment by exacting from the 
successful suitor the sum of 35,000 merks, and the surrender 
of the lands of Braidwood in favour of the Chancellor, Mait- 
land of Thirlestane. Glenbervie, an elderly invalid, had not 
the hardihood to resist this monstrous impost, fearing lest 
a worse thing might happen to him ; and James adopted a 
characteristic means of extorting the money, in borrowing 
from his courtiers and sending them to the new earl for pay- 
ment.* Other pecuniary transactions Angus had with his 



' Godsctoft's MS., ii. 247. cited by Frascr, ii. 33 
' DischaiECS at Douglas Castle, cited by Frasei, 



. 373. 1' 



a 




152 

soi-ercign during this year i 589. Huntly having raised the 
north in rebellion, the King marched against him, and Angus 
accompanied him to Aberdeen. The rising was quelled 
without shock of war, and the King, wishing to return to 
Edinbui^h, found himself short of the necessary travelling 
expenses. Maittand suggested Angus as a good sponge to 
squeeze ; the unhappy carl protested that, after the heavy 
payments already exacted from him, he had barely enough 
to keep his own servants. Sir John Carmichael standing 
by, expressed surprise that Angus did not realise how great 
an honour the King was doing him in stooping to ask his 
assistance, and luckless Angus had to go a-borrowing from 
tlie Town Council of Aberdeen to satisfy the King's require- 
ments.' 

Francis Stuart, Earl of Bothwell, had been a good 
friend to the Douglases in their days of adversity, but when 
he was put on his trial for complicity in Huntly's rising, 
Angus was chancellor of the jury which convicted him; 
and, upon the pri.soner being sentenced to forfeiture, pro- 
tested in Parliament that Bothwell's attainder should not 
prejudice his own claim to the lordship of Bothwell. 

The rest of this earl's acts call for little comment He 
was one of the lords appointed to carry on the government 
during King James's wedding tour to Denmark in 15S9— 
1590,* and carried the sword of state before Queen Anne 
at her coronation. Feeling his end draw near, he became 
uneasy about leaving his earldom and possessions to be 
irherited by his eldest son, William, who was a Roman 
Catholic, and intended to make a will in favour of his 
second son, George. But George died before his father, 
and the succession was never altered. 

On 8th April 1591 Angus wrote from Glenben^e to 
the Earl of Morton [Ivii.], informing him that he had 
received the King's summons to attend in Edinburgh for 
the trial of "sic personis as hes etlellit* mischewous 
' Two thousand pounds was (he sum oblained, for repayment of which the 
Town Council cepeatedly sued the toih and ttth earU; but the proceedings 
were always slopped bj the King, who acknowledged the debt, but did not 
diacharge it until l6l3. 

' Rtg. Privy Coutteil, iv. 415. ' Billed, attempted. 
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pratekceis aganis his Majesties awin estait and persouoe, 
as also aganis myne and youris lordshipis wm- 
Angas. m quhill ' last predicessoure that died of guid mcm- 
Jniy »»i- Qfig^ |,Q( ij jjgg . piesit God to visit me with 

ane extreme fyfher * , . . thairfoir your lordship mane '•' tak 
burden wpon your lordship at this tyme for me becaus of 
my present diseass." The pending trial was that of the 







Fig. J3A.— Signatotes of William Douglas ot Glenbtrvie, glh Eirl of Angtis. 



" wich " Barbara Napier, accused of having caused the 
death of the 8th Earl of Angus, and the letter to Morton 
finishes with a postscript, in which the writer begs his 
"weray speciall guid lord and cousinge to assist this caus, 
sua that we resaue nor deserwe na sclandder of God nor 
the warld." * Angus never recovered from the " fyf her," 
but died at Glenbervie on ist July, and was there buried 
' L»te. ' Fever. ' Musi. ' Fraser, iv, 1B7. 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



m 




under a sarcophagus, whereon is inscribed the genealogy 
of the lairds of Glenbenie carried back to the mythical 
founder of the house of Douglas in the year 730. 

By his wife, Egidia Graham of Morphie, Angus left a 
family : — 

(i) William, who succeeded as loth Earl of Angus [bt.]. 

(2) Archibald, parson of Glenbervic, died in 1 584, s/>. 

(3) George, also a clergyman, while still a minor, was 

presented by his father to the chaplainry of 
Drumlithie, whereof the revenues were to be 
applied to his education. Angus intended to 
make him his heir in the earldom, to the exclu- 
sion of his elder brother William, who adhered 
to the old religion; but George died in 1590, 
and was buried at Douglas. 

(4) Robert, who obtained Glenbervie from his eldest 

brother in 1591, was knighted by James VL, and 
married a daughter of Sir George Auchinleck of 
Balmanno. His eldest son, William, was created 
a baronet of Nova Scotia in 1625, which title 
expired in the person of Sir Alexander Douglas, 
7th baronet of Glenbervie, son of Sir Robert, 
6th baronet, author of the well-known Peerage 
and Baronage of Scotland. Sir Alexander's 
sister, Janet, married Kenneth, second son of 
Alexander Mackenzie of Kilcoy, Having risen 
to the rank of general in the army, this Kenneth 
was created a baronet 30th September 1831, 
and assumed the name of Douglas by royal 
licence in the following year. From this mar- 
riage is descended the present Sir Kenneth 
Douglas of Glenbervie, fourth baronet of the 
new creation, who was born in 1868, and resides 
in New Zealand. 

(5) Duncan, a clergyman, appointed to the living of 

Glenbervie on the death of his brother, Archi- 
bald, in 1 5 S 5 , and died without issue before 1 5 9 1 . 

(6) Gavin, married Elizabeth Keith, and died before 
1st October 161 6, and became ancestor of the 
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family of Douglas of Bridgeford, which ended 
with his two granddaughters and co-heiresses — 
Isobel, married Alexander Shank of Castlerig, 
died in 1762, and Marjory, married John, 6th 
Viscount Arbuthnot, died in 1737. 
(7) John of Barras.who married Jean Eraser, and whose 
son. Sir John, was knighted by Charles i. in 
1633. His line seems to have ended in the 
persons of three granddaughters, children of his 
fifth son, Archibald. 




Fig. 34.— Seal of William, 9lh Earl of Angus (1588-1 



(8) Francis, died in Rome after 1600, 
(g) Henry of Tan n achy, died 5th October 1595. 
(10) Margaret, married William Forbes of Monymusk, 
(ti) Jean, married in 1576 John Wishart of Ballisycht, 
nephew and heir-apparent of Sir John Wishart 
of Pitarrow. 

(12) Elizabeth, married Thomas Gordon, fiar of Cluny. 

(13) Sarah, married — first, Robert, eldest son of Alex- 

ander Strachan, fiar of Thornton ; and second, 
George Auchenleck of Balmanno, 
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Sir William Douglas of Lochleven was the eldest son 
of Sir Robert [xliv.] by his wife Mai^aret, daughter of the 
hfiL wauam ^''^ Lord Erskine, sometime mistress of James v., 
DoBdu of by whom she had become the mother of James 
JS&Jri^ Stuart, Earl of Moray. Sir William was thus 
±''aa' nearly related to three regents of Scotland, 
namely, Moray his half-brother. Mar his cousin, 
and Morton [xxxvL], who made him second heir in his 
entail. He succeeded to the Lochleven estates on the 
death of his father at the battle of Pinkie [iS47]- After 
Queen Mary's marriage to Darnley, Sir William was com- 
manded, on 7th November 1565, to deliver Lochleven 
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Castle to the Queen's officers,' with all the artillery and 
munitions placed therein by Regent Moray ; but his plea 
of severe illness was accepted, and he was allowed to retain 
the fortress on the undertaking that it should be sur- 
rendered at any time on twenty-four hours' notice.* 

Sir William's malady must have been but transient, 
seeing that five months later he was able to bear a hand 
in the assassination of Riccio. He joined the 
Riccio's onr- Confederation of lords at Stirling after the Queen's 
de[Hi.gUi marriage to Bothwell, and on i6th June 1567 
received a warrant for the commitment of her 
person to his castle of Lochleven.' On hearing that the 
Queen had abdicated in favour of her son. Sir William 
executed in her presence a notarial protest [38th July 
1567] to the effect that the abdication had been concluded 
without his knowledge, that he had taken no part in com- 
pelling or inducing her to make it, and that upon hearing 
thereof he had offered to escort the Queen to Stirling, that 
there she might declare freely her own will and pleasure,* 
This protest was signed among others by Sir William's 
brother George [lix.], who was already plotting against 
the laird and his mother for the Queen's escape. 

The Queen declined the Laird of Lochleven's offer to 
escort her to Stirling, saying that " for the present sche 
culd nocht be prepairit to pas thair, hot desirit 
•iM^fr^' the said William that sche micht remane in his 
Lochiiveo. place and vse hir self at hir eas and quietnes as 
sche has done heir to fore." ^ Considering the 
temper prevailing among the lords at Stirling, it was well 
that Mary did not trust herself in their hands at this 
time; it might have precipitated the tragedy. Douglas's 
behaviour in the matter is somewhat mysterious. The 
instructions given by the Lords of Council little more than 
3 month previously [ 1 6th June] had been stringent and ex- 
plicit T " Patrik Lord Lindsay of the Byris, William Lord 
Ruthven and William Douglas of Lochlevin to pas and 



' J^tg. Privy Council, i. 390. 



^ /bid., F. 396, "^ Morion, \. . 

' Douglas's noiaiial pcolesl. — Ibid., 1 
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convoy hir Majestic to the said place of Lochlevin and 
the said lard to ressave hir thainn, and thair thay and 
every ane of thame to keip hir Majestie suirlie within the 
said place, and on na wyse to suffer hir pas furth of the 
same ... as thai will ansuer to God and upon thair 
dewitie to the comraoun weill of this cuntrie." It had 
surely been a risky thing for Douglas to allow the Queen 
to go to Stirling, where she would have been, at best, only 
doubtfully welcome at the coronation of her son. 

Mary, therefore, remained in her island prison, while the 
golden autumn faded away and a grim Scottish winter 
settled on the scene. As early as $th August, Throck- 
morton had written to Queen Elizabeth, describing how Mary 
had won the goodwill and favour of all persons in the house, 
and was Hltely to effect her escape. Ruthven was removed 
from his post, under suspicion of not being proof against 
Queen Mary's fascination, and to another inmate of that old 
grey tower the Queen's gracious presence came as a strangely 
disturbing influence : still more so, perhaps, that of three 

fair and quickwitted maidens who were permitted 
^gj^'*° to share their mistress's captivity — Mary Seton, 
brother ot Marie Courcclles, and Jane Kennedy. Young 

George Douglas was not the first of his race, 
nor yet the last, to betray a trust ; but never was there one 
who had so good an excuse. Three pairs of soft bright 
eyes, brighter for their tears — three pairs of gentle young 
lips, mingling their pleadings with who shall describe what 
tender suggestion and alluring phrase ; ay, and above and 
beyond these, the beauteous Queen — so patient, so sorely 
tried, so grievously slandered. George was neither prig 
nor lout ; he must yield therefore to the influence which 
Nature has devised to be irresistible ; thereby winning 
a place in our chronicles by an act of treachery for 
which all men who read the story of those times bless 
him in their hearts. At all events, this chapter of history 
bad been duller and more forbidding without the gleam of 
George's chivalrous treachery. 

George Douglas had a companion in the old tower 



J 






ESCAPE OF THE QUEEN 159 

about his own age, a foundling, it is believed, who had 
been reared with hiiri from childhood, and acted as page 
to the lady of Lochleven, having received the narae of 
William Douglas. Upon these two lads during those dark 
winter months the charms of the Queen's ladies wrought 
with secret and sure effect, Mary Stuart had plenty of 
devoted servants in her realm, but before the greylag geese 
gathered for their northward flight from the Inch in the 
spring of 1568, none were more ready to lay down their 
lives for her than George and Willie Douglas. George in- 
curred his brother's suspicion and was sent away from the 
castle, but Willie remained. Obediently and intelligently 
he carried out the instructions of Marie Courcelles, whose 
clear, cool head laid all the plans for escape. At last all 
was ready. On Sunday evening 2nd May, 
Willie, while waiting on the family at supper, 
managed to throw his napkin over the castle 
keys and conveyed them to Marie Courcelles. 
She brought her mistress to a postern gate, 
where a boat was waiting. The Queen, in 
Mary Seton's dress, was able to slip out un- 
perceived with two of her ladies, and presently '''E- 35-— Signtt 
four stout arms were making the oars bend DtmclLofLoch^ 
bravely as the boat, with its precious freight, icven (1560). 
sped to the western shore of the lake. There 
sat the faithful Lord Seton and George Douglas, with led 
horses for the fugitives and a small escort of cavalry. Mary 
stepped lightly ashore, mounted into the saddle, and the 
Queen of Scots was free ! 

The Queen's escape might well have brought trouble 
upon Sir William, to whom had been intrusted her safe- 
keeping: probably it was owing to the influence of his 
powerful relative Morton [xxxvi.] that suspicion of col- 
lusion or negligence was not pressed against him. He 
commanded part of the reserve in the Regent's army at 
Langside [12th May], and did good service by promptly 
reinforcing tlie right wing at a critical moment.' 
' Melville's Memeirs, lol. 
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come to supersede uumbarxon and Blackness as a state 
prison ; and to this fortalice Northumberland «-as com- 
Dlitted under keeping of the Laird, apparently with power 
to make what terms he chose either for his surrender to 
the English Government or for his ransom by his countess.* 
Now Douglas, as a staunch Protestant, could not be 
blamed had he kept his prisoner and turned a deaf ear 
to the countess's repeated offers of money for bis release. 
Had he connived at the earl's escape to the Continent, 
Queen Elizabeth, upon whose favour Regent Mar's govern- 
ment depended for its existence, would have resented it 
as a most unfriendly act, and trouble would have followed 
which it was Douglas's duty, as the Regent's trusted official, 
to avert But what made his conduct in this affair 
peculiarly execrable, was that he encouraged the unfortunate 

■ Martim, i. 53. ' /bi4., i. 60. 

* For which act he lately received fiani Ihe Pope the posthamoiu honour of 
beatificuion. 

'"lie [Sii William Douglas] lol}' having ihe oider and possession of you 
without bonile or cha^e to slay him from doing for you as he shall thinke good, 
of whom alone you are to sekc youi release." — Counteas of Noilhumberland to 
hci huiband : iiit March 1573 [Merltn, \. 7s1. 
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countess to bid up to the sum fixed for the earl's ransom 
— 10,000 crowns [£2000] — and then, when she 
cf North™"' wrote from Mechlin to say that she had managed 
bertuidror af last, and after vast difficulty, to scrape the 
money together, and sent directions for her 
husband's journey to rejoin her,^ Douglas took exactly 
that sum from Sir John Foster in exchange for his prisoner, 
who was taken to York and there beheaded. The shame 
of this dirty transaction has generally been laid upon the 
4th Earl of Morton [xxxvi.]. and quoted in support of 
the sweeping charges of avarice made against him. Doubt- 
less as one practically supreme in the Scottish council at 
the time, Morton cannot be exonerated from his fair share 
of responsibility ; but it does not follow that he was 
cognisant of the mean intrigues of his kinsman in 
carrying it out. Indeed Hunsdon, the English ambassador 
in Scotland, wrote to Cecil [iith January 1571] that 
Morton had originally protested to Moray against the arrest 
of Northumberland as " a great shame and reproach," and 
in violation of the Border custom " to succour banished 
men." 

Meanwhile Regent Moray, who was primarily responsible 
for the imprisonment of Northumberland, had been mur- 
dered at Linlithgow a few days after the earl was committed 
to Lochleven ; his successor. Mar, with the consent of 
Morton, probably sought a solution of a difficult position 
in allowing the Laird of Lochleven to dispose of his prisoner 
to the highest bidder — a clumsy and unchivalrous device to 
avoid offending Queen Elizabeth. 

After the Earl of Morton succeeded to the regency. Sir 
William Douglas became more than ever his confidential 
agent, as is manifest by the letters preserved in the archives 
at Dalmahoy.^ The Regent's letter to Douglas [4th March 
1577] when his fall was imminent, and his defence therein 
anent the accusations made against him, has been quoted 
from elsewhere,' and when he was driven from power in 
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l578,itvasto Lodileven he icdred. aisl sought relief ia 
facing ont a garden. 

Ob 20di S ep te mber 1580 the King granted to Str 
WiUiaoi tlte ward of aD lands pertaining to his brotfaer, the 
dficeaied Earl of Bodian, together with the shert&hlp »«»■< 
c o r o o mhip of the oottnty of Banff ; ' and ahho«^ this was, 
of OOVK, only Morton's act in tlte Kii^s name, it I 
into sharp rriief die pr rv r rvKnm . against tbc DoDgh 
which follow tm mediately next in date among the I 
papers. After Morton's arrest and imprisonment, the I 
of Lochlcveo was ordered to go into ward beyond the 
Cromar^ Firth, and to remain tliere dttnng the Kii^s 
pfeaflue, under 2 penalty of / 10,000 — James ColviUe of 
Easter Wemyss and George Douglas of Roi^wic being 
taken as his sorcties [30th March ijSl].* But that bewas 
not in vary deep di^prace is ^lown by the following letter, 
written to him next day by the King : — 

" TniM hand. We sreit jim wcilL Giff we IbkI bene p m ^ *kh anr 
Kjnarbm wts ted Wcnstdban iiuuiit tofa*nebadiBni}alMtaf 
(Ril BDM. Alwjrii King il is tlnchl gode be the Lordk that jv 
fiM WltCT ia yovr «ud confoniK to tkair laraai ordiDanCE qohitt we of oor sdT 
waf not with Mm oa a altci, yc uU thairibii nlisSe ihaii dcsrc. . . . We commit 
am to God"-* 

and to prison, his Majesty might have added, which had 
been a better joke than most of those attributed to him. 

The King's next letter to the Laird of Lochleven is of 
considerable interest, as illustrating the moral right to fixity 
of tenure enjoyed under the ancient Scottish custom by 
tenants so long as they paid their rents. In the discharge 
of his wardship of the Buchan estates, Douglas seems to 
have exceeded the rights of a landlord, and the King 
wrote as follows ; — 

" Formmekill u Wc »r infonnit be oure louitds servilouiis Archibald Broky 
in Downe i.nd Thonui Brolty hii sone in (he Baddis that ye, upoim the gilt of 
the waird gevin be ws lo you of the Eiledome of BucKan have camit warne 

AlvrloH, i. 114. The deceased earl wns Robert, younger btothet of Sit 
William Douglu, who became 4Ch Eail of Buchan in right oflhis wife Chiistian, 
who tucccedcd hct gruidfiiher, the 3id earl. 

'/*«., L IS?. *!b\d. 
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Ihame lo T«mave frome tl«ir towfaes and posstssionis quhairin duty hauc rcmaait 
kyndlie uid native tenncnlis Ihii taony and divers yeiris by^ne cotDtnittitig lu 
ciymenor oHence agnnis thair maiswris In tymes pa.st nathei yit lo you sen yout 
cntrie lo [he ericdome of Buchan paying alswa thair dewitie and scrriec according 
lo thair assedationis : Thairfoit leiog the aed gift wes nocht gevin to the wtak of 
tlie saidis puir tennentis We will you thai ye upoun your rycht set thame thaii 
rowines and possessionis for paynieni of ihatr dewitie contenit in ihair auld 
renlall and cjuhillt ihay poyit to umquhilc Robert Dowglas last Eric of Buchane 
and thai ye remove Ihame nocht fia thair kyndlie posseuioiiis «nd rowmcs as ye 
will We did yow kyndnes and plesore in tymes earning." ' 

Sir William took no part in the Raid of Ruthven [22nd 
August 1582], which removed the King from the guidance 
of Esmti Stuart, Duke of Lennox, and brought in the ad- 
ministration of Mar, Gowrie, and Angus [Ivi.], but his son 
Robert shared in that enterprise, whence Sir William has 
often been included among the conspirators. Nevertheless, 
Sir William was not slow to give his approval to what had 
been done, by signing the bond of the confederates on 30th 
August for the establishment of the " trew reiigioune" and 
reform of justice. 

When King James gave Mar the slip in June 1583, and 
James Stuart, Earl of Arran, returned to power. Sir William 
Douglas was forfeited^ and imprisoned in Inverness, where 
he remained till released on 8th December ; after finding 
caution to the huge amount of £^30,000, the forfeiture 
was remitted on condition of his departing from Scotland, 
England, and Ireland within thirty days.^ Accordingly he 
went to La Rochelle, where he and some of the other con- 
federates prepared the plan which, upon the return to Scot- 
land of Mar, Angus, Glamis, and Lord John Hamilton in 
October 1585, resulted in the capture of the King in Stir- 
ling, the flight of Arran, and the re-cstablishment of a 
Protestant administration. 

On the death in 1588 of the 8th Earl of Angus [tvl.], 
upon whom the earldom of Morton had devolved 
in 1585, Sir William Douglas succeeded to the 
same, in accordance with the entail of the Regent 
Morton, and received renunciation by the King of all his 
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dairo tboeto as beir-genenU of Uacgaret. Countess of 
Lenntnc.' The earidom of Horton, it wiD be femetnbered, 
had been conioTed on John, Sth Lord MaxvcO, after the 
Regcnfs attatada- and execotkn. The tnoxncnicncc 
caused by the restoration of the Dooglascs and the conse- 
qncnt co-existence of two earls of Morton, was diminished by 
One frequency with which one trf these earls — Maxwdl, to 
wit — was in prison about this time. But in Septetnber 
1 589 Maxwell and other lords were liberated on the occa- 
»on <^ King James's marriage, and froca that time til) his 
death at Dryfe Sands in 1 593 there was constant friction 
between him and the other Earl of Morton. Indeed, on 
znd February 1593, they cante to blows over it, each 
disputing the precedency of the other in the chttrch of 
St Giles, Edinburgh, until the provost had to interpose 
his authority to part them. 

From this time forward Morton, as leader of the IVes- 
bytmans, was high tn the favonr and confidence of the 
Kin^ who appointed him his lieutenant in the sooSfa of 
Scotland in September 1594. Among the I^fanaboy 
letters is one, undated,- from the Countess of Horton to her 
husband, which seems to point to some forgotten romance 
of the peera ge. The 6th Earl of Argj-U, formerly Chan- 
cellor of Scotland, died in 1 5 84, and n-as socceeded by his 
son Archibald. This young lord, finding the pm-ailing 
Presbyterian atmosphere of Scotland %^eTy dreary, betook 
himself to the seat of ivar in the Netherlands, where he won 
great distinction fighting under the Spanish colours. There 
was little m this to commend him to the Protestant 
Morton, whose countess seems to have felt no little 
trepidation as to how he might brook the earl as a 
soB-in-Iaw, 



" It <nD ftt* TOBi L'. Ehu rae Lord oS ArgjD is ccme he 
leoenfay in die nycbt sod hi* h". vUl be aoicit ihii Sondsj viA joor dodlB 
[Lxtf Acx3] theffcir I pfa; rovr L". beocxbt ofieoditibil wiU Uk OelMUaci 
on Bc 10 end (hat tanie I nam oaff joet L.'. pudooc fbt tbe sane aad paja 

» JUrtm, L IS7- 

■ It mtj imfaafaiy be Rfcncd lo aboM (be jot isgg or 1594. 
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your L". nocht to be offendit a 
the momcing nocht ellis bol Cc 
your L". at hir pnwet. 



Ihis is wrettin in haist this socdiiy in 

II V. (o the proipctioun of God.— Be 

Agnks, Covntes of Mottlonc." 



The 7th Earl of Morton died 27th September i6o6. 
By his wife, Lady Agnes Leslie, daughter of 
iTtb sepum- George, 4th Earl of Rothes, he had four sons and 
'*"*°'' six daushters, 

(i) Robert, who married Jean, daughter of the loth 
Lord Glamis, afterwards wife of the 8th Earl of 
Angus [Ivi.], Robert was drowned at sea in 
1584, but left a son, William, who succeeded as 
8th Earl of Morton [Ixi.]. 

(2) James, Commendator of Melrose ; married — first, 

Jean, daughter of Sir James Anstruther of that 
ilk ; second, Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Kerr 
of Fernihurst. 

(3) Archibald. 

(4) George. 

(5) Margaret, married in 1574 Sir John Wemyss of 

that ilk. 

(6) Christian, married — first, in 1576, Laurence, Master 

of Oliphant ; second, Alexander, ist Earl of Home. 

(7) Mary, married Walter, Lord Ogilvie. 

(8) Euphema, married Sir Thomas Lyon of Auldbar, 

(9) Agnes, married Archibald, 7th Earl of Argyll ; 

and 

(10) Isabel, married— first, Robert, Earl of Roxburgh ; 

second, James, 2nd Marquess of Montrose. 

In order to preserve as nearly as possible contemporary 

chronology in following the fortunes of two houses so 

closely allied as those of Angus and Morton, we 
I*. WlUiam, »■■..,,. 1 • • 

istbEui must now return to William, who succeeded as 

^^^1 loth Earl of Angus [Ix.] on the death of his 

father, the gth earl [Ivii.], in 1591. He was 

bom about 1 554, and, after leaving St Andrews University 

'1 iS75iWas employed in the household of his kinsman, 

the Regent Morton, for a couple of years. Thence, at the 

age of three-and-twenty, he went to the Court of Henry in. 
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of France, a strange move for one of so staunchly 
Protestant a stock, and one which had momentous conse- 
quence upon his after life. William's father, it may be 
remembered, was still only laird of Glenbervie, and did not 
succeed to the earldom till 1588; therefore when the heir 
of Glenbervie yielded to the arguments of the doctors of 
the Sorbonne and became a Roman Catholic, although it 
was doubtless a source of much concern to his family, it 
did not amount to a matter of national moment. 

But it was far different when the succession to the 
premier and most powerful earldom of Scotland devolved 
upon the knight of Glenbervie, and we have 
chorcbof Seen how the Sth earl [Ivi.], when on his death- 
Rome, .s»^ j^^ ^^^^ j-^^. ^j^^ knight and his son, and ques- 
tioned them closely about the fixity of the young man's 
religious convictions, and how Glenbervie, as gth earl, 
proposed to cut his eldest son out of the entail. Previous 
to that, in 1585, Glenbervie had chosen a Protestant wife 
Muriel f^"" '^'^ ^°" '" ^^^ person of Elizabeth, daughter 

Eiix«i»tii. of Laurence, Lord Oliphant ; but she, instead of 
i^oii-" bringing her husband back to the " trewe re- 
piuu>t..sBs. ligioun," followed him into the fold of Rome. 
William Douglas, therefore, must have been a young man 
of considerable strength of character, seeing that he had 
not only the hardihood to run counter to the anxious 
wishes of his family and the traditions of his house, but 
incurred almost certain temporal ruin by adhering to the 
proscribed faith. 

In 1589 William Douglas, by that time Master of 

Angus, was made to feel the full effect of his disabilities, 

being ordered by the Privy Council to depart 

exa^"a89.'° ^'^^^ ^"^ realm, " thair to remane and na wayis 

to returne quhill ^ he half obeyit the kirk." * 

Unable to find a ship, he was permitted to remain in 

Aberdeen ; but next year proceedings were taken against 

him as a Jesuit and excommunicate person, and he was 

ordered into ward in Dundee or Stirling Castle, until he 

' Until. ' Fiaser, iii, 395, 
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could find surety for his leaving the country within forty 
days.* Just at that time his father died, and the Master 
employed the good offices of his relative Morton [Iviii.] to 
obtain the King's leave for him to attend the funeral at 
Glenbervie.* Returning to ward in Stirling, Angus sub- 
mitted to the King a notarial protest against the extreme 
inconvenience he found in transacting the business of his 
estates from that place, whereupon the King obtained con- 
sent of the clergy to the Earl's ward being changed from 
Stirling to " owre browche of Edinbrowche, Leith or in 
the Cannogaitt, and ane mylle thairabowt." ■' 

The disability of his religion notwithstanding, the new 
earl was served heir to his father in the lands of Angus 
and Glenbervie on lOth November 1591, His brother 
Robert held extensive mortgages over the Angus estates, 
which he now surrendered to the earl in exchange for 
Glenbervie and Kenmay, and carried on the separate line 
of Douglas of Glenbervie. 

At the opening of Parliament in 1592, King James 
assigned the honour of carrying the crown to Ludovic, 
Duke of Lennox, thereby infringing upon the hereditary 
privilege of the Douglas. Angus called together his friends 
and vassals, and, after taking counsel with them, sent Sir 
John Carmichael, captain of the King's Guard, to lay a 
protest before his Majesty. James declined to receive it, 
and commanded Angus to leave Edinburgh, whereupon the 
earl prepared to assert his privilege by force. James then 
began to temporise, explaining that his kingly word was 
pledged to Lennox, and could not be withdrawn, but pro- 
mising that if Angus would waive his right upon this 
occasion, it would receive due recognition in future, Angus 
yielded to the King's will, and bore the sceptre instead of 
the crown ; but he afterwards made open protest in Parlia- 
ment that his earldom carried with it right to the higher 
honour of the crown. The King was as good as his word 
on this occasion, and an act was passed ratifying the claim 

• Fraser, iv. 35. • Morion, \. 177, 

' Fraser, iii. 300. 
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of the Earls of Angus to bear the crown at all state 
functions, to give the first vote in the Privy Council and in 
Parliament, and to lead the vanguard of the King's forces. 

In this Parliament Francis, Earl of Bothwell, was 
attainted,' and it came out that Angus and Errol were 
implicated in his treasonable proceedings. They were 
both committed to ward in consequence shortly after mid- 
summer, but regained their liberty in September, and 
Angus at least was received back into full favour. He 
Appointed received a commission of Heutenandry and jus- 
Lieutenmi ticiary over the whole of Scotland north of the 
Scou»ad, Tay, and authority to proceed against the Earls 
'"*■ of Athol and Huntly, either or both, then at open 

and deadly feud with each other, because of the murder of 
the " bonnie Earl of Moray "* by Huntly on 7th February. 
This on 9th November 1592, and by that day month 
Angus had succeeded so well as to have secured the sub- 
mission of both earls and the pacification of the Highlands. 
The secret of this easy accomplishment of what had been 
deemed an almost hopeless mission soon came out, and 
landed Angus in deeper disgrace than ever. 

George Ker, brother of the commendator of Melrose, 
was arrested as he was embarking for Spain at Cumbrae, 
The-'S tiMb '" ^^^ Clyde. Upon his person were discovered 
Biasiu." is»i- eight blank sheets of paper, signed by Angus, 
"** Huntly, and Errol,^ besides a number of highly 

compromising letters, dated as long before as the month of 
October, addressed to sundry persons in Spain. George 
Ker on being examined, probably under torture or threat 
thereof, confessed that these blankseigns were intended for . 
the use of a Jesuit priest, William Crichton, then in Spain, 
who was to present them to the Spanish Council, when they 
should be filled up with orders for men and money, to be 

' Piicaim, i. 174. 

' /iiJ., i. aSo ; Fraser iil 301-308 ; iv. 36-38. 

' Each of the eajrts signed two of these blank sheets sepaiately ; the two 
others were ligned by ill three eaila and Sit Patrick Gordon of Auehendoun. — 
Pitcaim, i. 311. 
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employed in a descent upon the Scottish coast for the 
extirpation of the Protestant religion. Ker's deposition was 
afterwards confirmed by the confession of David Graham of 
Fintry, who was beheaded for complicity on 1 6th February 
1593, and there can be no doubt that Angus was deeply 
involved in this formidable Popish conspiracy. It will be 
observed that he had been in disgrace and imprisoned, 
or at least warded, til! September. When he signed the 
blanks and treasonable letters in October he probably 
foresaw no prospect before him but ruin on account of his 
religion. How bitterly, therefore, must he have 
repented of having thus committed himself, 
when he received the King's commission of 
lieutenandry on 9th November. Or 

to believe that he was acting deliberately Fig. 36. —Signet 
as a traitor throughout these transactions ? °^ William, 
Unhappily there is only too much ground ^°' An'e"u3 
for putting the worst construction upon his (1591-1611). 
conduct, and that King James was fully 

P justified in denouncing him as " a traitor of traitors." 
Therefore, when Angus returned to Edinburgh on 1st 
January 1593, instead of receiving the thanks of the 
Council for his eflfectual suppression of disorder in the 
north, he was ordered to ward himself in his lodging, 
imDrisomnent ^^^''^ ^e was closely guarded by the towns- 
ofAnpii, lod people, who were nervously apprehensive of any 
jmniryisji, (jg^jj^igg ^^^ the " Spalnzcarts." Next day two 
hundred of them took the earl to the castle and demanded 
his imprisonment. On the 3rd a messenger carrying compro- 
mising letters from Huntiy to Angus was arrested, and 
I preparations were made for trial of Angus for high treason ; 
but on the 13th he made his escape over the rocks by 
means of a rope, which his countess had managed to 
convey into his prison,' and joined Huntiy and Errol in 
the north. Then the hue and cry went forth against the 
three earls, who managed to elude capture in the Cairn- 
; 



' Two years later, Paliick Miller, a warder, on reluming from abroad, v 
tiken and hanged for complicily in (he earl's escape. 
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eorm mountains, while ^'ft of the escheat of Angus was 
made to Robert Douglas, provost of Lincluden pxxxiv.]. ' 

Let it be set to King James's credit that he did not 
press matters against the disobedient lords, although the 
Kirk clamoured for thdr instant punishment On the con- 
trary, he took advantage of an alleged informality in the 
summons, and caused proceedings to be stayed. The clergy 
were not so merciful. On 2Sth September the Synod of 
Fife passed sentence of excommunication upon Angus and 
his confederates, whereat, it may be supposed, these Cathob'c 
lords presumed to snap their fingers. They determined to 
attempt a short cut to the Kings grace. They issued 
boldly from their mountain retreat, and travelling south, 
intercepted the King at Fala on iith October, as he was 
riding from Edinburgh to Lauder. On their knees before 
him they besought a fair trial, pleading the services of their 
ancestors in the past, which King James needed only to be 
fairly well versed in the history of his own realm to know 
had been of a very piebald description. Howbeit, this 
dramatic appeal was successful ; the King promised his 
suppliants a trial at Perth on an early day, and ordered 
them to go into ward till then. 

" A fair trial " seems to have been interpreted by the 
three earls as one wherein the party most strongly armed 
should secure a verdict, for they proceeded to summon all 
their friends to attend at Perth in full force on 24th 
October, the day fixed for the assize. The clei^ were 
not to be outdone in such a prudent precaution ; moder- 
ators of presbyteries were charged to see that every 
minister warned the landowners and bui^esses in his con- 
gregation to muster under arms at the same time and 
place, and thus there was every probability of a stirring 
occasion. The King disappointed all concerned by revoking 
the order for the trial, appointing, instead, a commission 
to inquire into the charges against the earls. The finding 
of this commission was a peculiar one. They could not 
avoid declaring the earls and their associates guilty of 
' One of the Douglases of DnimUnng. 
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conspiracy in the matter of the Spanish Blanks ; that was 
TbeAttof pi'oved Up to the hilt in the handwriting of the 
Abouiion. accuscd ; but the finding was followed by 
'"* what was termed the Act of Aboiition, whereby 

the charges were to be abandoned on the acceptance 
by the earls of one of two alternatives — voluntary exile, 
or the adoption of the Protestant religion. Their decision 
in writing was required before ist January 1594, and until 
that was given, each of them was to avoid all intercourse 
with Jesuits, and to entertain a Protestant clergyman con- 
stantly in his house, who should be consulted in all matters 
of difficulty and doubt. 

The earls made no answer. They remained defiantly 
in the Gordon country, until, having failed to comply with 
an order to ward themselves in certain of the King's 
castles, on 8th June, sentence of forfeiture was pronounced 
against them in absence-—" thair personis to vnderly the 
panis of Tressoune and vtter pwnishment appoyntit be the 
lawis of this realme." ' 

The attitude of the earls was now one of open re- 
bellion. A Spanish ship coming to Aberdeen on i6th 
July was seized by the townspeople, and sundry 
la rabeUioB. passengcrs therein imprisoned. Angus, Errol, and 
j'SH- Huntly appeared in force, and wrote an ultimatum 
to the town council, declaring that they would burn and sack 
the town if the Spanish prisoners were not released.* The 
burgesses complied, but King James was soon on his way 
at the head of an army to operate against the rebels. 
Angus, at the head of a new confederation formed in 
August between himself, Huntly, Errol, Bothwell, Caith- 
ness and Gordon of Auchendoun, went off with Bothwell 
to raise the south country. Argyll, King's lieutenant in 
the north, met his personal enemy, Huntly, in battle at 
Glenlivat in September, and received a sharp defeat. To 
avenge this, James in person marched into Huntly's 
estates and destroyed the castle of Strathbogie, Huntly 
and Errol retired into Caithness, where Angus and 

' I'ilcaini, i. 316. ■ Fioser, iv, 374. 




I Mjr. Jasn iSd Bove : be tziBd to posBHie tae Synod 
1 flf Lolfikifl tD enter uUo *iMiMi n »r a Ktmm widi the carl, 
' VBt nB was soonjr <lf> IiHKi fay toe ociQr. 

AD that year and fbe next Angos^ieot io dns ffaibioas 

against his sovcfcign, and was swda- a en lnice of death. 
Certainly be received mart clemency than many of bis 
line had met with firom the boose oT Stuart. Tbe Doke 
of Lennox even ics^ned tbe eaiUom of Angus in &nttr 
of tbe forfeiced eaifs son WilHam.* 

Tbroa^toat all diese viossitndes there was but one 
aJourable (eatttre in the conduct of Angus and tbe 
other Roman Catholic lords, namely, their un- 
fViiiMi»< wavering adherence to the unpopular religion, and 
'*^^'' their unfiinching endurance of all the disabilities 
incurred in consequence. But in 1597 came a change, 
and these gentlemen no longer stand in such an edi^'ing 
light. The King had been inde&tigable in tr)Tng to bring 
aboDt better relations between them and the Established 
Kirk of Scotland, and at last succeeded so far as to arrange 
a conference betireen Huntly and Errol and the General 
Assembly sitting at Perth in March. On the petition of 
the Countess of Angus, her husband was also admitted 
to deal with ministers at the parish kirk of Kinnef!! He 

ProcunlOT7 of resgnatioD, 1596. ^l IXnglu Gutle, dted b; Fntser, ii. 
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CONVERSION AND RESTORATION i;3 

prefaced his first interview with a notarial protest setting 
forth that his attendance at preachings was not to be 
accounted as profession of the established religion, but that 
he came to the kirk only to understand and learn the 
arguments and grounds upon which that religion rested, 
reserving full right to dispute the same in further con- 
ference.' This defensive attitude was soon abandoned. 
With suspicious docility Angus acknowledged that he was 
at last convinced, and professed himself ready to subscribe 
to the doctrines of the Presbyterian Church, to confess in 
open kirk the heinousness of his apostasy, to shun the 
company of all Jesuits, and to keep a minister constantly 
in his household. Greatly did the brethren rejoice at 
this manifest working of the Spirit, which was the more 
miraculous because the hard hearts of all three recalcitrant 
earls were turned at the same moment. On 25th June a 
solemn fast was held in Aberdeen, and next day Angus, 
Huntly, and Errol, the last pillars of Papacy in Scotland, 
appeared in the Old Kirk of that city, subscribed the 
confession of faith before sermon, and after sermon made 
confession of apostasy before the whole congregation and 
received absolution. Then they received the communion 
and swore to be "good Justiciars." It was a most power- 
ful working of the Word, to be sure, as well as a signal 
triumph of James's kingcraft, but, in the light of what 
followed, it is best not to dwell over long thereon. 

The immediate effect upon the temporal affairs of 
these illustrious proselytes was very gratifying. Parlia- 
ment, meeting for the purpose in December, rescinded 
HeaioratioQ ^^^ '"^^ °^ forfeiture against them, and they 
oriheUirce were restored to all their possessions and dig- 
e«rl*. ijth . , . , , . *^ ** 

December nitics. Angus tooK his seal once more as a 
's»- privy councillor, and in June 1598 was appointed 

the King's lieutenant in the south of Scotland, with full 
Justiciary powers, authority to muster the lieges under his 
banner, and command of all the royal castles and houses 
within his Jurisdiction. 

NoUiial instrumeDl at DuugUs CasUe, ciled by Fioslt, ii, 394. 






THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



^ 



t 



The new lieutenant applied hfaudf witli energy to 
tbe duties of fab office, whidi were msat eoo u ^ AU the 
wertem border district was profooodly di aorgaaiaed by 
the long-standing mortal fend b Lt w Lea the Maxwells and 
the Johnstones ; many of the boose of Douglas restdtng 
in those parts were implicated in lawless p roc eed ings, and 
cither had to be dealt with jodicially by their chief, like 
Sir James Dooglas of Drnmlanrig, who was warded for 
disobedience, or pardoned in considciatioa of their readi- 
ness to support the lieutenant, like James Douglas, Lord 
Torthorwald, descnbed in tbe King's letter of i6th Feb- 
ruary 1600 as " being oar rebell and lying art cor home 
for the slauchter of our vmq^ * coDsing James Stewart of 
Ncwtoune."* Angus's operations against the Johnstones 
assumed the dimensions of a campaign, and was known 
thereafter as tbe Raid of Dumfries, He was entitled, as 
King's lieutenant, to half the value of goods and cattle 
taken, lands forfeited and fines levied, a system of admin- 
istration which certainly did not tend to leniency ; bnt, 
according to Godscroft, he never received a farthing of 
all the spoil, but bore the whole expense himself, amount- 
ing to 6opoo merks. When Geoi^e Home, Earl of 
Dunbar, because Treasurer in 1601, he oflfered to recover 

' Ute. 

' I'ilcaini, ii. 107. ThU was none otbet ih»n Capiain Jaoies Sioait, secood 
ton of Andrew, Lord Ochiluee, and belter known as I£a.r! of Anan, lomlerly 
Lord Ttity Seal and Lord ChaaccUtx of ScoiLmd. To mention him is to open 
■ long chapter of Dooglas history, which must here be condensed into a tew 
lines. Siocc his (all in 1585 Stnait had lived in obscuiily somewhere in tbe 
Highlands, bat in 1596, on the death of Chancellor Thblcstuie, he veniured 
■ouih to >cek King James's grace, was fairljr wall received, and lodc forward 
to viiit hit relations in Ayrshire. As he passed Symington, near Dougtas, he 
WM warned to beware of Douglas of Toiihorwald, a nephew of the Regent 
Morton, who hod been brought to his doom by Sluarl. " Douglas ! " cried 
Sluarl ■comfully, " I shall not go a step out of my way for oil the name of 
Douglas." Thi$ was reported speedily 10 Douglas, who, iiue to the blood'feud, 
tet ont at once with three servants upon the track of Sluait, overlook hiin at a 
pUoi called Catslock, and slew hitn without more ado- Thirteen years later, 
on t^th July 1609, Douglas paid his debt in tiie same blood-feud, being slain 
in the High SlKCt of Edinburgh by William Stuart, near kinsman of Lord 
Ochiltree and the deceased Captain James. 
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what was due to Angus on condition that he, Dunbar, 
should receive half the money himself, but the proposal 
was not entertained.* 

The elevation, in April 1599, of the Earl of Huntly and 
Lord John Hamilton to the dignity of marquess, a grade of 

nobility not previously known in Scotland, in- 
fttctdtatt volved Angus in a dispute with the King and the 
^m*i« **'"' rnarquesses concerning the ancient precedence 

of his earldom. The dormant feud between the 
Douglas and the Hamilton seemed about to break out 
afresh ; Morton and Angus waited upon the King, and 
protested that the creation of a superior rank of nobility 
infringed the inalienable privilege of their house. James 
received them very graciously and spoke them fair ; but all 
the material satisfaction they received was a document rati- 
fying the claim of the Earl of Angus and his successors to 
the premier place in Parliament, Council, and Convention, 
" nochtwithstanding quhatsomeuir new^ erectioun or disposi- 
tioun of new honnouris, digniteis, stylis or titUs to ony 
personis quhatsomeuir." After his signature the King added 
the following postcript :— 

Fig. 37. — Facsimile Signalurc niid Postscript of James vi. 

On the very face of it, this was an unworkable arrange- 
ment, and so it proved next year, when the sometime close 
' Godscrofi's MS., quoted by Ftascr, ii. 396. 
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friends, Huntly and Angus, quarreHed about their relative 
precedence in Parliament, and, as Huntly stood on his paper 
rights, Angus withdrew in dudgeon to Dalkeith. 

The King had no easy task to keep his nobles in good 
humour : maladroit attempts to please this one was sure to 
rouse the jealous ire of that other. Thus, in 1601, when 
news came that the Earl of Angus lay dying at Tantallon, 
King James gave too facile assent to the precipitate request 
of Sir George Home for the ward and marriage of the 
young Master of Angus [Ixii,], It turned out iJiat the earl 
was not dying after all — was only temporarily sick — and 
presently he came to court to reproach the King for his 
ingratitude in forgetting his service against the Johnstones, 
as yet unpaid for, and for giving the wardship of his heir to 
an ancient unfriend of his house. 

After this double slight at the hand of the monarch, to 
please whom Angus had done violence to his most sacred 
convictions, the earl cared no longer to conceal the hollow- 
ness of his conversion to the reformed religion. He per- 
sisted in wearing a cross upon his person, had been heard 
to claim full liberty of conscience, and had refused or 
P^^^^j^jj^ omitted to attend the Presbyterian communion, 
churchof Hitherto the General Assembly had neglected 
oine.c..«oi. its duty of appointing a resident minister for each 
of the Catholic earls; that was now remedied, and Mr. 
William Law was planted in the household of Angus for 
three months, in order that the earl and his family might be 
grounded and confirmed in the "trew religioune" and 
godliness by means of daily catechising, and by reading, 
interpreting, and conferring on the Scriptures at table and 
on all convenient occasions. Meanwhile the ear! was pub- 
licly denounced in sundry parish churches on his estates for 
his errors and ungodly life, which, if he did not reform, 
would assuredly bring him under the ban of excommuni- 
cation. For some years after this Angus took no very 
active part in public affairs, though he attended regularly in 
Parliament, His health was bad, probably owing in great 
measure to the remedies prescribed by the " phisitianes " 
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whom he constantly consulted. In a. list of the Scottish 
nobility prepared about the year 1602 by the spy John 
Colville, who had lately recanted to Rome, he receives 
mention as the " Erie of Anguss, callit Douglass, Cathollque, 
of litill action."* His influence had ceased to be of much 
effect, whether to the Catholic or the Protestant party ; 
but toleration had no place in the list of Christian virtues 
then taught by any section of the universal Church ; 
wherefore, in 1608, the General Assembly re- 
wd'^llS.'" sumed active proceedings against him. He 
was ordered to ward himself in Glasgow and to 
confer with representatives of the Presbytery of that city 
and the Synod of Clydesdale, 

Against this sentence Angus addressed an earnest 
protest to the King on 2Sth May, complaining that he was 
not allowed to plead his cause before his Majesty in 
person — 

"And in this faitt chairge quhaJiby youi maieslc hes otdanEt me lo be 
waitdil in Glasgowi I i"" ""ost hamblie lo reqiiyte your maiesfe, in respect of 
Ihe grcil indispositioun of my bodie lending to deathe, as the principall doctouris 
of medeceane in thU eunlrif be thait lesLimoniall vndet tbaii handb leslefeit lo 
youT moiestic as thai haue alreddie done lo the Counsatl, to be thai (rracious lu 
me that, E'ff ' sail be w^dit, it may ather i>e in Thomplalloun, Edinburgh or 
Leithe, quhait I may hauc the help and assistance of phisitianls for my seiknes, 
than in Glasgow, quhilk is ane place verie vnmeil for me for sindrie resjieclis, 
but speciallic for recowerie of my helthe. " ' 

The earl's prayer was not granted : he was confined 
in Glasgow all that summer, exposed to perpetual exam- 
ination and rebuke by long-winded divines. The more 
Angus heard and saw of these gentlemen, the deeper 
grew his dislike to their doctrine and company, so that 
in July they reported to the Assembly that more than 
ever was he " obstinat and obdurat in heresie of 
Papistrie." 

On 2ist September 1608 sentence of excommunication 
was pronounced against the recalcitrant earl, after he had 
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" thiyse lawchfullie admonishit with three seuerall 
EKonunoiii- pfayeris, according to the order of the Kirk."^ 
cauduid Thereafter Angus was closely imprisoned until 

eiriled, «« ^, . . , ,^- . , , . 

Sepumber November, when the King permitted him to go 
'** into voluntary exile in France, without undergoing 

the penalty of forfeiture. 

The race of Douglas, owing much of their original 
ascendency among the subjects of Scottish Kings to their 
splendid physical strength and hardihood, had sadly de- 
teriorated in constitution, at least among the members of 
the chiefs family. Not only was Angus a confirmed 
invalid, but his second son, James, a lad of about fifteen, 
seems to have been a weakling also. Angus wished to take 
him to France, but this King James would not allow, in 
spite of the carl's earnest request — 

" Quhalras I vndirstand of your nuUeslics plesoui for slaying of my secund 
soDE now in compaoie wilh me, the boy being subject to ane uniuersall gute, and 
I being conselllt be phisitianis lo send him to the baiclhis in Loien, I will humlie 
eatieale your muesteb gntious favor that he may go wilh me for the recoreric of 
his health." * 

The last years of the l oth Earl of Angus were spent in 
seclusion near the Abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Pr^s, where 
he occupied himself in constant daily attendance at the ser- 
vices of the church. The last letter extant from him to 
King James was dated 30th October 1S09, in which he 
reminded his sovereign that, having been compelled to leave 
Scotland at twenty days' notice, he had been unable to 
make the necessary dispositions for the management of his 
estates, and craved leave to return — 



" For some Fyue or sax monethes only, vpon sick c 
pleases till enioyne, that I may put ordout to the disorderet estate of my leauing,' 
whilk OLD not be dotie without my awen presence to my great tosse, and is now 
all out of forme and oidour, and that I may giue my last gudoicht to my cimtrey, 
laiailie and friendes, for I am become now auld and seakly and within short ^me 
will be enable to trauell." ' 

' Prtsiylery Record! ef GUngani, B. pad i. 36, quoted by Fraser, ii, 400, 

' Ftaser, iv. 191. ' Living. * Fraser, iv. 195. 
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This request was refused. The earl died on 3rd March 

61 1, and was buried in St. Christopher's aisle of the abbey 

of Saint-Germain-des-Prds. A fine monument of 

loth Etji of black marble, erected over his tomb by the 1 1 th 

jJ^J^'j^'l earl [Ixii.], bears a long inscription In Latin, 

to which the use of the first person imparts a 

strain of distasteful vainglory. 

"I was," rutu one paragraph, "while I enjoyed the light so sweet lo mortals, 
William Douglas, Elarl of AagiLS. chief of Douglas, the most andetit nobk 
family among the Scots, cighlcenlh {in descent] horn Williajn, Isl Earl of Angus, 
I lived in virtue and exercised myself in matters most praiseworthy, so that I was 
inferior to no one in the most holy leligion of my anceatoni towards God, in duly 
to my King, in love of my country, in kindness to my friends, and in goodness to 
all. Not could f, who wlis first among [he earls of the realm of Scotland, ever 
be interior to another." ' 

And SO on in a strain of bombast which, it is to be hoped, 
' was alien from the spirit of devotion in which this Douglas 
died. 




Fig. 38. — Signature of William, loih Earl of Angus (iSoi). 



During his frequent wardings and imprisonments the 
earl had whlied away the hours in composing historical 
notes upon the history of his family and his personal adven- 
tures. These have not been preserved, but were doubtless 
in possession of Hume of Godscroft, who says that his history 
of the Douglases had its origin therein. 

' The whole Latin inienptioD and the vctks which follow are printed in 
Ftaser, ii. 405-407. 
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Elizabeth Oliphant, Countess of Douglas, survived her 
husband, and married James Hamilton before 1619,1 By 

her Angus had three sons and three daughters : 

(i) William, succeeded as i Ith Earl of Angus [IxiLl 

and was created Marquess of Douglas. 
(2) Sir James [Ixiii.], Provost of Abemethy, which dig- 
nity he must have held while still in his 'teens, 
for he is mentioned under that title in his father's 
will, dated 31st October 1608.* He was owner 
at one time of Parkhead in Douglasdale, but in 
162 1 he resigned this and the lands of Pitdreichie 
« and Fawside in the Mearns to his elder brother, 

and became owner of Mordington in Berwickshire, 



,s:^U3abe/^ «^.?5^- 
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Fig. 39, — Sigiutlure of EliiabeLh Oliphant, Countess of Anpii. 



having been knighted. In 1641 he was created 
Lord Mordington by Charles I. His wife was 
Anne, daughter of the 5th Lord Oliphant, by 
whom he left a son and daughter. He died on 
I Ith February 1656. The male line of this 
James Douglas became extinct in the person of 
Charles, sth Lord Mordington, who was impris- 
oned in Carlisle for taking part in the rebellion 
of 1 71 5, and died without issue, 

(3) Sir Francis Douglas of Sandilands, supposed to 

have married a sister of the Earl of Wigtown, 
but left no children. 

(4) Catharine, contracted in marriage to Sir Andrew 

Ker younger of Ferniehirst on 28th November 

' Papers at DougUs Castle, cited by Fiaser, 1 
'Fraser, iii. 321. 
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1600, but she died before 1608,' appareaftly 
unmarried. 

(5) Mary, married the 2nd Earl of Linlithgow. 

(6) Elizabeth, married, in 1627, John Campbell, fiar of 

Cawdor. 
Angus had also a natural daughter, Margaret, by a 
sister of Home of the Heugh, near North 
Berwick. This Margaret married John Douglas 
of Lintalee, taking with her a dowry of 7000 
merks.^ 

^ Fraser, ii. 409-41 1. 
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grandfather's splendid inheritance in 1 606. When war broke 
out between Charles I. and his Parliament, 
nh Eui of " Morton stood for the King and made great 
"2^^^ sacrifices in his cause. The estate of Dalkeith 
and other lands, to the total value ofjtioo.ooo 
Scots yearly rental,' were sold to meet the earl's expenses, 
in recognition whereof King Charles gave him a charter, 
dated 15th June 1643, of the islands of Orkney and 
Zetland, and their whole jurisdiction and royalties. Power 
was reserved by the Crown for the redemption of this grant 
on payment of ^{^30,000 sterling. Morton held the office 
of Lord High Treasurer of Scotland, and married Lady 
Anne Keith, daughter of George, sth Earl Marischai. 
He died in Orkney on 7th August 1648, leaving nine 
children : — 

(i) Robert, who succeeded as 9th earl. 

(2) Sir James Douglas of Smithfield, who succeeded as 
1 1 th earl. 

(3) John, killed at the battle of Dunbar in 1650. 

(4) George, who entered the Dutch service, and died 

without issue. 

(5) Agnes, married George, 2nd Earl of Kinnoul. 

(6) Margaret, married her cousin Archibald, ist Mar- 

quess of Argyll. 

(7) Mary, married Charles, Earl of Dunfermline. 

(8) Jean, married James, ist Earl of Home. And 

(9) Isabel, married — first, Robert, ist Earl of Rox- 

bui^h ; second, James, 2nd Marquess of Montrose. 

The subsequent descent of the earldom of Morton 
must be but briefly noticed, seeing that other branches of 
the house of Douglas were more conspicuous in national 
affairs down to the time of the Union than the lords of 
Dalkeith. 

Robert, 9th Earl of Morton, married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir Edward Villiers, brother of George, Duke of Buck- 
ingham. He died in Orkney in 1649, and was succeeded 

' Not much more than /"5000 sterling, which, however, was a very targe 
rental, reckoned in ihe value of money al that period. 
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as loth Earl of Morton by his elder son William, who 
obtained a new grant of the islands of Orkney and Zet- 
land, But the new grant and the original one having been 
challenged on behalf of the Crown, both were pronounced 
null and void, and the islands were vested in the Crown by 
Act of Parliament, 27th December 1669. Thenceforward 
the Earls of Morton held these islands under form of 
mortgage from the Crown. The i oth earl dying without 
issue in 1681, was succeeded by his uncle, Sir James 
Douglas of Smithfield, second son of the 8th earl [Ixi.], 
who had married Anne, daughter of Sir James Hay of 
Smithfield. He died in 1686, and was succeeded in the 
earldom by three of his sons in turn, namely, James, 1 2th 
Earl of Morton, who was one of Queen Anne's commis- 
sioners for the Union, and died unmarried in 1715; Robert, 
13th Earl of Morton, who died unmarried in 1730; and 
George, 14th Earl of Morton, Lieutenant- Colonel in the 
army, and M.P. for Orkney. He married a daughter of 
William Adderley of Halstow, Kent, and at his death, in 
1738, was succeeded by his elder son, James, isth EUirl of 
Morton, a distinguished man of science, Fellow of the 
jusca. Royal Society [1733], and first President of the 

'rM^n Scottish Society for improving Arts and Sciences 
[1739]- I" 1742 Morton, who had been installed 
a Knight of the Thistle in 1738, obtained an 
Act of Parliament vesting the absolute ownership 
of Orkney and Zetland in himself and his heirs for ever, 
and at the same time acquired a lease of the rents of the 
bishopric of Orkney; but so great was the difficulty ol 
obtaining payment of his rents in those remote regions, 
that he soon after disposed of all his rights in the islands 
to Sir Lawrence Dundas for ;^6o,000. 

In 1746 Morton attained a hazardous distinction ac- 
corded to very few British noblemen, being imprisoned in 
the Bastile, with his wife, child, and sister-in-law, for the 
space of three months. As was usual in arrests of this 
kind, the reason for this imprisonment was not made public, 
but Horace Walpole surmised that Morton was suspected 
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of Jacobite intrigues, and that his detention was effected 
with the connivance of the English Cabinet. 
I In 1760 Morton was appointed Lord Clerk Register of 

f Scotland, and three years later was chosen President of the 
Royal Society, and one of the eight foreign members of 
the French Academy. He died in 176S, and was suc- 
ceeded by the elder surviving son of his first marriage to 
Agatha, daughter and heiress of James Halliburton, Esq., of 
PitcuT, Forfarshire— Shol to Charles, i6th Earl of Morton. 
By his second marriage with Bridget, daughter of Sir John 
Heathcote of Normanton, Bart., he had another son, John, 
who married Lady Frances Lascelles, daughter of the ist 
Earl of Harewood. Of this marriage, the elder son, 
George Sholto, ultimately succeeded as iSth Earl of 
Morton ; the third son, Edward, having married Juliana 
Isabella Mary, daughter and co-heir of George Hay 
Dawkins Pennant, Esq., of Penrhyn Castle, Carnarvonshire, 
assumed by royal licence the additional surname of 
Pennant, was created Baron Penrhyn in 1866, and became 
father of the present Lord Penrhyn. 

George Sholto, iSth Earl of Morton, was grandfather 
of the present earl — Sholto George Watson Douglas, 30th 
Earl of Morton, Lord Dalkeith, Aberdour, and Douglas of 
L-ochleven. 



We must now take a long step backwards, to recover 
the line of Angus. 

In 1597, when the lothEarl of Angus [lx.]was relieved 
from the forfeiture pronounced against him and the other 
Wi wmiam two CathoHc earls in 1594,^ he was required to give 
«^Et^iof ^^^ ^''^^** 5°"' ^'^^ Master of Angus [Ixii.], as 
Angiu. lit surety for his good behaviour. The lad was but 
DoaeUi.'" eight years old, and had not been a hostage 
i9S»-ie6e. many weeks before he broke his thigh. King 
James, considering that " he can not be sa weiJl handillit 
and awaittit on the tyme of his diseas, as with our cousinace 
the Lady Angus, his moder," granted leave foi; him to 
' See p. 171, am'*. 
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remain with her through the winter of iS97— 'SP^-' '" 
HuriesMu- ' ^° ' ^^ Mastcf, being only twelve years old, 
Earetuunii- was married by his father's desire to Margaret 
Slo"' '"^ Hamilton, daughter of the 1st Lord Paisley, 
Pidiiier, »th better known as Lord Claud Hamilton, the 
ardent partisan of Queen Mary. Godscroft 
states that the earl openly justified this precocious match, 
on the ground that he wished his son to grow up with 
Roman Catholic associates. Scarcely had the Master been 
served heir to his father in 1611, when he was involved in 
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Fig. 40. — Signalure of Maifaret Hamilion, first wife ot William, 
ist Maiquess of Douglas. 

a dispute with the Kers of Ferniehirst, who revived their 
ancient claim to hold courts in Jedburgh Forest, as bailies 
of their feudal superior, the Earl of Angus. Both parties 
mustered their forces, and issued summonses for a court 
to be held on the same day, 2ist May 161 2. The earl's 
younger brother, James, provost of Abernethy [l.'ciii.], sent his 
cartel to Sir Andrew Ker's son, challenging him 
to single combat, and a collision was imminent, 
when the Privy Council interfered, committed 
James to prison in Blackness, because he had 
p.. _j^- " undewtifullie behavit," and ordered Sir Andrew 

net of Wil- Ker and his son into ward in Edinburgh Castle 
liam, nth under penalty of ;£^ 10,000. Angus and Morton 

,^' ° rixi.l, who had joined his kinsman in warlike 
Angus, clc "■J' ■> 

(t6ii-i66o). array, got off with a reprimand, and the 

Council confirmed Angus in his right to hold 

courts within the forest, binding the Kers not to interfere 

with the same under penalty of 20,000 merks. And so this 

long-standing contention was brought to a close. 

' Frasei, iv. 40. ."Cousioice" is an interesting feminine form of "cousin." 
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Angus had been brought up in the Roman Catholic 
religion, but, having no stomach for the r61e of martyr, 
wrote on loth October 161 5 to King James, protesting 
that the complaints laid against him by the clergy were 
calumnious, that the " pretendit zeale whereof some makes 
professioun causs them forgett both honestie and discrc- 
tioun," and that he would never " refuiss the tuichstone of 
all dew tryall in geuing full satisfactione to the most 
worthie fatheries of the church." Follows a sly allusion 
to the King's own disputes with the clergy, " Alwayes 
it may veill content me to indure that which too often 
and most justlie hes moved my gratious maister and 
soueranes owen patience." ^ 

Angus had inherited the faulty constitution of his 
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Fig. 42. — Sigmitures of William, 1st Marquess of Dauglas ( t6l 1-1660). 



father and obtained the King's leave to go abroad in 1 6 1 6, 
" to trauell to other cuntreis whare he may haue the aduise 
and consultatioun of doctoris and men of knawledge anent 
the cause and remedies of his disease and seiknes."* 
Returning in 1620, he claimed precedence of the Marquess 
of Huntly at the convention held in November, but, despite 
King James's written promise to the loth earl,* his claim 
was disallowed. 

Neither the ecclesiastical nor the physical atmosphere 
of his native land seems to have been to the liking of 
this earl. The King disliked the Presbyterian Assembly 
' Fraser, iv. 196. ' Ibid., iii. 323. ' See p. 175, a(l/(. 
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almost as much as Angus himself did, and granted him 
TmtbIj dq lc3ve of absence from Scotland for eleven years 
tbeContineot, from Jist March 1623. Leaving his estates 
'**^'*^ to be administered by a commission consisting 
of his brother James, his cousin Morton [Ixi.], and others, 
the earl travelled to Paris and Rome, He had taken up 
his father's genealogical studies, and entered into communi- 
cation with an Italian gentleman, the Count Marc Antonio 
Scoto d'Agazano, who claimed to represent a branch of the 
Douglas family.^ He also met in Rome the representative of 
another famous Scottish family in the person of Otto Federico 
Cumenio, Conte di Bughuann,^ the Pope's chamberlain. 

Angus did not take advantage of the long term of 
absence permitted him by his sovereign, but returned to 
Scotland on the death of King James in 1625, hoping that 
under the auspices of King Charles the religion of his 
choice would enter upon brighter times. Coming straight 
from the seat of the Scarlet Woman, he naturally became 
the object of assiduous attention on the part of the clergy. 
The Presbytery of Lanark sent a deputation to enjoin his 
attendance at kirk ; but, in spite of repeated admonitions, 
the earl neglected ordinances, and in 1627 proceedings 
were set on foot against him for " papistrie." These were 
stopped by an order from King Charles, who, by a charter 
dated loth March 1631, restored the precedency and 
privileges of the earldom, infringed upon by King James, 

such as the first seat and vote in Council and 
M'»?qa*M of Parliament, bearing the Crown on state occasions, 
Dougiu. i«th a,id leading the van of the King's army. But 

when Charles I. visited Scotland in June 1633, 
Angus resigned the privilege of the first vote in Parliament 
on being created Marquess of Douglas.' Thus, on the eve 

' Sec vol. i. p. 12 ; Frnser, i». Z91-310. 

» Olto Frederic Cumyn, Eail or Buchan. 

' The act whereby Angus relinquished his heredilary right to the first vole in 
Parliament was afterwards challenged, and declated lo have been ultra virts of a 
life-rentei. The ancient privileges of Ihc earldom were restored and ratified in 
the last ScDilish rarliament, Z5Ih March 1707 \A(ts Pari. Seal., xi. 476], and ue 
now held by the present Duke of Hamillon. 
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of those political convulsions which were to overthrow 
the Crown and Constitution together, did the rulers of the 
land busy themselves with the nice adjustment of the 
uppermost seats in the synagogues and greetings in 
the markets. 

In the struggle between King and Covenant the 
Marquess of Douglas took a feeble and intermittent part, 
perhaps owing to his state of health. Until 1638 he 
lived chiefly at Douglas Castle, perpetually on the defensive 
against the interference of the clergy, for he continued 
sadly neglectful of ordinances, and even refused to send 
his daughter to hear sermons against her will In 1636 
he was appointed a special commissioner to pacify the 
border country, where English and Scots had been acting 
as ill neighbours to each other ; but, judging from the only 
letter extant referring to his duties, he does not seem to 
have taken the matter very seriously. It is addressed 
to one of his colleagues in the commission : — 

DowGLAs Castle, 3 September 1636. 
'*My Noble Lord, 

" I half ressaveit the commissioun and hes takin a double of it, and 
returned it with the berar. I sail subscryve and send the vther lettre to my 
Lord Thesaurar with a servant of my owne, and dait it the same day of our 
pairting at Dowglas. I expect sum sail cum to me out of Jedburcht Forrest 
within a day or two, and what informatioun I sail haif in any sort worthy of 
record I sail send it to your lordship, togidder with what salbe cum of our lettre 
to my Lord Thesaurar. I vnderstand your lordship is to haif sum houndis out 
of England from Franck Grahame. I will intreat yow thairfor to send me sum 
goode ones that ar fair gamestaris. Thus with my best affectioun I remaine 
your lordships faithfull frind and seruitore. 




(t 



To the richt honorable my verie goode 
lord the Erie of Nithisdaill.** 



While these noble lords were concerning themselves 
about English hounds, the storm was brewing slowly but 
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When Lord FVa»^ oa 20di Much 
the bhie bosner of the Covmant befare — 

TkK 10 bp M ptnlwi w,' 

Hf Icrd bad retired to tix giratcr security of England, 

leaving only his marduooess thsc in delicate health. 

___ . Flenung took possession witlioctt dispute, and 

CMikta^ placed a strong gairisoo in the place. Later 

!?*** in the year, after the pacification of Bcrwidc, 

■■AiiMiA Doi^las retomed to Scotland, and, altbou^ 

"*' lecetvtng instmctions from King Charies,' kept 

acdnloosly alocd* from compTomising himself with the 

Assembly and presbyteries. Indeed be made it his en- 

I deaVDDr to be reconciled with the Covenanting part>', taking 

I no part In the hostilities of 1640, neglecting to attend the 

PKing when be came to Scotland in 1 641, and remaining 

absent from Parliament in that year. 

In 1 644 Douglas openly joined the Scottish insurgents, 
signed the Covenant before the congregation of his parish 
_^^^^ ^^ kirk, and was placed on the local war committee. 
iiMComuBC. But dazzled by the brilliant victories of the 
" "" **** Marquess of Montrose, he came to the conclusion 
that he had thrown in his lot with the wrong party, and 
chose the least felicitous moment for changing sides. Im- 
mediately after the battle of Kilsyth, when all Scotland 
seemed about to be won by the Cavaliers, Douglas accepted 
from Montrose a commission as lieutenant of Clydesdale, 
mustered what force he could, and joined the royalist army 

• "NiTHHDAILt.— Il U nou lymc lot me to bidd you looke 10 your selfe, for 
longer than ihe 13 of Ihe next month t will not wacnnt jan, but that ye wilt 
liearc ot a Iireaclie tietwixt mc and my Couenanting Rebellcs. Of this ! baue 
wriilen to ihe Marqtii* Douglat, bni vndcr condilion of leciesie, tlie which 
lykwali I requyre of you." — Alfty Charltt la iht Earl ef XitAs4aie, xjik Marik 
1640- 
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just in time to share in the crushing defeat of Phihphaugh 
[13th September 1645]. He escaped from the field, but 
in the following April was imprisoned in Edinburgh Castle.^ 
Liberated in February 1647, after paying a heavy fine and 
offering quarters on his lands for the forces of the Cove- 
nant, he had to undergo the well-merited indignity of 
making public acknowledgment to the Lanark Presbytery 
of his breach of faith and of renewing his affirmation. 
Nevertheless the closing years of Douglas's life were dis- 
turbed by continual disputes with the clergy, who conceived 
that their office justified, and even compelled, incessant 
interference in the management of the marquess's household. 
Douglas was present at the Parliament assembled at Perth 
and Stirling by Charles II. in i65i,and was offered the 
command of a regiment in the army which the King was 
preparing to lead into England ; but this he declined,* and 
thus escaped the disastrous outcome of that expedition at 
the battle of Worcester. Probably it was in considera- 
tion of this that, when Cromwell imposed a fine of ;£iooo 
upon the Marquess of Douglas in 1654, he afterwards 
reduced it to £m, 6s. 8d.' 

The 1st Marquess of Douglas died on 19th February 
1660, having attained seventy-one years, an age greatly 
De»thofihe cxcceding that of most of his ancestors. It can- 
uarqncuof not be claimed that he discharged a part in the 
Fgbnury Mstory of his country corresponding to his high 
'*'°' rank and the influence within his power. He 

was exceedingly amiable, with some literary culture and 
an inclination towards such harmless, but somewhat futile, 
studies as genealogy and family history. Constitutionally 
indolent, he cannot be blamed for his dislike to theological 
controversy, but his endeavour to avoid it led him to con- 
siderable sacrifice of sincerity to expediency. 

It was he who first imposed the imperial crown upon 
the crimson heart in the shield of Douglas. He took 
a lively interest in the compilation of the history of 



• Acli Pari, Sail., vi. put u. 679, 



i.336. 



192 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



n 



CoiUuolt's 
"HUtorieof 



his house by Hume of Godscroft, and wrote an intro- 
ductory letter to the same, containing a dedication of 
the work to Charles I. The history was finished 
in manuscript in 1625, but licence to print was 
not obtained until 1631, after which publication 
was delayed till 1644, when the minds of most 
men were too full of agitating matters to pay much atten- 
tion to literature of an otiose kind. Godscroft himself 
died in 1633, leaving Sir George Douglas of Mordington, a 
grandson in the illegitimate line of Sir George of Pitten- 
dreich [li.], as his literary executor, but he, too, died a few 
months after the author. The Marquess of Douglas then 
undertook to revise the manuscript for the press, and there 
are many additions in his handwriting, says Sir William 
Fraser, to the original preserved at Hamilton Palace. But 
apparently in the seventeenth century there were in- 
superable difficulties in the correction of proofs, and the 
marquess's letters show how little he was satisfied with 
the publisher and printer. Not only were there extensive 
omissions, including some of the most racy passages in 
the original, but alterations had been made in the text. 
Douglas was an imperfect Ma:cenas ; the work was not 
printed at his cost, but at that of Anna Home and Mr. 
John Home, minister of Eccles. It was suggested to him 
that he should "compone" with the printers in order to 
have the " trew richt coppie " substituted for the type 
already set up ; but he grumbled at the cost, and would 
only undertake to pay part of it. " I have takin," he 
wrote, " moir nor extraordinar paines in that busines, sua 
I mvst not beir the burding of all things, for, considering 
alt particularis, 1 have moir adoe nor I have quhairvpon 
to doe it." ' 

In the end this impecunious marquess did nothing ; 
the book came out, and displeased his heir, the Earl of 
Angus [Ixiv.], so much that he obtained from the Privy 
Council an injunction against its sale. This continued in 
force for tivo years, when the Council revoked the arrest- 

' Fraiei, iv, 251, 




The first Marquess of Douglas was buried before the 
high altar in St. Bride's of Douglas. His first wife, 

Jim. MrdiiO' 

Fig. 44.— Signature of Lady Mary Gordon, second wife of William, 
1st Marquess of Douglas. 

Margaret Hamilton, having died in 1623, he married, 
secondly, in 1632, Lady Mary Gordon, daughter of the 
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1 It is mueh to be deiind that the "richl trew coppie" of Godscioft's 

history, as it exists at Hamilton Palace, shoidd be printed under a competent 
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1st Marqess of Huntly, and had by his two wives six 
sons and ten daughters, 

(1) Archibald, Master [afterwards Earl] of Angus [Ixiv.], 

who predeceased his father. 

(2) William, infeft in 1628 in the lands of Crawford- 

Douglas and Crawford-Mill,' died probably before 
163:!- 

(3) Lord James Douglas [Ixv.], born about 1617, and 

received from his father the lands of 
junciDoDE- Glenbervie in 1624, and in 1638 those 

«.rt.7-.««. j,f Wandell in Lanarkshire. While still 

very young he went to France, and became 
a page to Louis XIII. At twenty years of age, 
King Louis appointed him to the command of 
the Scots Regiment whereof Sir John Hepburn 
had been colonel till he was killed in July 1636. 
Sir John's nephew, Sir James Hepburn, then suc- 
ceeded to the command, but he, too, was killed 
in 1637. On Lord James taking over this fine 
corps its name was altered to the Scots Regiment 
of Douglas, It consisted of i 200 Scotsmen bound 
to the King of France in all service except against 
the King of Great Britain. In 1644 Louis Xlv. 
increased the strength to 2000 rank and file, and 
its dashing young colonel was killed in command 
thereof in an affair near Douai, 21st October 1645. 
He was buried beside his grandfather [Ix.] in the 
Church of Saint-Germain-des-Pr&, where his 
monument, executed by Michel Bourdin, still 
remains. 
The marquess's three elder sons were by his first wife. 

(4) Lord William Douglas [Ixvi.], created Earl of Sel- 

kirk in 1646 and Duke of Hamilton in t66o. 
CS) Lord George Douglas [Ixvii.], created Earl of Dum- 
barton in 1675- In '653 Louis XIV. appointed 
him to command the Douglas Regiment, in suc- 
cession to his two half-brothers, Angus [Ixiv.] 

' SuinM It Douglas Castle, cited by Fruet, il 414. 
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and Lord James [Ixv.]. In 1666 the regiment 

was sent by King Louis to England under 

Douglas, Earl its colonel, landing at Rye on 1 1 thjune; and 

of Dwnbarton, when recalled to France in 1 668, officers and 

c 16x9-1691. , 

men joined in a petition to Charles II. to use 
his influence with the French King to prevent their 
employment on service distasteful to them. 
Next year the regiment was summoned home 
and employed in the British service, and became 
the original of what is now the Royal Scots 
Regiment, perhaps the only corps in the British 
service which can show an unbroken regi- 
mental record from before the Restoration. 
Lauderdale was concerned about the morals of 
the corps, which he fancied had been contaminated 
by service abroad, so on 3rd October 1671 he 
wrote to Archbishop Sharp of St Andrews asking 
him to send a chaplain. " I doe beseech your 
Grace finde out some prettie yong man of a 
good life and well versed in the controversies, 
and ordaine him for that service." In 1678 the 
corps, under the title of Dumbarton's Regiment, 
was finally withdrawn from the French army 
and incorporated in that of King Charles. It 
was very popular in the north, especially with 
the ladies, and secured a place in the national 
minstrelsy. Thus — 

"Dumbarton's drums beat bonny, O ! 
When they mind me o* my dear Johnny, O ! 

• •••••• 

Then Til be the captain's lady, O ! 
Farewell a' my friends and my daddy, O ! 

I must stay nae mair at home, 

But follow wi' the drum. 
And whenever it beats Til be ready, O ! " * 

The earldom of Dumbarton was but an empty title, 
with no landed property attached to it, but in 1686 the 

^ The lines are set to a stirring air in R. A. Smith's Scottish Minstrely iii. 6. 
— Edinburgh, n.d. 
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earl, whom James ll. had made commander-in-chief of the 

• forces in Scotland, and who operated in the 
suppression of the Karl of Argyll's rising, re- 
ceived from that monarch the escheat of the 
estates of Andrew Fletcher of Salton. When 
King James retired to France, Dumbarton 
l^e- 4S— Signet '^'^"' '" '^'^ suite, and died at Saint-Germain- 
o f George en-Laye, 20th March 1692. It is not 
Douglna, isi i^nown with certainty who was his countess. 

Earl of Dum- , , . . - ■■ j . ^ ., 

bar(on(i686) ™* ^"^ navmg died m 1091, they were 
both buried in the abbey church of Saint 
Germain-des-Priis, They left a son, George, who succeeded 
as 2nd carl, and served as British Ambassador to Russia 
in 171 6, but as he died without issue the title became 
extinct. Writing in 1687 to the Tutor of Blackwood, the 
2nd Marquess of Douglas [Ixxii.] expressed himself rather 
satirically about the birth of an heir to his uncle — 

" It is 1 great hussines for him to have a son and air , . . for his son's 
title is Lord Eltiick. I doe believe he hes noihitig more Jn Eltiick than he hes 
in Dumbaiton, but only the title. I am glad he hes got ane air, upon Duke 
Ilomillon's [livi] account, for it would have made the Duke loo rich to have 
been my Lord Dumbarton's air. I have reccaved Will. Somervell's dug and [he 
Maidengill bitch. . . . The Eaile of Buchan and I resolves to hunt on Wcdens- 
day ; wee shall sec if the ^coneA dun dog will beat them or Dot ; he is really 
a verie good little dog. I am sure if you have write in your letter about di^ 
and bitches, I have not failed to write sufficiently in mine to be equall with you. 
I wish wee had no more lo be concerned for then hunting, wee should live ol a 
great deale of more ease than wee doe." ' 

(6) Lord James, of whom it is only known that he 
entered the French service aiid commanded a 
regiment. Confusion might easily arise between 
him and his elder half-brother [Ixv.] bearing the 

{7) Lady Margaret, married Lord Alexander, eldest 
son of the 1st Earl of Stirling, who died in 1638. 

(8) Lady Jean, married John Hamilton, 1st Lord Bar- 
gany, and died about 1669. 

{9) Lady Grizel, who married Sir William Carmichael of 
that Ilk. 
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(10) Lady Anna, unmarried, 

(11) Lady Henrietta, married in 1645 Lord Johnstone, 

afterwards 1st Earl of Annandale and Hartfell. 

(12) Lady Catherine, married Sir William Ruthven of 

Dunglas. 

(13) Lady Isabel, who married in 1657 William Doug- 

las, 3rd Earl and 1st Marquess of Queensberry 
[Ixxxii.], afterwards Ist Duke of Queensberry. 

(14) Lady Jane, married in 1670 James, 4th Earl of 

Perth, afterwards Chancellor of Scotland and 
Duke of Perth. 

(15) Lady Lucy, married in 1669 Lord Maxwell, after- 

wards 4th Earl of Nithsdale. 

(16) Lady Mary, died unmarried before March 1669, 

as in that month Lady Lucy is described in her 
marriage-contract as the youngest daughter. 
Before the iith Earl of Angus [Ixii.] was created 
Marquess of Douglas in 1633, his eldest son was styled 
Master of Angus and Lord Douglas. While still under 
age the Master married, in 1628, Lady Anna Stuart, 
daughter of the 3rd Duke of Lennox, who brought a dowry 
w» Aichi- of j£48,000 Scots — a fine figure on paper, but 
biid, Earl rcduccd to currcncy value representing little more 
and cJraond, than ;£2 soo Sterling. Angus was sworn of the 
wnoiijt Privy Council in 1636, but in the civil war 
DouKiu. which followed upon the liturgy being forced 
c. .fav-ifiu. jjpQ^ jj^^. [^;^j^^ j^g jqqJj ^jjg gjjg of the Covenant, 

although his father was a royalist. Family ties and obliga- 
tions had lost much of their ancient force, outwardly at 
least; in the civil disturbances of the seventeenth century 
it became far from uncommon to find members of lead- 
ing and wealthy families taking opposing sides, often, no 
doubt, from prudential motives, so that the loss of a cause 
.should not involve the total ruin of a house. Sagacious 
conduct, perhaps, but not so picturesque as the old 
headlong principle of staking everything on the fortune 
of war. 

In 1637 the Scottish Privy Council yielded so far to 
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the popular outcry as to suspend the enforcement of the 

service-book upon the clergy, whereupon arrived Angi 

father-in-law, the Duke of Lennox, bearing King Charles's 

strict orders for the compulsory use of the liturgy. Angus, 

Lome [afterwards Marquess of Argyll], and Southesk were 

appointed by the supplicants to intercede with Lennox, 

but the only answer was a proclamation 

threatening the severest penalties upon all 

who should refuse to comply with the King's 

command about the service-book. When this 

_ proclamation was under consideration by the 

Archiimld Privy Council, Angus contented himself with 

Douglas, Earl a mild protest against constituting noncon- 

("Ln^fi^i"^ formity an act of treason. It is evident, 

therefore, that his support of the Covenanters 

was as circumspect and moderate as that which his father 

gave to the Court party. 

In 1639 Angus took his seat on the judicial bench as 
an extraordinary Lord of Session, and shortly afterwards 
committed himself so far as to sign the Covenant. 
•iTOBwdia^ But again he failed to show the courage of his 
s'^^io' th convictions, and on the approach of the King 
Febtnarr ffom the south at the head of an army, he 
"*■ quietly withdrew to the Continent. He returned 

in 1 64 1 and sat regularly as an elder in the General 
Assembly till 1649, but his influence on the course of 
events seems to have been very small. When his brother, 
Lord James [!xv.], was killed, the King of France appointed 
Angus to the command of the Douglas Regiment. This 
might have come as a welcome opportunity of congenial 
work and a means of escape from the dreary complications 
at home ; but the earl did not avail himself thereof. He 
contented himself with enlisting recruits for the regiments 
among the disbanded soldiers of Lord Gordon and prisoners 
of war taken from the Marquess of Montrose, and soon 
resigned the colonelcy in favour of his brother Lord George 
[IxviL]. 

When Charles 11. appeared in Scotland in 1650 and 
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signed the Covenant, Angus presented himself as a dutiful 
subject, and was rewarded for his very dubious services to 
the monarchy in being created Earl of Angus and Ormond, 
the first of these titles having been borne by him hitherto 
merely in courtesy.' When the royalist cause ebbed low, 
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Fig. 47.— Signature of Aichibald Drjuglas, Eorl of Angus (1G50), 



Angus resumed his inglorious attitude of inaction, and 
allowed his servants to defend Tantallon in his absence 
against twelve days' bombardment by Cromwell's forces. 
The castle was surrendered while its owner was transacting 
business in the General Assembly and the Committee of 
Estates. From that time until his death in January 1655 

Fig. 48. — Signature of Lady Jean Wemyss, second wife of Archibald, 
Eaxl of Angus. 

he lived quietly in Edinbui^h with his second wife. Lady 
Jean Wemyss, daughter of the 3nd Ear! of 

j«ini^7iiss. Wemyss. By his first wife. Lady Anne Stuart, 
who died 1 6th August 1 646, he had three 

children, namely, James, who succeeded his father as Earl 



The patent of Ihis new eArldom n 
Cromwell's conquests in Scotland. 



r passed the Grenl Seal, owing ti 
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of Angus and his grandfather as 2nd Marquess of Douglas 
[Ixxii.], and two daughters who died unmarried. 
Wd D^ffU,. % his second wife he had — (i) Archibald 
i.iEariofFot-[]xviii.], bom 3rd May 1653, who in 1661 
r. ■ S3 ■»■■ ^^ created Earl of Forfar. In politics he 
supported the party of the Prince of Orange, and voted 
regularly with the Government in the parliamentary 
j^ /7 contest over the Union. He mar- 

^T^^,jf\, Lf "^'^ Robina,daughterof Sir William 
(/-/^//j/l]/ Lockhart of Lee, died in 1741, and 
2^'^r //\ji' was buried in the church of Both- 

V well, having received in 1 669 from 

Fig. 49--SiEnamrcof Archi- hig ^Ider half-brother, the 2nd Mar- 
bald Douglasi 1st Earl of r ti i ii. i j r 
Forfar (1673). ^^^^'^ '^^ Douglas, the lands of 
Bothwell and Wandell.' 
By his second wife Angus also had two other children, 
namely, (i) William, died in childhood, and (2) Margaret, 
who married the first Viscount Kingston, 

As already mentioned, William, eldest son of the ist 
Marquess of Douglas by his second wife, Lady Mary 
Lord Gordon, was created in 1646 Earl of Selkirk, 
Wilium Lord Daer and Shortcleuch [Ixvi.]. At the age 

Ht^ui'pf of two-and-twenty he married Anne, Duchess of 
Selkirk »nd Hamilton, upon whom, on the death of her uncle, 
Hjuniitop. the 2nd duke, in 1651, the honours and estates 
>sm->»m- iiad devolved. Selkirk was a strong royalist, 
and had a commission from General Middleton as colonel 
ol a regiment of horse to be raised in Scotland for the 
King's service in 1654.* But Middleton's expedition came 
to nought, and Selkirk was left to make the best terms 
for himself that he could obtain from General Monck, 
Charles II. writing to him from Cologne that, " I hope 

' His only son, ArchibilJ, succeeded as 2nd Earl of Forfar, bom 25th May 
1693. He was appointcil colonel of the iQth regiment of foot in 1713. acled as 
bri^iet under the Duke of AiEyll during the Jacohite rising of 1715, and \was 
mortally wounded at the battle of SherifTmuir on Ijlh November of that year- 
He died urunanied, and the title became extinct, Ihe estates revetting lo his 
cousin, the Duke of Douglas [liiiv.). 

' Bistarual MSS., inh Report, App. part vi. p. 136. 
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the time is drawing on that I shall be able to rewarde 
you better than by words, and you may then be confident 
that you shall have cause to believe rae to be very kind to 
you as your very affectionate frind. — CUARLES R." 

Accordingly, in May 1655, the ear! marched his men 
to Dalkeith, where they laid down their arms. Selkirk was 
fined ;(Jiooo, but was allowed to go to France, and to 
draw recruits from Scotland, one thousand every two years, 
for a re^ment to be rabed by htm in that kingdom. 
However, he remained in Scotland, and was imprisoned 
for a short time in 1656, on suspicion of complicity with 
an attempt to bring back the King,^ 

When the King came to his own again Selkirk had 
no cause to complain that his services had been overlooked. 
,- .jr,i_ In accordance with the Duchess of Hamilton's 

Created Doke 

oTHuniitoii, petition, he was created Duke of Hamilton for 
life, and by the year 1673 had received back 
payment of all the money advanced by the first duke to 
Charles I, From the time of his marriage he applied 
himself with equal diligence and success to liquidating the 
immense load of debt which lay upon the Hamilton estates, 
and showed that he had capacity for discharging the re- 
sponsibilities of high rank and great wealth. But he did 
not approve of the rigorous measures adopted against the 
Presbyterians by the Earl of Lauderdale, Secretary of State 
and practically Governor of Scotland under Charles n. 
The correspondence between Hamilton and Lauderdale 
continued fairly harmonious down to 1673, when Lauder- 
dale wrote that he had hoped to get the " blew ribban " 
of the Garter for the duke, but found that the King had 
promised it to another. After that date misunderstandings 
and differences became more frequent,* and Lauderdale's 
brother, Maitland of Hatton, who acted in the secretary's 
absence, gave great offence by "his injusteicc and brutalety 
palpable to all persons."^ Hamilton seems to have been 
deprived of his seat on the Privy Council in 1676, and 

' flishrical MSS., Ilth Report, App. part vi, p, 139. 
' Jiid., 139-145. 'Ibid., 151. 
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> of ife Evi cT nnh, ffe ; 

■f AAo^ aad dker fci Mda , k coBpfied nik i 

fcqMcd of hiM, aad SB 16S2 1 

Garter> a^ "■*-^**^ to tibe SoaCtiA Ftny CcmdcO. 

Ncvuttoev Us BBSft Bioa tot tbc sticiitiB 1 
^pOD Ac wrtfaad Wfaip^ and be icfx 
gkp,^ apart dhe hanfa tieatment of k 
^"^^^ King s fancsfs. ' Tooc are oncne 1 

Cmmaaitm^ f'Tt* IB d^yilC, BC VTDtC to A<ialB 

'^' [4th October iGSjl * fintli of my sud I 

of l4<uulMg ow and Aveodale aganst yvor solifiers, « 
take away Ibe people's botta- and cbeese^ IdUs tbeir s 
and hens, takes tbem nrai tfaar own harvest and hhka s 
tbem to Aear others comes and gives them no aUowance 
or »att»fartk)o dienfor. I desire that to these thii^ jroa 
wID give just satisfactiGa." * 

Iq 16S7 Hamiltoa vas sworn of the Ecgiish Privy 
Coondl, 3od in Fdmtaiy ii^lowing. King James vn. and II. 
wrote dcnianding a " positive answer ' in respect to the 
proposed relaxation of the penal laws against Roman 
Catholics. Hamilton, obviously reloctant to consent to the 
King's project, replied that he bad been ill, and bis answer 
was the reverse of positive. " I ha\'e been e\'er, and am 
still of tibe opinion that none should suffer for consience 
sake, and that e\-ery peaceable subject should be alloued 
the exercise of their oaen religion, but how this is to be 
done with securety to the Protestant religion, our laws and 
oaths, is, in my humble opinion, what will desair\*e serious 
consideration, and is above what I can presently determine 
myself in." * 

' HUlarital MSS., tlDl Repent, App. {wt ri. [^ 155. 

* NotwiihaUtiilmK ihal ihe Duke of Vork («ftarw»ids Junes m, and IL] 
WMa to te[l HamMlon that "tbe women keep a devilisli cojle about il," >.«, 

I moled the Gsttet for Mine of Ihdi own laTouritex. 

* BiittrUal MSS., iitbKepoit, App^ put vL p. 167. * lUd., 175. 
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Hamilton's secret opinion was that the grant of Indul- 
gences to Papists was not consistent with the safety of the 
realm, but that to require a test of abjuration from all the 
military and civil officers of a monarch who could not take 
that test himself, was a vicious anomaly that could not be 
maintained. Consequently it is not surprising to find the 
Weicomei "^"'^^ o"^ of the foremost to welcome the Prince 
wiUiiunDf of Orange; and he was elected President of the 
ranse, i Convention of Scottish Estates, which formally 
acknowledged William and Maiy as King and Queen of 
Great Britain and Ireland. When that Convention became 
a Parliament, Hamilton was appointed their Majesties' 
Commissioner thereto ; but he was ever unstable in purpose, 
hesitating, and uncertain in temper. At first he declined 
to act, " seeing dissatisfactions and disorders of this nation 
mightely increasing, and particulariy in the north countries, 
by the too sever treatment the Episcopal! churchmen has mett 
with, and finding many of those your Majestic has imployed 
in your affairs here rather ready to take advantage of my 
actings to misrepresent them than to be assisting to me." ^ 

However, Hamilton was persuaded to withdraw his 
refusal. He became Commissioner to the Parliament of 
1G90, and held the same high office in that of 1693, 
besides being President of the Council, High Admiral of 
Scotland, and a Lord Extraordinary of the Court of Session. 

On returning from a visit to London in March 1 694, 
the duke was struck witli paralysis in his chambers at 
Hii death Holyrood, and died there on 1 6th April. A 
isui April fine monument marks his tomb in the vault of 
the collegiate church of Hamilton. His nephew, 
William Johnstone, Earl of Annandale. in announcing 
Hamilton's demise to the Secretary of State, and urging 
that the late duke's offices should be bestowed upon him- 
self, penned the following dubious eulogy upon the departed : 
" Iff his temper, constancJe, and good humor had been suit- 
able to his parts, his loss had been a great deal more 
sensible to the nation." 

' Hiilorical MSS., nth KcpocI, App. part vi. p. 17S. 
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Ixix-Jofan 

Esrl of RuglCD 
■nd jrd Eul 

of Selkirk, ob. 



By his duchess, the Duke of Hamilton had seven sons 
and four daughters. 

(i) James, Earl of Arran, succeeded as 4th Duke of 
Hamilton [Ixxi.]. 

(2) William, died without issue. 

{3) Charles, in whose favour his father, on being created 
Duke of Hamilton, resigned the earldom of 
Selkirk. He died unmarried in 1739, and was 
succeeded in the earldom by his brother — 

(4) John [Ixix.], who had already, in 1697, been created 
Earl of Ruglen, Viscount Riccarton, and 
Baron Hilhouse. He now became 3rd Earl 
of Selkirk, having married, in 1694, Lady 
Anne Kennedy, daughter of the 7th Earl of 
Cassillis, and had two daughters, of whom the 
elder, Anne, succeeded him as Countess of Ruglen, 
and married William Douglas, Earl of March, 
second son of the 1st Duke of Queensberry 
[Ixxxii.]. The eldest son of this marriage was 
William Douglas, 4th Duke of Queensberry, 
popularly known as " old Q.," at whose death in 
1810 the earldom of Ruglen expired, and the 
dukedom of Queensberry passed, with the barony 
and lands of Drumlanrig, to the 3rd Duke of Buc- 
cleuch, whose great-grandson now holds them as 
6th Duke of Buccleuch and Sth Duke of Queens- 
berry. But while the dukedom and estates of 
Queensberry thus passed to the 3rd Duke of 
Buccleuch as nearest heir-general, the marquessate 
of Queensberry was claimed by His son-in-law, Sir 
Charles Douglas of Kelhead, as heir-male of the 
Douglases of Drumlanrig, and has descended 
through him to the present holder, Percy Sholto, 
9th Marquess of Queensberry. 

Returning to John, 3rd Earl of Selkirk and 
1st Earl of Ruglen [Ixix.]. at his death in 1744, 
the earldom of Selkirk passed to his grand- 
nephew, Dunbar Hamilton of Baldoon, who 
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assumed the additional surname of Douglas on 
becoming 4th Earl of Selkirk. He had seven 
sons, of whom the three elder bore the second 
title of Lord Daer in succession, and died with- 
out issue ; the three next in succession also died 
before their father, and the seventh, Thomas Ham- 
ilton-Douglas, succeeded as Jth Earl of Selkirk. 
He died in 1820, and was succeeded by his only 
son, Dunbar-James, 6th Earl of Selkirk, upon 
whose death without issue in 1885 the earldom 
reverted to the Duke of Hamilton. 
CS) George, created Earl of Orkney [Ixx.] in 1 69C, 
ixz-Georec w^*' married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of 

OooBi>t,i*t Sir Edward Villiers, Knight-marischal of 

Orkncr.ob. England, and sister of the ist Earl of 

''*'■ Jersey. The earldom of Orkney was 

granted to all heirs whatsoever of the (st earl's 
body, and it is remarkable that after his death in 
'737i it was held by females in three successive 
generations, from the last of whom is descended 
the present peer, Edmund Fitzmaurice, 7th Earl 
of Orkney. 

(6) Basil, married Mary, granddaughter and heiress of 

Sir David Dunbar of Baldoon, Wigtownshire, and 
was drowned in crossing the Cree in flood on 
the road between Ayrshire and Wigtownshire in 
1701. His grandson, Dunbar Hamilton, suc- 
ceeded his granduncle as 4th Earl of Selkirk. 

(7) Archibald, Governor of Greenwich Hospital and 

Governor of Jamaica. He married — first, Anne, 
daughter of the 2nd Lord Lucas and widow of 
Edward Cary; second. Lady Hamilton, widow of 
Sir Francis Hamilton ; and third, Lady Jane 
Hamilton, daughter of the 6th Earl of Aber- 
corn. His fourth son was Sir William Hamilton, 
K.B., foster-brother of George III., British Am- 
bassador at Naples for si.\ -and -thirty years, and 
husband of Nelson's Lady Hamilton. 
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Of the 3rd Duke of Hamilton's four 
daughters, the eldest, I^dy Mary, died un- 
married ; the second, Lady Catherine, married 
the 1st Duke of Athol ; the third. Lady Susanna, 
married — first, the 2nd Earl of Dundonald, and 
second, the 3rd Marquess of Tweeddale; and 
the fourth, Lady Margaret, married the Earl of 
Pan mure. 
With the union of the Crowns there had crept in the 
practice of designating by courtesy the heir-apparent to a 
^ peerage by one of his father's secondary titles. 
DoBgUt.Eirt Thus James, the eldest son of the ist Earl of 
Dok^*"" Selkirk [Ixvi.], would have been known in the 
HuaataB, old Scottish style as the Master of Selkirk, in- 
stead of which he received the courtesy title of 
Lord Daer, which was changed to that of Earl of Arran 
when his father was created Duke of Hamilton in 1660. 
But novel fashion had not yet so far invaded the house- 
holds of Scottish gentlemen as to make thera prefer the 
English seats of learning to those of their native land, 
and young Arran was educated at Glasgow University. He 
then travelled on the Continent for a couple of years, and 
on his return to England at the end of 1678, Charles II. 
wrote thus kindly about him to his mother : — 

"WaiTBHALL, 8/ii NoH. 1678. 
" Madame, — This bearer your ion hu so much in hU lookes of your lathei 
and vnde u 1 cannot chose but be very kind to him vpon that score, and I am 
conRdcnt [he] will deserue no less lioin mc vpon his owne. I do make ii my 
(ute to you (hat you would giue him Icaue to retume bether, that he might make 
a little voyage with a fiind of myne. He will [ell you himsclfe the particulars. 
I shall add no more, only to assure [you] that I am, Madame, your aflectionate 
friend, Charles R."' 

Arran became a Gentleman of the Bedchamber to 
the King in January following, and did nothing memorable 
while hanging for four years about that somewhat 
unedifying Court, except to fight a duel with Lord 
Mordaunt (afterwards Ear! of Peterborough and Mon- 
mouth), wherein both combatants were wounded. In 

' Hisloriiai MSS., nth Report, App. pattvi. p. 198. 



w 

^^H DeceiTtbei 



ARRAN A JACOBITE 



207 



I 



December 16S3 he was sent as ambassador extraordin- 
ary to France, where he remained till King 
bauadoito Charles's death in 1685. serving as aide-de-camp 
m^'im' to Louis XIV. in two of his campaigns. He was 
back in England at the end of February 16S5, 
when James VII. and II. confirmed him in his appointment as 
Gentleman of the Bedchamber, and made him also Master 
of tlie Wardrobe. 

Arran commanded a regiment of horse in the sup- 
pression of Monmouth's rebellion, and was one of the 
earliest to receive the Order of the Thistle on its revival 
in 1687. "The Order," wrote Melfort to him, "has had 
effects beyond my expectatione, so that I wold not giv a 
farthing betuixt the Garter and it, if both wer in my 
choise, and to all forraigners ours seims preferable becaus 
of the rise of it." ' 

Arran remained faithful to King James until the last, 
being with him at Salisbury as colonel of the Oxford Regi- 
ment, and leaving him only when the King embarked for 
France, to return to England never more. When William 
Dcciu hun- °'^ Orange came to Whitehall, Arran presented 
KifajuDbite. himself before him, and boldly declared that he 
did so by command of his master, King James. 
This act, recalling the pristine chivalry and devotion of the 
Douglas, deeply clouded as it had been by many later ter- 
giversations, accorded indifferently with the attitude of the 
earl's father, Duke Hamilton, who had gladly transferred 
his allegiance, and by whose advice, it is said, Arran was 
committed to the Tower. Being brought up for trial in 
April 1689, he was remanded because of some informality 
in the proceedings, and was set at liberty soon afterwards. 

He had not been many weeks at liberty when he was 
clapped in prison again, charged with intrigues for the 
imoris ord n f^^""^" °f King Jamcs j nor was he released before 
• chargreof he had undergone a year's imprisonment. He 
treason, itB». ^^ ^j^^^ allowed to go to Scotland on bail, where 
he lived quietly till 1696, when he was arrested a third 
Historical MSS., nth Report, App. part vi. 199, 
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time on a charge of conspiracy. He was released, however, 
without being brought to trial, and, to the surprise of many 
people, was advanced to high honour by the sovereign 
whose favour he had taken so little pains to win. When 
his father died in 1694, the duchy and estates of Hamilton 
remained in possession of his mother, but in 169S the King 
permitted her to resign these in favour of Arran, 
qT Hinoitoa, who was Created Dukeof Hamilton and Marquess 
"**■ of Clydesdale, with the precedency of the original 

creation in 1643. 

Despite this signal mark of King William's favour, the 
new duke was not inclined to take any active share in 
politics under a dynasty from which he had done his best to 
defend the kingdom ; but, having become deeply engaged 
in the promotion of the African Company, he took his seat 
in the Scottish Parliament in May 1700 in order to look 
after the interests of that undertaking. His efforts in that 
matter were unsuccessful ; nevertheless, the enei^y and 
business capacity which he displayed brought him promin- 
ently before the public of Edinburgh, with whom he became 
a popular favourite, and when Queen Anne came to the 
throne in 1702 Hamilton was recognised as leader of the 
national and anti-union party. On the assembly of the 
first Parliament of Queen Anne, he declaimed against the 
legality of convening an old Parliament in-stead of a new 
one, and, having lodged a protest, signed by himself and 
seventy-nine Jacobites, withdrew from the House, and was 
received with cheers by the people collected outside. 

The two parties in the Scottish Parliament were now 
each led by a James Douglas, namely, the party of the 
Government by the " Union " Duke of Queensberry [Ixxxiii.], 
Queen Anne's Commissioner, and the Opposition by the 
Duke of Hamilton. 

In the Parliamentary and popular controversy about the 
Th uni B union of the English and Scottish legislatures, 
contromriT, Hamilton was as energetic in resisting it as 
»7oj-»7^- Queensberry was in promoting it. The English 
Parliament had decreed that there should be a Commission, 
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to be nominated by the Queen, for fixing the terms and 
conditions of the Treaty of Union. When the question 
came before the Scottish Estates in 1705, Hamilton moved 
an amendment, altering the instructions to the Commissioner 
so as to limit them to framing a federal, instead of an 
incorporating, union, 

Queensberry's supporters were better whipped than the 
Opposition, else had Hamilton's motion been carried ; in 
effect, he was left in a minority by only two votes. Upon 
his next amendment, postponing a Treaty of Union until 
Parliament should repeal the Act of 1 704, which made 
Scotsmen aliens in default of the Union being carried before 
a given date, the Government sustained a defeat. 

Up to this point the duke's conduct had been perfectly 
consistent and resolute, and the Jacobites were delighted 
with their leader ; but now he steered or drifted upon a 
course which lost him the confidence of his friends without 
securing the favour of his opponents. After their victory 
over the Government, several members of the Opposi- 
tion left the House, believing the debate to be over for the 
day. What was the consternation of those who remained, 
when Hamilton rose and moved that the nomination of the 
Commissioners should be left to the Queen ! He had 
pledged himself to his party that he would insist on the 
nomination being assigned to Parliament, and here, in the 
very moment of victory, he betrayed them. The majority 
of eight which Queensberry secured in the second division 
that day did far more than wipe out the defeat of the first. 
The second division was taken upon a vital point, as the 
first had been on a trivia! one, but the real triumph of the 
Government lay in the rift which was driven through the 
very centre of the Jacobite ranks. It was believed that the 
secret of Hamilton's desertion existed in his desire to have 
a seat on the Commission himself. Perhaps he 

Hamilton dii- , . , , , . , . 

■ppobtsthe saw his way clearer to wreck the projected union 

j«oWt«i, ^ Qj^g of the Commissioners than as a mere leader 

of Parliamentary opposition : but his followers 

took a far more sinister view of his action. It has come 

VOL. II. 
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out since that the Duke of Argyll had undertaken to get the 
Queen to nominate Hamilton, but had to abandon his in- 
tention, yielding to the Earl of Roxburgh's argument that, 
' though England should yield all that's reasonable, yet 
Hamilton would find out something to propose as would 
never be granted, and so popular in Scotland as would break 
it [the Union project] for ever." In effect the Commission 
was packed : of the thirty-one Scottish Commissioners, 
every one, save Lockhart of Camwath, was of the Court 
party. 

When the bill came before the Scottish Parliament in 
October 1706, Hamilton took a bolder line, speaking and 
voting against every article in the decisive debates. He 
and the Duke of Athol had but to give the signal for a 
rising in the west and the Highlands, and the question 
would have been decided — ay or nay — by force of arms. 
If English statesmen were to effect their purpose, they would 
have to attempt what their predecessors in four centuries had 
failed in — the conquest of Scotland — for throughout the 
country feeling ran strong against the Union. Cameronians 
and Jacobites were at one in fierce opposition thereto. But 
Hamilton rigorously discouraged all unconstitutional resist- 
ance. Hearing that Cunninghame of Eckatt had made 
rendezvous in Edinburgh with a thousand armed men from 
the west, he frustrated that plan by sending mounted mes- 
sengers throughout the district postponing the day of assem- 
bly. He then arranged for a meeting of several hundreds 
of country gentlemen to prepare an address to the Queen 
praying for a new Parliament, but he made it a condition, 
much against the grain with most of his party, that the 
address should contain a prayer for the settlement of the 
succession upon the House of Hanover. A puzzling stipu- 
lation, this, for a leader of Jacobites, but Hamilton's motives 
often baffled understanding, and he vowed he would have no 
hand in the address except on this condition. 

On the eve of the meeting it was prohibited by procla- 
mation, whereupon Hamilton called togetlier his Parlia- 
mentary followers, and obtained their consent that the 
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Marquess of Annandale should move the Hanoverian 
settlement ; when that motion was rejected, as it was 
sure to be, that they should then and there hand in a 
written protest, leave the House in a body, and prepare 
an address to the Queen. 

The memorial was duly drawn up ; the day of debate 
arrived ; when, at the last moment, Hamilton declared he 
had such a violent toothache that he could not go to the 
House, His friends indignantly insisted on his fulfilling his 
pledge, which he did, so far as to appear in his seat ; but no 
persuasion would induce him to speak. The protest was 
forced into his hands, but the opportunity passed without 
that resolution being moved which Hamilton had made an 
indispensable article in the plan of campaign. The Act 
passed, establishing the Treaty of Union as from ist May 
1707, and there — as Chancellor Seafield acridly remarked in 
signing it — " There was an end of an auld sang." 

Hamilton's sudden paralysis of purpose has been vari- 
ously explained. Lockhart alleges the influence of Queens- 
berry; Hamilton's own son' declares that Lord Middleton, 
acting for the Pretender, interposed to stay the duke's hand ; 
it has been hinted that Hamilton cherished visions of being 
called to the throne himself ; probably the real cause may 
be found in that dread of committing himself which, on 
more than one critical occasion, drove his colleagues to 
angry despair. 

Similar irresolution marked his action later in the same 
year when negotiating with Hooke, the French envoy, for 
an expedition in support of the Scottish Jacobites. Had 
Hamilton been able to throw himself boldly into this 
project, here was the most hopeful occasion that was ever 
to present itself for the return of the Stuarts, Scotland 
was all but unanimous and ripe for rising ; the Queen's 
forces in the north under Lord Leven were few in num- 
ber ; ten — nay, five — thousand Frenchmen had sufficed to 

' Chatlds Ilaraillon, nalural son of the Duke tiy Lady Baibara Fitnoy, 
daughlei of Chailus II. by (he Duchess of Cluvuland. Ctiaclgs was author of 
Transacliens during Ihe /ieign p/Qiusn Ahik, published by his sou in I790. 
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make the thing secure. " But," says Hooke, " the duke did 
not deal fairly ; he used tricks unbecoming to a person of 
his rank; he pretended to want to treat, but did not take 
any measures for it. I was tired of all his shufflings and 
evasions ; and if he could not do anything, I should perhaps 
find means to save Scotland without him." While Lord 
Leven was drawing up his exiguous battalions on Leith 
sands to resist the expected landing of the Frenchmen, 
Hamilton was securely ensconced in his Staffordshire 
manor, waiting till his countrymen should invite him to 
put himself at their head. 

Queen Anne's ministers were kept pretty well informed 
of Hamilton's dealings with those of Louis XIV. The duke 
was arrested and imprisoned in the Tower ; but he soon 
im riM di ^^™^ ^° terms with the Whig Ministry, and was 
lie Tower, liberated on bail after agreeing to vote for the 
Government candidates in the ensuing election of 
Scottish representative peers. He himself secured election 
as one of the sixteen, and returned to London as a 
supporter of the Whig administration. For little more 
than a year Hamilton served his new masters with 
becoming docility, but the London mob shouting " High 
Church and Sachaverell ! " proved too much for his nerves ; 
he deserted the Government on the impeachment of that 
divine. The Whig Ministry fell that summer [1710]; the 
Tories succeeding, rewarded Hamilton by making him Lord 
Lieutenant of the county palatine of Lancaster, and he 
was sworn of the Privy Council. 

In September 1711 the Duke of Hamilton, hitherto 
sitting in Parliament only as a representative Scottish peer, 
Creiieda ^as created Duke of Brandon in the peerage of 
peerofGreit Great Britain. But the House of Lords refused 

Britiln, lotb 1 , , , . , , , ■ I 

Sepuiobac to acknowledge his precedency under tliat title, 
''"■ resolving, after debate and by a majority of five, 

that, under the 23rd article of the Treaty of Union, "no 
patent of honour granted to any peer of Great Britain 
who was a peer of Scotland at the time of the Union can 
entitle such peer to sit and vote in Parliament, or to sit 
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upon the trial of peers," Thereupon the Scottish represen- 
tative peers, acting under Hamilton, ceased to attend 
Parliament until the disabling article was altered so as 
to admit Scottish peers to the peerage of Great Britain, 
upon the request of the House of Lords itself. Hamilton 
and the other Scots peers then resumed their duties in 
Parliament, but it is notable that the House made no such 
request, as had been provided, on behalf of the Duke, who 
continued on the roll as a Scottish representative peer. 

However, there was no lack of other honours for 
Hamilton, who was appointed Master-General of the Ord- 
Appointed nancc in August 1712, in succession to Lord 
Uuter- Rivers, deceased, and, although already a Knight 

tbe Ordauce, of the Thistle, obtained a Garter also, an 
ABciiiti7<i. accumulation of dignities for which there was 
then no precedent 

The Duke of Hamilton, being now not more than 
fifty-four years of age, might reasonably have looked forward 
to further distinction in the public service, and already was 
busy preparing to go to France as ambassador extraordinary 
on the conclusion of the Peace of Utrecht, when he lost 
his life in a lamentable quarrel. For eleven years he 
had been prosecuting a suit in chancery against Lord 
Mohun, Each of these noblemen had married a niece of 
Kiuad In duel Lord Macclcsfield, who, dying, left Mohun his sole ' 
with Lord heir, a disposition contested by Hamilton. At 

Mobnn, isth , . '^, ,, ., ' . , , 

Novembei a hearmg of the case on 13th November 1712, 
''"■ an old steward of the Macclesfield family, named 

Whit worth, was giving evidence. His memory being 
faulty, he contradicted himself, upon which the Duke of 
Hamilton exclaimed, " There is no truth or justice in him t " 
" I know Mr. Whitworth," retorted Lord Mohun, " he ts 
an honest man, and has as much truth as your grace." 
A certain General Macartney officiously intervened, 
declaring that Lord Mohun's honour was involved, 
and offering his services as second. Mohun, though 
an old duellist, having twice already stood his trial for 
murder, was unwilling to fight, but Macartney and Colonel 
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John Churchill egged him on. After a good deal of claret 
had been drunk, Mohun consented to fight, and next day 
General Macartney waited upon the duke with a challenge. 
The two peers met on the ijth at the pond in Kensington 
Gardens to fight with small swords. While their principals 
engaged, the two seconds, Macartney and Colonel Charles 
Hamilton, the duke's natural son, also fought. Charles 
having disarmed Macartney, ran to help his father, who, as 
he afterwards swore before the Fri\'y Council, had succeeded 
in killing Lord Mohun, but was wounded himself, and 
was attacked as he lay on the ground and killed by 
General Macartney, Whatever may have been the exact 
circumstances,' the result was that both Mohun and the 
duke were slain; the scandal was great; the Govern- 
ment took up the affair as a plot by the Whigs, and offered 
;£Soo for the apprehension of General Macartney, who 
escaped to the Continent, Four years later he gave himself 
up, and, on trial, was convicted of manslaughter. The 
chief witness against him was Colonel Hamilton, who, his 
evidence not being consistent with that previously given 
by him before the Privy Council, was obliged to sell out 

' They are described as followa in a do^etel ballad of the period ; — 

" Then ihese heroes' swotds were drawn, 

Vol hi dc Ifll do re, O, 
And so lustily they both fell on, 

F&l lal de lal de re, O, 
Duke Hamilton thrust with all bis might. 
Unto Lord Mohoun thro' his body qiute, 
And sent liim lo eternal night, 

Fal lal de lal de re, O. 



"By this lime his Grace had got a wou 

Fal Inl, etc., 
Then on the grass as he sat down, 

Fal lal, etc, 
Base Macartney, as we find, 
Cowaidly, as he was inclined, 
Stabb'd his Giace the Duke behind, 

Fal lal, etc." 



-[Set H 



II R. A. Smith's Sceitisk Mimlrel, vol. ii. 58.] 
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of the Guards and quit the country to avoid a charge of 
perjury.^ 

The 4th Duke of Hamilton had a great part to play, 
and it must be owned that he played it but indifferently. 
An ardent Jacobite, he lacked the nerve to put to right use 
the extraordinary opportunities which presented themselves 
to his party, arising out of the unpopularity of the Union 
with the Scottish people and gentry, Lockhart declared 
that he was hampered by apprehensions for his large pos- 
sessions in England ; Swift pronounced him " a worthy, 
good-natured person, very generous but of a middling 
understanding";* while Burnet declined to speak of his 
character : " I am sorry I cannot say so much good of 
him as I could wish, and I had too much kindness for 
him to say any evil without necessity."* 

Hamilton married — first, Anne, daughter of Robert, 
Earl of Sunderland, who died in 1 690, leaving no surviving 
issue; and second, in 1698, Elizabeth, daughter and sole 
heiress of Digby, Lord Gerard, with whom he received his 
extensive estates in StaflTordshire and Lancashire. By his 
second wife he had three sons and two daughters — (i) James, 
Earl of Arran, who succeeded as Sth Duke of Hamilton; 
(2) Lord William, who was elected member for Lanark in 
1734 and died in the same year; (3) Lord Anne, named 
after his godmother. Queen Anne ; (4) Lady Susan, married 
Anthony Tracy Keck of Great Tew, Oxfordshire; and (5) 
Lady Charlotte, married Charles Edwin. 

The 5 th Duke of Hamilton was succeeded by his eldest 
son, James, and he again by his eldest son, James George, 
7th duke, upon whom, in 1761, devolved the marquessate 
of Douglas and earldom of Angus, upon the death of 
Archibald, ist and only Duke of Douglas [Ixxiv.]. Dying 
unmarried in 1769, the 7th duke was succeeded by his 
brother Douglas, Sth Duke of Hamilton, who obtained 
what had been denied to his great-grandfather [Ixxi.], 

^ This duel has been described by Thackeray in Esmond. 

3 Swift's Collected Works, xvii. 252. 

• History of his Own Time, vi. 130 [ed. 1833]. 
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namely, the right to sit in the House of Lords as Duke 
of Brandon. On his demise without issue in 1799, the 
succession reverted to his uncle, Archibald, son of the 5 th 
duke by his third wife, Anne, daughter and co-heir of 
Edward Spencer of Rcndlesham, Thence the duchy passed 
from father to son till the death of the 12th Duke of 
Hamilton in 1S95, who was succeeded by his cousin, 
Alfred Douglas- Hamilton, now 13th Duke of Hamilton; 
Marquess of Douglas; Earl of Angus, Arran, Lanark and 
Selkirk ; Lord Hamilton, Avon, Polmont, Machanshire, 
Innerdale, Abernethy, Jedburgh Forest, Daer and Short- 
cleuch in Scotland ; i oth Duke of Brandon and Baron 
of Dutton in Great Britain ; premier peer of Scotland, 
Hereditary Keeper of Holyrood House, and heir-male of 
the House of Douglas. 




Fig. 49A,— Seal ofSirAichitnld Douglas of Spot (1616). 
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When Archibald, Earl of Angus and Ormond [Ixiv.], eldest 
son of the ist Marquess of Douglas [Ixii.], died in 1655, 
^^ James, his eldest son by his first wife, Lady Anna 

and Marquess Stuart, succeeded as Earl of Angus, the earl- 
^rfSS^^** dom of Ormond having been limited at its 
creation in 165 1 to the earl's heirs-male by his 
second wife. Lady Jean Wemyss. The marquess then 
made a fresh settlement of the earldom in favour of James, 
a boy about nine years old, and removed him, as his heir, 
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from the care of hk stepmodier, to place hini nailer 
Lady Alexander, bis sonL A whaie host al titled 
fonages were Doininated to assist Lady Alexandei- 
daties, namely, the Marquess or Douglas himself, the EaHs 
of Laoderdale, Wonyn, Selkirk. HartfeU. and Qoeeasberry 
[Ixxxll and the Lords Torphkhen, Burley, Rathv-cn, and 
Mordingtoa [Ixiil]. It reqaired the wits erf' all of them to 
extract a living for the young carl out of his inheritance, so 
deeply had his father dipped it with debts and family pro- 
nstoDS. His stepmother waived part of her claim', under 
the provbiona of her marriage-contract, but there remained 
an dbligation to the extent of jf 84,000 Scots Incurred by 
his father as cautioner for the Earl of Abercom, besides 
other burdens which it is not necessary to spedfy. 

On the death of his grandfather in Febniary 1 660, the 
yonng Earl of Angus became 2nd Marquess of Douglas, 
and being of an age to choose his own curators, 
nominated sixteen most nearly related to him- 

In the first Parliament of Charles il.. held 
in Edinburgh in January 166 1, protest was lodged by 
Lord Mordington and the Earl of Hartfell on behalf of 
the marquess, that his absence should not prejudice his 
hereditary claim to the first vote in Parliament, to leading 
the van in battle, and to carrying the crown at the riding of 
Parliament, " notwithstanding the title of Ducke " borne by 
other peers.* Two of these "duckes" — the newly-made 
Hamilton, to wit, and his Grace of Lennox — challenged 
this claim,' but it was confirmed by an order of the Privy 
Council in 1669.* 

In 1C70 the Marquess of Douglas, being then about 
two-and-twcnty, married Lady Barbara Erskine, eldest 

' ThMC w«c ibe Duke* or Hamilton and Richniand, th« Earls of Laudet' 
dale, Wemyu, Gallowi]', I^Iutlell, Ihe Lords Drumlanrig [IxxxiL], Mordinglon 
[IxlJi.], Torphlchen, and Aubign]', Sir William Douglas of Kdbead, Sii Robert 
Doufhu of BloekerMoun, Sii Archibald Douglas of Caveis, Sii Daniel Cos- 
mlcbael, Slewan □( Kickhill, and Siewart of Kettlesloun. 

' fnuei, iii. 343. ° Aar Pari. Salt., vii. 13. 

* Fra»er iii. 34a. 
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daughter of the 20th Earl of Mar; and Douglas Castle, 

Marries Lad ^^^^^ ^^^ never been replenished since its 
Barbara destructive occupation by Cromweirs troopers, 

*''*^ received an overhaul for the reception of the 
young couple. 

A most ill-starred union it proved to be ; papers in the 
Douglas charter-chest prove that their life was one long 
recrimination, the marquess charging his wife with want of 
respect, and she accusing him of neglect of her company. 
She appealed to the Privy Council before 1677, applying 
for a judicial separation, and this was effected by 
from his wife, formal deed in February 1 681, the marchioness 
February receiving an allowance of 3000 merks a year. 
The blame of the quarrel has been popularly 
attributed to the marquess's chamberlain, William Lawrie, 
tutor to the laird of Blackwood.^ This man was intensely 
disliked by the tenantry, and bore an indifferent character 
from everybody except his employer, Lord Fountainhall in 
particular pronouncing him " a bad instrument between him 
[Douglas] and his lady in their differences." * 

The well-known ballad, Wafy^ waly I was long believed 
to have been founded upon this most unhappy marriage, 
until the late Professor Aytoun pointed out that some of 
the stanzas occurred in a manuscript of 1566. But he 
recovered a complete version of another ballad bearing the 
title of Jamie Douglas^ which described the wrongs of the 
ill-used marchioness. Among his other devices to alienate 
Douglas from his wife, Lawrie persuaded him of her in- 
fidelity, and, to prove it, is said to have placed a man's shoes 
under her bed, as described in the sixth stanza following : — 

THE BALLAD OF "JAMIE DOUGLAS" 

I was a lady of high renowni 

As lived in the north countrie ; 
I was a lady of high renown, 

When Earl Douglas loved me. 

^ Lawrie married Mariote Weir, heiress of Blackwood, and, according to 
Scottish custom, was known as Tutor of Blackwood after the birth of his son. 
^ Fountainhall's Decisions, i. 196, quoted by Fraser, ii. 451, note. 
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* When wi: cam lo Duii|;las luun, 

We weri; » fine sighl lo behold ; 
My good lord in cnunolsie. 
And I mysel in shlziing gold. 

A\'hen that my auld son was born, 
And set upon the nurse'e knee, 

1 wns happy woman as e'er was bom. 
And my gude lord he loved me. 

But O, an my young son was bom, 
And set upon the nurse's knee, 

And t my^l were dead and gane, 
For a maid again I'l! ncvci be. 



There cam B man into this I 
And Junie Lockhart was ! 

And it was tauld to my gudi 
That I was in the bed wi 


his name; 
e lord 
■him. 


There cam anilhcr to this house, 
And a bad friend he was to me t 

>Ie put Jamie's shoon below my bed-stock 
And bade my gude lord come and see. 



O wac be unto ihee, Blackwood 1 
And aye an ill death may ye dee I 

For ye was ihc first and the foremost man, 
Tltat parted my gude lord and me. 

When my gude lord cam into my room ' 
This great fsitsehood fur to see ; 

He turned about, and wi' a gloom 
He straight did lak farewell o' me. 

"O fere-thee-wcel, my once lovely maid 1 
O Fare- thee- weel, once dear to me ! 

O fare- thee- weel, ray once lorely maid I 
For wi' mc again ye shall never be." 

" Sit doun, sit doun now, Jamie Douglas, 
Sit thee doun and dine wi' me I 

And*I'll set ihee on a chair of gold. 
And *erve thee kindly on my knee." 

"When cockle shells turn siller bells, 
And mussels they bud on a tree ; 

When frost and snaw turns fire lo burn, 
Then I'll sit doun and dine wi' thee."' 



' This stania has found its way in 



e versiollE of tfa/fi v/aly I 
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wae be onto thee, Blackwood ! 
And aye an ill death may ye dee ! 

Ye war the first and foremost man 
That parted my gude lord and me. 

When my £Either he heard word 
That my gude lord had forsaken me, 

He sent fifty o' his brisk dragoons 
To fetch me hame to my ain countrie. 

The day that I was forced to go, 
My bonny palace for to lea'e, 

1 went into my gude lord's room, 
But, alas ! he wadna speak to me. 

**0 fere-thee-weel, Jamie Douglas! 

And fare-thee-weel, my children three ; ^ 
I hope your father may turn more kind 

To you than he has been to me. 

"You tak every ane to be like yoursel. 

And loving ilk ane that they see ; 
But I daur swear by the heavens high 

I never knew anither man but thee." 

foul fa' ye, fause Blackwood, 
And aye an ill death may ye dee, 

For ye was the first occasioner 
Of parting my gude lord and me. 

When we gaed in by Edinburgh toun, 
My father and mither they met me, 

Wi' trumpets sounding on every side. 
But, alas! they couldna comfort me. 

''Hold your tongue, daughter !" my father said, 

** And of your weeping let abee ; 
And we*ll get out a bill o* divorce, 

And I'll get a far better lord for thee." 

** O hold your tongue, father ! " I said, 
"And wi* your talking let me be ; 

1 wouldna gie ae kiss o' my ain lord's lips, 
For a' the men in the west countrie." 

O, an I had my baby bom, 

And set upon the nurse's knee ; 
And I mysel were dead and gane, 

For a maid again I'll never be! 

' Obviously a compliance with the exigencies of rhyme, for the marchioness 
had but one child. 
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The impression left by a perusal of the 2nd Marquess 
of Douglas's correspondence is that of a selfish, sour- 
tempered aristocrat of limited ability and small sense of 
responsibility. He had opportunities of public service, had 
he wished it, being appointed in 1674 to command a troop 
of horse raised among his own tenants in the Upper Ward ; 
but the utmost service he seems to have rendered King 
Charles was the loan of a couple of brass three-pounders 
for the defence of Edinburgh Castle. His extant letters 
are addressed chiefly to the Tutor of Blackwood, and betray 
a constant struggle to maintain the dignity of his station 
on narrow means. 

" My young coach-hoise," he wtole to that worthy in 1687, "who was as 
well on Sondays night as any horse could be, fell siclte. James Weii looke of 
[he houlu of htm and he was well enough after, so the coachman took him out 
lo lead him up and doune in his hand, and he drop just doune dead in his hand, 
as he had been thounder shut. He sent for the Quaker Bortic after, and they 
opened him. Everie bodic says hear he bes been witched. 1 have ordered 
James Weir and Brodie to sec if they can get any ordincr coach-horse hear lo 
buy ; for me (o make use of anc hackney it will be dear. Let me hear from 
yow by Fleming your opinion of it, and what ye think will be done tor coach- 
horses against my sons coming doune, fur yow know it is both expensive and 
verie unhandsom to goe in a hackney coach." ' 

A little later — 

"I have bought a coach-horse which will fitt exactly the horse that is in 
Douglas ; he is but live year old at this grass, exactly of the collour. As for his 
price, I will not tetl yow, but if I will sell him again I may have 4 pound ster- 
ling of winning. ... I thought him so good a Imrgain that I got the monie 
from Robert Murey to pay him. If he will not goe in a coach, as I due not 
question, I can get four pound sleilyng more (01 him when I please." ' 

It is only fair, however, to allow that the cruel pro- 
ceedings of the Government against the Covenanters may 
well have been distasteful to Douglas, as one whose tenantry 
comprised the very flower of the westland Whigs, and have 
deterred him from taking an active part in the royalist 
cause. After the Revolution he appeared more frequently 
in public afl"airs, and signed the declaration of the Conven- 
tion of Estates against James VII. and II. and the invitation 

' Frasei, iv, 279, ' /iui., iv. aSa. 
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to William of Orange in 1689. For this, and subsequent 
services on the committee appointed to manage the busi- 
ness of government, pending the coronation of William and 
Mary, he received material reward in the shape of the 




Fig. 50. — Signature of James, 2nd Marquess of Douglas (1687). 

estates forfeited by Claverhouse,^ and the office of Here- 
ditary Constable of Dundee castle and town. 

The Marchioness of Douglas died in August 1690, 
apparently in circumstances as sorely straitened as those 
of the husband from whdm she had separated, for in 1 68 1 
she had written to Lawrie, his chamberlain, " I intrett yow 
will send me as much black morallay tabie as will be a 
piticott and thrie ells of holland aboutt fortie shillen [Scots, 




Fig. 51. — Signature of Lady Barbara Erskine, first Marchioness of James, 

and Marquess of Douglas (1681). 



i.e, about 4s. sterling] the ell. Ther being the last things 
that ever I will sike from yow in my lyf, I think ye will 
nott refus them." ^ 

Poor, however, as the marchioness was, it would never 
have done, thought her relations, to allow her obsequies to 
be in proportion to the cash in her coffers. Having traced 

^ Papers at Douglas Castle, cited by Fraser, ii. 453. * Fraser, iv. 278. 
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the fortunes of the house of Douglas through its splendour 
and affluence, it is melancholy to note the haggling that 
went on therein at this period between persons of high- 
sounding titles. Here is a letter from the mother of the 
marchioness, Jane Mackenzie, Countess of Mar, to the 
Marquess of Douglas : — 

"My lord, yovr coninuinds wai obeyed, for ilt was a nighlt [? right] bvriill 
and ivlabell lo hir qvalitic, and I hovp cannolt be Ihovghtt deir, whan it coms 
only to a thovsand thritie avghtl povnd, ten shilin Scotls.* This, uilh what was 
dew to hii bdbr hit death of the localitie'yovr lordship aloved on yovi lady, 
I cxpeck yow will order the piesontt payment, since it is ivsst ; and being the 
mother of yovi familie, I hovp yow will nott s^'fer her nam to be hard by thos 
she is oving monie too. lit shaJI allso be against my will if anie mistaks be 
betvixt yow and me for all the wnkyndncss my dnvghtet mcett with att hir lasll. 
I pray God to bless the only pleg' she hes letft behind hir, that he mjy be as 
happie as hir lyf was wnfoitvnatt. I bet^ to knov whir and how he is. — I am, 
my lord, yovi most affeclionall mother and hvmbill servant, 

"Jans Mackbneib.* 

" Mvchall, )&tA August 1690, 

" Affler all the fvnetall ar payed, if yovr lordship desir itt, yow shall have a 
parlicTlai accovat. Mr. MackcU refers himself to yovr lord^ip, being yovr 
apoticarie bcfor. 

" For the right honerable the Marqvss of Dowglass." 




Figs. SI, 53.— Seal and Signature of Lady Mary Ker, second Marchioness 
of James, znd Marquess of Douglas (1695). 

Douglas waited more than two years before marrying 

again, and then, after the death of his son and 

Hut Ker. ' ^^''' [Ixxiii,] at Steinkirk in 1692, chose as his 

ijth Decern- gecond wife Lady Mary Ker, daughter of the Earl 

[afterwards Marquess] of Lothian, This lady 

soon became unpleasantly aware of the almost hopeless 

' About j£'6o sterling. ' Allowance. 

' Her SOD, the Eail of Angus [Ixiii.]. • Kiascr, iv. 284. 
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insolvency of the marquess's affairs, which had gone from 
bad to worse under Lawrie's administration. 

"I see," wroie ihe marchioness to ihis individual in 1695, "a letter of 
youre lo my lonl which gives me very mellencolly thoughts of the condition of 
my lord's fortoUD, and that which meks it stik the more with me that I lynd so 
much of the difcully ihat my lord's afairs hetb run into luged upon the acounts 
of this tow years bygon or therby. I wish you had condesended on eney of the 
onwiser perticuleis in tbes acounls ihet they might heue bene helpt fbi the fewtar. 
... I shell be wcti pleosd, as I'm sbooi my lord will, to tak your adviys in the 
retrinching our familly from the very stabill to the hall. ... I confess nether 
niy peartts nor edwcalion qwallefies me lo underWuid how acounts may be med 
up, and it might be I would heue sad thoughts of them when I considerd the 




Fig. 54.— Seal of Jame'p 2nd Marquesb. of Douglas (1660-1700). 



eastatt of my lord* afairs in the buHk, if I did nolt trust more in your integrity 
in the disdieiging of the inleyr trust you heue, both as a good morrall and 
relligius man, then I woud in bundills of acountts, and it is from Ihut confidans 
I heue in you that you shell ever fynd me reddy to lake your addvys." ' 

Douglas continued to repose blind faith in Lawrie's man- 
agement, "whatever ill people doe say to the contrair,"*' 
' Fniser, iv, 285, > IMJ., 287. 

VOL. II. P 
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and paid no attention to his wife's xvarning about the 
character of his chamberlain. But despite the low esti- 
mate she put upon her own " peartts and edwcation," the 
Marchioness of Douglas had plenty of sound common 
sense, and had no intention of letting the princely domin- 
ions of her husband go to wreck for want of ordinary 
care. She imparted to her father, Lord Lothian, her 
suspicions about Lawrie's honesty, and at last the friends 
of both families, Douglas and Ker, insisted upon an inves- 
tigation, A commission or trust was appointed, consisting 
of the Duke of Queensberry [Ixxxii.], the Earls of Lothian, 
Argyll, Morton, Annandale, and Forfar [ixviii.], the 
Lords Basil Hamilton, Jedburgh, and Carmichael, Sir James 

• Murray of Philiphaugh, Sir Francis Scott 
of Thirlestane, and Sir Patrick Murray of 
Pittidinnes, who undertook sole management 
of the estates for nine years. Lawrie was 
discharged at once, although Douglas 
persisted in believing in his honesty; an 
allowance of 12,000 merks a year was 
'fh^M*" ^^"' settled on the marquess, in consideration 
of his divesting himself of all his estates 
favour of his only surviving son, the 
Earl of Angus ; and the commissioners set themselves 
to the task of redeeming a debt of £240,000 Scots. 
Siieof ^" order to do so, the historic castle and barony 

TMtiUon, of Tantallon had to go to the hammer in 1699, 
' and were bought by Sir Hew Dalrymple of 

North Berwick, President of the Court of Session. Finally 
Douglas himself, convinced of the fraudulent dealings of 
Lawrie, admitted to the Duke of Queensberry [Ixxxiii,] that 
he had been deceived, and consented to proceedings being 
taken against his late chamberlain for " his grosse, male- 
verse, and deceitfull dealing."' 

Life, which had dawned so full of promise for this 
Douglas, closed grey and drear on zsth February 1700. The 
one tender place in his heart had been occupied by his 
' Fraser, ii. 437, 



the Marchioness 
Mary (f. l69S)- 
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eldest son, Angus [Ixxiii.], about whose protection from 
danger he was but too solicitous. When Angus 
Mw^ies^* fell in battle, just as he reached manhood, the 
asth Pebruanr marquess had little left to live for besides his worth- 
''~' less self. He was buried without the customary 

pomp beside the great ones of his race, Archibald the 
Grim, and the rest, in the chapel of St. Bride, leaving few 
to deplore his departure. His second wife survived him 
for six-and-thirty years, and applied her sound business 
faculties to the education of her son and to nursing the 
family estates. 

By his first wife. Lady Barbara Erskine, the 2nd 
Marquess of Douglas had but one son, James, Earl of 
Angus [Ixxiii], who was sent to England to be 
h^james. ^du^ated by one Mr. Abernethy. Charles II. 
^ogti9, took a kindly interest in the lad, and felt con- 

cern lest his father's embarrassed circumstances 
should interfere with his proper education. 

"Being informed," he wrote to Lord Aberdeen, Chancellor of Scotland, 
** that the Lord Angus is in a private place within some miles of London, and 
haveing a more than ordinary concern in his education, both upon the account 
of his immediat descent from the most loyall and ancient family of Douglas 
(by which so many and signall services have been performed to our royal 
predecessors for many ages), and of the earnest desire we have that, in case of 
his liveing to represent it, he may not in his younger years be corrupted with ill 
principles, we have thought fit hereby to authorize and require you to speak with 
his father the Marques of Douglass, and to know from him to whose care he has 
committed a trust of so great importance to our service and to himself, as is that 
of his son's education, at so great a distance from all his relations, to the end 
that if, upon notice thereof from you, we shall not have reason to be therewith 
well satisfied we may order a better course to be taken in reference to his 
breeding. It is our will and pleasure that you call for from the Marques, and 
transmit unto us, an account of the present condition of his estate, particularly 
of the burden of debts wherewith it stands affected, and of the true extent of his 
yearly rent, both reall and casuall ; as also of the courses (if any be) set down 
for the discharge of these debts, wherein you are to take the assistance of some 
of the nearest relations of that family. For truly we have so great a regard, 
not only to the standing thereof, but also to its continuance in a splendid and 
plentiful condition, as we cannot but highly concern ourselfe in the right manage- 
ment of their fortune." ^ 

"Am I not the father of my people ? " asked Charles 

* Fraser, iv. 45. 
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on a well-remembered occasion, and in truth this King, 
who never said a foolish thing [never less so than in this 
admirable letter], did many less wise ones than the action 
he took in following the matter up. Recognising the 
importance to the Constitution, as it then stood, of the 
careful training of the heads of great historic houses, he 
ordered the Scottish Treasurer to pay ;£200 sterh'ng a year 
for the education of young Angus. True, his Majesty may 
have neglected to satisfy himself of the sufficiency of the 
Scottish revenues to bear this and other charges which he 
laid upon it in the liberal exercise of his prerogative, and 
Sir William Fraser hints that it is doubtful whether much 
of this grant ever reached its object; but at all events the 
intention was good. 

James Vll, and ri. confirmed his brother's grant, and 
Angus was much at his Court ; nevertheless at the Revolu- 
tion he exerted himself in support of William of Oran^ 
and offered to raise a regiment of 1 200 men 
^^^J,^^ from his father's tenantry in Uouglasdale. His 
Regimeot, offcT was accepted: on 14th May 1689 Angus 
took post as colonel at the head of the new 
corps paraded on the Marquess's Holm on Douglas Water. 
. Known at first as the Angus Regiment, it received after- 
wards the title of " Cameronian," and, numbered XXVi, 
in the British Army, won ^high renown in Marlborough's 
campaigns, at Corunna, Sevastopol, Lucknow, and in 
Africa.' 

The Angus Regiment took immediate part in the 
operations in Scotland during the months following its 
embodiment, but not under its young colonel. The 
Marquess of Douglas, unwilling that his only son should 
be exposed to the fortune of war, sent him back to 
finish his education in London. But Angus, though only 
eighteen, had notions of his own ; the part of a needy 
Scots gentleman in London was one he had no mind for; 
and he was thoroughly aware of the necessity of looking 
out for an heiress for the restoration of his family to their 
' Its picscot designation is "The Cameroniins" (Scottish Kifies). 
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proper position. So on 26th December 1689 he wrote 
his views at great length to Lawrie of Blackwood, the 
unfaithful steward. 

"I have wrote to my fiilher fully about my going abroad neil sprii^. I 
assure yow all my friends here are very fully satkfyd that it will be much Ibr my 
advanlage more then anything I can doe, and I do not doubt but both my Lord 
and yow wilt be of the same opinion, Ibr its impossible I can expect to settle 
myselfe here now any way ; and as I know by experience the way I live here, 
with only one servant, and making no great appeaiance, as in my cloathes and 
the like, has been a hindrance bilhcrto to that. ... So I am sure it will be 
much more probable to expect a match after I have been abroad a year or Iwa, 
where I am certain I can live cheaper then I could doe here after this coimder- 
ablie, and Ihal I come to know the world a little more, and be known. If, 
when I come home, my Rither can allow me two or three hundred pound to 
make a figure with here for some few months, I say it is much likelier 1 shall 
get a fortune that way then by living here privately as I do now, by which 
people take notice of the lowness of the family, and think it to be worse then 




— Signet and Signature of James, Lord Angus, son of James, 
2nd Maiqucss of Douglas {/; 1693). 



The marquess offered no objection : on the contrary, 
he approved of a plan which should take his son far from 
^^^ j^ Great Britain ; for although Bonnie Dundee had 

HaiiaDd, fallen at Killiecrankie, still the war-cloud stooped 
'*'°' low on the land. So King William's leave was 

obtained, and Angus hied him to Utrecht " to know the 
world a little more." 

Before he had been there many weeks, echoes began 

to reach him of uncomely comments p,assed on the colonel 

who allowed his regiment to go to the front, while he 

sauntered secure in academic groves. The said regiment 

' Fraser, iv. 2S4. 
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was serving in the Netherlands against the Grand Monarque. 
Angus wrote home to his father in January 1692, begging 
his permission either to join it or to return to obscurity 
in Scotland.' What reply Douglas made is not known, 
but Angus, all inexpert though he was in tactics 
steintitk, ^^^ interior economy, took command of his 
jrdAurnit regiment, and fell at its head in the battle of 
Steinkirk, where Wilh'am III. was defeated by 
the Marechal Luxembourg. 

Not many years ago the officers of the Cameronian 
Regiment erected a memorial of their first colonel in the 
shape of a bronze statue by Mr. Brock. An admirable 
and impressive piece of work, it stands on a green knoU 
a^iove the Marquess's Holm, to the west of the village of 
Douglas, and represents the young lord standing with 
one hand extended over the glens and uplands of the 
Upper Ward whence he drew his recruits.' Not often 
does a sculptor succeed so worthily in treatment of his 
theme. 

Of the two sons of the 2nd Marquess of Douglas [Ixxii.j 
by his second wife. Lady Margaret Ker, the elder, William, 
only lived a few months. The younger, Archi- 
bald, born 1694, succeeded at the age of six 
_ itDuke y^^'^^ ^^ S^^ marquess. Under his father's will, 
ofDQDiiu, his mother became his guardian jointly with his 
<«94-.7«>- grandfather, the Earl of Lothian, the Earl of 
Morton, Lord Jedburgh, and Lord Charles Ker. In 1703 
Queen Anne created the boy Duke of Douglas and 
Marquess of Angus. She showed the same anxiety as had 
been felt by Charles II. for the proper education of the heir 
of this ancient house, and paid ;t400 a year out of the 
lordships of Dunbar and Ettrick for this purpose. The 
Marchioness of Douglas, assisted by the other guardians, 
carefully nursed the estates, but the first quarter of the 
eighteenth century was a period of extreme commercial and 

'Original in Riddel Collection [No. IS], AJvocates' Library, Edinbu 
quoted b; Fraier, ii. 463. 

' See frontispiece to this volume. 



IzxiT. Atclii- 



Uirqaeit 



r 



n 



THE ONLY DUKE OF DOUGLAS 231 

agricultural depression in Scotland, and the reduction of 
debt on the Douglas estates was a slow process. Accord- 
ingly in 1 7 10, when the duke was sixteen, the Governor of 
the Leeward Islands was directed by the Queen to pay him 
an additional pension of ;£^500 a year. Such transactions 
read strangely in our day, but for long after the Revolution 
of 1688 it was considered essential to the security of the 
Crown and Constitution that territorial magnates should be 
bolstered up and shielded from the indignity of narrow 
means. In this instance Queen Anne's bounty was a 
singularly bad investment, as time was to prove. 

Meanwhile the young duke's hereditary privileges had 
been closely watched by his guardians, who obtained from 
the Scottish Parliament before its dissolution in 1707 an 
act confirming and securing them; in conformity where- 
with the duke carried the crown when the House was 
closed for the last time, and deposited it in Edinburgh 
Castle. 

It does not lie within the scope of the present work to 
carry the detailed narrative beyond the date of the legisla- 
tive union of England and Scotland, save so far as to trace 
the general descent of lands and honours held by the 
Douglases into the hands of their present holders ; but this 
duke's administration of his affairs had such important effect 
upon the fortunes of his house as to call for more than 
passing notice. Of parts originally somewhat less than 
moderate, and afflicted with an unruly temper, he made no 
handsome figure in the history of his country, although in 
1715 he assembled and trained three hundred of his 
tenantry, who garrisoned Douglas Castle and town, while 
he led the gentlemen of Lanarkshire to meet the Duke 
of Argyll at Stirling for the suppression of the Jacobite 
rising. He served on Argyll's personal staff at the 
battle of Sheriffmuir, and charged with the cavalry as a 
volunteer. 

His mother's ability was inherited in far more liberal 
measure by his only sister. Lady Jane Douglas [Ixxv.], 
whose chequered career has furnished material for more 
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Aan one volome.' Bom in 1698, hady Jane grew into 
a beautiful and witty girl, and had nian>' suitors, 
t, including the Dukes of Hamilton and Atbol, 
*' ''"" the EarU of Hopetoun, Aberdeen, and Panmure. 
But she would none of tbem, dioo^ng instead the young 
Earl of Dalkeith [afterwards 2nd Duke of Buccleucfa], to 
whom she was duly betrothed in 1 7 20. But there happened 
to be another Lady Jane Douglas at this time, daogbter of 
the 2nd Duke of Queensbeny [txxxiii.], the object of tender 
solicitude &om her sister-in-law, wife of the 3rd duke — 
Prior's Kitty Hyde. This Duchess of Queensberry had set 
her heart on Dalkeith for her sister-in-law, and prevailed so 
well that a tetter, purporting to come from her betrothed, 
was handed by a stranger to the other Lady Jane, informing 
her that he could not fulfil his pledge to her owing to a 
previous attachment " Mr. Somervill," runs a letter to 
Lord Royston from Dalkeith's grandmother, the Duchess 
of Bucclcuch, "has acquainted you with my disapointment 
in the marage of my grandson, her nobil grace of Queens- 
bury I imput it to, becaws she has the same fait which 
some others have in this worald — more powr than they 
deserve." ' 

Dalkeith was married to the Queensberry Lady Jane 
on 5th April 1720, while the Douglas Lady Jane, deeply 
wounded, set out with her French maid for Paris, 
i-u^lAoe disguised as a man, intending to bury her affront 
toFcucc, jji ^ convent. She was quickly followed by her 
mother, the Marchioness of Douglas, who managed 
to dissuade her from carrying out her full purpose The 
Duke of Douglas also went to Paris, after fighting a duel 
with Lord Dalkeith, and induced his sister to return with 
him to Scotland, 

About five years after this, a mysterious tragedy took 
place at Douglas Castle, involving the death of Captain 

' LcttiTs of the Right Hon. Lady Jaiie Danglas. London, 1767; Dorantk, a 
Sfanith fa/t, by James Boswell. London, 1767 ; Ths Fati of Julia, an elegiac 
poem. London, 1760, 

' Rtd Beak »/ GrawUuUy, by W. Ftaser, [L 307. 
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John Ker, a natural son of Lord Mark Ker, and an intimate 
friend of the Duke of Douglas, The circumstances remain 
very obscure, but there is no doubt that Ker fell by the 
hand of Dougias. 

Wodrow states that Ker had tried to deliver the duke 
from the improper and malign influence of White of Stock- 
Murder ot ^'"'SS' °f whom more presently, and told him 
c«puiBjohn that it was unbecoming that he should entertain 
'^"'*' such a fellow on terms of intimacy. "The poor 
duke," says Wodrow, " for many years had been crazed in 
his brain," and revealed to Stockbrigg what Ker had said. 
Stockbrigg persuaded the duke that this was an insult which 
could only be wiped out in blood, and so worked upon his 
feeble mind as to induce him to go to Ker's bedroom, where 
he shot his sleeping guest and afterwards stabbed him twice 
in the breast' A different explanation of the cause of the 
murder is given in C. Kirkpatrick Sharpe's MS. notebook, 

"Archibald, the first and last Duke of Douglas, *-as a person of the most 
wretched intellect— proud, ignoiaol, B.nd silly ; passionate, spiteful, and unforgiv- 
ing. He possessed a handsome form, and was much about court in the early 
port of his life, where Lady Jane, his sister, made a conspicuous ^guie, being a 
creature of much beauty and sweetness, and drew him into a duel with the Earl 
of Dalkeith, whom she jilted on a romantic punctilio concerning one of his former 
amours. Some years after this. Lady Jane commenced a Sirtatlon with a cousin- 
Eerman of her own, a Captain Kerr, of the Lothian family ; and the duke, who 
was as jealous of his sister as if she had been his wife, or perhaps thought that 
she was about to degrade her family [concerning which they all made a ridiculous 
clamour on every occasion) by an unequal match, resolved to get (o the bottom 
of the affair, lie watched the young man the night before his departure from 
Douglas Castle so nanowly that he saw him enter Lady Jane's dressing-room in 
order to bid het farewell, and, fired with the most diabolical rage, repaired to 
his own apartment, and, seizing a pistol, wailed until Captain Kerr should return 
to his chamber and go to tied. The unhappy young man had scarcely done so, 
when this Gend entered the room and, pulling down the bed-cloaths, shot him in 
the side with a deep and mortal wound," ' 

The law was aheady stronger than of yore, yet not 
strong enough to bring to justice tiie chief of Douglas. 
Still, the duke found it prudent to go into hiding in 
Holland for a while. He was back at Douglas, however, 

' Wodrow's Analida, iii. 208. 

=■ C. K. Sharpe's Cerrespendtnce, i. 200, note. 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



234 

in 1726, and, as no proceedings were taken against 
conttnned to live there qnietly for some years. Hitherto 
be had been on terms of the warmest affection with his 
sister. Lady Jane ; bat {ram this point they became some- 
what cstianged. Tor she lived with her mother at Merchiston, 
near Edinburgh, while the duke remained in retirement at 
Dot^lllas. Still his testamentary dispositions to " my dear 
sister JeanEe," which he continued to make down to 1726, 
were followed by other provisions for her comfort on the 
death of their mother in 1736. But in 1738 the estrange- 

meat became an open quarrel The duke, in a 
^BHniiwttk ^' °^ passion, had beat one of his dependants; 
Utiitte. from the gossip started fcy thU unseemly incident 

arose a rumour that proceedings were about to 
be taken against him for the slaughter of Captain Ker. 
So when Lady Jane heard that her brother was about 
to leave his retirement and visit Edinburgh, she sent an 
express begging him on no account to do so, as his 
appearance in public at that particular time might lead 
to trouble. This letter, though written with the kindest 
intention, gave deep offence to the duke, who paid his visit 
to Edinburgh, and returned to Douglas without seeing his 
sister. 

Unluckily this weak and irritable peer had fallen under 
the influence of the worst of advisers tn the person of 
one White of Stockbrigg. This individual had his own 
ends to serve, and was working for a reward from the 5th 
Duke of Hamilton, who was nearest collateral male heir of 
the Duke of Douglas. Stockbrigg, who lived constantly at 
Douglas Castle, was persistent in his efforts to persuade 
Douglas to alter the succession to his estates in favour of 
the Duke of Hamilton. But inasmuch as Douglas had 
settled in 1726 all his estates upon his sister, failing heirs- 
male of his own body, he was hardly likely to yield to 
Stockbrigg's persuasion so long as Lady Jane and he were 
on affectionate terms. It became, therefore, the object of 
Stockbrigg and certain accomplices to poison their patron's 
mind against his sister, just as Lawrie of Blackwood had 
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sowed dissension between the 2nd marquess and his first 
wife. Stockbrigg persuaded the duke that Lady Jane was 
scheming to get him put under restraint in order to obtain 
possession of his estates ; that the mob which had insulted 
the duke in Edinburgh, where he had become extremely 
unpopular, had been led by Colonel Steuart, who had been 
paying his addresses to Lady Jane ; and that the intention 
was to kidnap him and carry him off to St. Kilda. 

A life of retirement in the gloomy halls of Douglas, 
solitary, save for the never-failing company of " Stockie," 
had warped and narrowed an intellect never very elastic, 
and rendered jealous and suspicious a nature never parti- 
cularly sweet. Stockie easily convinced the duke of his 
sister's malevolence, with the result that he refused to hold 
any intercourse with her. 

The next one hears of the duke is in the '45, when he 
played the part of unwilling host to Prince Charlie, who, 
Prince ^^ ^^^ way back from Derby, lay at Douglas 

Charlie at on Christmas eve. The duke's influence, such as 

Doofi^las, 

Mth Decern- it was, had always been given to the Hanoverian 
*^*745. cause; the discipline of Prince Charlie's High- 
landers had not been improved by the failure of the 
expedition ; they did a lot of damage in the town, and, 
when they marched away, carried with them from the 
castle, among other things, the Bruce's sword with its 
apocryphal inscription.^ The Duke of Athol wrote civilly 
to express regret for the damage done to Douglas, " the 
more particularly that anybody of my family has been so 
instrumentall in these outrages : his disloyalty and ingrati- 
tude to the King, the part he has acted by me, and now, to 
crown all, his tratement of your Grace, must render him 
odious to everybody." * Yet many for whom the exemplary 
Duke of Athol and the insignificant Duke of Douglas are 
now colourless shades, still dwell with tenderness on the 
memory of the warm-hearted Lord George Murray. So truly 
wrote Th^ophile Gautier : " Apres la ntort des fronts obscurs 

' See vol. i. p. 64. The duke recovered the sword after CuUoden. 
^ Fraser, iv. 290. 
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I iaibamtmt ; pcmr Us mms, la posUrUi- — t^tst la mmH ; pour 

\.fo Mitns — ^eit ttmrffre' 

Daring the days of their affection, Douglas had often 
jirged his sister to many. Some time before her mother's 
,1^^^^^^ death. Lady Jane, who bad refused almost more 
La^r Ju* wealthy suitors of the hi^Kst rank than she could 
"'"- ■'*" niuab^ on the fingers of both hands, lost her 
heart to John Steuart, second son of Sir Thomas Steuart 
of Balcaskte, one of the lords of Session. Steuart, having 
been "out" in the 't;, had left the coontry and entered 
the Swedish senice, returning to Scotland somewhere before 
1735 with the rank of colonel In 1736 he was of the 
mature age of nine-and-forty, yet this dainty lady (who, 
be it said, was then eight -and-tfairty), accepted his offer of 
mairiage, and they were formally betrothed. But the 
engagement having been interrupted by a serious misunder- 
standing, what followed is best described in Steuart's own 
words to his son, Archibald Steuart-Douglas, written a 
few months before his death in 1768: — 

"I Uun met with a strong tiA unexpcMed diock from dear Lai^fJaDc, wlud 
*as — soiding me back monj hriSes she had voachttfed to lecdve from me, 
mthmt giving any lasaa ; aad from that tiinc [I] was farHd «oca&, and had 
no retam to Ictten 1 sent het be^ii^ to know in wlial I had oBendcd, ai I 
could not accoie myself in thoi^t, word not deed. In sbon, on this unhappy 
turn I left Scotland, unable to be vherc ^tt ni while banished from her 
piesence. Aflet ten yean ahsenre I was obliged to return on the death of 
L<Md Royslon, lalber of my first wife, as my son sncceeded to his fommc 
Very loon after, I had the honoiu of an obliging message from l^y Jane, 
telUng me that very soon after my leaving Scotland she came to knmir that the 
had done me injustice, that she would acknowledge it publicly if I chose, ox the 
undeserved shock was known ; mfin, I was allowed to visit her as fbimeriy, aad 
in about ten months aflci she honinued me with her hand." ' 

They were duly mairied in 1 746, but secretly, as Lady 
Jane feared the displeasure of her brother, the duke, who 
hated Steuart as a Jacobite and Papist, and might, in 
consequence, have stopped her allowance. This would 
have been a serious blow to the couple, for Steuart's 
means at this time were of the slenderest. To avoid 
■ Original at Douglas Castle, quoted by Fraser, ii. 488. 



1 



LADY JANE'S MARRIAGE 237 

notice they left Edinburgh separately, meeting again at 
Huntingdon, whence they travelled to Harwich. Here 
they were joined by the Chevalier Johnstone, Prince 
Charlie's aide-de-camp, who, after the wreck of the Jacobite 
cause at Culloden, had found concealment in Drumsheugh 
House, near Edinburgh, Lady Jane's residence after 
her mother's death. From Harwich they sailed for 
Holland, Johnstone passing as Lady Jane's servant, and 
there they lived till the following April. All this time 
their marriage was kept secret from their friends, a most 
imprudent proceeding, as it turned out to be afterwards. 
But in 1748 their true relationship had to be declared, in 
view of Lady Jane's approaching confinement. She gave 
birth, in Paris, on loth July 1748, to twin boys, whose 
parentage was subsequently the subject of one of the most 
famous causes ever heard in court — the great Douglas case. 

John, 20th Earl of Crawford, being on the Continent 
at this time seeking relief from the suffering caused by a 
wound received at the battle of Krotska in 1739, made 
great friends with Lady Jane and her husband, and under- 
took to make known to the Duke of Douglas the fact of 
his sister's marriage, and the birth of an heir to the Douglas 
estates. Unluckily the duke was more than ever under 
the influence of his evil genius " Stockie," who easily 
persuaded him that Lady Jane was endeavouring to foist 
spurious children upon the succession. Douglas's only 
reply to the announcement was made by cutting off the 
allowance of ;6^300 a year which he hsid hitherto paid 
his sister. 

Now although Colonel Steuart had reversionary 
prospects as heir - presumptive to Grandtully, he was 
absolutely at the end of his means at this time. He 
and his wife had been subsisting entirely on her allowance ; 
when that was withdrawn, the gallant colonel had to go 
into confinement in the King's Bench [for they had 
returned to England at the end of 1749], and Lady 
Jane appealed to the prime minister, Mr. Pelham, for 
assistance. "Presumptive heiress of a great estate and 
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fainlly, with two children, 1 want bread.'* A 
letter from the representativ* of the greatest house 
Scotland* An allowance of /^JOO a year was settled 
on Lady Jane by George (I.; handsome enough, con- 
sidering what an incorri^bte Jacobite her husband had 
been ; she herself was received at Court with marked 
consideration, while all manner of influential folk bombarded 
the duke with remonstrance upon his heartlessness. " Dear 
Mr. Steuart," wrote Lady Jane, with quaint forma]it>', to 
her husband, locked up in the King's Bench prison, " you 
may Judge how low money matters are with me at present, 
by this most scurvy, poor half-crown I send you. I'm quite 
ashamed of it, and to conceal it from my servants, 1 have 
enclosed it well wrapt up in the pretty little money- 
box, which ought to contain gold ; wish to Heaven 1 
could send of that useful but rare metal with us. This 
poor bit of silver I send just to procure you a little 
rappee." * 

In I7S2, leaving her luckless husband in prison, she 
took her two boys with her to Scotland, in the vain hope 
_^ . _ of touching her brother's heart. The duke not 
rtaubuob- only refused to see her, but expressed a wish 
**■'"*■ that the Duchess of Hamilton should not return 
Lady Jane's call. Finally, in desperation, she determined 
to beard the baron in his hall, and in April 1753 took 
her two sons to Douglas, When Greenshlels, the duke's 
major-domo, told his master that his sister and nephews 
were at the gate, poor weak - wilted Douglas began 
anxiously to devise means for their lodging. All might 
have gone well, but, as in all his difficulties, the duke 
sent for the rascally Stockbrigg. The result was that, 
finding his patron in a melting mood, and resolved at all 
hazards to prevent a meeting between him and his sister, 
Stockie left the room, locked ihe door behind him upon the 
duke, and sent a peremptory message to Lady Jane to the 
effect that she could not have admittance. Leaving her 
children in Edinburgh, she travelled back to London, where 
' Fruer, ii. 49S. ' Ihid., li. ;oo. 
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she heard shortly afterwards of the death of little Sholto, 
younger of the twins. 

The shock broke the mother's heart. She returned 
to Edinburgh, only to die on 22nd November 1753. An 
Death of cxpress was sent to the duke at Douglas 
Lady Jane announcing his sister's death, informing him 
D^^u^ that her means would not suffice to pay her 
aandNov- funeral expenses, and asking him to defray 

ri753. tijen^ ^t first his Grace (Lord! what irony 
sometimes lurks in ceremonial titles) flatly refused 
to spend a penny; but the messenger, Mr. Matthew 
Brown, a writer in Edinburgh, represented what a 
scandal would be caused by such conduct, and at last 
the duke grudgingly signed an order for the burial of 
his sister in Holyrood Abbey, on condition that it was 




Fig. 58. — Signature of Lady Jane Douglas (1746^1753). 

carried out cheaply. Mr. Brown was leaving the room, 
when Douglas called him back and said, " Remember ! 
if either Lord Haining or Mr. Archibald Stuart suffer 
that boy [meaning Lady Jane's son] to be present at 
Lady Jane's burial, it will be the last thing they shall 
do for' him," or words to that purpose.^ 

About Lady Jane's true character there never has 
been — there never will be — agreement in opinion. " She 
is mentioned," says C. K. Sharpe in his notebook, "in 
Mrs. Heywood's Utopia in no very flattering terms. She 
was suspected of being prone to gallantry ; and it was said 
that she had a child by Lord Mansfield, who afterwards 
proved so favourable to the cause of her son." 

Lady Jane's death left her husband in woful plight. 
Besides the wife whom he adored, he lost the allowance of 

^ Brown's evidence for the pursuer in the Douglas case. 
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/ 300 from the King. All that be bad to malatain luRi 
and his son withal, was a trifling sum annually from his 
brother. Sir George ; and so things went on till Sir Geoi^e's 
death in 1759, when Colonel John succeeded to the baronetcy 
and estates of Grandtully. In 1762, being then seventy- 
five, Sir John Steuart married a third wife, the Hon. Helen 
Murray, daughter of the 4th Lord Elibank, and died at 
Murthly in 1 764, leaving as surviving issue only his son 
Archibald, the elder of Lady Jane's tuins. 

No sooner was Lady Jane beyond reach of either kind- 
ness or cruelty than the Duke of Douglas was seized with 

remorse for his treatment of her. This was 
„,,j,^ ' brought about, it is said, by the perusal of a 

memoir of his sister, written by herself, which 
came to light after her death, and which conrinced hira 
how deeply she had been wronged. In after years, and 
especially during his last illness, he frequently referred to 
the loss of his " dear sister Jeanie," alternately praying that 
God might forgive Stockbrigg, Lord Dundonald, and Mr. 
Archibald Stuart, who had turned him against her, and 
cursing Stockbrigg, who had locked him into his room 
to prevent his receiving her when she came to Douglas. 
Nevertheless he continued in refusal to acknowledge his 
nephew Archibald, who, Stockbrigg and his fellows had per- 
suaded him, was a child stolen in Paris to impose upon him. 
After Lady Jane's death he made several different wills, all 
intended to cut Archibald out of the succession. But in 
HuTietHiM '7S^ ^^^ duke, being then three-score-and-two, 
Petgia Doat- married Margaret, daughter of James Douglas of 
'"*■ Mains in Dumbartonshire, a cadet of the house 
of Morton.' " She was good-looking," says C. K. Sharpe, 
" though not handsome, with an eccentric and coarse 
manner, not devoid of wit, a manly courage and most 
enterprising temper. She resolved to marry his Grace, 
impelled by ambition, and a wish to mortify the Hamilton 
family, whom she hated with all the cordiality imaginable ; 

' The first Douglas of Mains was Nicholas, xoti of Sir John Douglas, the 
Knight of Liddesdsle's brother, who was assassinated io l3So. Malcolm 
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and, repairing to a small inn near Douglas Castle, by 
flattery and pretending to wish for his opinion concerning 
some law affair, contrived to get access to the duke, who 
first sent her a love token of an ancient piece of family 
plate, and finally married her to the surprise of all Scotland. 
On being questioned by sortie of her friends how she 
dared to wed a madman, she answered that when she 
pleased she could be as mad as he. She went to Douglas 
Castle to be married in a hack-chaise, with the clergyman. 
When they arrived at the Douglas Bum it chanced to be 
in spait^ and the post-boy refused to drive through, but the 
lady held a pistol to his head, and he proceeded. She 
was wetted above the knees, and in that pickle married. 
She related the story herself, saying she was a very draggled 
bride. She burned down Douglas Castle to make the 
Duke go to Edinburgh." ^ 




Fig. 59. — Signature of Margaret Douglas, Duchess of Archibald, 

Duke of Douglas (1764). 

The duchess ardently championed the cause of young 
Archibald Douglas, vowing that he was the duke's right- 
ful heir. This irritated her husband so much that within a 

Douglas of Mains was hanged and quartered in 1584 for complicity in the Raid 
of Ruthven [Pitcaim, i. 142]. The last male heir was John, who died in 1705, 
whose daughter married a Campbell of Blythswood. Her second son James 
inherited Mains and took the name and arms of Douglas of Mains. Margaret, 
Duchess of Douglas, was daughter of this James, and left money to purchase 
lands to be called Douglas-Support, imder the condition, approvdi by Lyon 
King, that the heirs succeeding should assume the surname of Douglas^ and 
cairy the arms of Douglas of Mains, " with the addition of a woman trampling 
a snake under her feet, and supporting a child in her arms crowned with laurels." 
Obviously the child represented Lady Jane Douglas, but it is left to conjecture 
whether the snake was meant for falsehood in general, or the Duke of Hamilton 
in particular, her opponent in the great Douglas case. 
^ C. K. Sharpens Correspondence ^ i. 201, note. 
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year of their marriage they separated, the duke allowing his 
duchess a munificent annuity of ;C2SO, on condition that she 
should never see or speak to him except on his express 
invitation. The separation took place by deed on 6th 
March 1759,^ but on 6th August following they made up 
the quarrel, and another deed was executed, under the terms 
whereof they were re-united,^ and kept house together during 
the rest of the duke's life. 

But " Miss Peggie," as she had been called before her 
marriage, was a woman of spirit, and insisted upon the dis- 
inherited heir getting his rights. She had been a beauty, 
too, in her younger days, and people whispered, in th^ 
amiable wont, that she acted less from 
motives of truth and justice than from a 
desire to triumph over the Duchess of 
Hamilton — the beautiful Elizabeth Gunn- 
ing.* At all events " Stockie " and his 
V had good cause to rue the day when 
the old duke yielded to stirring Duchess 
Peggie's influence ; she carried her point ; 
the Hamilton intrigues, maintained for so 
many weary years, withered at her touch, 
and in January 1760 Douglas revoked the settlements 
of 1754 and 1757, which destined his estates to the 
house of Hamilton, and made a will constituting his 
nephew, Archibald Steuart-Douglas, his heir, failing heirs 
of his own body.' 

The Duke of Douglas's long years of retirement, if 
they bore no other good fruit, at least resulted in the 
restoration of his fortune. Between 1 742 and 1 760 
he bought a great deal of land in Douglasdale and 
Clydesdale, including Craignethan, the original of Scott's 
Tillietudlem, and other estates, which now form a valuable 



Fig. 60.— Signet 
of Archibald, 
Duk« of Douglas 
(1700-1761). 



' Original at Dougis* Casile, tiled by Fraser, ii. 469. 

' Mothec of ihc 7i.h and Sth Dukes of Humilton, upon whom, as heirs-maJe, 
the succession to Ihe Douglu cstalei would have devolved, fjuling ibe cecogmtion 
of Lady Jane's son. 

■ RalBaok ej GraHtUmUy^ by W. Fraser, vol. i. p. cdi. 
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part of the Douglas property.^ Shortly after his marriage 
Doadu ^" ^758 Douglas Castle was burnt to the 
Castie burnt ground, and the duke set to work to rebuild 
down. 1758. j^ jj^ employed the well - known architect 

Adam to prepare plans for a new house in accordance 
with the tradition, proud and prophetic, which told 
that as often as Douglas Castle should be destroyed, 
it should rise greater and grander than before. Adam 
had just finished Inveraray Castle for the Duke of 
Argyll ; Douglas gave instructions for a house on a 
similar plan, but ten feet larger in every dimension. 
The new building never was finished ; the present house 
representing no more than one wing of what the duke 
intended. 

Driven out of Douglasdale by the destruction of his 
mansion, the duke lived during his last years in Edinburgh. 
The 2nd Earl of Shelburne [afterwards ist Marquess of 
Lansdowne] saw him there, and left an interesting vignette 
of this strange nobleman : — 

" In Scotland I suppose I saw the last of the feudal lords ... in the person of 
the last Duke of Douglas. When I was introduced to him at Holyrood House 
by appointment, he met me at the top of the stairs with his hat and sword. Lord 
Dunmore, General Scot (the father of Lady Tichfield), and Mr. John Home the 
poet,^ went with me. He [the duke] spoke occasionally to Lord Dunmore, but 
not much, and did not open his lips to General Scot. When anything was said 
about his family, he nodded to Mr. John Home to narrate what regarded it. I 
happened to say something about the Highlands, which I had misapprehended or 
been misinformed about, at which Lord Dunmore laughed. The duke drew up 
and vindicated fully what I had said, signifying by his manner to Lord Dunmore 
his disapprobation. I told him I had seen a new house he was building in the 
Highlands.' He said he heard that the Earl of Northumberland was building a 
house in the North of England, the kitchen of which was as large as his whole 
house ; upon which the duchess, an enterprising woman, as may be seen from 
the famous Douglas cause, observed that if the Douglases were to meet the Percys 
once more in the field, then would the question be whose kitchen was the 
largest ? Upon this the duke nodded to Mr. Home to state some of the great 
battles in which the Douglas family had distinguished themselves. I told him 
that I hoped to wait upon him in London. He said he feared not, he could be 

* Eraser, ii. 471, note. 

^ Author of DouglaSt a play ; escaped from Doune Castle when imprisonJed 
there by the Jacobites after the battle of Falkirk. 

' Lord Shelburne's topography was evidently somewhat imperfect. 




The Duke of Douglas died on 21st July 1761, ha\-iDg 
left instructions to his executors to buiy him in the bowling- 
green at Douglas. They complied so far ihith 
his eccentrici^ as not to lay him among the 
departed great ones in St. Bride's, but placed 
bis remains in a vault under the new parish 
kirk of Douglas, where at least the ground had not been 
tainted for thb rigid Presbyterian by priestly < 




Fig. 61. — Sigiuluie of Archibald, DukcorDoaglas<i75i), 



tion. The dukedom of Douglas expired with its first 
and only holder, but the marquessate of Douglas and 
the earldom of Angus passed to the Duke of liamilton 
as heir-male. 

Archibald James Edward Steuart-Douglas, sur^'iving 
twin-son of Colonel John Steuart [afterwards Sir John 
inti. Archi- Steuart of Grandtully] and his wife, Lady Jane 
bald Smart- Douglas [Ixxv.], was educated at Westminster, 
[.vrdDoiigia*, and OH the death of his uncle, the Duke of 
v*-'**}- Douglas, in 1761, was served heir to the Douglas 
estates, without any opposition on the part of the next heir, 
the Duke of Hamilton, Soon after, however, an action was 
brought by the Duke of Hamilton and the Earl of Selkirk 
to set aside his title, which was the first step in the famous 

' Li/t af fViUian, Ear! •>/ Sie/iuryu, by Lord E. Fitzmaurice, L la 
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Douglas case. The details of this trial are far too volum- 
_^ ^ inous to be followed here:^ it must suffice to 

The great ' 

Douglas case, say that, after a decision upon the first case by 
X76X-1779. ^j^g Court of Session in favour of Mr. Archibald 
Douglas in December 1762, three fresh actions were raised 
in the following year ; the first by the guardians of the 7th 




Fig. 62. — Signature of Archibald Steuart- Douglas, Lord Douglas (1788). 

Duke of Hamilton, the second by Lord Douglas Hamilton, 
and the third by Sir Hew Dalrymple of North Berwick as 
an heir of line. These three actions having been conjoined 
by the Court, and an enormous mass of evidence having 
been taken, judgment was given on 15th July 1767, by the 
casting vote of Lord President Dundas, against the claim of 
Archibald Douglas. This judgment was reversed by the 
House of Lords,2 who pronounced in favour of Archibald 




Fig. 63. — Signature of Frances Scott, second wife of Archibald 
Steuart- Douglas, Lord Douglas (1792). 

on 17th February 1769. Further actions of reduction were 
continued for ten years longer, when the House of Lords 
finally disposed of the last of them. Archibald Douglas was 
thereafter left in undisputed possession of his heritage, and 

* They may be studied in the Collection of Papers containing the whole pro- 
ceedings, 1 761-1769, printed in one folio and six quarto volumes. 

' It was characteristic of the times, and illustrates the intense interest creiAMl 
by the trial, that while it was in progress, Thurlow, chief counsel for Douglas, 
and afterwards Lord Chancellor, fought a duel with Mr. Stuart, agent in the case 
for the Duke of Hamilton. 
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was elected member for Forfarshire, On 9th July 1790 
Created Lord '''^ position as head of the house of Douglas was 
Doagiusf recognised by the bestowal upon him of a peer- 
^^ ' ''**' age of Great Britain, with the title of ^ron 
Douglas of Douglas. 

Lord Douglas died on 26th December 1827, having 
been twice married — first, to Lady Lucy Graham, daughter 

of the 2nd Duke of Montrose; and second, to 
■6di December Lady Frances Scott, posthumous daughter of the 

2nd Duke of Buccleuch. Of his eight sons and 
four daughters, Archibald, the eldest, succeeded as 2nd Lord 
Douglas, and died unmarried in 1844 in his seventy-first 
year, when his younger brother Charles became 3rd Lord 
Douglas. He, too, died unmarried in 1 84S, the inherit- 
ance and title passing to his younger half-brother James, 
who married Wilhelmina Murray, niece of the sth Lord 
Elibank. James, 4th Lord Douglas, who was a clergyman 
of the Church of England, dying without issue on 6th April 
1857, the title became extinct, and the estates reverted to 
his half-sister, Jane Margaret, Lady Montagu. She was 
born on 2 1st December 1779, and' married, in 1804, Lord 
Henry James Montagu, second surviving son of the 3rd 
Duke of Buccleuch, and grandson of George, Duke of Mon- 
tagu. On the death of his grandfather in 1790, Lord 
Henry became Baron Montagu. He died in 1845, leaving 
four daughters, of whom the eldest, Lucy, married, in 1832, 
Lord Dungias, afterwards 1 1 th Earl of Home. On 1 1 th 
June 1S75, Lord Home received a peerage of the United 
Kingdom, with the title of Baron Douglas of Douglas. He 
died on 4th July 1881, and was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Charles Alexander Douglas-Home, 1 2th Earl of Home, 
2nd Baron Douglas [in the creation of 1875], the present 
representative through the female line of the ancient lords 
of Douglas. 



CHAPTER X 



PACK 



248 Izzvii. Sir William Douglas of 

Dnimlanrig, c, 1 385-1 421. 

249 William Douglas, 2nd lord of 

Drumlanrig, died 1458. 

249 William Douglas, 3rd lord of 

Drumlanrig, died 1464. 

250 William Douglas, 4th lord of 

Drumlanrig, died 1484. 
250 James Douglas, 5th lord of Drum- 
lanrig, died 1498. 

250 Ixxviii. Sir William I>ouglas, 6th 

lord of Drumlanrig, killed at 
Flodden, 15 13. 

251 lii. Sir James Douglas, 7th lord of 

Drumlanrig, 1498- 15 78. 

252 Becomes Warden of the West 

Marches, c, 1553. 

253 Captured by the laird of Wormes- 

ton, 23rd June 1571. 
253 The Comlongon tragedy, 1564. 
255 Ixxxiv. Robert Douglas, Provost of 

Lincluden, c. 1505-r. 1590. 

258 Death of Sir James Douglas, 27th 

December 1578. 

259 Ixxix. Sir James Douglas, 8th lord 

of Drumlanrig, died 161 5. 

260 Slaughter of Drumlanrig's sheep, | 

1615. I 



PACK 

262 Ixxx. Sir William Douglas, 9th 
lord of Drumlanrig, 1st Earl of 
Queensberry, died 1640. 

262 Dispute between Drumlanrig and 

Cashogil, May 1 62 1. 

263 Drumlanrig is raised to the Peer- 

age, 1st April 1628. 
263 His death, 1640. 
263 Ixxxi. James Douglas, 2nd Earl of 

Queensberry, died 1 67 1. 

265 Ixxxii. William Douglas, 3rd Earl 

and 1st Duke of Queensberry, 
1637-1695. 

266 Appointed Justice-General, 1680. 
266 And Lord of Session, 1681. 

266 Created Marquess of Queensberry, 

February 1682. 
266 Appointed Lord High Treasurer, 

1 2th May 1682. 
266 Created Duke of Queensberry, 3rd 

February 1684. 
268 Ub dealings with the Covenanters, 

1682-1685. 
272 Perth and Melfort bring charges 

against him, 1685. 

272 Fall of Queensberry, 1686. 

273 His death, 28th March 1695. 



In order to trace the descent of the Dukes and Marquesses 
of Queensberry, we have to go as far back in the line of the 
Black Douglas, as James, 2nd Earl of Douglas [xii.], who 
was slain at Otterburn in 1388, leaving two illegitimate 
sons — Archibald, who founded the line of Douglas of Cavers, 
and William, upon whom he bestowed the barony of Drum- 
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IxxvU. Sir 

DDUglks or 
Dnim]&arl£, 
c. i,»s.i«i. 



Unrig,' an outlying part of the ancient earldom of Mar. 
The 1st Earl of Douglas [xL] had succeeded thereto on the 
death of his brother-in-law, Thomas, Earl of Mar ; and the 
association is maintained to this day by such local names 
as the Mar Burn, Mar Park, etc. 

William, ist lord of Drumlanrig, was knighted before 
October 1405, when he received a safe-conduct from 
Henry iv. to proceed to England with four-and- 
twenty horsemen in his train, " to do feats of 
arms," and " sauvely to due! and pas agatne 
foroutin destroublance, question or demande for 
ony actiouns of det or borowgang and als wele in walit 
townis als [wit] houte," until the ist March following.* 
There were great joustings and tiltings that winter in Lon- 
don, and Sir William travelled in company with many of his 
kin, namely, Archibald, Earl of Wigtown [xvii.], and his 
brother, James, whose father, 4th Earl of Douglas [xvi.], was 
absent from his English prison on parole at the time ; Sir 
James Douglas [xxxi.], " son and aire" to the lord of Dal- 
keith ; Sir William Douglas of Nithsdale [xv.] ; James 
Douglas, younger son of Archibald the Grim [xiii.], besides 
other knights, many of whom went as hostages for the 
parole of their chief, the Earl of Douglas. 

In 1407 Sir William was again in England, this time 
himself a hostage for the earl, with sixteen other " chivalers." ^ 
Thenceforward his life continued a very active one ; he was 
continually passing to England, either as a commissioner 
for truce, as a hostage, or on diplomatic business. For 
instance, in June 1 4 1 2, he conducted an embassy to 
Henry iv.'s Court to negotiate for the release of James I., 
being accompanied by forty knights and esquires, and eighty 
other persons,' On that occasion he obtained from King 
James an autograph charter, written in characters which 
prove that the King was an adept in the art of penmanship, 
by no means a universal accomplishment in the fifteenth 



' OriginaJ al Diumlaarig, cilc<^ by Fra! 
' Bain, iv. 145, 146, 404. 
*/iid.,W. 166. 



/tid., iv. 151, 
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century.^ In 1421 Sir William was serving in France widi 
the Earls of Buchan and Wigtown [xvii.] in support of the 
Dauphin, and was present at the battle of Baug^ on 21st 
March, where the English were defeated and the Duke of 
Clarence slain. But the tables were turned soon after at 
Fresnay-le-Comte, where Drumlanrig lost his banner, which 
was hung by the English in the church of St Mary at 
Rouen. Here, probably, he also lost his life, 
^^^ ea , j.^^ j^ September 1427 he is mentioned in the 

retour of his son to the barony of Hawick as 
having been dead for six years.^ 

Sir William married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Robert 
Stewart of Durrisdeer, and was succeeded by his son 
William William, 2nd lord of Drumlanrig, in whose life- 
Dougrias, time mention first occurs of the castle of Drum- 

and lord of 

Drumlanrig, lanrig, probably built by his father. By an 
died 1458. indenture dated 29th May 1429, William 
Douglas, lord of Leswalt in Wigtownshire, agreed to deliver 
the castle of Drumlanrig to William Douglas, lord of 
Douglas, which he had held from him for ten years, but 
retaining for himself the right of use and free entry at all 
times to the said castle, with many or few, Drumlanrig 
obtaining similar rights of access to his kinsman's castle of 
Lochnaw.^ 

This knight married Jane, daughter of Sir Herbert 
Maxwell of Carlaverock, by whom he had a son, William, 
wiuiam who succeeded his father in 1458 as 3rd lord 
Dougrias, of Drumlanrig. This third William was present 

3rd lord of 

Drumlanrig, at the siegc of Roxburgh in 1460, when James II. 
died 1464. ^2^5 killed " be ane of his awin gunis that brak 
rackleslie in hir schuting,"* and rode with the Earl of 
Angus [xlii.] when he relieved the French garrison in 

^ Fraser, i. icxxii. George Crawford, in his Peerage of Scotland^ pronounces 
this the finest charter he ever saw. 

^ The Scot 1 5 of Buccleucft^ by W. Fraser, ii. 26. 

' Historual MSS.y 15th Report, Appendix viii. p. 10. Lochnaw is now the 
seat of Sir Andrew Agnew, Bart., M.P., whose family have held it since the 
fifteenth century. 

* Pitscottie, i. 148. 
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Alnwick, and withdrew them under the noses of Warwick 
and his army. William married Margaret, daughter of 
Sir William Carlyle of Torthorwald, and was succeeded 
at his death, in 1464, by his son, also named William, 4th 
lord of Drum Ian rig. When the last Earl of Douglas 
[xxiv.] joined the Duke of Albany in his futile 
i>oaKiu.4tb attempt at insurrection in the summer of 1484,' 

loriotDtnm- , : , ,- . , 

UariK, died and issucd a summons to his vassals and 
"od Jnij t4*4- dependants to join him, DrumJanrig not only 
turned a deaf ear to his feudal chief, but joined the King's 
force which was sent from Lochmaben to disperse the 
junei rebels, and lost his life in the skirmish which 

OonEiu, took place on Kirtlebank, His estates passed 
to his son, James Douglas, 5th lord of Dnim- 
iiiedt49S. lanrig, who in 1470 married Janet, daughter of 
Sir David Scott of Branxholm, and died in 1498. 

Sir William Douglas, 6th lord of Drumlanrig [Ixxviii.], 
the son of James, 5 th lord, was infeft in the 
wtuiua barony as his son and heir-apparent on 19th 

tthl^rt^'f May 1493, and later received charters of his 
OnuDUorig. paternal inheritance, namely. Dalgarnock in 
'^* 1500, the barony of Tibbers in 15 09,* and 
the barony of Hawick in 1511. 

In 1504 he became surety for Robert Grierson, one 
of the murderers of John M'Briar, chaplain of Dumfries.' 
Grierson was probably a poor relation or tenant of Sir 
William's brother-in-law, Grierson of Lag, a name much 
to be execrated in coming years by suffering Covenanters.* 
In I 512 Sir William himself was "panel" in a trial for 
slaughter, being charged with slaying Robert Crichton of 
Kirkpatrick, Well for him that his powerful kinsman 

' See vol. i. p. 200. 

* The ruins of the itncimt castle of Tibbeis may still be seen beside the Mar 
Burn in Drumlnnrig I'aik. Its great antiquity has so greatly impressed lool 
historians, that 1 was gravely informed by one of Iheiti that the tower wu built 
by the Emperor Tiberius — whence its name 1 The real meaning of ihe name 
may be found in the Gaelic liobar, a well, which still exists, deep and pereimial, 
within the building, 

• PitcairD, i. 39*. * Sir William's sisiet tnitried Roeet Crierton of L*;^ 



" Bell-the-Cat" [xliii.] was chancellor of the jury, and the 
poet Gavin Douglas [xlvii.] a member thereof. There was 
no doubt about the slaughter, nor, for that matter, about 
the slayer ; but the verdict was equivalent to " justifiable 
homicide," for Crichton happened at the time to be an 
outlaw at the horn,' having been proclaimed not long before 
for waging war on the Maxwells. Drumlanrig therefore 
left the court with no more stain on his character than was 
becoming in a feudal baron, and was spared to die beside 
his King at Flodden in the following year. 

Sir William Douglas married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir John Gordon of Lochinvar, by whom he left two sons 
— (l) Sir James [iii.], who succeeded him ; and (3) Robert, 
f'rovost of Lincluden [Ixxxiv.]. He had two daughters 
also, the elder of whom, Janet, married Robert, 4tli Lord 
Maxwell, and the younger, Agnes, Andrew Cunninghame of 
Kirkshaw. 

In the person of Sir James Douglas, 7th lord of Drum- 
lanrig, was revived for a time the ancient rivalry between 
liL sirjamn *he Black Douglas, whom he represented, and 
Doueiai, 7th his own brother-in-law, the Red Douglas, Earl 
Drumlanrig, of Angus [1.]. Truc, the match, had it been 
U98-.SJ8. single-handed, was no even one, for the earl was 
the most powerful noble in Scotland, and Drumlanrig was 
but a Border baron ; but Angus had many enemies, among 
whom were the Scotts, a numerous clan in close alliance 
with Drumlanrig. Young King James V. was seeking 
every means to get free from Angus's control, and it is 
supposed, when Scott of Branxholm waylaid the King 
and Angus in July 1526, and barred Melrose Bridge 
against their passage, that James himself had been informed 
by the Earl of Lennox of what was coming, and did 
greatly approve thereof. Drumlanrig was with Branxholm 
on this occasion, but the afTair was marred by the interfer- 
ence of a party of Homes and Kers, and Angus carried 
the King off to Edinburgh,* 

Notwithstanding his action on this occasion, when King 
' Pilcaim, i. 77*-8l*. ' See p. 86, anli. 
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James at last escaped fmm Angus, and that nobleman went 
into exile m 152S, Janies Dougiad fUl under the King's 
suspicion as one of a dangerooa fsnaiy. He vas warded 
in Edinburgh Castle, his namesake, James Douglas of Cavers, 
SherifT of Teviotdale, becoming his sarcty that be woold 

not attempt to break his ward' Thereafter little 
WHrfBofthe ^ bezid of him till aboat the year 1550, when 
"■"•^^i he was knighted by the Dnke of Chatdherantc, 

and appointed Warden of the West Marches, an 
office he discharged for many j-ears. 

Like so many great landowners in Dum&iesshire and 
Galloway, Dromlanrig was firmly attached to the Protestant 
form of faith. He subscribed the Boci of Disciplau at 
the Convention of Estates in 1561, and, after Queen 
Mary's marriage to Damley in 15S5, repaired with the 
Master of Maxwell to the camp of Stotay and the iosiir- 
gent lords at Hamilton. Maxwell wrote to the Queen, 
informing her that he had advised the lords to disband 
their troops, but that they had resolved to march to 
Dumfries, there to consider their future course, whereof her 
Majesty should be duly informed. NVlien the King and 
Queen advanced in force upon Dumfries, most of the 
Protestant lords went off to Carlisle, but Maxwell, Drum- 
lanrtg, and Gordon of Lochinvsir remained to meet their 
sovereign, and Mary won them over to her side. Maxwell 
was created Lord Herries, and the Queen returned to 
Edinburgh, to revisit Dumfriesshire only once a^ain, in 
her flight in i 568 from Langside, where Dnimlanrig fought 
against her under the Regent Moray. He is said to have 
been imprisoned in 1566 for complicity in the murder of 
Riccio,* but there may be confusion here with others of 
the name, for the House of Douglas was fully represented 
in that tragedy. His differences with his neighbours were 
chiefly political, but a serious disagreement with the laird 
of Wormeston in 1571 led to unpleasant consequences. 

' PiuaiiD. i, 142*. 

• Diurnal 0/ Occurrtnl!, 97, where H is stited thai Dnimlantig's natntal son 
Jama wu impriionetl aX the same time. 
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Lord Herries, who, as one of Queen Mary's most devoted 
supporters, may be supposed to have had little 
the^iairdof Hking for Drumlanrig, appointed a meeting be- 
wonncrton, tween the parties, and is said to have connived 
' at an ambush laid for the old gentleman, by 
which Drumlanrig was taken and carried off a prisoner by 
Wormeston. Not knowing whether his son. Sir William 
Douglas of Hawick, had been taken also or not, he wrote 
him the following quaint letter from his prison : — 

** Willie, — Thou sail wit that I am haill and feare. Send me word thairfoir 
how thou art — whether deid or levand. Gif thou be deid, I doubt not but 
freindis will let me know the treuth, and gif thou be weill I desyre na mair.'* ^ 

During Drumlanrig's tenure of the wardenry he played 
a part in a melancholy affair, which brought him into 
The Comion- P^pular disfavour for a while. A certain neigh- 
aron tragredy, bour of his, Simon Carruthers of Mouswald, died 
'^^ in 1548, leaving two very young daughters, 

Janet and Marion, as his co-heiresses. In accordance with 
the usage of those times. Queen Mary granted to Drum- 
lanrig the ward and marriage of both girls, a gift of value 
in proportion to the pecuniary consideration which might 
be obtained from suitors selected by the guardian. In this 
instance Drumlanrig's advantage was only prospective, for, 
in addition to the cost of maintaining his wards for thirteen 
years, he had to pay down ;^3000 in cash to secure their 
inheritance. At last, in 1561, Miss Janet, the elder sister, 
being of marriageable age, Drumlanrig explained to her 
that the estate of Mouswald lay so near the Border, and 
therefore " in sa troublus and brokin a cuntre that the 
maist part was ewthir reft and withhaldin fra him [her 
father] or laid waist," that it could not be expected that 
Janet and Marion would get much good from it. There- 
fore in presenting Janet with Thomas Roreson of Bar- 
dannoch as a husband, Drumlanrig contracted with her 
that she should make over to himself her moiety of the 
lands and barony, receiving instead a "tocher" of 1000 

^ Calderwood's History^ iii. 105. 
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merles and other considerations. Janet meekly accepted her 
fate, and is heard of no more. 

But Marion Carruthers entertained precocious opinions 
about women's rights, or, at least, about women's wrongs, 
among which she reckoned the obligation to accept any 
husband which her guardian might choose for her. When 
Drumlanrig explained to her that he had decided that on a 
certain day she should become the bride of John M'Math, 
younger of Dalpedder, and made her a similar offer for her 
interest in Mouswald as had been accepted by her sister, 
Marion told him flatly that she intended to choose a 
husband for herself, and would dispose of her property as 
she thought fit. Drumlanrig appealed to the Privy Council 
to enforce obedience from his rebellious ward, but all he 
could obtain from that authority was an order that should 
Marion marry a traitor or a broken man [there were always 
plenty of both in Dumfriesshire] she should forfeit £2000.^ 
She was also directed to live at Borthwick Castle for a 
while, under the care of Lord Borthwick. The Privy 
Council had as few terrors for this bold maiden as had 
Sir James Douglas ; she snapped her fingers at both, and, 
having put herself under the protection of Charles Murray 
of Cockpool, who lived at Comlongon Castle in Annandale, 
made over to him the share of Mouswald, upon which her 
legal guardian had set his heart. This transaction was 
duly confirmed by Queen Mary [34th June 1564], but 
Drumlanrig succeeded in getting it cancelled as an infringe- 
ment of his rights in the wardship and marriage. 

This last disappointment broke proud Marion's spirit. 
She ascended to the battlements of Comlongon tower and 
threw herself over, " thairthrow," to quote the words of 
James VI., " wilfulHe breking of hir awin crcg and banis, 
quhairof sche deit." * Under the law of Scotland the pro- 
perty of suicides reverted to the Crown, but King James 
bestowed Marion's share of Mouswald upon Sir William 
Douglas of Hawick, Drumlanrig's eldest son. 
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Something must be said about Sir James's younger 
brother Robert Douglas [Ixxxiv.], who played a notable 

, , part in the history of Lincluden, the religious 

Robert house on the banks of Nith which Archibald 

p^^Jrtof ^^^ ^""^ t^"^-] ^^^ reformed and converted 
Lincluden, from an abbey and convent into a collegiate 
ci9osrcts9^ church. Robert became provost of Lincluden 
on the death of Provost Marshall some time after December 
I 546, and, with hereditary instinct, took good care that in 
the approaching ruin of ecclesiastical property, and the 
dispersal of church lands, he, at least, should suffer no loss. 
It appears from the Register Bulk of Lincluden, i S47-1 5^4, 
that on one occasion the seal of the college, which could 
only be lawfully used by the provost and prebendars acting 
as a corporate body, was appropriated by Provost Douglas 
and applied for his own purposes. The prebendars, 
however, had sufficient power to check this dangerous 
irregularity, and insisted on the return of the seal to the 
appointed seal-bearer of the college. 

When the doom of Church temporalities was 
imminent, but before their knell was sounded by the 
statute of I 5 60, Douglas called the brethren together and 
explained to them that, although the legislature could rob 
the Church, it would never touch private property. Peers 
would be cutting their own throats by such an act He 
persuaded the prebendars, therefore, to sign an alienation 
in his own favour of a great part of the extensive estates 
of the college, promising, on his part, to protect their 
worldly interests in the coming trouble. Sir John Maxwell 
of Terregles [better known later as Queen Mary's devoted 
servant. Lord Herries] was bailie of the college ; him also 
Provost Douglas " squared " by promising him the provost's 
beautiful house as a residence, besides various other emolu- 
ments out of the collegiate property. 

The obligation of securing Maxwell's favour was nearly 
fatal to Douglas's scheme, for the prebendars, who had 
meekly signed away the college lands in favour of their 
provost, could not brook to see a layman, however distin- 
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guished, infeft in the mansion of their college. They held 
a meeting, and not only refused their consent to this new 
aggression, but declared that they had been deceived by 
the provost, who, after obtaining their lands, had not fulfilled 
his obligation to protect them, which, as agreed, they had 
set forth in a bond for his seal and signature. 

" Quhairfor my lord, considenuid youi lordschip ' hes nocht selit and sutiscrivii 
the said obligalioun to vs conform lo your lorfKhipis piomis. nor hais as jil 
gciffin vs ony guid deid or thonkis fot our consent till your lordschipis dcsjiu, 
we EuLif the les plesour to hint out conscience foi yoai uiUelull dcsyris, bot ssyis 
with the piopheit, Emciu/ii/iui in melius quia igtmranier /muaviraHS." 

It was too late. The power of the college was under- 
mined ; the close of its existence as a corporate body is 
marked by the last charter of the Register BuiM, which is 
dated 26th January 15G5. It had managed to survive 
the edict of i 560 during five precarious years ; after that, 
the altar lights were extinguished ; the beautiful chime of 
bells was heard no more — the chime which the pious 
founder had directed should always end with three single 
strokes at such interval as should allow a paternoster, an 
ave, and a credo to be said before each. But the provost 
reaped the fruits of his foresight. He set up as a country 
gentleman at Greenlaw, one of the alienated estates of the 
college; and when the Annexation Act was passed in 
1 5 87, whereby all former Church endowments were declared 
to be Crown property, it contained a special clause excluding 
the Lincluden lands from this enactment, and declaring 
that — 

" Not withstanding the said annexation appoynled lo take cfTect at the 
Feast of Maitine-nies niit lo cum, that Maister Robert Douglas. Trovest of 
Lincluden, and [William] Douglas, sonnc lo the Laird of Dmmlangrig. his succes- 
BOUT, sail bruik the fruiles, ptofites, and dewties of the said Proveslrie daring 
their lifetimes in the same maner as they did befoie. And alswa latifiea and 
■pprc«vis the provision maid to [William] Douglas, sonne to the laiid of Dnun- 
la^rig. of the Provestrie of Lincluden, and that the Act of Satisfaction sal b« 
extended in his bvour. dedaiing the said provision to be sulJicieDt for bruiking 
■nd joysing of the said Provestrie and haill proriies Ibeteof, nolwiihstaQdii^ 
quhatsumever acts, constitutioncs or lawes, civil or municipall, maid in the 
trur dispcnsand therewith ami effect theitof." 

' Tbe piovosi wax styled ' ' my lord " by courtesy. 



DUBIOUS CHARACTERS 257 

So good and comfortable a thing it is to have powerful 
friends at court ! 

Provost Douglas was of a temperament and habits 
that made such friends peculiarly useful at times. [n 
1571 he was indicted on a charge of taking part in 
Arran's conspiracy of the previous year for the recall 
of Queen Mary, and, failing to appear, was denounced 
as a rebel and put to the horn. He escaped punishment 
by turning Protestant Seventeen years later, when 
a very old man, he was charged with complicity in the 
murder of Sir Robert Maxwell of Dinwiddie. Again 
he failed to answer the summons, upon which Lord 
Sanquhar went bail for him, and nothing more came 
of it. 

Of another Douglas who obtained an interest in 
Lincluden during Provost Robert's lifetime it profits not 
to say much. William Douglas younger of Baitford or 
Pinzerie was a grand-nephew, some accounts say a son, 
of the provost. Anyhow, he proved an unmitigated ruffian, 
though he married Agnes, sister of John, gth Lord Maxwell, 
showing that his position was such as should have saved 
him from bringing his name into utter degradation. 

In 1610 this William Douglas, being feuar of Lincluden 
in right of his father, James Douglas of Pinzerie, was 
arraigned before the High Court of Justiciary upon a 
"dittay" containing many counts: first, that in company 
with John Cunninghame his servant, and about a score of 
"deboischet" men, he dragged out of his house at the 
Brigend of Dumfries one Thomas Softlaw, a burgess, and 
slew him ; second, that at the same place, but on another 
occasion, he set upon and slew Edward Maxwell of Cros- 
toun; third, that when Greir, a swordslipper, one of his 
accomplices in the last-mentioned crime, had been "tane 
with the bludie hand " and lodged in prison, Douglas brol^e 
the prison, released Greir , and carried him off to his hoiise 
of Lincluden ; fourth, that when Lord Herries attempted 
to carry out the Council's order for the arrest of Douglas 
on account of his association with a proclaimed rebel and 
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Gocabw, the pr o pe rty at hn cnn 
DnMMluwig, tben Provost of LmhIuJu. 

Provot Do«ebs «m jntly miEip 
KpotaUe relative, and vowed be vndd hncyoHBC I 
(Irotmed, or at least driven oat of llic countiy. 
reallMl^ that be had gone too &r, resolved to throw >iiti»wTf 
on tut Icfamnan's oieTCy, and a pretQr picture has been 
pmerved oS hb going to Greenlaw so early in the manuDg 
that the Provost was stUI " lyand tn his bed. aod Pcnzeric, 
pulling off his breiVis and s c ha nkis ,' fell down upon his 
bair knees before the Provost, craving God and him for 
pardoun and forgiveness." Perhaps the Provost wonld have 
winked hard and let the culprit escape; but the ami of 
the law was stronger than of yore. Pinzerie was tried 
before the Justice-depute, and, albeit there were two of the 
name of Douglas among the jury of fifteen, he was con- 
victed on all the counts. Thereafter he was taken to the 
Mcrcat Cross of Edinburgh, where first his right hand was 
■truck olT as a penalty for theft, and then this inglorious 
Douglas was hanged on a gibbet.' 

Sir James Douglas [lii,] died in i 578, when the parson 
of Cummcrtrecs, Sir John Tailzeour,* drew up an 
juM* Doot- inventory of the muniments in his charter -chest, 
'"'bu''^ and in doing so prefaced it with an interest- 
ing summary of what Sir James had done for 
the property. 

"The Bukt nff ihe Irmwiloure of ihc haill cuidcnlis of James Douglas of 
UnimUnrlg, KnychI, quh> ileparlll to God the ixvij day of December, the yeii 
of (iod l^V'lsKvli) yein i quh« wes M>me in the ycir of God I™ four 
hiindrelh fuor »coir »»iij yeiris, and levit te llie space off foure scoir yeiris or 
Ihalrtiy | qutui belldrl the hiiiil hou* and pdlice of Drumbnrig, and conquein * in 

' Long li(»c, ' Pilcaim, iu. 90-95- 

' Piriih clersymeti commonly boic ihc honotoiy piclii "Sir." 
« Obtoitied. 
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propiitie the w lib. land of Aidocht, Knoktoune, Altoun and Cratie, within (he 
Aid baconie, the hous and toure of Hawik, and conqueist the Sowtre landis in 
Hawik, and cofl and conqueist the xlviij lib. landis of Ros, the xx shilling land 
of Glcnmaid, and beildit ihe place and touie of the Ros ; and olsim conqueist the 
halff of the nyne scoir merk landis of Mmiswaid entendand lo four scoir ten mc(k 
landis ; Teformil the Toure of Mouswald ; and alsua conqucisl the tucnlle melk 
land of Kiikhope and Qi;hitecampe, and beildit the hous and Toure of Kirkhope 
and the hous and toure of Locharben, and alsua coft ane meik lande of Polva- 
doche of the baroole of Grenane, marcheand with Poskcochl on the hcid of ihe 
Water of Skar," etc. etc." 

Sir James had thus raised his family to a very high 
degree of influence in the south-west of Scotland. He was 
twice married. His first wife was Margaret, daughter of 
George, Master of Angus [xlv.], by whom he had three? 
daughters, Janet, Margaret, and Nicholas, who all married 
into good Border families — the husband of the eldest being 
Sir William Douglas of Cashogil ; of the second, John 
Jardine of Applegirth ; of the third, John Johnstone of that 
Ilk. From his first wife Sir James obtained a divorce i 
before 1540, when he married Christian, sister of the 2nd 
Earl of Eglinton, by whom he had one son. Sir William of 
Hawick, who died during his father's life, and four daughters. 

This Sir William Douglas of Hawick married Margaret, 
daughter of Sir Robert Gordon of Lochinvar, and left by 
ixjtix. Sir ^^^ "" °"'*' ^°"' J*"i^^ [Ixxix.], who succcedcd 
jameiDonB- his grandfather [lii.] in 1578. A somewhat 
(rfDnan^- stormy life he had of it, being on bad terms with 
ke, died lOth some of his neighbours, notably with one of the 
nearest of them, Thomas Kirkpatrick of Closebnrn, 
descended of him who gave the deathblow to the Red 
Comyn in Greyfriars' Church. Kirkpatrick being sheriff- 
depute of Dumfries, and Drumlanrig heritable bailie of the 
regality of Morton, their jurisdictions clashed. On 37th 
March 1591 Drumlanrig came with an armed force to 
Penpont, where Kirkpatrick was holding a court, and 
violently took away a prisoner undergoing trial for thefl 
and slaughter. For this offence Sir James was suspended 
from discharging his office as bailie of Morton.* Later in 
the same year, Robert Douglas of Cashogil became surety 

' fHiioriml MSS., ISth Report, App. viii. 5, ' Pitcaim, i. 259, 
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in jCsooo that Sir James would not molest Klrkpatrick, 
and in 1593 both Sir James and Kirkpatrick served on 
commission appointed to restore peace between the Max 
wells and the Johnstones after the battle of Dryfe Sands. 

But the most notable affair with which his name is 
associated arose out of a question about the possession of 
How pas let, near Hawick, About the year 161 4 this estate 
came into Sir James's hands, probably by " wadset " or some 
other form of legal diligence. It had long been the property 
of the Scott family, one of whom, known as " the Lady 
Howpaslet," fiercely resented this intrusion of a Douglas, 
and took remarkable measures to prevent his enjoyment of 
the possession. No family in Scotland was more closely 
bound together as clansmen than that of Scott. Under a 
bond between the chief, Sir Walter Scott of Branxholm, 
laird of Buccleuch, and all others of the name of Scott, each 
man was specially bound to respect and defend the " room " 
or possession of eveiy other member of the clan. Even the 
chief himself, were he accused of encroaching upon his 
neighbour's land, had to submit to the judgment of four 
persons of the name of Scott. Douglas, who was lord 
superior of the town of Hawick, in the very heart of the 
Scott country, was not amenable, of course, to 
I the provisions of this bond, but Lady Howpaslet 
.hMP, ,6.i. jetermined that he should feel its full effect. She 
summoned the Scotts to a meeting in Hawick, over which 
she and Jean Scott, tenant of Satchells, presided, and there 
arranged measures to prevent Douglas stocking his farms. 
Four dauntless rascals were chosen, namely, " George Scott, 
cordiner in Hawik, 'the Souter,' callit Marwnes GeordU; 
Walter Scott, sone to Braidis Andro ; Ingrem Scott, and Jok 
Scott, callit the StukUr" ; and did their work so thoroughly 
as to shock the public sense of humanity even in those 
heartless days. 

" It it of veritie," runs the ditiay upon which Iheie woithies were aftenrards 
iricd, " that sic is Ihc perverse dispositioun of dyvcrsc pcisones, (juha, prefcning 
thair awiit prival grudgi:, and revenge ariysing thaiiupouo, 10 the dew fcucrance 
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asd obedience of his Majesties authoritie and lawis, ccissis nncht to prosecute and 
follow fiiithe ail godle^ and indirect meanis to cfTecIuat thair malice, b<^ sic tnon- 
suuous and vnhard of crevrallie as llie lyk qiihaitof hes nnchl bene hard 
amangist ihe wyld tiisch and savadge people, let be within any rerormel and 
ciuile pairt of his Maiestie's dominioim : and namelie, the pcisonEs paiticuleitie 
■boue writlin, 6t the insligalieuu, na dout, of mm penimcs p/^-rilltr qiia/itie and 
mndilioHn nar thame selgis," etc. etc. 

Jock the Suckler turned King's evidence, and swore 
that Lady Howpaslet had given him instructions that the 
laird of Drumlanrig's sheep were all to be slaughtered, 
and, in accordance with her instructions, he met the others 
at EIrig burnfoot "in the glomeing" of an April night; 
whence they all went up to Howpaslet, and began the 
bloody work — " maist barbaruslie and inhumanely, as 
savadge and crewall beistis, destitute of naturale reasonc, 
with thair drawin suordis and vtheris wappones forsaidis, 
ran throw the haill flok of scheip, slew, lamct and menyet ^ 
to the number of threscoir ^ of the said scheip, quhairof 
fouretie or thairby war slane, be streiking of thair beidis 
and cutting thame in tua throw thair bakis, and the rest 
of thame, thair spaldis^ and legis wer strukin away fra 
thame in maist barbarous manor, and war sa left spreuJeing 
in thair deid-thrawis * vpone the grund." ^ Jock the Suckler 
saved his neck for the time being by turning King's 
evidence ; the rest were hanged. But the Suckler, being 
" wanted " for something else, was clapped promptly in 
gaol upon a chaise of sheep-stealing committed four years 
previously, convicted a few weeks later by a jury whereof 
nine out of fifteen were Armstrongs, unfriendly to the 
Scotts, and hanged on 21st June 1616." Lady Howpaslet 
got off scathless, and, what is more, carried her point, for 
the lands of Howpaslet soon afterwards were again in 
possession of the Scotts, and have remained so ever since. 

Sir James Douglas did not live to see justice done 
upon the Scotts, for he died on i6th October 161 5, leaving 
his eldest son William to take active measures against the 

' Maimed, ' Three score. 

' Shoulders. * Sprawling in death slruggte. 

■ Pilcaim, iii. 380-396. ' Ibid., iii. 396. 
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malefactors. Unluckily, in this as in so many 
instances of Scottish justice, condign punishment fell upon 
the instruments of the crime, while the designers and 
instigators went free. 

Sir James married Mary, daughter of the sth Lord 
Fleming, and had issue — (i) Sir William Douglas [Ixxx.], 
who succeeded him as 9th lord of Drumlanrig, (2) James 
Douglas of Mouswald, (3) David Douglas of Ardoch, 
(4) George Douglas of Pinzerie, and two daughters. 

In the year 1G17 James VI. and 1. indulged what be 
iji^ gi^ was pleased to call his " salmond-like instinct,*! 
wiUiam and, after fourteen years' absence, revisited I 
^J|^J5^ land of his birth. Reaching Edinburgh in I 
DramiuriE middle of May, he made the return journey 1 
QnnDtbecry. England by the west coast, and on 31st JuS 
died f64s. arrived at Drumlanrig as the guest of 
William Douglas [Ixxx.]. 

In 1 62 1 occurred a dispute between Drumlanrig : 
his kinsman Sir Robert Douglas of Cashogil about some" 
matter unknown, in which Thomas Coupland in Cashogil 
lost his life, an4 Robert Douglas, son of Sir Robert, his 
ear. Both parties were "dilaitit" on a charge of 
betweea assembling the lieges and " beiring, weiring and 
schuiting of hagbuttis and pistolettJs " ; to which 
s added in Drumlanrig's " dittay " a charge of 
having slain Couplafld and demembered Robert 
"of his left lug."' In the charge against Sir 
Robert Douglas were included his said "demembered" son, 
and thirty-two others ; while seventeen persons were accused 
along with Drumlanrig, including his brother James of 
Mouswald,- his bastard brother John of Killievarrene, 
four other Douglases, and three Johnstones. But in 
"gentle King Jamie's" days, justice, except for witches 

'Lug = eac. * 

'James Douglas of Mouswald was an old ofiender, foi in I Gig he had been 
denounced lebel, and put lo the horn lot felling to appeal 10 answer a ehaige 
of having slain John Camitheis of Dormonl, " with scholtis of hagbutU and') 
[Hstolettls, uithin the dwelliug'hous of Johnne MundalUs in ToitfaoiTe]l,"i — 
Pitcftim, iii. 472. 
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and nonconformists, was plentifully diluted with mercy, at 
least for those who could afford to pay for it. The judge 
in the case was ordered by the Lords in Council to postpone 
it, '' becaus, be mediatioun of freindis the saidis actiones ar 
liklie to pak up and agrie, and that no forder truble be had 
amangis thame thairintill." ^ 

When Charles I. came to the throne Drumlanrig rose 
in the world, being created, in 1628, Lord Douglas of 

Raised to the ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ Tibbers, and Viscount Drumlanrig. 
Peerage, A further Step was granted to him in 1633, when 
ist pnii King Charles, eight years after his accession, 
went through the ceremony of coronation in Edinburgh, 
and conferred a number of peerages. Drumlanrig now 
became Earl of Queensberry. He died in 1640, having 
had by his wife Isabel, daughter of Mark Ker, 1st Earl of 
Lothian, four sons and two daughters, namely : — 

(i) James, who succeeded as 2nd Earl of Queensberry 
[Ixxxi.]. 

(2) Sir William Douglas of Kelhead, whose eldest son, 

James, was created a baronet of Nova Scotia 
during his father's life, and whose great-great- 
great - grandson succeeded in 1810 as Sth 
Marquess of Queensberry. 

(3) Archibald, who received from his father the estate 

of Dornock. 

(4) George, died unmarried. 

(5) Margaret, married James Johnstone, ist Earl of 

Hartfell; and 

(6) Janet, married John, 2nd Lord Kirkcudbright. 

The first appearance of James, 2nd Earl of Queens- 
berry, is in 1645, when, in company with his kinsman, the 
ixxxL James Marquess of Douglas [Ixxii.], he travelled to join 
Douglas, Montrose after the battle of Kilsyth. Their 

and Earl of * 

Queensberry, party was attacked by Baillie's Covenanters; 
diedini«7i. Douglas escaped, but Queensberry was taken 
and lodged in Carlisle. Douglas, Hartfell, and others tried 
to bribe the governor of Carlisle to release his prisoner, and, 

^ Pitcaim, iii. 500. 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 

failing to do so, " did threattcn those who wer accessory to 
the apprehending of the said Earlc of Quenisbery with no 
les nor rwine." For this conduct Douglas was heavily 
fined by the Committee for Money and Processes, and 
Queensberry himself had to pay a penalty of 120,000 
merks. In 1C54 a further exaction of ;f4000 was laid 
upon him by Cromwell. Thus he suffered heavily in a 
cause to which he contributed little effective support, hesi- 
tating, like other royalists, too long before throwing in 
his lot with Montrose, on the eve of that great soldier's 
overthrow at Philiphaugh, Queensberry died in 1 67 1, 
having been married — first, to Lady Mary Hamilton, 
daughter of the 2nd Marquess of Hamilton, by whom he 
had no children ; and second, to Lady Margaret Stewart, 
daughter of the Earl of Traquair, who bore him four sons 
and five daughters. 

(1) William, who succeeded as 3rd Earl of Queensbeny 

[Ixxxii.]. 

(2) James, lirst a lawyer then a soldier, and colonel of 

the Guards in Scotland; died at Namur. 

(3) John, killed at the siege of Treves in 1673. 

(4) Robert, killed at the siege of Maestricht in 1 67 6. 
Of the daughters, Lady Henrietta Douglas married in 

1 676 Sir R o bert Grierson of La g, the terror of Covenanters 
and the original of " Redgauntlet." Grierson's estate was 
greatly impoverished by bis extravagance, and he sent one 
of his sons to practise as an apothecary in Carlisle. "God 
I ye!" was his parting blessing, "ye'll revenge the 
fecht at Flowden 1 " 

Lady Margaret Douglas married — first, Sir Alexander 
Jardine of Applegirth, and second. Sir David Thoits. 
Lady Isobel married Sir William Lockhart of Carstairs. 

"Lady Margaret Jardine," notes Kiikpitrick Sbirpe, "and Lady Kstherinft 
Douglas were celebrated for their penurious dispositions. Lady Margaret woald, 
for a penny, cany people across the river Annan on her shoulders, and sil fiH 
days awaiting passengers, if there was a fair or other publick meeting at Loekerbft 
This sevcttkl of her descendants have told me, as also that she generally worft 
nothing but rags. Vet when she went to Rockhall In pay a visit lo 
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Lady Henrielta, she carried tome articles of what she deemetl linery ir a bundle, 
and used lo inquire al a cottage near the house if Ihe Eaiid (Sir Robert} was at 
home. If answcied in the affiimative, she sat down under a tree and made hei 
toilet. If Lag happened to be absent, she would say, ' My cockups'll no gae on 
the day,' and repair to her sister in her usual costume. Cockups was a son of 
high cap which at one period gave much offence lo the godly. 

"When Lady Margaret's nephew James, second Ehike of Queensberry, 
leuded in Holyrood House, she paid him » visit in her wonted dishabille. The 
centinel at the gate mistook her for a beggar, and pushed her back I'ery rudely ; 
but the duke, who was at Ihe window, called to him to let his aunt pass, lo [he 
man's ercat surprise, no doubt." 

Bom in 1637, William Douglas succeeded his father 
as 3rd Earl of Queensberry [Ixxxii.] in 1671, having 

already, in 1667, been sworn of the Privy 
WQiiam Council, and discharged the office of Sheriff of 

Doogiai. jrd Dumfriesshire since 1664. The family estates 
Duke of had been sorely impoverished by the fines laid 
Is""^*"'' "P°" ^^^ ^"^ ^''' ^y ^■'Sy'l ^""J Cromwell, and 

for that cause Queensberry had been obliged to 
forego the advantage of foreign travel, then considered an 
indispensable part of a nobleman's education. In.stead of 
this, he studied for the bar, and gained thereby a train- 
ing most useful for one in his circumstances, for as soon 
as he succeeded to the earldom, he applied himself 
wisely and resolutely to restoring the revenues thereof. 
At the same time he took a strong line in politics, and 
strenuously supported the Government in the attempt — vain 
as it proved — to suppress nonconformity by violence. In 
February 1678 he wrote to the Duke of Hamilton [Ixvi.] to 
say that he had met with the gentlemen of Dumfriesshire 
as to the bond which all men were required to sign, and 
that all had accepted it except — 

"Some few pilifull persons, inconsiderable both as to parts and interest, and 
the* did'nt poBeteivly deelyn't, bot dcsyrt tyro lo think off ill, which I coud'nt 
grant. . . . Sutch is the greall terror the Hylanders and methods nou taikn 
occasions hear, that Ihe whoill tennenlrie offers what atn bee desyit tho I'm 
sheui nather ihey nor many off ther masters desyn performence. . . . My 
tennents ar within twenty who refeus lo sygne, and ihes beggcrs, tor whois caus 
I (ynd [it) hard the rest, and my whoill interest, suffer, so hav ordert presently 
to seceur what they hav for my bygon rent and turn them off my land or pull 
them in prisson. And its remarkable most ofT ihes ar Annandale peopell, and 
knou no moir off religion or civell depotttnent then bruts." 
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Fortune smiled upon Queensberry through the agency 
of powerful friends, and in 1680 Chancellor Rothes 
obtained for hitn the appointment of Justice-General 
of Scotland, In the following year he was made an 
Appoinud extraordinary Lord of Session, and in February 
juiticc- 1683 was created Marquess of Queensberry, 

Ccoeisl. 1680. „,-,-, , .t. .- , 

and Lord of tarl of Urumlanng, etc. Honours contmued to 

descend upon him in swifl succession. In April 
1683 the Lyon King received a royal warrant to add the 
royal tressure to the arms of the Marquess of Queensberry 
and his heirs for ever; on 12th May this favoured peer 
appointed Lord High Treasurer of Scotland, and 
Governor of Edinburgh Castle on 2 ist September. Finally, 
in February 1684, he was raised to the dignity of duke. 

It must not be supposed that Queensberry had done 
as little to earn these accumulated honours as sufficed later 
to bring the highest rank to his kinsman the 
Duiteof Duke of Douglas [Ixxiv.]. On the contrary; 

ird Febiujuj^ from the moment that the Duke of York [after- 
'"* wards James VII. and 11.] was appointed, in 1682, 

the King's representative in the Scottish Parliament and 
Council, Queensberry became his chief adviser and confi- 
dential correspondent. One side of their correspondence, a 
series of letters addressed to Queensberry, extending from 
1682 to 1685, has been preserved at Drumlanrig, and 
testifies to the great administrative talent and mastery of 
detail which the Duke of York undoubtedly possessed,' 
If the policy of dragooning the westland Whigs into sub- 
mission ever could have been successful, no more effective 
combination could have been found to carry it out than 
York and Queensberry as principal and lieutenant. And 
they possessed an unflinching instrument for the execution 
of their measures, John Graham of Claverhouse [after- 
wards Viscount Dundee] had been in chief command of 
the forces in Dumfries and Galloway since December 1678. 
A true soldier, Claverhouse never questioned the policy of his 
masters ; with that he had no concern ; having undertaken 
' Niueriiol AJSS., ijlh Repoil, App. vJiL pp. r^S-iij. 
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their work and received their pay, he fulfilled his duty faith- 
fully, however odious it sometimes proved to his refined nature. 
In January 1682, upon Queensljerry's advice/ Claver- 
house was appointed Sheriff of Galloway, superseding the 
Whig hereditary sheriff, Sir Andrew Agnew. From that 
date his reports to Queensberry follow in regular succession * 
and are full of interesting matter. In the first of the series, 
Claverhouse indicates his plan of campaign : — 

" 16th Febniary 1682.—. . . I sent yesterday tuo pairtys in search of those 
men yoaz locdship gave me 1 list of ; on of them to a bumll in the Glcncaim, the 
other to the fail at Thornhill : neither of them are yet relumed ; but Sleties tells 
me that the pairty at the burial] miscaried ; tliat he pointed to them on of the 
men, and they took another for him, tbo I had choysed a man to comand the 
paiity that was born their about. They shall not stay in this country but I shall 
have ihem. The first thbg I mynd to doe is to fell to work with all that have 
heta in the rebellion, or accessory their too by giving men, mony or armea 1 
and niitt, recetts,' and after, field conventicles ; for what reniajnes of the lawes 
against the fenatiks, I will threaten much, but forbear sever eicicution for a 
whyll, for fear people should grou desperat and increase too much the number 
ofouteoimys."* 

Well had it been for the Stuart dynasty — well for 
the report of Queensberry and Claverhouse among their 
countrymen at this day — had a little more patience 
been shown with "fanatiks" and the high-spirited people 
thus lashed into rebellion by their rulers. The Indul- 
gence of 1 669 — Tweeddale's Act for the reinstatement in 
their parishes of the more moderate of the ejected ministers 
— had already driven a deep cleft between the sterner 
Presbyterians and their milder brethren ; sectarian spirit 
might have been trusted to complete the work begun by 
this measure of leniency ; discordant elements in the 
popular party, had time been allowed them, would soon 
have worked its dissolution. Unhappily the bishops, 
irritated by seeing the parish churches deserted for field- 
preachings, especially in the west, had prevailed upon the 

' Histerical MSS., ijth Report, App. viil, pp. 157, 271, 276. 

^ Ibid., 264-294. 

' Resets, i.e. petsotis who " reset " or liarbour rebels. 

' HiHarical MSS., lyh Report, App. viii. p. 365. 
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Council in 1678 to require all men to subscribe the Test, 
whereby they bound themselves to abstain from attending 
conventicles. This was precisely the kind of interference 
with the consciences of free men which should unite 
moderates and irreconcilables in common resistance to 
tyrannical authority. 

Hitherto the Covenanters, though carrying arms against 
the royal troops, had professed allegiance to the King. 
Now they rose in open rebellion, and at Sanquhar on 22nd 
June 1 68 1, by the mouth of Richard Cameron, proclaimed 
war against " the man Charles Stuart," as having forfeited 
"all right, title to, and interest in the Crown of Scotland. 
. . . Come what may and hold silent who list, we must 
and will publish the truth of this cruel King, protest against 
his misdeeds, and proclaim in the face of Heaven that he 
has forfeited his claim to the throne and to our allegiance." 
Such was the state of matters with which Queensberry, as 
a high official of the Government, found it his duty to deal. 
The Test was rigorously enforced ; a roll of the parishioners 
was called every Sunday after sermon ; all absentees were 
proceeded against, and, if without valid excuse, were heavily 
fined. Truly, when one reflects upon the length and char- 
acter of Scottish sermons of the old style, it is not possible 
to contemplate with indifference the sufferings of one of 
these compulsory congregations ! 

Cameron was dead, but a new sectarian leader had 
arisen in the person of James Ren wick, who issued a 
new manifesto, termed the Apologetical Declaration, The 
enforcement of the Test, the prohibition of field-preachings, 
and compulsory attendance at the parish churches, were 
sufficient agents to provide Renwick with plenty of ad- 
herents, and in 1684 the Council decided that the Test 
was too wide in the mesh. A new measure for the 
extirpation of nonconformity was devised in the shape of 
the Abjuration Oath, whereby every person was required 
to declare his abhorrence of the Apologetical Declaration. 
The effect was immediate and disastrous. The desolate 
hillsides of Dumfries and Galloway, Ayrshire and Clydes- 
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dale, became populous with refugees, claiming indefeasible 
right to worship God in their own fashion, and to receive 
doctrine from their chosen pastors. To disperse these hill- 
meetings troops were despatched in all directions, and 
officers received orders more stringent than ever. Even 
Claverhouse protested against the harshness of the measures 
to be enforced by him, for what has ever since been known 
as "the killing time" had begun. Writing to Queensberry 
in October 1684 about some new regulations, he says — 

"I said that befor wc sawe that draught we had pioposcd all we Ihoght 
raisonahtc or practicable ; but we conld have easily btc^ht them to scign the 
other, if wc had thc^ht i1 good for anything but to inanair people. However I 
^d it is the opinion of your lordships friends ... if your lordship think fit to 
send it to my brother with order to see it scigned, 1 dout not but il will be don 
. . . and when it is don, I think it should be altered, for it is unjust to desyr of 
others what we would not doe out lelfs. For I declair I think it a thing not 
to be desyrcd, that 1 should be (orbited and hanged, if my tenents wife, tuenty 
mille from me, in the midcst of hills and woods, give mate ' or shelter a 
furtive.'*' 

In another letter to the Duke of Queensberry, written 
from Galston on 3rd May 1685, Claverhouse reports the 
execution of John Brown, " the Christian Carrier," whom 
Wodrow has accused Claverhouse of shooting with his own 
hand. 

" On Frayday last amongst the hilles betwist Douglas and the Plelands we ' 
peiseued luo fellous a great way Ihrou the mosses. ai)d in end seized them. 
They had no annes about them, and dennyed they had any ; but being asked if 
they would take the abjuration, the eldest of [the] tuo called Jolm Brown refused 
it, noi would he swear not 10 ryse in armes against the King, but said he kneu 
no King. Upon which and there being found bullets and ntatch in his house, 
and treasonable peapvrs, I caused shoot him dead, which he suffered very 
unconcernedly." ' 

All through this dreary, shameful time, Claverhouse 
took his instructions direct from Queensberry, who was 
earnest and active enough in putting down rebellion and 
forcing upon the people that form of the Protestant religion 
which Parliament had decreed. Probably many of the 
measures of the Government were distasteful to Queens- 

' Meat. ''' HisH>rictU MSS., isth Report, App. viii. p. ^91. 
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berry, but he knew enough of the Duke of York's secret 
desires to be apprehensive lest, should the Government not 
be supported in maintaining the Episcopal form of Protes- 
tantism, an attempt should be made to force the Roman 
Catholic religion upon the King's subjects. Queensbeny 
was boldly resolute against any suggestion of this kind. 
Rumours were afloat as to James's intentions when he came 
to the throne in 1685. One of his first acts was to 
send for Queensberry and the Earl of Perth, Chancellor 
of Scotland, to confer with him on the stale of affairs in 
Scotland. King James was no stranger to the conflicting 
elements in that kingdom, having been his brother's Com- 
missioner to the Scottish Parliament, and resided in Scot- 
land for many years. Queensberry at once informed 
the King that if there was any design for changing the 
religion of Scotland, he could not make one step with his 
Majesty in that matter.' The King declared that there 
should be no change, and told Queensberry that he was 
going to appoint him Commissioner to the Scottish 
Parliament about to assemble. 

For the guidance of his Commissioner, King James, 
assisted by Perth and his brother, John Drummond [after- 
wards Earl of Melfort], drew up forty-one articles, supple- 
mented by a number of others of later date, indicating the 
subject of the various acts which the King desired his Par- 
liament should pass.* These instmctions were varied and 
comprehensive. While one of them directed legislation in 
favour of the Protestant religion and Church of Scotland, 
another required that all field and conventicle preaching 
should be made punishable by death for the preacher, and 
banishment and heavy fines on the hearers. One instruction 
[supplementary to the first forty-one], referring to legislation 
for promoting Scottish trade and manufactures, was balanced 
by another calling for the total suppres,sion and prohibition 
of the surname of Campbell and M'Allan.* A bill of 

' Burnet's Hillary af kis Own Time, iii. 34. 

' NislgriiaJ AfSS., isth Report, App. viiL pp. 9i>-98. 

* f.e. MscCalain, son oT Colin. The original MacCaUin Moi [or MacaJ- 
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general pardon and indemnity for past rebellion was passed 
according to instruction, but was cancelled by the King's 
order on 25th May, in consequence of Argyll's rebellion. 

Queensberry did his work as Commissioner very 
thoroughly. Of the forty-one articles in his original 
instructions, all but five were passed by Parliament ; of 
twenty supplementary instructions, thirteen passed into law, 
four were rejected or delayed, and three were suppressed by 
the Secret Committee. 

The measures against rebels and nonconformists were 
nothing mitigated under the new monarch. The Secret 
Committee of the Scottish Privy Council had a large num- 
ber of prisoners on hand at midsummer 1685, waiting 
transportation to the American plantations — a penalty 
worse than death, for it involved not only the miseries 
of a long sea voyage in conditions of the utmost discom- 
fort, filth and disease, but also being sold into lifelong 
slavery. In order to add to the sufferings of these 
wretched people, the Secret Committee now required his 
Majesty's consent that every prisoner should lose an ear before 
being driven on board ship. The King having replied that 
" wee doe well approve of the same," the barbarous practice 
became law. Queensberry, as a member of the Secret 
Committee which was responsible for this cruelty, might be 
considered not wanting in severity, but he did not possess 
the same ingenuity as one of his colleagues, James Drum- 
mond. Earl of Perth, Chancellor of Scotland. This states- 
man had invented, at least so Macaulay affirms, a little 
steel thumb-screw, which inflicted such intense torture upon 
unwilling witnesses as to extort evidence infinitely more 
interesting and valuable than even the King's favourite 
instrument, the boot, could produce. This gave Perth and 

lum Mote, ai it is oflen eironeously given by English imtcrs] was Sit Colin 
Campbell of Lochow in the ihirlecnth century. (Jueeiisberiy sneewded in 
getting throuEh Parliamenl ihe Ael suppressing Ihc niimes Campbell and Mac 
Calain, but the King, whose prenigitive wus interpreted as enabling him not 
only to diclftie legisUlion, but to suspend Acts of I'arliamenl, wrote on isl 
June to say he had changed his mind, and thai the clan Campbell was not to 
be suppressed till further notice. 
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his brother Melfort, the Secretary of State, a great pull 
over Queensberry in the royal favour, and this ascendency 
was much increased when both these noblemen declared 
themselves converts to the Roman Catholic religion. They 
had long been plotting the overthrow of Queensberry, 
whose hasty and imperious temper had given them dire 
offence. They now were strong enough to adopt open 
chiTKea measures against him. Melfort drew up a 
as^sttbe " iybell," charging Queensberry with abuse of 
Qnoeaiberr?, his officcs of Commissioner and High Treasurer, 
'"* and laid it before the King, Perth, aware of 

the ancient friendship between King James and the 
duke, hung back at first, expressing to Lord Halifax 
his fear that he might injure himself if he took too 
active a part against Queensberry. " Be of good cheer, 
my lord," retorted Halifax; "thy faith hath made thee 
whole!" To Melfort's charges a thoroughly convincing 
answer was drawn up by Sir George Lockhart,' and the 
King refused to entertain them ; nevertheless, the two 
Drummonds prevailed to oust Queensberry from the 
supreme place in Scotland. Alexander, 5th Earl of 
Moray, great-great-grandson of the Regent, having fol- 
lowed the Drummonds in joining the Church of Rome, 
was appointed by the King his Commissioner to the Scot- 
tish Parliament in place of Queensberry, who was also 
deprived of his office of Lord Treasurer,^ receiving instead 
the appointment of President of the Council. It is to 
Queensberry's lasting honour that he disdained to retain his 
ascendency in the Government, as undoubtedly he might 
have done, by a change of religion. 

The seed sown by Melfort failed not to bear fruit. Six 
months after his appointment as President of the Council, 
Fill Queensberry was removed from office and com- 

Qtuaoaiwiry, manded to remain in Edinburgh until his accounts 
as High Treasurer had been examined and re- 
ported on. This unhandsome treatment by King James of 

t ' HislBriiol AfSS., I51h Reporl, App. viii. pp. 135-143. 

' ' Ls it had been tonnerly. 
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a servant who had grievously strained his conscience in 
carrying out his master's bidding against the Covenanters, 
did not prevent Queensberrj' from loyally supporting his 
King when confronted with the Revolution. But when 
James left England, and the Convention of Estates declared 
the throne vacant, the duke was a party to offering the 
crown to William and Mary. In November 1693 he was 
restored to the bench as an extraordinary Lord of Session ; 
Deathofthe ^^^ ^'^ course was run ; he died on 2Sth March 
Dnkeec iG95) aged fifty-eight years, and was buried in 

a^Mt^b ' Durisdeer church. At the age of twenty he had 
**»s- married Lady Isabel Douglas, daughter of the 

1st Marquess of Douglas [Ixii.], by whom he had issue— 
(i) James, Lord Drumlanrig, who succeeded as 2nd 
Duke of Queensberry [Ixxxiii.]. 

(2) Lord William Douglas, to whom his father gave 

Neidpath Castle and extensive lands in Peebles- 
shire. In 1697 Lord William, who married 
Lady Jane Hay, daughter of the 1st Marquess 
of Tweeddale, was created Earl of March. His 
grandson, 3rd Earl of March, became 4th Duke 
of Queensberry, better known as " Old Q.," upon 
the death of his kinsman, the 3rd duke, in 1778. 

(3) Lord George Douglas, died unmarried. 

(4) Lady Anne Douglas, married David, Lord Elcho, 

eldest son of the 4th Earl of Wemyss. Lord 
Elcho was attainted for his share in the rising of 
1745, and died without issue in 1787. 
The 1st Duke of Queensberry erected a noble monument 
to his own memory in the shape of a new castle at Drum- 
lanrig, which still remains "one of the finest examples in 
Scotland of the quadrangular mansion of the 1 7th century." ' 
The building was begun on the site of the old house about 
1676. The architect's name has not been preserved, 
although the master of the works is known to have been 
called Lukup. The design has been ascribed to Inigo 

' M'Gibbon and Ross's Casttllated and DemislUaltd Anht'ltclun of Scatland, 
ii. 446. • 
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Jones, but that great architect died in 1651. It is said 
that the duke well-nigh ruined himself by the cost of the 
building, and that he slept but one night in his new house, 
retiring next day to Sanquhar Castle, where he afterwards 
lived on a very narrow income. 
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In the person of James Douglas, 2nd Duke of Queens- 
berry, were reunited the two collateral lines of Douglas and 
izxziiL James Angus, for his mother. Lady Isabel Douglas, was 
D^^"'""* ^^^ ^* daughter of William, ist Marquess of 
Queensberry Douglas and I ith Earl of Ang^s [Ixii.]. He 
^Dow!^* was born at Sanquhar Castle on 1 8th December 
»«6»-«7". 1662, and was educated at Glasgow University 
under the title of Lord Drumlanrig. Qn his return from a 
tour on the Continent in 1684 he was sworn of the Privy 
Council and appointed to the command of the celebrated 
regiment of Viscount Dundee. But though Drumlanrig 
was as true a royalist as any of his race, he was also as 
staunch a Protestant. The suspension of the Test Act by 
the direct interference of King James, his appointment of 
Roman Catholics to ecclesiastical benefices, and a number 
of other arbitrary violations of the constitution, were inter- 
preted, not unreasonably, as signs of his deliberate intention 
to restore the Roman Catholic religion in Great Britain. 
Moreover, the hopelessness of dragooning the Scottish 
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Covenanters into conformity, and the fruitlessness of con- 
tinuing the weary work of repression and slaughter, had 
wrought their effect upon the minds of many of the best 
of the Scottish nobles. Drumlanrig, enUghtened, it may be 
supposed, by his foreign travel, was the first Scotsman, says 
Lockhart, to renounce his allegiance to King James, and, 
with the Duke of Ormonde and Prince George of Denmark. 
1 inithi! ^^ joined the Trince of Orange at Sherborne 
Priaceof OH 30th November 1688. Drumlanrig's father, 
'*'*^' ' as mentioned in the last chapter, continued loyal 
to King James until that monarch left his realm and the 
throne was declared vacant. 

Lord Drumlanrig was appointed by William to the 
command of the Scottish troop of Horse Guards, with which 
he served in Scotland against his ancient chief, Dundee, A 
good deal remained of the mediaeval system which recog- 
nised persons of high birth as eligible, irrespective of their 
training, to hold simultaneously military, Judicial, and even 
ecclesiastical office; it is, therefore, not surprising to find 
this dashing colonel of heavy cavalry applying in 1 6go for 
the post of extraordinary Lord of Session, whereof his fatlier 
had been deprived by the intrigues of Perth and Melfort.' 
He did not obtain it, however, at that time, for 
Lord High the old duke, his father, was reappointed to the 
Treajarer. bench in 1 693 ; but Drumlanrig was made a 
Commissioner of the Treasury in 1 692 and Lord 
High Treasurer in 1693, 

On succeeding his father in 1695 as 2nd Duke of 
Queensberry, he attained his desire in becoming extra- 
ordinary Lord of Session, in addition to which he was 
appointed Keeper of the Privy Seal 

Although at this time Scotland was an exceedingly 
poor country, so much so as to make its people a byword 
for indigence, the mercantile spirit was in the very blood 
of the Scots, seeking an outlet as soon as the clash of arms, 
with which the country had rung almost without cessation 
during four centuries, should be silenced. Accordingly, 
■See vol. li. p. 272, 
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THE DARIEN BUBBLE 2;? 

when William Paterson, one of the founders of the Bank 
TheDiiien °^ England, and Fletcher of Saltoun, one of the 
Scheme «iid ablest and most cultivated men of his day, set 
qoences, afoot a schemc for the colonisation of the Isthmus 
i69s-i7«- of Darien, and explained that the geographical 
position of that neck of land would cause the settlement to 
become the main channel of trade between the East and 
the West, the shares were eagerly taken up ; and although 
the whole circulating medium of Scotland could not be 
reckoned at more than /'600,000 sterling, ;£400,ooo was 
quickly subscribed by the people of that country alone, 
whereof £2 1 9.094 was actually paid up. The company was 
incorporated by Act of Parliament and received a royal 
charter, which seemed to promoters and subscribers to 
constitute a State guarantee. The expedition set out with 
the fairest hopes, and carried with it, not only the con- 
fidence, but the entire fortune of thousands of Scotsmen. 
When, after many months, news arrived to shatter the 
golden dream — when the people learnt that the Government 
had lent no hand to defend the colonists either from the 
ravages of fever or from the attacks of hostile Spaniards — 
when it was told that two thousand seven hundred of the 
emigrants had perished, and that but a handful of survivors 
were seeking their way home — the nation turned its indig- 
nation upon the Government, and loudly claimed redress. 
But King William's rule turned out to be harsher and less 
sympathetic than that of the exiled Stuarts. The bishops 
had been swept away indeed, and the Church of their own 
choice had been set up among the Scottish people; but the 
clergy were doing their utmost to justify the title of 
" phanatiks," so often applied to the Covenanters in the 
official documents of King Charles and King James. 
They insisted upon their right to interfere in the most 
intolerant and arbitrary manner in the private affairs of 
every household ; the slightest resistance to their pertin- 
acious tyranny brought their victims under suspicion of 
being Jacobites, and rendered them liable to heavy fines. 
The Government dared not offend the clergy ; they had no 



278 



THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



Queemberry 



other body of men in Scotland to rely on, for already there 
were busy schemes on foot to bring back King James, and 
the clergy could only be propitiated by diligence in hunt- 
ing out and prosecuting suspects in politics and religion. 
Martial law still rode rough-shod over the land, and King 
William obstinately refused for years to summon the Scot- 
tish Parliament. At last, in 1700, he gave way to the 
prayer of a great petition, and consented to the assembly of 
the Estates on 1 8th May. To this Parliament Queensberry 
was appointed the King's Commissioner, in 
accordance with tlie custom of delegating to some 
Qimmiss'oner P^^"" of distinction and ability the duty of repre- 
lopariisnwnt, senting the Crown in the Scottish Parliament 
during the absence of the Sovereign,' He 
opened the proceedings with a conciliatory speech, under- 
taking to bring in a habeas corpus bill, and to remove many 
disabilities under which Scottish trade lay as compared 
with English. Nevertheless, a motion was carried against 
the Government, declaring that the collapse of the Darien 
Scheme was of national importance, and demanding redress ; 
whereupon Queensberry prorogued the session from 6th 
February till 6th May. When Parliament reassembled, 
Queensberry and Argyll between them managed matters 
so adroitly as to obtain a majority for the Government, 
services which were recognised by the bestowal of a Garter 
upon Queensberry and a dukedom upon Argyll. 

In the first Scottish Parliament of Queen Anne, 

oiDted Queensberry was reappointed Commissioner, 

Seerutatjof and received also the office of one of the two 

K B. .70*. Secretaries of State, Lord Cromartie being 

made the other. 

The Jacobite Opposition at this time was led by another 
chief of the Douglas line, namely, the 4th Duke of Hamil- 
ton [Ixxi.], whose action on the question of the settlement 
of succession to the Crown has been briefly described elsc- 

' Tliis cunstilullunal practice cxisls at this day. a Ix>iiJ High Commit one i 
bcitig appointed in lach year li> iIil' Geni'ral A^&umbly of the Chuich of 
ScotUnd. 
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where,^ but Queensberry also had to reckon with the country 
party under Lord Tweeddale — the squadrone volante, as 
they were called- — whose weight, adroitly managed, should 
suffice to turn the balance either against or in favour of the 
Government. 

Down to this point Queensberry's conduct had been 
straightforward enough. As chief agent in Scotland of 
Godolphin's policy, he succeeded, by help of Tweeddale's 
wing, in carrying through Parliament in 1702 the act 
necessary to establish and recognise the authority of Queen 
Anne. But when this was followed by the introduction of 
a bill of abjuration, the squadrone volante deserted him 
and united with the Jacobite Opposition in resisting it; the 
measure had to be dropped, and Queensberry prorogued 
Parliament on 30th June. In truth, Queen Anne's Cabinet 
were in no hurry to press such extreme measures as should 
increase the power of the Whigs and the prospects of the 
House of Hanover ; the immediate effect of Queensberry's 
vacillation was to stimulate the exiled Jacobites. James 
vn. and II. was dead ; but his son, the Chevalier Saint- 
George, held his Court at Saint- Germain, waiting only the 
most favourable moment for action. The exiled Jacobites 
opened immediate communications with the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, and many of that party who had hitherto kept aloof 
from Parliament now hastened to take their seats. Hamil- 
ton was instructed to use every endeavour to prevent the 
Hanoverian settlement, and a compromise was proposed, 
whereby the return of the Chevalier to the throne should be 
secured, saving the rights of Queen Anne during her life- 
time. To promote this project a close alliance was struck 
between the Jacobites and the Presbyterians, the first con- 
sequence of which was that a bill was carried against the 
Government, abolishing Episcopacy, establishing the Pres- 
byterian religion, and confirming the Claim of Rights, 
Queensberry having refused assent to this measure, the 
Jacobites next had their innings, and the Act of Security 
was passed, declaring that, on the demise of the Queen, the 
' Sec vol. ii, pp. io8-2iz. 
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person *ho should be Sovereign of England should not 
succeed to the throne of Scotland unless Scotland had first 
received redress of the inequalities complained of in trade 
and navigation, and that the independence of her Parliament 
and military forces had been secured. To this Act also 
Queensberry refused to give the royal sanction. Clear in 
his view, and that of the English Government, stood the 
grand object — the union of the Legislatures ; that was the 
end for which every other consideration must be subordi- 
nate, and it was plain that before it could be reached, the 
composite Opposition must be broken up. To effect this, 
Queensberry stooped to use an unworthy instrument. The 
Jacobites in France, greatly exhilarated by the proceedings 
in the Scottish Parliament, had begun active preparations 
for a descent upon Great Britain in the Chevalier's interest, 
and employed Simon Fraser [afterwards Lord Lovat] and 
Captain John Murray to organise a rising in Scotland. 
Fraser, having a private quarrel with the Duke of Athol, 
Lord Privy Seal, treacherously showed to Queensberry a 
letter written, or purporting to be written, by the Chevalier's 
wife to Athol. It is uncertain whether Queensberry was 
deceived or not ; at all events, he also was on bad terms with 
Athol, and lent too easy credence to a tale which not only 
should bring his colleague into disgrace, but should effect 
the ruin also of Alhol's brother-in-law, the Duke of Hamil- 
ton [Ixxi.], leader of the Opposition, To convict Hamilton 
of attempting to bring back a Roman Catholic dynasty 
would drive an irreparable breach between the Jacobite 
party in Parliament and their Presbyterian confederates. 

Accordingly Queensberry took the infamous Simon 
Fraser into his pay as a spy, sending him in 1703, under 
a feigned name, to watch the proceedings of the Jacobites 
in France, and to keep him regularly informed. Fraser 
Queensbenj's^^^ indiscreet, and admitted another conspirator, 
dMigi" Robert Ferguson, to a knowledge of the business, 

Hamilton and who promptly Warned Athol. The whole case 
Atboi, 1703. against Athol was a fabrication from first to 
last ; he had never held any communication with the 
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Jacobites, and had no difficulty in clearing himself by a 
statement which he read before the Queen in Council at 
St. James's Palace on i8th January 1704, demanding a full 
inquiry into Queensberry's conduct, and also that he should 
make reparation for the slander.^ 

Now, although it was easy for Queensberry to show 
that in this matter he had been hoodwinked by Eraser, 

yet in politics to be proved a dupe is almost as 
from*office, f^tol as to be proved a knave. Athol was easily 
1704. and re- pacified, but Queensberry had to give up all his 

offices, and the Marquess of Tweeddale, leader 
of the squadrone volante^ succeeded him as Lord High Com- 
missioner in Scotland. Tweeddale's administration was a 
failure, although the Act of Security was carried a second 
time, and permitted, by the adroit diplomacy of Godolphin, 
to receive the royal assent. Queensberry was now acting 
in close alliance with the young Duke of Argyll, who had 
earned g^eat distinction as a soldier under Marlborough, 
and between them they attracted so much support in 
Parliament as to prove too strong for Tweeddale. In 
1705 Queensberry was restored as Lord Privy Seal, and, 
although Argyll was set over him as Lord High Commis- 
sioner, the younger peer only served, as Lockhart described 
it, to pull the chestnuts out of the fire. 

Thenceforward Queensberry threw himself heart and 
soul into the promotion of the Union. This is no place 
to repeat the history of those stormy years, but it ought to 
be borne in mind that the statesman who should under- 
take this formidable task had need not only of moral 
fortitude and conviction, but of personal courage. The 
Scottish people had never been suffered to forget the art 
of war; in the whole realm there were not at command 
of the Government more than three thousand regfular 
troops ; the Presbyterians, the Highlanders, and the squad- 
rone volante had sunk all difference in resistance to the 
odious proposal to merge their nationality in that of 
England ; a single rash or inconsiderate act on the part 

* Caldwell Papers^ i. 197-203. 
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of the Scottish Oorenunent might array the bulk of the 
pofwtaJJoa in arms against tbcm ; the forces of the Crown 
woold be outnumbered by ten to one ; armed assistance 
iKNiId be forthcocning from France ; all sects and all classes 
^Combcocd to defend the independence of their country. 
Of the nobility, Quccnsbcrry could reckon upon few except 
Argyll, Seaficld, Morton, Mar, and Stair ; with money he 
might have bribed others to his side, but the excessi%'e 
poverty of Scotland and the Scottish Government deprived 
him even of that well-recognised instniroent of statecraft. 
But fortune threw one weighty circumstance into his scale. 
The vigour and skill of one Douglas were rendered doubly 
effective by the indecisioo and maladrcntness of the other. 
It is hardly too much to afHrm that had the Duke of 
Hamilton been at the head of the Government, charged 
with the duty of carrying the Union, and the Duke of 
Queensbeny been leader of the Opposition, bent on oppos- 
ing it, it would not have been in Queen Anne's reign that 
the Scottish Estates were merged in the English Parliament. 
It was Hamilton's maltreatment of his Jacobite followers * 
which enabled the Government in 1705 to secure the 
nomination of Commissioners to anange the treaty of 
union, thus winning half the battle ; and to win the first 
stage of a political contest generally carries the victor 
more than halfway to conquest, so surely does success 
attract support and undermine resistance. 

in the last stage of the parliamentary contest about 

the Union, Queensberry occupied his former position as 

„ Lord High Commissioner, an office which in- 

Aet. MMui volved the double and anomalous dut>- of repre- 

'' senting the constitutional monarch and the head 

of a parliamentary party. When the Scottish Estates met 

for their last session in October 1706, he was master of 

the situation within the House, but it called for no mean 

degree of courage to proceed to use his parliamentary 

majority in the face of the angry aspect of the nation. 

Parliament could only conduct its debates under military 

' See vol, ii. p. 209. 
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protection ; the Commissioner travelled with a strong escort 
to and fro between Holyrood and Parliament House; even 
bayonets and sabres could not shield him from the curses, 
and even the missiles, of the rabble. Personal danger this 
proud duke knew how to despise; rioting, such as broke 
out in Edinbui^h and other towns, had no terrors for him ; 
but it required steady nerves to reflect on what would 
assuredly happen if Athol chose to call out the Highland 
clans, and Hamilton had the courage to rouse the west. 
Neither of these impending dangers befel; amid impas- 
sioned harangues within Parliament and violent agitation 
without, the Union bill took its destined course, until, 
towards the end of July 1706, Quecnsberry — the "Union 
Duke " — signified the royal assent by setting his hand to 
the Act ratifying the treaty of union and dissolving for ever 
the Scottish Estates. 

On 2nd April 1707, just a month before the Act of 
Union should come in force, the King's Commissioner to 
Parliament left Edinburgh for the last time. Never before, 
even in the height of feudal magnificence, had any chief of 
the haughtiest house in Scotland assumed or been invested 
with such a measure of authority as this scion of the 
house of Douglas. Others of his race had ridden forth at 
the head of imposing armies, whether to waste English 
lands or to flout their own Sovereign's authority ; the 
semblance of their power was more imposing than Queens- 
berry's, but the reality was far less. With a modest escort 
of Queen Anne's Horse Guards he rode across the Border, by 
the track where so many of his ancestors had passed before ; 
but neither flaming stackyards nor blackened ruins marked 
the route as of old. He left behind him, indeed, a sullen, 
angry nation, and carried with him the execrations of his 
countrymen; but he was sustained by the conviction that 
he had redeemed his country from the intolerable, incurable 
ferment of petty faction, and united its destiny for ever with 
that of a powerful neighbour. As he advanced through 
England he might draw good augury from the aspect of 
the people. His journey assumed the character of a royal 




THE HOUSE OF DOUGLAS 



A 



progress ; peers, gentry, farmers, and peasants mustered 
along the route to bid him welcome; mayors and corpora- 
tions emulated each other in ceremonial and laborious 
hospitality, until, when he reached Barnet Common, Queen 
Anne's ministers, and many of both Houses of Parliament, 
met the duke and rode with him in procession to London. 

Post equitem ! Queensberry had need at the moment 
of all the preoccupation which political excitement could 
MadDtaiet sffo^d, for upon his own household had fallen 
LoniDnun- the shadow of a great horror. His eldest son, 
K, "707- Lord Drumlanrig, having become a dangerous 
lunatic, was kept in confinement in a cellar of Holyrood 
Palace. During the riots in Edinburgh, which took place 
while the debates on the Union Act were in progress, the 
duke's servants had run out to witness the exciting scenes 
in the streets, and left the lunatic unguarded. He escaped 
from his cell and wandered through the palace, till he came 
upon a luckless cookboy turning the spit in the kitchen. 
Him he attacked at once, killed, spitted, and roasted him 
before his own fire. This unhappy lord survived his 
father, and, had the law then stood as it does now, the 
family honours and dignity of duke must have been in- 
herited by the iunatic. But Queensberry prudently exerted 
the power possessed by peers of Scotland before the Union. 
Resigning into the hands of the Sovereign his dukedom 
and the lands of the duchy, he obtained a re-grant thereof, 
whereby the succession was fixed upon his third son, 
Charles, Earl of Solway, who succeeded as 3rd Duke of 
Queensberry in 1 7 1 1 . 

Queensberry's services in carrying out the Union policy 
of the English Cabinet, received handsome recognition. 
QneeajiberTT Besides a pension of ;£'30oo a year settled upon 
iicreaud hjm out of the revenues of the post-office, he 
Dover. »6ih was raised to the Briti.sh peerage by the title of 
M»y'7^ Duke of Dover, with remainder to his third son, 
Charles, who had already, on 17th June 1706, been created 
Earl of Soiway. In addition to these favours, Queensberry 
also was made joint Keeper of the Privy Seal, and, on gth 
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February 1709, third Secretary of State. This third office 1 

confirmed him in what he had previously exercised, and 
which was by no means the least valuable of his acquisi- 
tions, namely, the chief voice in the administration of 
Scottish affairs, and the entire disposal of Scottish 
patronage. He continued to keep a vigilant eye upon 
Jacobite intrigues. When Nathaniel Hooke came over in 
1708 to arrange for a rising, among other landowners he 
sounded Ker of Kersland, who immediately revealed what 
was in the wind to Queensberry. Statesmen had not then 
acquired superfluous scruples in conducting the national 
business, and Queensberry's advice to Ker was that he should 
join the plot, learn all the secrets of the conspirators, and 
communicate them to him as Secretary for Scotland. That 
Ker did not succeed in carrying out this may be inferred 
from Queensberry's neglect to insist upon the necessary 
military precautions to protect Scotland against a French 
landing. 

The "Union Duke" died on 6th July 1711, having 
survived for nearly two years his duchess, who was a 
Hisdeaih, daughter of Charles Boyle, Lord Clifford, and 
6U1JUI71711. granddaughter of Richard Boyle, 2nd Earl of 
Cork and ist Earl of Burlington, and by whom he had 
four sons and three daughters. He was succeeded as 
3rd Duke of Queensberry and 2nd Duke of Dover by 
his third son, Charles, Earl of Solway, who, by his wife. 
Lady Catherine Hyde, daughter of the Earl of Clarendon 
and Rochester, had two sons — (i) Henry, Earl of Dnim- 
lanrig, who shot himself accidentally in 1745 ; and (2) 
Charles, Earl of Drumlanrig, who died unmarried in 1756. 
On the death of the 3rd Duke of Queensberry without 
surviving issue in 1778, his English peerage expired, but 
the Scottish honours devolved upon William, 3rd Eart of 
March, grandson of the second son of the ist Duke, who 
became 4th Duke of Queensberry. He never married, 
and almost his sole distinction was such as might have 
been attained by any wealthy man about town in a dissolute 
age. As Earl of March, indeed, he did some good s 
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by establishinf; a sound system on the turf, and in bring- 
ing the art of breeding racehorses to i>erfection. When 
George III. became king, he made March a lord of the 
bedchamber, and in 1761 he was elected a representative 
peer of Scotland. Upon succeeding his cousin as Duke of 
Quecnsberry, he took the side of the Prince of Wales, and 
in 1786 was created a British peer, with the title of Baron 
Douglas of Amesbury. A typical "Regency" profligate, 
" Old Q." did nothing in his later years to regain for his 
high rank that respect which he had forfeited in his youth, 

" And thne, insatiate yet with foU;'s sport. 
That polish'd sin-wtitn fiagment of the court, 
The shade of Quecnsb'iy, should with Clennont meet, 
Ogling and hobbling down St. James's Slteei.'' 

The subject of a thousand anecdotes, he endeavoured 
to prolong his worthless life by allowing a liberal fee to his 
French physician, P^re Elisde, for every day he lived ; not- 
withstanding which, one Fuller, an apothecary in Piccadilly, 
sued the duke's executors for j^ 10,000, representing fees for 
9340 visits and attendance on 1 2 1 5 nights, during the last 
ae4fen years and a half of his patient's life. Fuller actually 
obtained a verdict for //SOD. 

In his native country Old Q. is chiefly remembered for 
having ruthlessly felled the fine woodlands round Drum- 
lanrig and Neidpath, to provide a marriage portion for 
Maria Fagniani, whom he imagined to be his daughter, 
when she married the Earl of Yarmouth, The ruin thus 
created fired even Wordsworth to unwonted bitterness : — 

" Degenerate Douglas ! oh, the unworthy lord ! 
Whom mere despite of henrf could so far please, 
And love of ha.voc (for with such disease 
Fame taxes him), that he could send forth word 
To level with the dust a noble horde, 
A brotherhood of venerable trees. 
Leaving an ancient dome and towers like these 
Beggared and outraged." 

Dying in 1810, at the age of eighty-six, he was buried 
in St James's Church, Piccadilly. His immense fortune. 
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amounting to over a million sterling, accumulated in large 
measure by betting and gambling, was divided by his will 
among an immense number of persons. His British peerage 
expired with his life, but Henry, 3rd Duke of Buccleuch, 
succeeded under entail to the Drumlanrig estates, and, as 
heir of line, to the dukedom of Queensberry. The marques- 
sate passed into another line of Douglas, being claimed by 
Sir Charles Douglas of Kelhead, as descended from the Hon. 
Sir William Douglas of Kelhead, second son of the ist Earl 
of Queensberry [Ixxx.], and therefore heir-male of Douglas 
of Drumlanrig. Sir Charles's claim was supported by his 
father-in-law, Henry, Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry, 
and was established in his favour by the House of Lords 
on 9th July 1812. This accounts for the puzzling ano- 
maly of a dukedom and marquessate of Queensberry being 
held simultaneously, as they are at this day, by the heads 
of two diflerent branches of the same family. The con- 
fusion is increased by the fact that, while the Duke of 
Buccleuch and Queensberry is Earl of Drumlanrig and 
Baron Douglas of Kinmont [Kinmont having been, until 
it was recently sold, the principal mansion of the Mar- 
quess of Queensberry], the Marquess of Queensberry is 
also Viscount Drumlanrig [Drumlanrig being the principal 
mansion of the Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry], as 
well as Lord Douglas of Tibbers [Tibbers being part of the 
estate of the said duke].^ It is interesting to note that the 
Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry, who has inherited by 
descent so much of the ancient Douglas territory, is lineally 
descended from Sir Walter Scott, dominus de Buccleuch, 
who in 1463 received from James III. a charter to himself 
and his son David Scott, erecting Branksholm into a free 
barony, in reward for their services " in the rebellion, 
invasion and expulsion of James Douglas and hb brothers." * 

' Another complication maj' be noticed in the fact that the preseni Douglas, 
Eail of Morton, claims (o be 22nd Lord Dilkeilh under the creation by James I. 
in 1401 ; while the Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry is Earl of Daikeilh 
under the creation by Charles n. in 1673, 

- Nisbel's Hiraldry, vol. \. p, 86. 
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Charles, Marquess of Queensberry, was created a peer 
of the United Kingdom in 1833, with the title of Baron 
Solway of Kinmont. At his deatli in 1837 that peerage 
became extinct, and the Scottish marquessate passed to his 
brother, whose great-grandson. Sir Percy Sholto Douglas, born 
13th October 1868, is now 9th Marquess of Queensberry, 
Viscount Drumlanrig, Lord Douglas of Hawick and Tibbcrs, 
*■••>• 

Farther than this point I do not attempt to carry the 
long and chequered chronicle of the house of Douglas, In 
Church and State, in arms and literature, in science and 
commerce, many of its scions have risen to distinction in 
the course of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries ; 
merely to enumerate those who have left their mark on the 
annals of our country would be a lengthy task. Much 
remains for the future historian, for the race retains all its 
pristine energy, now happily directed into law-abiding and 
fruitful channels. Jamais arriere — the motto assumed by 
the Good Sir James in the fiery struggle for national inde- 
pendence, is a proud vaunt and difficult to live up to, yet 
his posterity have well responded to the lofty summons. 

"What's in a name?" Much, it seems; for it has 
come to pass that we are inclined to expect more of one 
bearing that of Douglas than of people with less historic 
surnames, In these pages the virtues of individuals have 
not been inflated, neither have their foibles been screened 
nor their evil doings glozed. The record stands as the 
various actors have left it. They suffered and they made 
to suffer ; they served and they made others to serve. Now 
they rose to the highest levels of patriotism and loyalty. 
and anon sank to the dark and crooked ways of treason 
and dishonour. A masterly, purposeful, ambitious breed, 
their influence cannot have been for ill upon the destiny 
of their country, seeing what a large share of power lay 
ever in their hands ; and no family has furnished more 
material towards the ideal of a Scottish gentleman, 
Sit sine labe beraal 
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_____„ed, ii. I6. 
Abercom, Earl of, ii. 3l8. 
Aberdeen, Bishop of, u. 80, 83. 

Piesidenl of ComDiusioiiers at Black- 
Aberdeen, rebel carls sabscribe con- 
fession of faith at, il 1 73. 
Aberdeen, Robert Bruce near, i. 31. 
Aberdour, i. 159. 
Aberdoui, hospital of Si. Mulha 

founded, i. 338. 
Abemethy, ii. 3, 4a, S'- 

4lh Earl of Angus buried at, ii. 20. 
8lh Earl of Angus (Ivi.) buried al, ii. 

147. 
Given (o Ai^ll, I. 97. 
Abernethy, Sir Alexander de, i. 39. 
Abemelhy, Sir Hugh dc, i. 19. 

Murders Duncan, Earl of Fife, L 21. 
Abernethy, (Sir) Lawrence de, joins 

Douglas, i. 46. 
Abernethy, Nfargarct, wife oF Sir John 

Stuart of Boncle, ii. 3. 
Abernethy, Marjory de, wife of Hugh 

de Douglas, i. 19. 
Abemethy, Sir William de, i. 236. 
Abjuration Oath, ii. 368. 
Act of .\bolilion, ii. 171. ' 

Act of Security passed, iL 379, 381. 
Act of Union, ii. 283. . 

Adiim, architect of Douglas ana Inver- 

aiy Castles, ii. 343. 
Adderley, mitiam, ii. 1S4. 
African Company, 4lh Duke of Hamilton 

promotes, ii. 20S. 
Agazano, Marc Antonio Scoto d', ii. 

188. 
Account of arms of Scoli, i. I3. 

Agnes of Dunbar, wife of Sir James 
Douglas (xxx.), i. 339, 233. 
VOL. II. 



Agnew, Sir Andrew, of LochEiaw, L 

193- 
Agnew, SiiAndrew.Sheriffof Gal loway , 

ii. 367. 
Alan the Steward, i, 6, 16. 
Alasiair, Lord of the Isles, bums 

Inverness, ii. 10. 
Alhan or Scotia proper, L 3, 3. 
Albany, Alexander Stuart, Duke of, i. 
151, 193- 
Assumes lille of Alexander iv., i. 

199; ii. 35. 
Imrigues with Edward iv., ii. 2S, 

30. 
Invades Scotland, 1. 19S, 200 ; ii. 
26. 



Submits to James, ii. 30. 
Albany, John, Duke of. Regent, ij. 56, 
65. 
In Prance, ii. 58, 71, 74, 77. 
Lands in Scotland, ii. 57, 67, 75. 
Partisans ii- 73- 

Seizes TantalTon, Bothwell, and 
Douglas Castles, ii. 69. 
Albany, Murdoch, Duke of, L 142 i ii. 
9- 
Artested with his son Alexander, i. 



164. 
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Builds Tantallon Castle, 

Prisoner in England, i. i 
Alb*)y, Robert, Duke of (&irl of Fife), 
1. 105, 133, :3i ; ii. 4. 

Arrests Rothesay, i. 135. 

At Colder Moor, i. 132, 

Character, i. 141. 

Death, i. 143. 

Friendship with Douglas, i. 140. 

Gturdian of Scotland, i. I3i, las. 
Alutfon, Due d', at Vemeuil, i. I45. 
Alexander ' ' the Fierce," son of Malralm 
Canmoie, i. 3. 
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Alexander ii,, i. zog. 

Dealh uid succesdon, i. i8. 
Alexandei |[|. — 

Captured by Menteith party, i. ig. 

Iksth, i. 23. 

Gains battle at Largs, i. z. 



Min. 



i. iS. 



196. 

Aleicander of Olterbum arrested, i. ] 

AlfotUD XI. of Castile, 1. 6j. 

Alnwick Castle- 
Besieged, L 60 ; ii. 19, 
Buro^, i. 167, 181 ; ii. 14. 
Malcolm Canmorc slain near, i. 3 

Ancona, Cardinal of, ii. 81. 

Ancnim Moot, fight at, i. 249; ii. I 

Angus earldom, ii. 1, 

Devolves on 7tli DuUe of Hamill 
U. ais, 244. 

Angus estates, ii. 135. 

Angus, (Sir) Gilbeit de Umfiaville, Eorl 

Angus, grandson of Lulach, rising under. 



Angus, Margaret, Countess of Mar and, 

ii. 3, 8. 
Angus of the Isles — 

Entertains Robert Bruce, i. 33. 
Pioclaimed defaulter, i, 34. 
Angus, Thomas Stewart, Earl of. 

Chamberlain of Scottaad, ii. 3. 
Angus, UmftaviUe, Earl of, ii. 3. 
At Neville's Crosi, t. 223. 
Guardian of Scotland, i. 39. 
Angus Uie also Douglas, Earls of). 
Angus rebellion (1594}, ii. 171. 
Angus Regiment {su Cameronian). 
Aniou, Due d', projects of marriage, i, 

266. 
Annan Camisade, i. 72, 211. 
Annan, Sir David de, i. 210. 
Annandole, ii. 29. 

Granted to Alexander, Duke of 

Albany, i. 193. 
Granted to John of L<^e, i. 86. 
Transferred to Douglas (xri.), i. 140, 
156. 
Annandale, Marques, of, ii. 211, 226. 
Anne, daughter of Koberl, Eat! of 
Sunderland, wife of Hamilton 

<l.«.),ii.2I5. _ __ 

Anne, Queen, accession, u. 208. 
Anne, Queen, pension to Duke of 
Douglas (btxiv.), ii. 231, 



Anstniiher, Jean, wife of James 

Douglas, ii. i6j. 
Apologeucal Declaiation, ii. 36S. 
Arbroath Monastery, i. 165 : U. IJO, 

12S. 
Arbuthnot, John, 6th Viscount, 
married Malory Douglas, ii. 155. 
Arbuthnot, Philip, married Margaret 

Douglas, L 232. 
Argentine, Sir GUes de, slain at 

Bannockbum, i. 45. 
Argyll, Alexander of, connection with 
Comyn, i. 32. 
Surrenders Dunstaffnage, i. 40. 
Argyll, Archibald, 1st Marquess, 
married Marauet Douglas, ii. 183. 
Atjyll, Archibald, 7th Eail of^ 
In Netherlands, ii. 164. 
Married Agnes Douglas, iL 165. 
Argyll, Duke of, iL 278. 

Endeavours to gel Hamilton nomi- 
nated Commi^ioner on Union, ii. 

A^yll, 4th Earl of. Chancellor of 
Scotland, ii. 33, 78, 83. 
Death, ii. 105. 
Mission to England, iL 34. 
Argyll, 5ih Earl of, Commander-in- 
Chief, L 264. 
ArgyU, 6th Earl of, at St. Andrews, 
Chancellor of Scotland, ii. 140, 
164- 
Hostile to Monon, i. 275, 3S4. 
Arkinhohn battle, I 177, iSo; ii. 16. 

Archibald, 'Earl of Moray, killed at, 
L 177, 192. 
Annslrong, Eckic, captures Northum- 

bctland, i. 370. 
Annslrong, Johnnie, of Giloockie, 

hanged, ii. 105. 
Armstrong's mosstroopers, ii. Si, 85. 

Action gainst, ii. 88, 89. 
Arran, Boyd, Earl of — 

Married Maty Stuart, il. 33. 
Mission to Co[>eRh^en, ii. 23. 
Attan, Earl of, ii. 65, 66, 69, 71, 83, 
9?. 
Death, ii. 100. 
Feud with Angus, ii. 59. 
League with Moray and Beaton, ii. 
95- 
Arran Island, i, 33. 

Arran, James Stuart, Earl of, Re^nt, i. 
247; ii. 107, 137. I4>, 14a- 
Accuses Morton of murder, i. 378. 

a8ii ii 136. 
At Ancrum Moor, ii, 117, 
At Pinkie, ii. 132. 
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Landsin Fife, i 211. fl 


Distrust and jealousy of Angus, ii. 


Surrenders lands to Edward ni., M 


143. 144- 


i69. ■ 


Fall of, i. 289. 


Baliol, (Sit) Henry de, i 47. ■ 


In Blackness Castle, ii. 115. 


Slain at Annan, i 73. U 


Joins French faction, ii 113. 
Marches against Lennox, ii IIO. 


Baliol, John de, holds Parliament at ■ 


Scone, i. 24. ^^^^M 


Married Margaret DougUs, i. 245. 


BalUd of/d'H.V £hug/iii, ii. 219. ^^^H 
fialloch, Donald. 1. 196, I97- ^^^H 


Resigns Regency, ii. 115. 


Return to power, ii 163. 


In Oyde, i. 1S7. ^^H 


Skelcli of career, i 248. 


Balvany lands, i. 159, 180. ^^ 


Arundel, Eail of, r^d at Jedburgh, i 


Bamburough Caslle captured, ii. 19. 
Edward n. at, i 46. 


48. 


Aihol, Duke of, ii. 210. 


Bannatyne, Richard- 


Letlet on danuge done to Douglas 


Account of examination of Archibald 


Castle, ii. 235. 


Douglas, parson of Glasgow, i. 259. 


Lord Privy Seal. ii. 280. 


On hanging of prisoners, i. 269. 
On Morton's last speech, i. 281. 


Married Lady Catherine DongUa, ii 


206. 


Baraiockbum, bailie of, i 42, 44, 


Alhol, David, Earl of, ii. 103. 


Sir James Douglas (vii.) at. I 43, 45. 


Makes terms with Edward It., i 313. 


Barbour— 


Slain at Kiiblain,L 215. 


Account of Edward's flight, L 46. 


Athol, Eari of, i 3^- 




At Mclhvcn, i 3I. 


Estimate of Bruce's followers, i 36, 


Slain at Halidon Hill, i 75- 


38, 4J. 


Athol, Eatl of— 


On Douglas' conduct after Loudon 


Death, i. 277, 284. 


Hill. i. 37. 


Guardian of Angus (Ivi. ), ii. 132. 


On Douglas Lanier, i. 35. 


Head of Catholic lords, i 260, 261. 


On James of Douglas and Edward 1., « 


Hostile 10 Morion, i. 276. 


L30- 


Athol, John Stewart, Earl of, i. 301. 


On rivalry between Doaglas and 


Loyal to James, ii. 34- 




Married Ma^aret Douglas, widow 


On Robert Bruce's dealh. i. 61. 


of 8lh and glh Earls of Douglas, 


Quotes Douglas- fable, i S9. 


i. 202. 


Sketch of Black Douglas, i. 64. 




Barclay, Sir David- 


Athol, Walter. Earl of. captured, u. 11. 


Arrests WilUam Bullock, i. aio, 


Auchinleck. Elizabeth, wife of Sir 


224. 


William Douglas (xlvi), ii. 54. 


Murdered, i. 78. 234. 


Auchinleck. Sir George, of Balmanno, 


Bargany. John Hamilton, 1st Lord. 


ii 154. 


married Lady Jean Douglas, ii. 196. 


Married -Sarah Douglas, ii. 155. 


Bamlon Castle besieged, i 164. 


Avoch, i. 159. 


Bartholomew, William, i. 217. ^^^ 


Ayr. Parliament of. i. 47. 






Aylon, truce with England at, i. 330, 


Baug^, battle of, i. 143, 146, 150. ^^^^^| 


Ayloun, Professor, on ballads Wafy, 


Douglas (lixvii.) al, ii. 249. ^^^^^1 


mat/ sLnd/amu Douglas, ii 219. 


Beaton, Cardinal- ^^^H 




Arrested, ii. 109, 112. ^ 


BAiLLtE. Sir William, of Lamington, 


Heads French faclion, i 247, 348, 1 


ii 127. 


Interview with Sir George Douglas, ■ 


Bain iden lilies "Lyliat Cross," i 91. 


ii. 107. ■ 


Baird. William, i 211. 


Murdered, ii. 120. ■ 


Balfour, Sir James, witness against 


Beaton, James, Abbot of Arbroath, ■ 


Morton, i 280. 


ii 128. ■ 


Baliol, Edward— 


Beaton (i« Glii^ow, Archbishop of). ■ 


Al English Court, i 71. 


Bawmont, (Sir) Henry de, at Bannock- ■ 


Crowned at Scone, i. 72, 213. 


bum, i 44. ■ 
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Bedford, John, Duke of, L 142. 

Besieges Ivty Castle, i 145. 
Bediule Barony, i. 52. 
Bell, George, captures Morion, Glen- 

caim, and Lennoi, i, 169. 
Betlendcn, Sir LewU, Scotikh Lord 

Justice-Clerk, iL 144. 



Berwick, Maishal 
Castle, i. 273. 
Berwick -on-Tweed— 
Attacked bjr Bruce and Douglas, i. 47. 
Besieged, L 49, Jo natt, 73. 
Captured, i. 91. 
Sacked, i. 25. 

Taken by English, ii. 36, 39. 
Treaty with Queoi Elizabeth latiGed 
at, i. 351. 
Berwick, Peace of, H. 84. 
BiB^u-, Walter, Lord of, Cbarobetlain 

of Scotland, ii. 3. 
Biland baltle, L 55. 
Binning, Thomas, i. 3^9. 
Attempts Morion's life, i. 366. 
[langnl, i. 2S9. 
Bishops as peers of the realm, i 14 

and note. 
Blackadder, Ackm, Prior of Colding- 

ham, ii. 63. 
Blackadder, Robert, married Alison 

Douglas, ii. 52. 
Blackadder, Robert, Prior of Colding- 

Blackness Castle, i. 273. 

Angus imprisoned in, ii. 1 14. 

Amn io, i. 1(8. 

Lord Dnimmond imprisoned in, ii. 
67. 
Blackness treaty, ii. 34. 
Blucber at Ligny, L 136. 
Bocharm, i. tJ9. 
Boece, Hector, L 7 ; on— 

Douglas (miii.), John, i. 18a 

Douglas' (kx.) rule, i. 169, 170. 

6Cb Earl of Douglas, i. 154. 

8th Earl of Douglas, i. l6J. 

Douglases at Stirling, i. 1S3. 

SarkbMile,i. 178. 
Boharm, i. I So. 
Bobun, Sir Heniy de, nngle combat 

with Robert Bruce, i. 43. 
Bonde Manor, ii. 79. 

Given to Moray, ii. 97. 
Boni&ccviu., Bull DelistandefarHatis 

atumnt, I. 61. 
Bonjedworth lands, ii. 6. 
Bonkill, Sir Alexander of, i. 40. 
Seoi of Discipline subscribed by Doug- 
las (lii.), ii. 252. 



Border clans, monition of cursing 

against, Appendix C, ir. 90. 
Borgue lands, Galloway, i. 336. 
Borough bridge, battle of, i. 53. 
Borough Muti battle, 1. ZI2. 

James Douglas slain at, i. 213. 
Borthwick Castle, Maty Queen of Scots 

and Bothwell in, i. zte. 
Borthwick, Janet, wife of~(l) Lord 

Dalkeith (ixxi.): (2} Sir G«oig;e 

Crichlon, Earl of Caithness, i. 337. 
Boiihwick, Lord, Marion CaxnitlittB 

under care of, ii. 254. 
Borthwick, MarEarct, wife of— {l) Sil 

WiUiamdeAbernethyi (z)Waii«tt 

Douglas, i. 336. 
Bothwell Barony, ii. 54, xa. 
Given to Arran, ii. 97. 
Owned by Earl of Home, ii 39. 
Bothwell Cistle, Douglas genealogical 

Bothwell Castle seiied by Albany, iL 69. 
Boihwell, Earl of, ii. no. 

Lieutenant of Lothian, li. loa. 
Bothwell, Earl of, takes Geo^e Dong- 

Bothwell, Franns, Eail of, L 285. 
Attainted, ii. 168. 
Married Margaret Douglas, widow of 

Sir Walter Scott, ii. 130. 
Tried for complicity m Hunily's 
ri^ng, ii, 152. 
Bothwell, James Hepburn (Duke of 
Orkney)— 
Escapes from Carberry liill, i. 261. 
Joins Maiy Queen of Scots at Dunbar, 

1. 2i6. 
Marries Mary Queen of Scots, i. 360. 
Obtains Morton's pardon, i. 257. 
Tried for Darnley s murder, L 259, 
z6a 
Bothwell, John Ramsay, Lord, favourite 
of James in., ii. u, 37. 39- 
At Lauder Bridge, ». A. 
Bothwell, Patrick Hepbum, Eari of, 
ii. 38, 39- 
Married Janet Douglas, i. 239. 
Property fbrieiled, li. 133. 
Bothwell, Sir Thomas Moray, Lord 



of, i. 



iiS. 



Botriphny, i. iSa 
"- logne lost to Henry viii,, ii. 118. 
rdin, Michel, monument to Jame* 
Douglas (Ixv.J, ii. 194. 
Bower, Walter, Abbot of Inchcolm, 
Chronicle, i. i ; quoted on — 
Archibald Douglas (xiiL), i. 115, 
Baliol's escape from Annan, L 73, 
Borough Muir battle, i. 21s. 



BowCT, Waller — ttnlinued. 
D>vid tl., i. 224. 
David, Duke of Rothesay, 

Douglas" (li.) preleniions lo thione, 

i.l?. 
E^wuil 111. and Hundied Yeiua' 

War, L a 14. 
Homildoa Hil[, L 137. 
Inflaeoia, i. 333. 
Malconlents' submisdon, L Sj. 
Master of Douglas (xvi.;^ i. 130. 
Murder of Sit Aleiaodet de Ranuay, 

i. 319. 

Thomas St ewrart, Earl of Angus, ii. 3. 
William Douglax, i. 210. 
Bowes, Robert, English ambassador : 
Scottish Court, i. 276, 378, 380, 
Commends Archilsld Douglas 

(xxxvii.) to Burghley, i. 387. 

Expedition upon Meiae, it. 106. 

Bowlon oD Morton's share in Damley'! 

murder, i. 383. 
Boyd, (Sir) Alexander, executed, iL 34 
BfTd, Eliiabeth, wife of Earl of Angus 

(xliii.), iL 33, 40.45- 
Boyd, (Sir) James, agreement with 
Lords Fleming and Kennedy, i. 

Boyd, Mary, i. 243. 

Boyd of Kitmamock arrested, i. 151. 

Boyd, (Sir) Robert, attacks Biodick 

Castle, i. 33. 
Boyd, Robert, Lord, Chamberlain and 

Justiciary of Scotland, ii. 33, 
Boys, Sir HumiArey de, i ail. 
Brachly, J. 159. 
Biaidwood lands, ii. 40, 43, 54. 

Surrendered, ii. isi. 
Brechin, "battle of the Billmen," L 

, 176. 
Bieze, Pierre de, captures Batnborough, 
Dunstanborough, and Alnwick, ii. 
19. 
Brodick Castle, i. 33. 
Burned, i. 1S7. 
Raid on, i. 33. 
Brodie family, anas, L tz. 
Brok, Hugh, i. 169. 
Brown, John, " the Christian Carrier," 

executed, ii. 369. 
Brown, Malthirw, tnis^on to Duke of 

Dougla*, ii. 339. 
Bruce. Alexander, lands in Loch Ryan, 

i- 34- 
Bruce, Divid (i«« David 11.}. 
Bruce, Edward-^ 
At Bannockbum, i. 43, 45. 
At CTai);encallie. i. 36. 
Al Melhvcn, i. 31. 



Bruce, Edward — cetitiHutd. 

Besieges Stirling Castle, i. 41. 

Dealt i- SO. 

Kinc of Ireland, i, 4S, 

Riuds in England, i. 46. 
Bruce, Maiione, i. 31. 

Betrothed to Walter the Steward, L 
47- 

Death, I. 50. 
Bruce, N^el, i. 33. 
Bruce, King Robert — 

At Aberdeen, i. 31. 

At Bannockbum, i. 43. 

At Brodick Castle, J. 34- 

At Methven, i. 31. 

Cha^e to Douglas, i. 61. 

Crowned at Scone, 1. 31. 

Death, i. 61. 

Escapes from Glen Trool, i. 37. 

First Parliament, i. 40. 

Guest of Angus of the Isles, i. 33. 

In Glen Tiool, i. 35. 

In Iretand, i. 4S, 5;^. 

Kills John Comyn, i. 30. 

Number of followers, i. 36, 38. 

Raids in England, i. 47, 53. 

Sacks Douglas Castle, i. 27. 

Single combat with Bohun, i. 43. 

Slraieey, i. 40. 54, 74- 
Bruce, Thomas, lands in Loch Ryan, i. 

34- 
Brus, Robert de. Earl of Carrick — 

Fights in Stephen's army, i, 4. 

Proclaimed defaulter, i. 14. 
Buccleuch, Duchess of, letters to Lord 

Royston, il. 33a. 
Buccleuch, 3nd Duke of, duel with 

Duke of Douglas (Ixxiv.), ii. 233. 
Buccleuch, 3nd Duke of, married 

Lady Jane Douglas, ii. 33a. 
Buecieuch, Henry, 3rd Duke of, Duke 

of Queensberry, ii. 387. 
Buchan, Beaumont, Earl of, i. 71. 
Buchan, Earl of, i. 199 : ii. 103. 
Buchan, Eail of, defeated at Old Mcl- 

drum, i. 39. 
Buchan, John Stuart, Eail of — 

In French army, i. 143. 

Married Elizabeth Doughis, i. 14O. 

Slain at Verneuil, i. 146. 
Buchanan, George, i. 7. 

On retreat from Berwick, ii. 115, 

On Solway Moss battle, ii. 106. 

Story of James ili. and Angus, ii. 

Buckingham, George, Duke of. it. 1S3. 
Bughuaon, Otto Federico Cumenio, 

Conte di, ii. 18S. 
Bui ttlc Castle, i. 41. 
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^^^1 Buinle haiis, i. 57, 76, 94 ; ii- 6. 


Carmichnel. Sir John, ii. 152. 167. 
Warns Hunsdon a^inst Archibald 


^^^B BakeofthtHiiuilal, i. 175, 198, 


Doag!as(x«viL),L29l. 


^^^H Ednvd Baliol, i. 215, 216. 




^^H F>ll of, i. Z30. 


Lady Griiel Douglas, iL 196. 
Carrick, Alexander, Earl of, slain v 


^^H Bunch, WUliam, Abbot of Kilwinning, 


^^^H 43. 


HaUdon Hill, i. 75- 


^^^H Biughley, LoH. Hun&don's leltec to, 


Carrick earldom, i. 34. 


^^^H quoted, i. 291. 

^^^V Burehley, Lord, settlement with Muy 


Carrick, John, Ear! of (lot Robert in.). 


Camithers, Janet, wife of Thoiaas 


^^^V Queen of Scots, i. 367. 


Roreson, il 253. 


^^^H Burgundy, Jcan^sans-peur, Duke of. 


Carruthers, Marion, sketch of, iL 154. 


^^B alliance with Douglas, i. 141. >44- 




^^H Dumct on Hamilton (Ixxj.), u. 315. 


heiresses, ii. 253. 


^^H " Burnt Candlemas," i. So. 


Gary, Edward, ii. 205. 




Casket Letters, i. 261, 183. 


^^^K CAERt^VEtoCK Castle, i. 41. 


Cassillis, Earl of— 


^^^H Cairns, Andrew, ii. 99. 


Address to Hertford, ii 118. 


^^H Caithness, (Sir) George Crichton, Earl 


Offer to Sadleyr, ii. 120. 


^^M 


Taken prisoner at Solway Moss, LL 


^^H Caithness, John, Eail of, procliumed 


lor. 


^H debuher, i. 24. 


Cathcart. Lord, i. 141. 


^^H Calai3,si<^of, i. 221. 


Separates Morion and James Sluan, 


^^H Catder Castle, ii. 6. 


1. 279. 


^^H Calderwood on— 


Caverslands.i.94. 1"; ii-6. 


^^m Angus (Ivi.), ii. 149. 


Granted to Sir David Fleming, L 


^^m James v. and Angus, ii. 100, 105. 


I 12. 159. 


^^^H Morion savins Marv Oueen of Scots' 


Celtic risings, i. 4. 


^■_ life, i. 363 


■'ChaplctofM)-IOB,"i. 51. 


^^^m Retreat from Berwick, ii. 115. 


Charles 1.- 1 




Confers earldom of Quccrsberry on ■ 


^^^H Camden quoted on Lady Margaret 




^^H Lennox, ii. 


^^H Cameron, Richard, leader of Cove- 


>L iSS. I 


^^H nantets, ii. 368. 




^^H Cameronian Regiment raJKd, ii. ziS. 


Grant Co Morton (Ixi. \ ii. 183. 1 


^^^H Camisade of Annan, i. 73, 3II. 


Orders use of liturgy in Scotland, ii. 1 


^^H Ciunisade of Douglas, i. 59. 


198. J 


^^V Campbell, Archibald, of Skipnish— 


Charles 11.- 


^^^V Death, ii. 104. 


Assembles Parbament at Perth and 


^^^^ Married Janet Douglas, widow of 


SlirUng, ii. 19I. 


^^^^ John, Lord GlaiAts, ii. 53, lor 
^^H Campbell, (Sir) Duncan, of UlenoTchy, 




3,8. 


^^^^V married Margaret Douglas : ancej- 
^^m tor of Earls of Breadaltl^ne. ii. 2t. 


Letter to Aberdeen 00 Angus (Imiii.). 


ii.227. 


^^^1 Campbell, John, of Cawdor, married 
^^B Elizabeth Douglas, ii. t8l. 


Letter to Duchess of Hamilton, ii. 


306. 


^^V Campbell, Nigel, at Metbven, i. 31. 
^^^H Cantnore (i«< Malcolm Canmore). 


Letter to Selkirk, ii. 200. 


Signs Covenant in Scotland, ii. tgK, 
Charles te Bien.aime (vi, ), i. I26. 


^^^H Canonbie, Dacre and Douglas meet at, 


^^B. 




^^K Cannnbie, James iv. at, li. 41. 
^^H Carbeny Hill, fight at, i. 261. 


Charles vn. asks for Douglas' assist- 


ance, i. 143, 150. 


^^^K Cariel, Gaatier de, on gunpowder, i. 


Charles vii. grants Touroine Duchy— 


^^H II3- 


10 to Douglas, i. 144, 167 ; (2) to 


^^^B Carlisle besieged, i. 47. 


Louis of Sicily, i. 148. 


^^B Carlisle, Bishop of, 1. 1S3. 


Charlie, Prince, at Douglas, ii. 235. 


^^B Carlyle, Ma^ret, wife of 3"^ Douglas 


Chamy, Sir Geoffrey de, in Scotland, M 


^^^H of Drumlanrig, ii. 150. 


J 



Chatteris of Ainisfield, i. 200. 
Ch^telheraull, Duke of, kDigbts ]i 

Douglas (lii.), ii. 151. 
Chauworlb, confetence of Burghley 

and Mary Queen of Scots at, L 267, 

Cheyne, Sir John, Commissioner for 

Heniy VII., ii. 37. 
Cheyne, Sir Thomas, English agent 

in Paris, ii. 76, 
Cbillingham Caslle captured, ii. 4^. 
Cbinon granted (o Douglas (ivi.), i, 

144. 
Churchill, Colonel John, ii. 314. 
Clan Chattan, ii. 105. 
Clarence, Duke of, killed at Bang*!, 

i. 150; ii. 249. 
Claverhouse estates (brfeited, ii. St33. 
Claverhouse, John Graham of (Viscount 
Dundee), in Galloway, ii. 266, 276. 
Letters to Queensberry (luiii,), iL 
269. 
"Cleanse the Causeway, ii. 73. 
QiFlbrd, Charles Boyle, Lord, li. 3S5. 
ClifToid, Sir Robert de, i. 30, 38. 
At Bannockbum, i. 44. 
Defeated in Glen Trool, i. 37. 
Obtains lands of Douglasdale, i, aS, 
Rebuilds Dctuglas CasUe, i. 35. 
ClilTord, Sir Thomas, on Lady Glamis' 

doom, iL 103. 
Clony lands, ii, 12, 

Cobhant, Sir Ralph de, at Bilond, i. 55. 
Coehrane, Thomas, hanged at Lauder 

Bridge, >i. 2S. 
Cochrane, Thomas, revenues of Mar 

granted to, ii. XS. 
Cockbum lands, i. 52. 
Cockermouth raided, i, 105. 
Coldineham Priory, ii. 62. 
Besieged by Arran, iL 115. 

Smes v.'s expedition to, ii. 98. 
onks' complaint to David IL, t 
67. 



Revenues, ii. 32. 
Collinewood, Sir Cuthbert, complains 

□f Douglas of Bonjedworth, ii. 135. 
Colman, Thomas, Master of Sl.Thomai', 

Canterbury, ii. 61. 
Colville, James, of Eksler Wemyss, ii. 

162. 
Colville, John, spy, ii. 177, 
Comlongon liagedy, iL 253. 
Comyn, John, Earl of Angus, ii. 2. 
Comyn, Ji>hn, slain at Dum^es, i. 30- 
Comyn, Walter, Earl of Menteilh, 

heads national parly, i. 18. 
Comyn, (Sir) Walter, ^ain al Annan, 

1-73- 
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Confederate lords — 

In England, ii. 142, 144. 

Relam to Scotland, ii. 145, 14^- 
Convention of Scottish Estates acknow- 
ledges William and Mary, ii. 



203. 



n to, 11. 23. 



Copenhagen, Arron's 
CorricMe, ii. 150. 

Earl of Mimtly slain at, i. Z52. 
Coud, Marie dc, L 18. 
Couplend, John, captures David tl,, 

i. 2«. 
Coupland, Thomoj, killed, ii. 262. 
Courceiles, Marie, plans escape &om 

Lochleven, ii. 158, 159. 
Coveiumteis rebel, ii. 268. 
Covenanters, severities against, ii. 202. 
Craig, Dr. John, attends Angus (Ivi. ), 

li. 147. 
Craigencallie, Bnice and Douglai meet 

at,L 3B. 
Craigmillar Castle, i. 19S. 
Crawford, (Sir) John de, i. 16. 
Crawford, 3rd Earl of, L 151. 

Excommunicated, L 165. 
Crawford, 4lh "Tiger Earl," L 165, 
184. 241. 
League with Douglas (nx.), i. 171, 
172, 187. 
Crawford, 5th EWl, Duke of Montrose, 

lands forfeited, ii. 40. 
Crawford, Earl of, at St. Andrews, iL 

140. 
Crawford, John, soth Earl of, on con- 

linenl. ii. 237. 
Crawford lands granted to Angus (iliii. ), 

ii. 40. 
Crawford, Margaret de, wife of Sir 

Archibald Douglas, i. 209. 
Crawford, Robert, of Auchi names, 
married Margaret Douglas, it. 61. 
Crawford- Douglas given 10 Maxwell, 

ii. 97. 
Crawford - Lindsay, Crawford - Douglas 

Barony, ii. 41, 51. 
Cressingham, Hugh de, i. 17. 
Crevant battle, i. 1 50. 
Crichton, Andrew, commands at Bam. 

ton Castle, i. 164. 
Crichton, George, Abbot of Holyrood, 

ii. 63> 
Crichton, (Sir) James, of Frendraughi, 

L 176. 
Crichton, Janet, wife of Sir James 

Douglas (xxxiv.), i. 242. 
Crichton, John. Vicar of Dalkeith, i. 

Crichton of Sanquhar at Lochmabcn, 




R^iii 
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Crichton, Roben, of Kirkpauick, 

mordeiecl, ii. 250. 
Ciichlon, Willuun, Jesuit priest, ii. 

16S. 
Crichton, (Sii) Willioni, Chancellor of 
Scotland, i. 154, 156. 163. 
Al Diinbtu. ii. 10. 
Governor of Edinburgh Outle, i. 

le Hgainst Douglas, i. 169, 187. 
in Ahcrcora and Strabrock, 
I. 164. i6s. 
RcHored to office, i. 168. 
Submits to King, i. 166. 
Crocket, Andrew, i. 135. 
Ciomaitie, Lord, Secretary o( State, iL 

278. 
Cromwell, Oliver, lines 1st Muqueas 

Douglas, ii. 191. 
Cnlkn, (iptain, i. 285. 
Callodcn, u. 337. 
Cumberland, raid into, i. 104. 
Cnmbria, i. 3, 3. 
Divided, i. 3. 
Cumnock, t. 38. 
Cunningharoe, Andrew, of Kirkshaw, 

married Agnes Douglas, ii. 2ji- 
Cupar Castle, i. 115, 216. 
Curry, Wat, at Edinbu^h Caslle, 1. 
air- 

Dabton lands bestowed on Sir Junes 

Douglas (ixi.), i. 230. 
Dacre, Lord, ii. 44, 62. 

At Flodden, iL 55. 

entertains Bishop Gavin, ii. 61. 

Interview with Douglas, ii. 50. 

Policy in Scotland, 11. 69, 76. 
Daer, Lords, 11. 205, 206. 
Da^iumock estate, ii. 25a 
Dalkeith Barony, L 3ZO. 

Dispute about lands, i. 117. 

Resigned, i S7. 

Sold, ii. 183. 
Dalkeith Castle, i. 237, 241 ; ii. 146- 






i. a34. 



Be^eged, i. 34S, 249. 

Chapel in, i. 231, 

Taken, ii. 113, 123. 
Dalkeith Churdi (St. Nicholas^ 

Founded, i. 23I, 235. 

MtHiument of Ead and Counte 
Morton, i. 240. 

Re-endowed, L 23S. 
Datmellin^n, i. 36. 
Dalmeny, 1. 167. 
Dairy, Bruce attacked at, i. 31. 
Dairy, Sir Jame; Douglas (vii.) wounded 



Dolrymple, Sir Hew, action 1 



'55! 



i. an. 



Dalswinlon Castle, i. 41, 
Dorien scheme, ii. 277. 
Damaway Castle, 1. 175. 
Damley, Henry, Lord, L 252, 
13a 

Murdered, i. 239. 

Plot against, i, 257, 
David 1., i. 3. 

Sketch of reign, i. 4. 
David II.— 

Death, i. 87. 

Exile in France, i. 6g. 

Grants to Douglas (iiviii.), i. 

Invades England, L 12a. 

Marriage, L Go, 71, 81. 

Ransom, L 79, 81. 

Returns to Scotland, i. 76, aiS. 

Secret treatiei with England, i, 83, 84. 

Taken prisoner at Neville's Cross, 

i. 76. "3- 

Davidson, John, lampooa on Moitoo, 

L 274. 
De Couuy on Eul of Dottglas' army, 

Derby, Sir Henry de Lanatster, Eail 
of, L 217. 

Challenges Douglas (ixviii.), i. atS. 
Devorguille's Abbey of Holywood, i. 

IlS, 135. 
Dickson, Thomas, at Huelsidc, L 34. 
Dicksons, action against, ii. 38. 
Dirlelon Castle seired hv Douglas, i. 82. 
Donald Ban, contest with Duncan, i. 3, 7. 
Donald Ban, rising under, i. 7. 
Doon Loch, i. 36. 
Douglas case, ii. 337, 245. 
Douglas Castle, i. 16G. 

Assault on (lecond), i. 35. 

Assault on (third), 1. 38, 

Bruce's sword in, i. 64 ; ii. 235 aod 



lit Marquess at, iL 189. 
Invested by James v.. iL 9!. 
Muniments m charter- chest, ii. 258. 
Prepared for 2nd Marquess Douglas 

flxxii.), iL 219. 
Prince Charlie at, ii. 235. 
Rebuilt, i. 35 ; iL 243. 
Sacked, i. 27, 38. 
Seized by Alhaoy, ii. 69, 
Sir Walter Scxilt at, i. lit. 
Token by Covenanters, ii. 190. 



Douglas Ciag levelled, L 169 ; E 1$. 
Douglas estates, ii. 6, 18, 24, 40, 54, 
68, 13Z, 241, 25a 

Comtnission appointed, ii. 136. 

Divided, u 156. 

Focfeiied, i. 11, iSo, 19Z ; ii. 16, 97. 

Graoted (o Kiiighl of LiddcsdaJc, 1. 

MS. 

Itnpoverished by fines, iL 065. 
Douglm Family, li. 288. 
Aiin«, i. It, igrMi; ii. 191. 
Branches of, i. 13. 

Charleri, L 10, 170, 309 j iL 15, 19, 
Connection with house of Moray, i. 
9- 

DaJmalioy papcra, ii, 161, 162, 164. 

Doubtful origin of, i. 7. 

Feud between Black and Red, L 165 ; 

ii. 13, 251. 
First appearance of name, L 6. 
IntenDaniages with Stuuts, ii. S, 
Lsods in possession of, i. 13, 19, 52, 

57, 170 aitt, 230, 344, 247. 
Meaning of name, i. 8. 
(For principal individuals referred 
to see separate list, vol. L p. xix. ) 
Douglas lAritt, i. 54. 
Douglas, Maj^ret, Duchess of, ii. 240. 
Champion of Archibald Stcwait- 
Dougias, ii. 241. 
Douglas Marquessale devolves on 7th 

Duke of Hamilton, ii. 215, Z44- 
Douglas parish, St. Bride's Chuich, J. 

Douglas (Inii.) buried in, iL 227. 

1st Marquess buried in, ii. 193. 
Douglas Regiment {sit Scots Regiment 

oO. 
" Douglas wars," i. 270, 
Dauglasdale, i. 9, 13, 31, 34 ; ii. 97. 

Lwids bestowed on Sir Robert de 
ClifToTd, i. 2S. 

Restored to Lord de Clifford, L 69. 
Dover, 1st Duke of (Ixixiii.), ii. 2S4. 

Secretary of State, ii, 385. 
D'Oysel, French ambassador, ii. 13a. 
Dreghorn, William of, i. 235. 
Drumcork lands bestowed on Sir James 



„ , «.), i 
I>ruinlanTig Barony, 



iJ,a. 



6, 2at. 

Drumlanrig Castle, ii. 249. 

Correspondence between James Ii. 
and Queensberry (Ikxxil) at, ii, 
266. 
James VI. at, ii. 262. 
Diumlaniig Castle, new, il 27^. 
Drumlanrig, Charles, Earl of, li, 2SJ. 
Drumlanrig, Henry, Earl of, ii, 2S5. 



Drummond, Eliiabelh, wife of^ 
(t)SirDaMd Fleming. 
(2) Geo^ Douglas (xlv.), ii, 48, 52. 



Earl < 



Zf 



id Countess of Morton, 



Dnimmond, Xxird, imprisoned, ii. 67. 
Drummond, Lord, ii. 36 ; rebels, ii. 33. 
Drummond, (Sir) Nbdcolm, disputes 

earldom of Douglas, i. 115. 
Drummond, (Sir) Malcolm, married 

Isabel Douglas, i. 94, 96, 
Diuimnond, Maiguet, ii. 49. 
Drummond, Margaret, wife of David 
[i.,i. 82. 
Appeal to Urban v., i. Il6. 
Drury, description of Morton, L 265. 
Drury, English Commander in Berwick, 

1. 266. 
Drybuigh Monastery burned, i. 54, 105. 
Dtyburgh wrecked, ii. 120. 
Dryfe Sands battle, ii. 26a 
Duffui in Elgin, i. 159. 
Dukes (Scottish) created, L 122. 
Dumbarton Castle — 
Angus (aliiL) in, iL 41. 
Morton prisoner in, L 279, 
Thomas Stuart, Earl of Angus, died 
in, iL 3. 
Dumbarton earldom, il. t9j. 
Dumbarton Regiment, ii. 195. 
Dumfries — 
James IV. at, u. 4I. 
John Comyri slain at, i- 30. 
Mary Queen of Scots advances 

against, ii. 353. 
Peace Conference at, i. 46. 
Dumfries Castle, i. 41. 
Burned, ii. 14, 167. 
Dunavcrty Caslle, Cantyre, i. 33. 
Dunbar — 

Burned, L 167. 
Held by Fiench, ii. 98, 
Mary Queen of Scots at, I 3S& 
Dunbar, battle of, L 25. 
Dunbar Castle, i. 124, 131, 132. 
Burned, iL 14. 

Duke of Albany at, ii. 38, 30. 
In keeping of de la Bastie, iL 71. 
Surrendered, iL 10. 
Dunbar, Eliiabelh, wife of— 
(t) Archibald, Em] of Moray, L 174. 
(3) Gordon, L 177. 
(3) Sir John Colquhoun, L 177. 
Dunbar, Gavin (j« Glasgow, Arch- 
bishop of). 
Dunbar, George, at Nesbit-Moor, i. 

136. 
Dunbar, George Home, Earl of, iL 174. 
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Dunbar, Mary, wife of Basil Douglas, 

ii. aos. 
Dunbai, Patiick, Ea.rl of, dispute with 

monks of Melrose, i. 14. 
Dunblane, Bishop of, ii. 83. 
Duncan, Archdeacon of the Isles, i. 

1* 

Duncan, Earl of File, murdered, i. It, 
Duncan, son of Malcolm Canmore, 

taken as hostage, i. 3. 
Dundalk, battle of, i. 50. 
Dundas, lands of, i. 167, 16S. 
Dundas, (Sir) Lawrence, buys Orkney 

and Zetland, ii. 1S4. 
Dundns. Lord President, vote in 

Douglas case, ii. 345. 
Dundee, viscount {sa Chiverhouse). 
Dundonald, znd Earl, mairied I^dy 

Susanna Douglas, iL 306. 
Dunfermline, Charles, Earl of, married 

Mary Douglas, ii. 183. 
Dunkeld, Gavin Douglas, Bishop of — 
Mission to England, ii. 54. 
Sketch of, ii. 55. 
Dimkeld garrisoned against Bishop 

Gavin, ii. 58. 
Dunkinly, Huntly defeated at, i. 176. 
Dunslaffnnge, siege and capture of, i. 

40. 
Dunstanboiough Castle captured, ii. 

19. 
Duntreath estate, ii. 7. 
Durward, Alan, Justiciar of Scotland, 

envoy of Henry ni., i. 18. 

Eadgar Aetheling at Scottish Court, 
Eadgar, son of Malcolm Canmore, 
1 of Malcolm Canmore, 



Eadmund, j 

i-3- 
Eammouth, merchandise seized at 

128. 
Easier Cluny lands, ii. S. 
Echlin, i. 167. 
Edderdar, L 159. 
Edinburgh — 

Angus enters, ii. 79, So. 

"Cleanse the Causeway," ii. 73, 

French knights in, i. 100. 
Edinbnr^ Castle — 

Be^e^d, i. 132, 268, 173 ; 

Captured, ' - --- 



13. 
i. 25*- 



Held for <^u«n Marj-, i. ^65, 



Morton prisoner in, L 2; 

Seiied t^ Refonncis, i. : 
Edmanslone, Sir John de, . 
EdtDonstone, Sit Willl&m, of Cullodcn, 

ii.?. 

Edward (.— 

Be^^es Stirling, L 30. 

Character, i, 37. 

Death, i. 37. 

Orders to Guardians of Scotland, i. 

Presentation to Church of Douglas, i. 



i. 25. 

At Bannockbum, L 45. 
Invades Scotland, L 3S, 40, 54. 
Truce with Scotland, i. 57. 

Bums Aberdeen, i. 215. 
Court at BothweU, L 69. 
Employ Knight of Liddesdale i>a 

nussion to Scottish nobles, i. 225. 
Invades Scotland, i. Z17. 
Negotiates for peace, L 57. 
Supports Bnliofa claim, 1. 7a. 
Treats for peace, i. 80. 
Treaty of peace with Scotland, L <Sc\ 

S7. 
Edward IV.— 
Gifts to Douglases, L iSl, 197. 
Retakes Bamborough and DunsUul* 



196. 

Edwin, Charles, manied Lady Char- 
lotte Douglas, ii. 215. 
Egidia (Gelis), wife of Sir ^Mlliam 

Douglas (uv.), i. 126. 
Egidia (Gaes) wife of— 
( I ) Sir James Lindsay. 
(a) Sir Hugh Eglinton. 
(3) Sir James Douglas (to.), i. 232. 
Eglinton, Christian, sister of 3nd Earl, 
wife of James Douglas (liL), ii. 
a59- 
Eglinton, (Sir) Hugh, i. 232. 
Eglinton, Hugh, 3rd Earl of, married 

Joanna Hamilton, i. 13E. 
E^tal taptured, ii. 43. 
Elcho, David, Lord, married Lady 

Anne Douglas, ii 273. 
Elgin burned, 1. 176. 
Elgin, episcopal see removed to, i. 14. 






Elis^, Pire, physieiao to 4th Duke of 

Queenabeny, ii. 186. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Digby, Lord 

Gerard, wife of Hamilton (Ixxi.), 

Elizabeth, daughter of Robert III., wtfc 

ofSirJainesDDUclas(xxxi.), L Z36. 
Elizabeth of Duabat betrothed to Duke 

of Kothesay, L I23. 
Elizabeth, Queen, Scotch policy, I 

264, 267, 36g, 279 ; U. 143. 
Elliots, action against, ii. 8S, 
Elphiiutone, Bi^op, ii 33. 
Emerald Charter, i. 56. 
Errol, Earl of, signs "Spanish Blank," 

ii. 168. 
Errol, EbiI of, subscribes confessioD of 

faith, ii. 173. 
Errol, Sir William Hay, ist Eail of, 

married Bealrii Douglas, i. 161, 



Ersltine, Mar^ret, mother of Regent 

Moray, ii. 104, 156. 
Enkine, Mary, wife of Angus (Ivi.), ii. 

Erskinc of Gcmt, 1. 176, 

Erskine, Sir Robert, embassy to Eng- 
land, i. 84. 

Erskine, Sir Thomas, married Maiy of 
Douglas, i. az6. 

Erskine, Sir William, taken prisoner at 
Weaidale, i. 59. 

Eskdale, ii. 49, 50. 
Angus (xliii.) res^pis, ii. 41. 

Ettrick Forest, i. 52, 69, 76. 

Knight of Liddesdale killed in, i. 

78, 226. 

Owned by Sir James Douglas, i 52. 
Eure, Sir Ralph, Commander of Ber- 

Eure, Sir Walter, ii. 116. 

At Ancrum Moor, i. 249 ; ii. 1 17. 
Eustace of Bikerton presented to Church 

of Douglas, i. 17, 24. 
Eyncourl, Sii William d', slain at 



FaCNIANI, Maria, wife of Earl of YsT' 

mouth, ii. 286. 
"Fair Maid of Galloway" (Margaret 

Douglas) married — 
■-' "h i (2) gth Earls of Douglas, L 



Sketch of, i. 201. 
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Fairiey, William, i. 217. 
Fala Moor. u. 106. 

Eails appeal to James al, iL 170. 
Falconer, David, ii. 99, 
Family names in twelfth century, i. 6, 

64- 
Fawdon purchased by Sir William do 

Douglas (iv.), i. 19, 20. 
Fenelon,La Mothe, French ambassador, 

Feigos, Lord of Galloway, i. 119 and 



Fe^uson, Robert, 
rfo. 



, Athol, 



Ferrers, Eleanoi de, 1. 21, 27. 

Fined, i. 23. 
Fethane lands, i. aja. 
Fethersionhaugh smrendeis Loch- 

maben Castle, i. 92. 
Fiennes, Sir William, wounded al 

Roxburgh Casile, i. 41, 
Fife, Malcolm, Earl of, charter of lands 

of Herdmanston, i. 20S. 
Fife, Robert, Earl of {111 Albany, 

Robert, Duke of). 
Finhaven Castle, i. 165, 
Fleming, (Sir) David, ii. 4S. 
Fleming, (Sir) David, of Biggnr and 

Cumbernauld, i. 112, 158. 
KilledbyDoiigU5(xin.), I. 159, 
Priioner at Tantallon, i. 165. 
Fleming, John, 5th Lord — 
Agreement with Lord Kennedy and 

Sir James Boyd, i. 240, 
At Langside, i. 264. 
Fleming, Lord, murdered, ii. 78. 
Fleming, Lord, taken prisoner al Sol- 
way Moss, iL 107, 
Fleming, Lord, takes Castle Doi^las, 

ii. 190. 
Fleming, (Sir) Malcolm, of Cumbet- 

naald, arrested, i. 151, 155. 
Fleming, Mary, wife of James Douglas 

(Ixii.), ii. 262. 
Fleming, Robert, 1st Lord of Cumber- 
nauld, married Janet Douglas, i. 

161. 
Fleming, (Sir) Robert, captured by 

Angus, ii. 13. 
Fleming, Thomas, sells earldom of 

W^own, i. 118. 
Flemings in Moray, i. 5. 
Fletcher, Andrew, of Salton, iL 196. 
Fletcher of Saltoun, Darien icheme, ii. 

277. 
Flodden Field, ii. 43, 54. 
Sir William Douglas (lEtviiL) lolled 

at, ii. 251, 
Foix, Gaston de, i. 150, 
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Fotbes, &ii Alejiandei, Lord Foibes, 
niairied Elizabeth Douglas, ii. 7. 

Forbes, William, of Monymusk, mu- 
lied Mugaiet Douglas, ii. 155. 

Ford Caslle, James iv. at, ii. 43. 

Focdim on complaints against David 11., 
i.82. 

Foidun on Failiament of 1335, i. 311. 

For&i county, ii. 3. 

Forman, John (lee St. Andieire, Arch- 
bishop of)' 

Foster, Sir John, ii. 161. 

Foul Kaid, i. 141. 

Fountainhali, Loid, on William Lawiie, 



ti8. 



1 Scotch, u. 113, 

Fraser, Jcwi, wife of John Douglas of 

Fnuei of Duiris al Edinbu^h Castle, 

i. ai7. 
Frascr, Simon {sie Lovat, Lord). 
Frsser, Sir William, of Philorth, mar- 
ried Eleanor Douglas, i. 112. 
Frasei, Sir WiUiam, on— 
Additions to Hisioru of the DMigUutt, 

ii. 191. 
Angus' safe-conduct, ii. 3S. 
(Sir) Archibald Dnuglas, L 133. 
Black Douglas' sods, i. 66. 
Character of Angus (xliii. ), ii. 45. 
Douglas and earldom of Moray, i, 

174- 
Douglas {<i.) and secret treaty with 

England, L S4. 
Douglas (xxiv.) in England, L iSa. 
Fteskin de Kerdal, t. ia 
Funds for education of Angus (Ixxiii. ), 

ii. 228. 
Hailes, i. 9. 

Knight of Liddesdnle (xiviii.), L 77. 
Views on Douglases, ii. izo. 
French expedition to Scotland, i. 100. 
Fieskin de Moravia, i. j. 
His descendants, i. 6. 
Fresldn, Hugh, ancestor of EJtrls of 

Sutherland, i. 6. 
Fresnay-le -Comf t 



Frois! 



L 150. 



Guest of Earl of E}ougtas at Dalkeith, 

U87. 
(^ted on— Sir Archibald Douglas 
<xiiL), i. 90. 

Ballte of Otterbum, i. log. 

Douglas (xi.) at Poitiers, i. Si. 

Roben Bruce, i. 6:. 

Scottish army (t jSS), L 105. 



Galloway, i. 117. 
Peculiar laws, i. I»x 
Codified by William, Earl of 
Douglas (u.), L 120, 166. 
Lordship, held by Duchess Margaret, 

■• '^'^ , .- . 

Galloway, Bishop of, il 36. 
Galloway, Gordon, Bishop of, L 366. 
Galsewood {let Williamhope), 
Gascons at Berwick, L 47. 
Gaulicr, Theophile, quoted, ii. 235. 
George of Denmark jmns Prince of 

Orange, ii. 276. 
George 11. grants pension to Lady 

Jane Douglas, ii. 238. 
Gerveslon gtsnied to Angus (Ivi.), ii. 



Dougl 
[fold, Je 



;k»(« 



ii.), i. 237. 



;, CoosUble of Dalkeith 

Glarais, Janet, Lady — 

Persecuted, ii. lol. 

Sentence on, ii. 103. 
Glamis, John, 6th Lord- 
Imprisoned, ii. 103. 

Married Janet Douglas, ii. 53. 
Glamis, Master of, iL 141, 145, 163. 
Glasgow, Beaton, Archbishop o^ iL 
56. 59, 6S. 71. .73. So- 

At Dunfermline, li. 86. 

Chancellor, ii. 83, 85. 

Escapes from Avonbridge, ii. 87. 

Leagued with Arran and Moray, ii. 
95- 
Glasgow, Bishop of, ii. 36. 

Mission to England, ii. 34. 
Glasgow, Gavin Dunbar, Ardibisbop 
of, ii. 82, 83, 97, 

Chancellor, ii. 96. 

Pastoral, Appendix C, ii. 90. 
Glasgow, Robert Bruce at, i. 30. 
Glcn Trool, Robert Bruce in, i. 34, 35- 
Glenbervie estate, ii. 54, 167, 194- 
Glencoim, Cuthbert, Lord Kilmaurs, 
Earl of, ii. 7S, 86. 

At Kilwinning Abbey, ii. 42, 

Married Marion Douglas, iL 46. 

Mission to England, li. 112. 

Taken prisoner at Solway Moss, ii, 
107. 
Glendower, Owen, i. 132, 138. 
Glenlivnt battle, iL 171. 
Gloucester, Duke of (Richard III.), 

invades Scotland, i. 198 ; iL 16. 
Gloucester, Earl of, at Bannockbum, i. 

43. 4S- 
Godolphin, Scotch policy, ii. 379. 



Godscroll {see Hume of Godscroft). 
Gordon, (Sii) Adam de, i. 39, 40. 
At HomildoD Hill, i. 137. 
Wanis Dov^las of raiders, i. 47, 
Gordon, (Sir) Alexander, cleus Thrieve, 

i. '95- 
Gordon, Elizabeth, wife of Sir William 

Douglas (lixviu.), ii. 151. 
Gordon, (Lady) Jane, wife of Bothwell, 

Gotdoa, (Sir) John, executed, L aja. 

Gordon. Katherine, ii. 32. 

Gordon, Margaret, wife of Sir Wm. 
Douglas of Hawick, ii. ajQ. 

Gordon, (Lady) Mary, wife of Itt Mar- 
quess Douglas (Ixii. ), ii. 193, aoo. 

Gordon, Tbomos. of Cluny, married 
Elizabeth Douglas, ii. 155. 

Gowric, Earl of, ii. 139, 141, 163. 
Executed, ii. 141. 

Giaham, David, i. 341. 

Graham, David, of Fintry, beheaded, 
ii. 169. 

Graham, ^idia (Gelis), wife of Angus 
[lvlL),U ISO, ISA. 

Graham, Elizabeth, i. 341, ^42. 

Graham, Euphemia, married — 

(1) 51b Earl of Douglas. 

(2) James Ilamiiton of Cadzow, i. 
IS4. "86. 

Graham, Jack, of Feertree, ii. 143. 
Graham, (Sir) John, at Neville's Cross, 

i. 133- 

Graham, tSir)Johnde, resigns Dalkeith, 

Graham, Lady Lucy, wife of Lord 
Douglas (Ixivi), ii. 246. 

Graham, Malise (j« Sliathem, EarloF). 

Graham, (Sir) Patrick, of Kincardine, i. 

ISA- 
Graham, (Sir) Robert, assasdnales 
James l.,i. 153. 

Graham, (Sir) Robert, of Auld Mon- 
trose, ii. 18. 

Graham, Robert, of Finti^, L 341. 

Graham, (Sir) Robert, of Fmtiy,majried 
Elizabeth Douglajs ; ancestor of 
Viscount Dundee, ii. 20. 

Graham, Robert, of Morphie, ii. 150. 

Graham, William, Lord of, ii. 7. 

Graham, William, and Lord, married 
Anne Dougli ; ancestor of Mar- 
quesses and Dukes of Montrose, ii. 

Gray, Andrew, Lord, ii. 36. 
At Lauder Bridge, ii. 36. 
Mission to EngUnd, u. 39. 
Rebels, ii. 33. 
Treats with Northumberland, i. 199, 
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Gray, Lord, taken prisoner at Solway 

Moss, ii. 107. 
Gray, (Sir) Patrick, i. 171, 17J. 
Gray, Patrick, Master of, i. 389, 293. 
^ent in prctiminaries of Queen 

Mary's execution, i. 390. 
Arrears agent in England, ii. 144. 
Gray, (Sir) Thomas, constable of Nor- 

ham Castle, i. 79. 
Gray, (Sir) Thomas, taken prisoner at 

Bannockbum, i. 44. 
Gray, (Sir)Thoma5(ii.), author of .firoiiii- 
ermica, i. 79, 3l3. 
On death of William of Douglas, i. 67. 
Greii released by Douglas, iL 257. 
Grey, Lord — 
At Rnkie. ii. 131. 
Besieges Dalkeith Castle, L Z49. 
Takes Dalkeith Castle, ii. 133, 
Grierson, Sir Robert, of Lag, married 

Lady Henrietta Douglas, ii. 364. 
Gualo, I^pal legate, places Bricc under 

Gunnit^, Elizabeth, Duchess of Hamil- 
ton, ii, 24a. 
Guy, Count of Namur, lands in Scotland, 



Haddbn Rig, raiders defeated at, ii. 

to6. 
Hailes lands, Midlothian, i. 9. 
Resigned by Sir Archibald de Douglas 

(iit), i. 9. 
Sold to Abbot of Dunfermline, i. 208. 
Hailes, Lord, on — 
Archibald Douglas, i. 67. 
Douglas (iiviiL) and Robert the 
Steward, L 319. 
HaDes, Lord, ii. 36. 

Iktissian to England, ii. 34. 
Hailei village burned, i. 151. 
Haliburton, Agatha, wife of iSth Earl 

Morton, ii. 185. 
Haliburton, Mark, i. 187, 
Haliburton, (Sir) Walter de, i. 210. 
Haliburton, (Sit) Walter, married Mar- 
jory Douglas, widow of Duke of 
Rothesay, i. 134. 
Haliburton, (Sir) Walter, mediates 
between Douglas, March, and 
Albany, j. I40. 
Halidon Hill battle, i. 67, 74. 
William of Douglas (viiL ) slain at, i. 
67, 7S. 
Halifax, Lord, reply 10 Queensbetry 

(lxxxii.).ii. 273. 
Halsey, Bishop of Leighlinn, ii. 6t. 
Hamilton, Allied Douglas- Hamilton, 
13th Duke of, ii. 3i6. 
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HaniUton, Anne. Duchess or, wife of 

1st Eorl pfSdUrk llxvi.|, ii. aoo. 
Hamilton, (Lord) Basil, ii. »6. 
Hamilton Castle surtenders lo Angus, 

ii. 136. 
Hamilton, (Colonel ) Chailes, second to 

his btliEr in duel, ii. 214. 
Kami 1 [on, (Lord) Claud, 1st Loid 

Fa.ls\ej, i. z68 ; ii. 1S6. 
In England, ii. 144. 
Lands forfeilcd. i. Z77' 
Hamilton, (Lord) Douglas, action 

against Stewart -Douglas (Ixxvl. ), 

ii. 145- 
Hamilton, Dunbar, of Baidoon, 4lh 

Eail oT Selkirk, ii. 104. 
Hamilton, 4th Dukeof (lnJti.)— 
Created English peer, ii. ziz. 
Killedinducl, ii. 213. 
Leaderofjacobite opposition, iL 378, 

279. 
Treatment of followers, ii. 209, aSa. 
HamllloD, 5lh Duke of, action against 

Stewan-Doi^las (Ixiri.), ii. 244, 

245- 
Hatnillon, Gavin, Lady GUmis" posses- 
sions given to, it. loz. 
Hamilton, (Sir) James, defeated in raid 

ofjedwood. ii. 73, 74. 
Hamilton, (Sir) James, Lord of Cadiow, 



L 163, 164, iSS, 241. 
At Stirling, L 1S3. 



Changes sides, ii. 16, i3, 23. 

Deserts Douglas (xxi7.),i. 190, 191. 
In Rome, i. i6g. 
Marriage, i. 154. tS6. 
Hamilton, (Lady) Jane, 3fd wife of 
Archibald Douglas, ii. 305. 



Hamilton, John, claimant of Arbroath 

abbacy, ii. isS. 
Hamilton, (Sir) John, of Cadzow, 
married Jeao Douglas, i. 232, 235. 
Hamilton, (Lord) John, ii. 163. 
Ctenled Martjuess, ii. 175. 
In England, li. 144, 145. 
Lands forfeited, i. 277. 
Hamilton, Lady, znd wife of Archibald 

Douglas, ii. 205. 
Hamilton, Margaret, wife of Angus 

(IxiL), ii. ife, 193- 
Hamilton, Ma^aret, wife of— 
(I) James Johnstone. 
(21 Angus (lv.),ii. 130. 
Hamilton, ( Lady} Maiy, wife of znd Earl 

Queensberry (Uui.), ii. 264. 
Hamilton of Bouiwellhaugh 
Moray, i. 265, 277. 



Hamilton, Sir Patrick, killed, ii. 74, 78. 
Hamilton, Sir William, ii. 205. 
HHrda, Sir Andrew de (Earl ofCailUle), 
victory at Borotighbridgc, i, 53. 



Hastings, Sit Edmund dc, i. 39. 
Hastings, Sir John de, custodian of 

Brodick Castle, i. 33, 
Hawick Barony, ii. 250. 
Hawick burned, i. 143. 
Hawick church, Ramsay seited in, i. 

Hawick, Douglas, Lord of, ii. 260. 
Hay, Anne, wife of Sir Jan ~ 



Douguj 

Hay, (Sft) John, 3td Lord Yester, 
married Elizabeth Douglas: an- 
cestor of Marquess of Tweeddale, 
ii. 52. 

Hay, Margaret, wife of William, Earl 
of Angus (xxxix.), ii. 8, 11. 

Hay of Drummelziet mafried daughter 
of Lady Kingston, i. 137. 

Haye, Gilbert de la, at Mcthven, i. 31. 

Haielside, i. 34. 

Heathcote, Bridget, wife of 15th Earl 
Morton, ii. 1S5. 

Hemingburgh, estimate of Bruce's fol- 
lowers, i. 36. 

Hemingburgh on Sir Archibald Doug- 
las, i. 73. 

Henry 11. expels Flemings from Eng- 

Henry II 1. aj^ints r^cncy in Scotland, 



Complaints to Albany of Douglas, L 

139- 
Gives safe ■ conduct lo Douglai 

(IxxviL), ii. 348. 
Invades Scotland, i. 131. 
Henry v. grants discharge of Scottish 
hostages, i. 140. 

At St. Andrews, i. 196. 
CoBvenlion with Angus, ii. 19. 
Sends letters to James 11., i. 182. 
Henry vii., agieemcnt with Angus, ii. 
37,38. 



INDEX 
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Henry viii. — 

Angus intrigues with, ii. 59, 62, 77, 
79, 82. 

Distrusts Douglases, ii. 1 16. 

Pensions to Douglases, ii. 100, loi. 
Hepburn,. (Sir) Adam, takes Dunbar 

Castle, ii. 10. 
Hepburn, (Sir) James, killed, ii. 194. 
Hepburn, (Lady) Jane, wife of — 

(i) John, Master of Caithness. 

(2) Archibald Douglas (xxxvii.), i. 

293. 
Hepburn, John (see St. Andrews, Prior 

of). 
Hepburn, (Sir) John, killed, ii. 194. 
Hepburn, Margaret, wife of 6th Earl of 

Angus, ii. 64, 127. 
Hepburn, Patrick, slain at Nesbit-Moor, 

i. 136. 
Hepburn, Sir Patrick, of Hailes, i. 

75. 
At Otterbum, 1. 109. 

Herdmanston acquired by Sir Archi- 
bald de Douglas (iii.), i. 16. 
Hermitage Castle, ii. 17, 39. 
Delivered to English, ii. 37. 
Reverts to Crown, i. 229. 
Heron, Lady, ii. 43. 
Henries, Andrew, married Janet 

Douglas, ii. 46. 
Hcrries, (Sir) Herbert, of Terregles, i. 
171. 
Keeper of Lochmaben, i. 193. 
Henries, Lord, at Langside, i. 264. 
Herries, Maxwell, Lord, ii. 252, 253. 
Attempts to arrest Douglas, ii. 257. 
Bailie of Lincluden, ii. 255. 
** Hership of Buchan,*' i. 39 and note, 
Hertford, Eail of (see Somerset, Duke 

of). 
Heywood, Mrs., on Lady Jane 

Douglas in Utopia^ ii. 239. 
Highland held by Norsemen and Celtic 

chie&, i. 2. 
Holland, Anne, wife of Earl of Douglas 

(xxiv.), i. 202. 
Holland, Richard, Buke of the Hcwlat^ 

i. 175, 198. 
Holyrood Palace — 
Burned, ii. 115. 

Morton accused in, i. 278 ; ii. 136. 
Riccio murdered in, i. 255. 
Sacked, i. 54. 
Holywood Abbey, i. 118, 12^. 
Lady Jane Douglas buned in, ii. 

Home, Alexander, ii. 38. 
Home, Alexander, 1st Earl, Ewesdale 
granted to, ii. 51. 



Home, Alexander, 1st Earl, married 

Christian Douglas, widow of 

Laurence, Master of Oliphant, ii. 

165. 
Home, (Sir) Alexander, of Douglas, i. 

144. 
Home, Anna, pays for printing 

Historit of the Douglases^ u. 192. 
Home, Anna, wife of James Douglas, 

i. 285. 
Home, Charles Alexander Douglas 

Home, 1 2th Earl of. Baron 

Douglas, i. 13 ; ii. 246. 
Restores tombs in St. Bride's Church, 

i. 17. 
Home, (Sir) David, of Wedderbum, 

married Alison Dou|[las, widow of 

Robert Blackadder, li. 53. 
Home, David, Prior of Coldingham, ii. 

62. 
Home, nth Earl of. Baron Douglas, 

married Lucy Montagu, ii. 246. 
Home, George, of Spott, i. 285, 290. 
Home, (Sir) George, of Wedderbum, ii. 

135. 
Home, James, Earl of, married Jean 

Douglas, ii. 183. 
Home, John, kills Archdeacon Black- 
adder, ii. 62. 
Home, John, pays for printing His- 

torie of the Douglases^ ii. 192. 
Home, Lord, i. 269, 271. 
Takes up arms for Queen Mary, iL 
132. 
Home, Lord, Great Chamberlain of 
Scotland, ii. 47, 56, 66. 
Executed, ii. 70^ 
Welcomes Albany, ii. 69. 
Home of Cowdenknowes, ii. 103, 
Home of Wedderbum, ii. 74. 

Kills de la Bastie, ii. 71. 
Homildon Hill battle, i. 136 ; iL 7. 
Honorius ill., i. 14. 
Hooke, Nathaniel, French envoy, ii. 
211. 
Arranges rising, ii. 285. 
On Hamilton (IxxL), ii. 212. 
Horsley, Sir Roger de, defends Berwick 

Castle, i. 49, 50. 
Howard, Lord, at Flodden, ii. 55. 
Howpaslet estate, ii. 260. 

Drumlanrig's sheep killed at, iL 261. 
Hume, David, of (^odscroft — 
Account of siege of Abercom 

quoted, i. 188. 
In London, ii. 138. 
History of the Douglases^ i. 7 ; ii. 
192 ; Quoted on — 
Angus (xliii.), iL 43, 4$. 
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Hume, VftxiA—Ifiilory eflhi Douglases, 
quoted on — cenliniitd. 
Angtu (ilv.) at Floddcn, ii. 51. 
Angus at TanlAllon, ii. 97. 
Angus crowning James 111., ii. t?. 
(Sii)Aichibald Douglas, i.114, 133. 
Black Douglu' sons, i. 66. 
Burning of Elgin, i. 176. 
Convenlion bciwecn Henty 

Angus, ii. 19. 
Douglas and Onitiis fert% i. 31. 
Eieculion of Cochrane, IL sS. 
Fainily of Ear] of Douglas (xi. ), 1. 

93- 
Feud between Black and Red 

Douglns, ii. 13. 
Hamilton and Douglas [xijv.), i. 






Hen 



1. and Douglas (xxiv.). 



of 4th Earl of 
Morton (XEtvi.). i. 349. 
James Douglas (xxxvi,). boyhood, 

i. 246, Z47. 
Marriage of Angus (Ixii.), ii. 186. 
MurdeiofSir David Barclay,!. 334. 
Robeil Btuce, i. 114. 
Sir William de Douglas, " Long- 

le§." i. 16. 
William Douglas, i. aio. 
William's Cross, i. 78. 
Origin of his History, iL 1 79. 
Stoiy of Alison Ehiuglas, ii. 53. 
Sloiy of Morton and Angus, ii. 134. 
Hunsdon, Lord, Queen Eliiabedi's 



Letle. 



I. 143. 



I. 391. 



On Archibald Doi^li 
sS;, 291. 

On ancst of Northumbcrlond, ii. 161. 
Huntingdon, Earl of, military demon- 
stration on Border, i. 3S0, 
Himay, Earl of— 

At St. Andrews, il 140, 

Be^eges Arbroath, ii. 13S. 

Created Maitjuess, ii. 17^. 

Murders Earl o( Moray, li, 168. 

Rising, ii. 153. 

Subscribes confession of faith, ii. If j. 

Takenprisoner at PinTcie, ii. I3i. 
Hunlly, Earl of, at Brechin and Dun- 

kinly, i. 176. 
HuBtly, Earl of, contract with 41b 

Earl of Angus, ii. 3Z. 
Hunily, Earl of u. no. 

SMn at Corrichie, L 353 

Success at Hadden Rig, i 



Inddlgbsci Act, ii. 267. 

Influenza, i. 333. 

Ingtis, William, duel with Thomas 

Slrulheia, i. 132. 
Innes, Cosmo, 00 — 

Douglas charters, i. 209. 

Kni^t of Liddesdale's mil, L 337. 

Name of Preskin, i. 10. 
Innes Family, arms, i. 13. 
Innes, John, of Leuchars, L 285. 
Innocent ill., i. 14. 
Invetary Castle, ii. 243. 
Inveravon Castle dismantled, L tS8. 
Inverkcithing looted by Douglas, L 

83- 
Inverkip burned, i. 187. 
Inverness burned, ii. 10. 
Inverurie, Robert Bruce ill at, I 3S. 
Ireland, military situation in (1316}, L. 

I'- 

Irish chionicles, i. I. 
Irvine, submission of, i. 37, 
Irvings, action against, ii. 88. 
Isabel, wife of— 

(1) James Douglas (ni.), i. 99. 

(3) Siijohnde Edmonslone, i. III. 
Isabella, Queen, at York, i. SI- 
Iite of Mao, i. Sj. 
I»(J Ckstle besieged, i. 145, 

Tacobiti reaction, ii. 379. 
Jacobites and Union, iL 309. 
Jacobites in France prepare to invade 

Great Brilaio, ii. 280, 
Jamil Dimglas ballad, iL 119. 
James 1. of Scotland- 
Assassinated, i. 153 ; ii. II. 

Charter to Douglas (IxxviL), ii *4g. 

Letter to Albany, i. 143. 

Tolicy, L 151. 155, ij6. 

Prisoner in England, 1. 139, 143. 

Retam to Scotlanil, i- IJl. 
James 11. (Englond)- 

Airan (Ixii.) biihful to, ii. 307. 

Confers with Quecnsbetry and Perth 
on Scottish albirs, ii. 27a 

Correspondence with Duke of Queens- 
beny (Ixxxii), ii. 266. 

Trealment of Quccnsbeny (lixsii.), 
ii. 272. 
James )]. {"Fiery Face") — 

Crowned, i. 152. 

Killed at Roxburgh Castle, i. 196: 
ii. 16, 349. 

Letter to Charles VII., i. 174, tSo. 

Makes war on Douglas, L 188, 19a, 






m- 



. 168, i8t. 




As ruler, u. 24. 

Chartet lo Sir Wallet ScoH, iL 287. 

Crowned at Ketso, ii. 17. 

FoHods Chapel Royal, Stiilingt ii. 3'- 

Marriage, Ii. 23, 31. 

Murdered, i. 301 ; n. 35- 

Puts Albany and Mar in priion, i. 

198. 
Seized at Linlithgow, i. 241 ; ii. 93. 
Story of Angus and, ii. 33. 
James tv. crowned at Scone, ii. 35. 

In Eskdale, ii. 41. 
Jame5V.,ii. 65,67, 73, 77- 

Besides Queen Margaret id Stirlu^ 

Castle, li. 95. 
Besieges Taotallon Castle, iL 98. 
Bond with Lennox, ii. 85. 
Coerces Earl of Morton to re^gh 

earldom, 243' 
Crowned at Stirling, ii. 44. 
Death, ii. 107. 
Guardians, ii. S3. 
Proclamalion against Douglases, ii. 

96. 
State of kingdom during his mgo, L 

242. 
Waylaid at Melrose Bridge, ii. 351. 

At Drumlanrig, ii. 262. 

Attitude towards Archibald Douglas 

(iiivii), L 890, 292. 
Captured, ii. 139, 163. 
Conduct to rebel earls, ii. 1 70, 1 72, 



176. 
Crowned at Stirling, i. 263. 
Disputes succession of 9th Earl of 

Angus (Ivii.). il IJI. 
Ecclesiastical policy, ii. (42. 
Friendship for Angus (Ivi.), ii. 149. 
In Stirling, ii. 145. 
King-craJt, ii. 140. 
Letters to Lairdof Lochleven, ii. 163. 
Jardine, (Sir) Alexander, of Applegirth, 

married Lady Margaret Douglas, 

Jardine, (Sit) Humfcey 

Jardine, John, of Applegirth, married 

Margaret Douglas, iL 259. 
Jedbur^^ 
Burned, i. I42. 
Muster at, i. loj. 
Raid at, i. 48. 
Wrecked, ii. 120. 
Jedburgh Forest, L 52, 69, 76, 94 i i 
6. la, II- 
Douglas (ksvui.) in, l 116. 
Given to Scott of Buccleugh, ii. 97. 
Owned by Sir James Douglas, L 52 
VOL. IL 



Jedburgh. Lord, guardian to Duke of 
Douglas (Ixiiv.), ii. 230. 

Joanna, Queen of David II., i- 60, 71, 
76. 
Death, i. 83. 

Jocelyo, Bishop of Glasgow, grants 
charier to monks of Kelso, i. 6. 

John II. sends subsidy lo Scotland, 

i. 79. 

John xxil., embassy 10 Kobett Bruce, 

>■«■ 
John XXII. lays Scotland under inter- 
John^ of Fordun, History of Scotland, 

John of Logic receives Annandale 

lands, i. 86. 
Johnson, Thomas, married Margaret 

Douglas, i. 94, 
Johnston, Laird of, at Sark battle, 

L 178. 
Johnstone, Chevalier, A. D.C. to Prince 

Charlie, ii. 337. 
Johnstone, James, isl Earl of Hattfell, 

married Ma^aiet Douglas, ii. 

263. 
Johnstone, James, jun., ii. 130. 
Johnstone, John, married Nicholas 

Douglas, ii. 259. 
Johnstone, 1st Einrl of Annandale, 

ii. 303. 
Married Lady Henrietta Douglas, ii. 

197. 
Johnstonesand Maxwells, feud between, 

ii. 174. 

Keck, Anthony IVacy, married Lady 
Susan Douglas, 11. 3.1$. 

Keith, Agnes, wife of Archil^ld Doug- 
las of Glenbervie, iL 150. 

Keith, Anne, wife of Morton (Ixi.), ii. 
183. 

Keith, Elizabeth, wife of Gavin Doug- 



las,ii 



IS4- 



Kcith, (Sit) Robert de. commands 
cavalry al Bannockbum, i. 43, 45. 
Keith, Robert, Loid, married Elizabeth 

Douglas, i. 242. 
Keith, (Sr) William de— 
At Berwick, i. 50. 
Brings back Bruce's heart, i, 64. 
Kellow, Richard de, Kshop of Durham, 

L47. 
Kelso, James 111. crowned at, iL 17. 
Kelso Monastery, i. 234. 
Kelso wrecked, ii. 120. 
Kennedy, (Lady) Anne, wife of Earl of 

Selkirk (liix.), ii- 20*. 
Kennedy, (Sir) James, ii, 7. 

U 



1 



3o<5 in: 

Kennedy, Jane, at Lochleven, ii. 15S. 
Kennedy, Janet, ii. 40, 47, 54- 
Kcnncdy, (Sii) John, ariesled, i. 151. 
Kennedy, Loiii, afiteement with Lord 
Fleming and Sir James Boyd, i. 



Kennedy, Lord, 



I England, 



Kei, Andrew, of Ceasford, ii. 17. 
Ker, (Lord) Charles, guardian to Duke 

of Douglas (Ixxiv.), iL 230. 
Ker, Geo»e, arrested, ii. 16S. 
Ker, Isabel, wife of ist Earl of Qoeens- 

berryUxux.), ii, 263. 
Ker, (Captain) John, murdered, ii. 

233- 
Ker, Mark, rcceirei Preston, 11. 97. 
Ker, Mary, wife of James Douglas, 

commendator of Melrose, ii. 165. 
Kei, (Lady) Mary, wife of Marquess 

Douglaa (lnii-), ii- 2141 »30- 
Letter to Lawric, il 215. 
Ket of Femiehirst, iL 73. 
Forfeits Oxnam, ii. 133. 
Ker of Kcrslaod, QuEeosberry's advice 

to, ii. 185. 
Kci, Ralph, of Primsideloch, ii. 50. 
Kers of Femiehirst claim to hold courts 

in Jedburgh Forest, ii. 186. 
Kilblain battle, L 315. 
Kildrummie, Aihol tries to capture, i. 

214. 
Kildrummie Castle, i. 32. 
Killiecrankie, ii. 239. 
Kilmalaman, i. r59- 
Kilmamock lands granted to Angus, 

"■ 39. 49- 
Kilmarnock, Mowbray (alls into ambush 

near, i. 37. 
Kilsyth bailie, ii. 190, 263. 
Kilwinning, brawl in Abbey, ii. 41. 
Kineardine, William de, i. 23;. 
Kingston, Alexander Seton, Viscount, 

married Eliiabeth Douglas, i. Z37. 
Kingston, ist Viscount, married Mar- 
garet Douglas, iL 200. 
Kinnoul, Gwirge, and Earl, married 

Agnes Douglas, iL 1S3. 
Kiikaldy of Grange — 
Death, L 273. 
liangE prisoners, i. 2G8. 
nol£i Edinburgh Castle, i. 365, 271, 

273- 
Reply to R<^ent Morton, i. 272. 
Rescues Maitland, i. 265. 
Kiikcudbright, a royal burgh, i. 195. 



Kirkcudbright, John, and Lord, maniet 

Janet Douglas, ii. 263. 
Kirk-o' -field, Uamley murdered at, t 

. ^S9- , 
Kirkpatrick, Alexander, i. 200. 
Kirkpatrick, Sir Roger, i. 77. 
Kirkpatrick, Thomas, of Closebom, iL 

2S9- 
Kirkurde lands, i. 231. 
Kirriemuir entrusted to Sir Robert 

Graham, ii. 17. 
Kittlcbank, Douglas, 4th Lord 
Drumlanrig, slain at, ii. 250. 
Kiitlebank, James, Earl of Dougki 

(niv.), captured at, i, 20O. 
KnoUys, Sir Francis, i. 266. 
Knox, John, i. 266. 
Attitude towards Maty Qaecn of 

Scots, i. 269- 
Death, i. 271. 

Draws up confession of faith, L 251. 
Knyghton on William Douglas, i. 67. 

La Rochkllk, i. 144, 150. 

Confederate lords at, ii. t6j. 
Lafayette, Marshal de, at Vemeuil, L 

US- 
Latog on ^eal of Hugh of Douglaa, i. 

70. 
Lalain, Jacques de. L iSi. 
Lalain, Sir Simon de, i, 181. 
Lamberton, Bishop of St. Andrews — 
Compact with Robert Bruce, i. 30. 
Lanark, Edward ll, at, L 40. 
Lancaster, Arthur, Earl of, rebels, i 

S2. 
Lancaster, Henty, Duke of. Earl 0/ 

Moray, i. 8z. 
Lancaster, John of Gaunt, Duke of, 

i. 91. 
Invades Scotland, i. 92, 101. 
Lancaster, Thomas, Earl of, WardCD of 

Marches, i. 48. 
Long, Andrew, on conduct of house of 

Douglas, ii. 45. 
Lang, Andrew, on Douglas (xxviii,), 

Langholm W Arkinholm). 
ringside tsttle, i. 364. 

Drumlanrig (tii.) at, ii. 253. 
Lansdowne, tst Marquess, account of 

Duke of Douglas, iL 243, 
Laigs, battle of, i. 2. 
Lascelles, Lady Frances, wife of John 

Douglas, ii. 185. 
Lasswade Parish Church, i. 231, 235. 
Lauder Bridge, afbir of, ii. 36. 
Lauder, Sir William, of Ilaiton, bringi 
Douglas (ix.), L 171. 
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Lauderdale, Eax\ of, Secretary of 
State- 
Measures against Presbyterians, ii. 

201. 
On Scots Regiment, iL 195. 
Law, William, instructs Angus in Pres- 

bjrterianism, ii. 176. 
Lawrie, William, Tutor of Blackwood, 
ii. 219 and note, 225. 
Discharged, ii. 226. 
Layton, Sir Bryan, ii. 116. 

At Ancrum Moor, i. 249 ; ii. 117. 
Leith— 
Besieged, i. 251. 
Captured, ii. 113. 
Lennox and Morton at, i. 268. 
Lennox, Countess of, renounces claim 

to Angus' estates, i. 253. 
Lennox, Donald, 6th E^rl of, ii. 9. 
Lennox, Duke of, ii. 218. 
Lennox, Earl of, ii. 78, 83. 
Bond with James v. , ii. 85. 
Enters Edinburgh with Angus, ii. 80. 
Fortifies Dunbarton, ii. 1 10. 
Joins Queen at Dunfermline, ii. 86. 
Kising, ii. 36. 
Lennox, Earl of, marries Margaret 

Douglas, ii. ill. 
Lennox, Earl of, Regent, i. 259, 265. 

Murdered, i. 269, 277. 
Lennox, Esm^ Stuart, Earl of — 
Heads Catholic party, i. 277; ii. 137, 

163. 
Receives part of Morton estates, i. 
282. 
Lennox, Ludovic, Earl of, ii. 167. 
Lennox, Malcolm, 5th Earl of, i. 32. 

Slain at Halidon HiU, i. 75. 
Lennox, Margaret, Countess of, ii. 127, 
130, 134, 164. 
At Henry viii.'s Court, ii. 131. 
Lesley, Bishop of Ross, ambassador in 
Mary's interest, i. 259, 266. 
Letters to Pope (forged), i. 279, 288, 
On mob, i. 251. 
Leslie, Agnes, wife of 7th Earl Morton 

(Iviii^, ii. 165. 
Leslie, Margaret, wife of Angus (Ivi.), 

H. 133. 137, 149. 

Leven, Lord, commands Queen's forces 
in Scotland, ii. 211. 

Liddel, Sir James, mission to England, 
ii. 29. 

Liddel, Sir James, treats with North- 
umberland, i. 199. 

Liddesdale, ii. 6, 17, 29, 39, 49. 
Delivered to English hy Angus, ii. 

37. 
Dispute about lands of, L 77. 



Liddesdale — continued. 

Reverts to Crown, i. 229. 

Wasted, i. 142. 
Lilliard's Edge, i. 91. 
Lincluden — 

Douglas (Ixxxiv.), Provost of, iL 

255- 
Duchess Margaret's tomb in, i. 148. 
Nunnery, i. 125. 
Lindores, Douglas (xxiv.) at, i. 201 ; 

buried at, ii. 31. 
Linlithgow — 
Edward 11. at, i. 40. 
James ill. seized at, i. 241; ii. 23. 
James iv. at, ii. 38. 
Queen's partisans at, ii. 84, 86. 
Linlithgow, 2nd Lord, married Mary 

Douglas, ii. 181. 
Lindsay, (Sir) Alexander de, joins Wal- 
lace, i. 26. 
Lindsay, Alexander, married Jean Lyon, 

widow of Angus (Ivi.), u. 150. 
Lindsay, Beatrice de, wife of — 
(i) Sir Archibald Douglas (x.). 

(2) Sir James de SandUands. 

(3) Sir William Tours. 

(4) Sir Duncan Wallace. 

(5) Sir Patrick Hepburn, i. 75. 
Lindsay, (Sir) James, of Crauford, i. 

232. 
At Otterbum, i. no. 
Lindsay, Janet, wife of 6th Earl of 

Douglas, i. 157. 
Lindsay, John, Lord, lands bestowed 

on Douglas (xlviii.), ii. 96. 
Lindsay, John, of Balcarres, ii. 150. 
Lindsay, Lord, reception of French 

knights, i. 100. 
Lindsay, Marjory, wife of Sir Henry 

Douglas (xxix.), i. 227. 
Lindsay of Pitscottie {see Pitscottie). 
Lindsay, Patrick, 6th Lord, of Byres, 
ii. 157. 
At Lochleven Castle, i. 262. 
Challenges Bothwell, i. 261. 
Gives James horse, ii. 34, 35. 
Separates Morton and James Stuart, 
1. 279. 
Lindsay, (Sir) Walter de, entertains 

Edward i., i. 23. 
Lindsay, (Sir) William, of Rossie, i. 134. 
Lintalee, af&ir of, i. 48. 
Lintalee Tower, ii. 12, 17. 
Livingston lands, i. 208. 
Acquired by Sir Archibald de Doug- 
las (iii.), i. 16. 
Livingstone, Alexander, 5th Lord, i. 
241. 
Married Agnes Douglas, i. 242. 



Livinptooe, (Sii] Alnanda, Eomnar 
of Stuling Cullc U 153, 154. iSj, 
Livingscone. (Sir) I>m«, i. 163, 191. 
Exspct iiom Blackneu Castle, L 

Livinguxme, John, of CalUnder, mar- 
tied Afnes Douglas, i. 3J2. 

Legacy, i. 234- 
Uvingitonc. Lord — 

At LADcside, i. 264. 

In London, i. z66. 
LivingRonc^ bll of. i. t68. 

(Ste ftlso CnwTorl, Eailt o£.) 
Luch Ferj^s, i. 119. 
Lochindott Casile beu^ed, i. 315. 
Lochlcven Ci^e — 

Besi^ed, i. 114. 

Mu]F Queen of Scots imprisoned in, 
L tf>2 ; esspe* from, u. 159. 

MorloQ at, i. 376. 

Nonhutnberland prisoner in, i. 270 ; 
iL 160. 
Lochmaiien Culie — 

Captured, i. 92. 

DougUi and Albany at, L soo. 

Lochmabensiane battle, i. 178, 

Account or, L 203, 
Lochnaw Castle, ii. 249. 
Lockhatt, Sit Geo^, teply lo Mel- 

fon's chatges, ii. 371. 
Lockharl of (^tnwath, Commissonet 

On Hamilton (tiii.), "- 3il> ^}S- 
Lockhatt on DtutnUntig (Ixxiiii.) re- 

noundne allegiance to James, ii. 

276. 
Lockharl, Robina, wife of tst Eail of 

Forfar (Ixriii.), ii. 300. 
Loekhan, Sir Simon, brings bock 

BiBce's heart, i. 64 and aeft. 
Lockhaii, Sit William, of Carstoirs, 

nuuried Lady Isobet Douglas, 11. 

Lomond, Loch, i. 33. 

Languevine, i. 150. 

Lords of the Congregation, Morton 

joins, i. 350. 
Lorn, John of — 

At Glen Ttool, i. 36. 

A< fass of Btandet, !. 40. 

Attacks Bruce at Dairy, i. ^3. 

Inveils Duoaverty Castle, 1. 33. 

■ t^"" 



Lothian coalfield, 

LoUiian, MatqueS) of, ii. 324, 326. 

Guardian of Duke of Douglas (Ix '~ 



I. 330. 



Loudon Hill, bottle d, i. 37. 

Louis XI., aim^cmeni with Heniy vi., 

Louis XI. shelter? .Uliony, L 198. 
LooU xiT. vaataxi Scots Reeiioeni, 
=^- 194. 



Lucas, Anne, wife of — 
(t) Edward Caiy. 
(3) Archibald IXjugla^ a. S05. 

Lucy. Sit Antony de, liid oiv Annan- 
dale, L 211. 

Lomphannan, Macbeth slain at, i. z. 

Lundio, Sir Richard de, Joitu E^lisb, 
L 27- 

Lmcrobonrg, Marechal, defeats Wil- 
liam lit. at Stdnkirk, ii. 2J0. 

Lyie, Loid, rebels, ii. 33. 36. 

Lyie, Robert, married Eliubeth Dotie- 
Us, u. 46. 

Lyon, George, ii. loj. 

Lyon, Jean, wife of — 
(l) Robert Douglas. 
(3) Angus 0".). ii- '49. "65. 

Lyun, John, ii. 103 ; decapitated, U- 
104. 

Lyon, Sit Thomas, of Aoldbkr, manicd 
Eut^emia Douglas, iL 165. 

Lyoti, Vliilliam, ii. 101. 

Macalpine, KenneCh, monarch of 

Albon, i. 2. 
Macartney, General, second lo Mohnn 

Macaulay, Lord, on Perth's inrention 

of thumb-screw, ii 271. 
Macbeth stain at Lumpbaiinan (1054). 

M'Btiar, John, murdered, ii. jsa 
Macclesfield, Lord, leaves Mohun his 

Macdonalds at war with Campbells, iL 

105. 
Maedouall of Galloway at Glen Trool, 

i. 36. 
Macdooalls of Lorn, i. 33. 
MacGill, James, emho^ to LiMdon 

L266. 
Mackenrie, Alexander, of KQcoy, ii, 

1 54. 
Mackenzie, Kenneth, married JaDet 

Douglas, ii. 154. 
Macleans war with Campbells, iL loj. 
Moclellan of Bombie, i. 171. 
Magnus, Dr., English ambasKuIor, iL 

79. Bo, 83, 99. 
On Angus and Beaton, ii S7, 95. 



Magnus Redbeard at Sark, i. 178. 
Mnitland, Sir John, Chuicellor, U. 146. 
MaitUndotHatloc, ii. 201. 
Msittand quoted on Teud betwecD 
Hugh de Douglas and I'atlon 
Purdie, i. io. 
Mailland, Sir Richard, OQ Sir Archi- 
bald Douelas (xiii.), i. 117. 
Maitland, WiUjam, of Lethington — 

Arrested, i. 264. 

Death in prison, i. 273. 

In Edinburgh Castle, L 265, 271. 

In [floi to murder Riccio, L 255. 

riot against Damley, i. aS7' 
Malcolm Canmore — 

Marriages, i. 2. 

raramount in PJ. Britain, L a. 

Slain near Alnwick, i. 3. 
Malcolm IV. (the Maiden) settles dis- 
turbed districts, i. 4. 
Malcolm, grandson of LubuJi, rising 

Mamgarvey, Donald Ban defeated 

i. 8. 
"Mamraet, the," i. 131. 
Mar, Alexander Stuart, Eail of — 

Married Isabel Douglas, widow of 
Sir Malcolm Diummond, i. 94, 96. 
Mar, Donald, Earl of— 
At Wenrdale, i. 58. 
R^nt, i. 7J. 
Slain ftl Dupplin, i. 72. 
Mar, Earl of, death, i. 198; iL 25. 
Mar, Earl of. Regent, i. 269; it. 161. 

Death, i. 271, 
Mar, Earldom of, Appendix A, 

95-98- 
Mar, Isabel, Countess of, i. 96, 11 

li. S. 6. 
Mar, Jane Mackenzie, Countess of, 
letter to Marcjuess Douglas, ii. 
224. 
Mar, John Erskine, Earl of, ii. 139, 
140, 141, 145, '63- 
Seiies Stirling Castle, I. 276, 
Mar, Margaret, wife of— 
(I) Earl of Douglas (xi.), i. 81, 93. 
(a) Sir John de Swinion, i. 93. 
Mar, Thomas, ijlh Ear] of, manied 

Margaret Stewart, ii. 3. 
Mar {sM also Stuart), 
March, Countess of, " Black Agnes of 

Dunbar," i. 215, 229. 
March, Geoige, 11th Eail of, i. 105, 
'5'. 233- 

Alliance with Hotspur, i. 131, 



■5 Douglas (xxx.), i. 230. 



Match, George — ciMitittued. 

Claims Annandale lands, i, 86, 89. 

Lands forfeited, i. 156 ; iL 10. 

Legacy, i, 234. 

Opposes Douglas (xL), L 87. 

Political vagaries, i. 103. 

Quarrel with Robert 111., i. 123, 

Reigns Annandale, i. 140. 
March, Patrick Dunbar, Ear! of, i, 
214. 

At Borough Muir, i. 212. 

At Neville's Cross, i. 223. 

Blockades Perth, i. 72, 

Lays Spalding's letter before Biuce, 
Lso. 

Raids Northumberland, i. 217, 

Shelters Edward 11., i, 46- 
Maigsret of Scotlind, death, I. 23. 
Margaret, Queen, wife of 6lh Earl of 
Angus, iL 56, 59. 62. 6s, 127. 

CUiros custody of her sons, iL 69. 

Death, iL 105. 

Divorce, ii. 81, 83, 94. 

Duplicity, ii. 81, 83, 

Makes terms after Avonmote, ii. 

S;. 

Marries Heniy Siuan, ii. 94. 
Kegoiiaiions with Angus, iL 80. 
Partisans, ii. 72, 84. 
Schisms between Angus and, ii. 71, 
77. 
Margaret, wife of Archibald, 4lh Elarl 
of Douglas (ivi.), i. 129, 146. 
Tomb, i. 148. 
Margaret, wife of Malcolm Canmore, 

Marie de Gueldrcs, marriage with Ed- 
ward IV. proposed, L 197. 
Mannaduke, Sir John Flti, i. 39. 
Mar^r of Guise, Queen Regent, i 248 ; 
ii. 125. 
Garrisons Leith, i, 251. 
Sends for Earl of I.cnnox, iL 110. 
Mary Queen of Scots — 
Abdicates in &.vour of her son, L 

263; u. 157. 
Correspondence with Bishop Leslie, 

i. 286. 
Escapes from Lochleven, i. 263 ; 

iL 159. 
Escapes to Dunbar, 1. 256. 
Executed, ii. 147. 
In France, L 251. 
Lands at Leith, i. 252. 
Marriage to Edward VI. projected, 

iL loS, 112, 122. 
Mairied Bothwell. i. 260. 
Married Damtey, i, 253 ; ii, 136. 
Surrenders, i. 261. 



Sark 



(3) Sir Gitberl de Umfniville, ii. 3. 
Matilda, widow of Simon, Earl of 

Nonhampton, mwried David of 

ScolUnd, i. 4. 
Matilda, wife of Heniy 1., i. 3. 
Majiwell, Angus, wife of Williun 

Douglas ofPinieiie, ii. 157. 
MuTwell. Edward, of Crostoun, mur. 

Maxwell, (Sii) Etuiace, ofCulavcrock, 

i. 7a. 
Mixwell. (Sit) Herben, i. iji. 
Maxwell, Heibert, Loidl, j 

battle, i. 178. 
Maxwell, Jane, wife of William Douglas 

of Drumlaniig, ii. 249. 
MaxweU, John, 8ih Lord, EatI of 

Mocton, i. 24s ; ii. 146, 164. 
Muried Eliiabelh Douglas, ii. 130. 
Receives eaildom and land of Moi- 

ton, i. aSt. 
Rising, iL 145, 147. 
Maxwell, John, Master of, at Kinle- 

bank, i. 300. 
MaxwtU, (Sir) John, of Carlavcrock, 

L 105. 
Maxwell, (Sir) John, of PoUok, at 

OtCerbum, i. 109. 
Maxwell, (Sir) John, of Tcitegles {sec 

Henics, Lord). 
Maxwell, John, taken prisoner at Sol- 
way Moss, ii, 107. 
Maxwell, Margaret, wife of Angus (1.), 

il 110, 127. 
Maxwell, Robert, 4Ch Lord, married 

Janet Douglas, li. 351. 

Maxwell, Robert, Sth I,ord— 

Obtains his liberty, ii. 1 10. 

Provost of Edinburgh, ii. 96. 

Taken prisoner at Solway Moss, ii, 

107. 
Maxwell, Robert, 6th Lord, mamed 

Beatrix Douglas, i. 245. 
Maxwell, (Sir) Robert, of Dinwiddie, 

murdered, ii. 257. 
Maxwells and Johns tones, feud between, 

ii. 174- 
Mclfbrl, John Dniramond, Earl of, ii. 

ChargesBgBinstQueensberry(lixxii.), 
ii. 273. 
Melforl on Order of the Thistle, ii. 207, 
Mclok, Richard, i. 235. 
Melrose — 



Melrose Abbey — 

Bruce's heart buried ii 
Burned, i. 105. 
Douglas tomli in, ii. 
Knight of Liddesdalc burii 

226. 
Melton, Wiiliam dc, Aichbisbc 

Vork, i. 47. 
At Myton-on- Swale, i. ji. 
Melville, Andrew, leads Presbyiei 

i. 375. 
Melville, James, UtarynnoUd on 

bytenans, ii. 142. 
Melville. (Sh) James, on plot to n 

Ricdo, i. 254. 
Melville, (Sir) James, on Rc^eqb 

ton, L 271, 274. ^J 

Menteith, Eail o^ alain at Hi 

Hill, i. 75. ■ 

Menteith, (Sir) John, constable cf. 

burton, i. 33. 
Menteith, Margaret, Countess of, i 
Meriadec, Hervf , Lord of Longuc 

i. iSl, 
Methven, battle of, i. 31. 

Sir James Douglas (vii.) at, i. rf 
Methven, Heniy Stuart, Lord, M 

87.95- ^ 

Mariiea Queen Margaret, iL 94.' 

Middleton, General, expedition, ii. 

MiJdntay, Sir Walter, i. 266. 

Mohun, Lord, duet with Ham 

(lxxi.),ii.2i3. 
Mollance lands, i. 195. 
Monck, General, ij. 200. 
Monfode, ^ncs, wife of John Dou 

Monmou^'s rebellion, ii- 207. 
Montagu, Jane Margaret, Lady, 

246. 
Montgomerie, Lorge, in Scotland 

trS. 
Montgomery, (Sir) John de, i. 105, 
Montgomery, Lord, i. 24t. 

Arrested, L i;t. 
Montgomery, Robert de, i. 16. 
Montrose, Duke of, ^th Earl of C 

ford, laniis forfeited, ii. 40. 
Montrose, Eail of, ii. 137, 140. 
Reconciliation with Angus, ii. 1.4 





aja. 
Moray, An<^iew de, joins Wallace, i. 
27. 

Moray, (Sir) Andrew, of Bothwell, Re- 
gent, i. 214. 
Defllh, i, 215. 

Taken pri»iner at Roxburgh, i. 73. 
Moray, James, Earl of, ii. 40, S4. 
League with Arran and Beaton, ii. 
9S- 
Moray, James Stuart, Earl of. Regent, 
i. 247, 263 ; ii. 156. 
Assassinated, i. 263, 277 ; ii. 161. 
Interview wilh Mary Queen of Scots, 
i.2S6. 
Moray, Joonru, wife of 3id Eatt of 

Douglas (liii,), i. 118. 
Moray (Murray), origin of oame, i. 6. 
Moiay, Thomas Randolph, 3rd Earl of, 
i. 7a, IDS, >7S. 
At battle of Bannockbum, J. 42, 44, 



At Borough \ 
At Neville's Cross, i. 
At Otlerbum, i. 109. 
Captivity, i. 213. 
Captures Edinlju^h Coslle, i. 41. 
Death, i. 71. 

Raids into England, i. $x, 53, 57. 
Regent, i. S'. 71- 
Rinlry wiUi Douglas, i. 50. 
Taken prisoner, i. 31, 40- 
Morays of Bothwetl, founder of, i. 6. 
Mordauni, Lord (Eatl of Peterborough), 

duel with Arran, ii. 206. 
Mordington, Charles, Jth Lord, ii. iSo. 
Mordington lands, dowry of Agnes of 

Dunbar, i. 230, 236. 
Mordington, Lord, protest on behalf of 

znd Marquess Douglas, ii. 21S. 
More, Reginald, Exchequer Account, 

i. 67. 
More, Reginald, marries Mnry of Doug- 
Mortimer, Katherine, murdered, ii. 3. 
Morton Castle and lands, L 330, 236, 

241,244. 
Morton, Earl of (je« Maxwell, John, 

8th Lord). 
Morton, 4lh Earl of (raxvi.), R^ent, 
i. 271. 
Executed, i. aSi ; ii, 125, 138, 139. 
Morton, James, iSlh Earl, President 
of Royal Society, ii. 1S4. 
Guardian to Duke of Douglas (Uxiv. ), 



Morton, Joan, Countess of, i. 23S. 
Morton, Sholto George WaHon Doug- 
las, 20th Earl of, iu 185. 
Mouswald estate, ii. 253. 
Mowbray, Sir Alexander de, i 212.. 
MowbrajF, Sir John de— 

Falls into ambush, i. 37. 

Lands rorfetted, 1. Z30. 

Slain at Annan, J. 73. 

Warden of Annnndale, i. 39. 
Mowbray, Sir Flilip de, governor of 
Stirling Castle-^ 

AtMethven, i. 3I. 

Otier to Edward Bruce, i. 41. 

Warning to King Eduittd, i. 43, 46. 
Mute, Eliiabeth, wife of Robert II., i, 

89, 1S6. 
Murray (Moray) — 

Origin of name, i. 6. 
Murray, Charles, of Cockpool, ii. 254. 
Murray, (Lord) George, ii, 23;. 
Murray, Hon. Helen, 3rd wife of Sir 

John Sleuart, ii. 240. 
Murray, (Sir) James, of Philiphaugh, ii. 

216. 
Murray, (Captaio) John, organises rising, 

ii. 2S0. 
Murray, (Sir) Patrick, of Pittidinoes, ii. 

226. 
Murray, Wilhelmina, wife of James, 

Lord Douglas, ii. 246. 
Musgrave, Sic Thomas, captured at 

Melrose, i. 90. 
Myton-on-Swale, iSghl at, i. SI. 

Nafibr, Barbara, tried as witch, ii. 

■48, 153- 
Narbonne, Vicomlc de, at Vemeuil, 1. 

»4S- 
Neidpalh Castle, ii. 273. 
Nesbit-Moor, i. 136. 
Nevill, Sir Robert de, combat with 

Douglas, i. 49. 
Neville's Cross, i. 223. 
Knight ofliddesdalc taken prisoner 

at, i 76, 224. 
Newark Castle, i. 166. 
Newbaltie Monastery, L 62, 233, 234. 

Burned, i. 105. 
Newlands Church, i. 23;. 
Nicksons, action against, ii. SS. 
Niihsdale, 4th Earl of, married Lady 

Lucy Douglas, ii. 197. 
Norfolk, Duke of. Casket Letters shown 

Norfolk, Duke of, executed, i. 270. 
Norfolk, Duke of, intercepts Doi^lases, 
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Norfolk, Duke of, on fate of Douglases, 

ii. 104. 
Norbiim Castle besieged, i. 60, 79. 
Norham Castle captured, ii. 43. 
NonnftD barons owe Rllcgianee to Kings 

of England and Scotland, i. 4. 
Nonnviville, Thomas de, L 23. 
Xonhamplon battle, i. 195. 
Nocthamplon, Earl of, Wuden oT 

Matche5, i. 80. 
Northampton, treaty of, i. 60, 71. 
Northumberland, expedition into, ii, 

'■*■ 
Northumberland, Heniy, ist Earl of, 
at Alnwick, i. 107. 
Ravages Tweeddale, i. 89. 
Northumbetland, Heniy, 8th Earl of— 
EiecHled at York, i, 271; ii. 161. 
i'tisoner in Locbleven Castle, i. 270 ; 
iL 160. 
Northumberland, Percy, Earl of — 
At Homildan Hill, 1. 136. 
In Berwick, i. 158. 

Ogilvib, Walter, Lord, married Mary 

Douglas, ii, 165. 
Ogilvy of Innerquharily, i. 165. 
Ogle, Robert de, at Weardale, i. jS. 
Ogle, Sir Robert, bums Dunbar Caslle, 

i. 167 i ii. 14. 

Old Meldrum, Buchan defeated at, 1. 

39- 
Oliphant, Anne, wife of Sir James 

Douglas (Ixiil), iL 180. 
Otiphant, Elizabeth, wife of— 
(Ij Angm (Ix.). 

(a) James Hamilton, iL 166, 180. 
Oliphant, Laurence, ist Lord, ii. 48 
Oliphant, Laurence, Master of, married 

Christian Douglas, ii. 165. 
Olipliant, Lord, b Rome, i. 16 
Oliphant, Lord, taken prisi 

Solway Moss, ii. 107. 
Olivers, action against, iL 88, 
Omnii lerra, i. 31. 
Orkney and Zetland gnuited to Morton 

(1«.}, iL 183, i4 
Orkney earldom, ii. zoj. 
Orkney, Edmund Fitimauricc, 7th Earl 

Orkney, Henry Si. Clair, Earl of— 
Advice to Itouglas, i. 141. 
Married Egidia Douglas, i. 128. 
Orkney, William St. Clait, Earl o^ 
i. 128. 
Married EHiabeth Douglas, widow 
of Sir Thomas Stuart of Mar, 
il46. 
Order of the Thistle revived, ii. 207. 



Ormond earldom, ii. 317. 

Ormonde, Duke of, joins Prince of 

Orange, iL 276. 
Ormiston, Andrew de, i- 69. 
Osmyn, Prince of Granadi, i. 6j. 
Oiterhani, ballad, 1. IIO. 
Olterburrt battle, i. 29, loS. 
James, Eatl of Douglas (xii. ], ijain at. 



I. 109, 1 



I- 247- 



Paislby, Abbot of, iL So. 

Fanmurc, Earl of, married Lady Uai- 

garel Douglas, iL 206. 
Pass of Brander, battle of, i. 40. 
Paterson, William, Daricn sdieme, 

ii. 377. 
Patten on battle of Pinkie, ii. 121. 
Peacock of the North (jw NeviU, Sir 

Robert de). 
Pembrohc, Aymer de Valence, Earl 
of— 
At Bannockbum, i 45. 
At Glen Trool, i. 36. 
Attacks Bruce at Loudon Hill, L 37. 
Attacks Scots at Methven, L 31, 
Pennant, Jnliana Isabella Maty, (rifc 

of Edwsrd Douglas, ii. 185. 
Penrhyn, Baron, ii. 1S5. 
Percy, Sir Henry de, i. 37. 
Percy, Hotspur— 
Alliance with March, i. 131. 
Joins Glendower, i. 138. 
Taken priMiner at Olterbum, L 109. 
Warden of East March, L t05, 106. 
Percy, Heniy — 
At Neville's Cross, i. 233. 
Taken prisoocr at Sark, L 179, 
Percy, Heniy, son o( Hotspur, L 142, 
Percy, Eail, Sheriff of Ayr, L 36. 
Percy, Sir Ralph, i. 107. 

Taken prisoner at Olterbum, i. 109. 
Percy {set also Northumberland, Earl 

ol). 
Perth besieged, 1. 215. 
Perth Castle, i. 41. 

Perth, James Drummond, ^rl of. 
Chancellor of Scotland, ii, 270. 
Invents thumb -screw, iL 271. 
Penh, James, Dulte of, i. 201. 

Married Lady Jane DougUs, ii. 197. 
Perth, pacification of, i. 373. 377, 
Perth, trial of rebel carls at, ii. 170. 
Pettinain, i. 159. 
Philip of France invites Bruce 10 join 

Crusade, i. 40. 
Philiphaugh battle, ii. I91, 2O4. 
Pinkie battle, ii. 121, 156. 
Pinkie Tower, ii. 113. 
Pi perdcan bailie, iL n. . 
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Pitotim. emlMiqr to London, i. 266. 


Ramsay, Sir WilliMo, of Colluthie, i. 


Pttscotde on— 


79. 


Angus, ii. 17. 94. II4- 


Taken prisoner at Poitiers, L 1 15. 
Ranald oftbe Isles, i. 196. 


Douglas' (iK.) rale, i. 169, 170. 


James at Flodden, u. 43- 


Murdered, i. 221, 


James 11. and Bishop Kennedy, L 
190. 




Lauder Bridge, ii. 37. 


Mission 10 Edinburgh, i. 279, 288. 


Satk laltte, i. 178. 


OnEarlofMorton, i. 252. 


Siege of Abercom quoted, L 18S. 


Randolph, Thomas (wi Moray, Earl 


Solway Moss, ii. 107. 


oO. 


Wedding o( Angus (lii) and Mar- 
garet Leslie, ii. 133. 


Raploch Moss, English defeated at, i. 
36. 


Kttendreich estates, 1. 285; ii. las, 


Rathlia Isle, Sii James Douglas in, i. 


134- 


33- 


Forfeited, L 247. 


Rattray, 1. IM. 


Pittenweem Priory, i. 272. 


Redman, Sir Matthew, governor of 


Plague, L 91. 


Berwick, i. 109, 


Poitiers, balUe of, i. 80, 115. 


Reformers' Covenant, i. 251. 


Archibald, Earl of Douglat (xiii.). 


Renfrew, Edward 11. at, i. 40. 


taken prisoner at, i. 115. 


Renwick, James, issues Apologetical 


Portland Tower bnmed, L 107. 


Declaration, ii. 268. 
Riccio, David, murdered, i, 255; ii. 




13a, IS7, 252. ' 


towards, L 375. 


Richard II., j. 91. 




Invades Scotland, i. 102. 


if. 279. 


Richmond, Earl of. at Blland. i, 55. 




Richmond, Sir Thomas de, slain at 


Prisoners, bte of, ii. 371. 


Jedbu^h, i. 48. 
Riddell, John, on WiUiam Douglas, i. 


Purdie, Patton, feud with Hugh de 
Douglas, i. 20. 


Robert the Steward (Robert it.), i, 77. 


QtJSSNSBEKRY, descent of dukes and 


213- 




Accession, i. 87. 


Queensbeny, 3rd Duchess, and Lady 


At Neville's Cross, i. 223, 


Jane Douglas, ii. 232. 


Crown settled on, i. 51. 


Queensberry, 4th Duke of, "Old Q.," 


French expedition and. i. loi. 


ii. 273. 285. 


Grants licence to Sir James Douglas 


Sketch of, ii. 286. 


(«^), i. 230. 


Queensberry dultedom, iL 204, 2S7. 


Grants to Sir Henry Douglas (ixix.), 


Queensberry, Sir Percy Shollo Douglas, 


i. 228. 


Heir of Bruce, i. 82. 


9th Marquess, ii, a&S. 


His family,;. 86, 88, 105, ia6. 


Quilt lands, 1. 33P. 


Marriage, i. 186. 




Reconciles Douglas (oviiL) and 


Ragman Roll, i a6. 


David n.,i. 219. 


Raid of Dumfries, ii 174. 


R-^ent, i. 76, 215. 


RddofRuthven, ii, 139, 163. 


Robert III., i. 77. 


Ramomy, (Sir) John de, L 134. 


Creates dukedom, i, lai. 


Ramsay, (Sir) Alexander de, of Dal- 


Grants to George Douglas, Earl of 


woisey, i. 314. 


Angus, ii. S. 


At Berwick, 1. 91, 


Rokeby, (Sir) Thomas de, at NevUle's 


At Borough Muir, i. 312. 
At Piperdean, ii. 11. 


Cross, i. 223. 


Rokeby, Thomas de, scouts at Wear- 


Captures Roxburgh Gutle, i. 218. 


dale, i. 58. 


Married Isabella Douglas : ancestor 


Roreson, Thomas, married Janet Car- 


of Earl of Dalhousie, iL 20. 


ruthers, ii. 253. 




Ros, Sir William M. (of Hamelakc). ^^ 


Ramsay, John (w Bothwcll, Lord). 


Guardian of Scotland, i. 39. ^^^^^M 

1 
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Roslj-n Mooi. L _I49- 

Assembly at, ii. iiS. 
RoK, Alexander, Duke or, ii. 34, 67, 
Rou, Eai\ of. Lord of [be Isles, i. 168, 

187. "96, 197- 
Ross, Carl of, slain at Halidon Hill, i. 

Ross, John, ofHalkhead, i. 181. 
Ross of Mounlgrennaii, mission to 

Ei^laiid, ii, 32. 
Rothes, George, 4th Earl of, 11, 138, 

141, 165. 
Msmed tuiet Douglas, widovr of 

DavidScoit. iL ai. 
Rothes, Norman Leslie, Master of, iL 

At Ancnim Moor, ii 117, 
Rothesay, David, Duke of, L liz. 

Character, i. 134. 

Commands at Edinbui^h Castle, L 
13a. 

Death, 1. 135. 

Ljeiitenant of Kingdom, i. 13^ 

Muried Maiiorie Douglas, 1. 123, 
130. 
Rouen tieaty, ii- 50. 
Roxbuigh Outle, i. loi, 142, 196, 316 ; 

Captured, i. 4I, 21S. 

Siefc of, ii. 16. 

Winiam Douglas at siege of, ii. 249. 
Roxburgh, Earl of, on Hamilton as 

Commissioner, iJ. 210, 
Roxburgh, Robert, Earl of, manied 

Isabel Douglas, ii. 165, 183. 
Roxburgh, treaty of, i. 73. 
Royal Scots Regiment, iL 195. 
Buglen catldom. ii. 204. 
Rutherford of Femietoun holds Long- 

newton Caslle, ii. 160. 
Ruthven, Lord, at Lochleven Castle, 

i. 263. 
Rulbven, Patrick, Lord, mairied Janet 

Doi^las, ii. 127. 
Ruthven, William, Lord of, ii. I57, 

ISS. 
Ruthven, (Sir) Wdiiam, married Lady 

Catherine Douglit>i, ii. 197. 
Ryan, Loch, Alexander and Thomas 

Bruce at, i. 34. 

Sack AVBRELL impeached, ii. 312. 
Sadleyi, English ambassador — 

At TantaUon, ii. 113. 

Quoted on 4ih Earl of Moiton, i. 

Sir George Douglas and, ii. 1 1 1. 
St. Andrews Castle, ii. 160. 

James vi. at, ii. 140. 



St. Andrews, John Forraan, Archbishop 

of. U. 42, 58, 71. 
St. Andrews, John Hepbun), Prior of, 

ii. 36. S6. 66, 80. 
St. Andrews, Kennedy, Bishop of, i. 
196, 240 ; ii. 7, 13. 
Designs for Mary Sluart, iL 33. 
Excomrouiucates Douglas' party, i. 

i6S- 
Influence over King, 1. t68, 1E5, 190. 
League against Douglas, i. 169. 
St. Andrews, Patrick Graham, Bishop 

St. Andrews, Sharp, Archbishop of, ii. 

'95- 
St. Andrews, Wardlaw, Bishop of, i. 

231. 
St. Bartholomew massacre, its eOect in 

Scotland, i. 269. 
St. Bride's Church (j« Douglw 

St. Sir, Beatrix, wife of 7th Earl of 

Douglas, i. i6{, 180. 
St. Clair, Mat^aret, wife of Thomas 

Stewart, ^rl of Angus, ii- 34. 
St. CUir, Sir WiUiam de, Douglas tries 

St Clair (JM Orkney, Earis of). 

Sain I -Germain, Chevalier Sainl-Getirge 

at, ii. 279. 
Saint -Germain des Prfe — 
Angus' (It.) tomb in, ii. 179. 
Earl and Countess Dumbarlon buried 

in, ii. 196, 
Monument to James Douglas (Ixv.) 
"■ 194- 



SL Ninians, L 43- 

Saltoun, Lord, in Rome, L 169. 

Sampson, Agnes, tried as witch, tL 

,48. 

Sandilands, 1. 35, 

Sandilands, Sir James de. Lord of 
Calder, ii. 5. 
Ancestor of Lord Torphichcn, i. 75, 
Mission to Mary Queen of Scots, L 



251. 



Sanquhar, Lord, bail for Provost Doug. 

las. ii. as7- 
Sark battle (Lochmabenstane), i. 178. 

{Set also Lochmabenstane.) 
Sauchie battle, ii. 35. 
Scailh Moor, i. 47. 
Schevez, Archbishop, L 341. 
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Scone — 
Alexander ill. crowned at, i. 18. 
Robert Bruce crowned at, i. 31. 
Seven provinces of, ii. 2. 
Scoti of Piacenza, arms of, i. 12. 
Scotland — 
Civil war in (1567), i. 260. 
Delivered to Edward i. as Lord 

Paramount, i. 23. 
English and French alliances, ii. 70, 

78. 
Feeling against Union in, ii. 210. 
French faction, ii. 1 10. 
In 1^14, ii. 66. 
Making of, i. i. 

National and English parties in, i. 18. 
Rebellion of 1480, ii. 33. 
Treaties with England, ii. 1 12. 
Truce with England, i. 57. 
Scots Regiment of Douglas, ii. 194, 

198. 
Scott, David, married Janet Douglas : 
ancestor of Dukes of Buccleuch, 
ii. 21. 
Scott, (Lady) Frances, wife of Lord 

Douglas, ii. 246. 
Scott, (Sur) Francis, of Thirlestane, ii. 

226. 
Scott, Janet, wife of Douglas, 5th Lord 

of Dnimlanrig, ii. 250. 
Scott, John, apprehends Douglas 

(xxiii.), i. 181. 
Scott, John, Canon of Inchcolm and 

Vicar of Aberdour, i. 238. 
Scott, Sym, of Arkyn, ii. 50. 
Scott, (Sir) Walter- 
Albany and Douglas in Fair Maid 

of Ferth^ i. 135. 
At Douglas Castle, i. iii. 
On Bake of the Howlat, i. 175. 
On James v.'s remorse, ii. 106. 
Scott, (Sir) Walter, of Branxholm and 
Buccleuch, ii. 79. 
At Ancrum Moor, ii. 117. 
Attempts to capture James, ii. 86, 

251. 
Married Margaret Douglas, u. 130. 
Saves Morton from bemg murdered, 
i. 269. 
Scottish Commissioners on Union, ii. 

210. 
Scottish dukes created, i. 122. 
Scottish peers in House of Lords, ii. 

212, 216. 
Scott's clan, bond between, ii. 260. 
Scrope, Ardibishop of York, at Neville's 

Cross, L 223. 
Seafield, Chancellor, signs Treaty of 
Union, ii 211. 



Second Book of Discipline passed, i. 
275. 

Secondary titles, ii. 206. 

Selby, Sir Walter de, i. 222. 

Selkirk, iL 6. 
Burned, i. 142. 

Selkirk earldom, ii. 204. 

Semple of Fulwood, married Margaret 
Douglas, widow of Robert Craw- 
ford, ii. 61. 

Seton, (Sir) Alexander de, holds Ber- 
wick for David 11., i. 73. 

Seton, (Sir) Christopher de, at Methven, 

i. 3i« 
Seton, Lord — 

Assists Mary Queen of Scots to 

escape, ii. 159. 

Escorts Mary Queen of Scots to 

Dunbar, i. 256. ' 

In Rome, i. 169. 

Seton, Mary, at Lochleven Castle, ii. 

158. 

Shakespeare, Henry iv, quoted, i. 

138. 
Shank, Alexander, of Castlerig, married 

Isobel Douglas, ii. 155. 

Sharpe, C. Kirkpatrick, on — 

Duke of Douglas and John Ker, ii. 

233- 
Lady Jane Douglas, ii. 239. 

Lady Margaret Jardine and Lady 
Katherine Douglas, ii. 264. 

Margaret, Duchess of Douglas, ii. 
240. 
Shaw of Sauchie, Castellan of Stirling, 

ii. 33, 35. 
Shaw, Sir Richard, at Borough Muir, 

i. 213. 
Shelbume, 2nd Earl {see Lansdowne, 

1st Marquess). 
Sherborne, Prince of Orange at, ii. 

276. 
Sheriffmuir, Duke of Douglas (Ixxiv.) 

at, ii. 231. 
Shrewsbury battle, i. 138. 
Sibbald, Isabella, wife of — 
(i) 4^1 Earl of Angus. 
(2) Sir Robert Douglas (xliv. ), ii. 

20. 
Sidney, Sir Philip, ii. 144. 

Arcadia, ii. 130. 
Simon of Spalding betrays Berwick, i. 

49. 
Sinclair, Eleanor, Countess of Athol, i. 

202. 
Sinclair, Oliver, commands at Solway 

Moss, ii. 106. 
Sinclair, Patrick, ambassador to Henry 

VIII., ii. 99. 
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Sixtus IV. inviies Eail of Moitua to 

join Crusade, i. 238. 
Skelton, Umpoons od Albanj', ii. 77. 
Stnith, Thomas, Idllcd in duci, i. 141. 
Soltlaw, Thomas, murdered, ii. 357. 
SolwBy tioss battle, ii. 106. 
Solway of Kinmoot, Baron, ii. 388. 
SomeiseC, Duke of — 

At Pinkie, ii. 133. 

Invades Scotland, i. 248; ii. 114, 

Scotch address lo, ii. 118. 
Soaxrvile, Lord, taken prisoner at 

Solwny Moas, ii. I07. 
Someivilte ofCainbusnethan, a. 83. 
Soulis, Sir William de, L 47. 

Ltids forfeited, i. jz. 

Raids in England, i. 46. 
"Spanish Blanks," iL 16S. 
Spencer, Anne, wife of Archibald, 

Duke of Hamilton, ii. 3l6. 
SpTDie, episcopal see, L 14. 
Stabilgorton Barony, i. 52. 
Slaflbrd, Lord de, lays waste Douglas- 
Standard, bottle of the, i. 4. 
Sieinkirk, Angus (IxxiiL) killed at, ii. 

230. 
Steuart, Sir George, ii 240. 
Sleuart, Sir John, married — 

(1) Lady fane Douglas, ii 336, 337. 

(3) Hon. Helen Murray, ii. 240. 
Steuut, Sir Thomas, of Bolcaskie, ii. 

Steuart- Douglas, Archibald, ist Lord 
of Douglas (luxvi,}, ii. 236, 140. 
Heir of Duke of Douglas, ii. 843. 
Sketch of, ii. 344. 

Stewart, Alan, Lord of Ochiltree, be- 
stows I.Bngnewton on Sir Henrj- 
Douglas (xxix. ), i. 337. 

Stewart, Alexander, of Gatlies, married 
Elizabeth Douglas, widow of John, 
Sth Lord Maxwell, ii. 130. 

Stewart, Andrew, garrisons Dunkeld, 
ii.58. 

Stewart, EUiabeth, wife of Douglas of 
Drurolanrig (li- — '' ' " — 



Earl Queensbetry, ii. 364. 
Stetnrt of Gatlies taken prisoner at 

Solway Moss,ii. [07. 
Stewart {st^ also Stuart). 



Besi^ed, i. 30. 

Convention deposes Regent Morton, 
i. 276. 



Stilling — amrinucd. 

Douglas (ix.) murdered U, L 173. 
Douglas (xiiv.) bums, L 1S3. 
James 111. founds Chapel Royal, ii. 



• I4S- 

Stirling, battle of, 1. 28. 
Stirling Castle- 
Besieged by Edward Bruce, i 41. 
Queen Margaret at, ii. 67, 95. 
Seiicd, i. 276 ; ii. 141, 
Stirling, Kalherine, wife of Earl of 

Angus (itiii), ii. 40, 47. 
Strachan, Robert, married Sarah Doug- 
las, ii. 15s. 
StcBthavon, i. 159. 
Siralhbogie Castle destroyed, iL 171. 
Stralhbogie raided, i. 176, 
StnUbem, Malise Graham, Earl of— 
Deprived of earldom, i. 185. 
Hostage in England. L iSfi. 
Stratherne, i 159. 
Strulhers, Thomas, duel with Wlliam 

Inglis, i. 122. 
Stuart, (Lad^) Anna, wife of Angus 

(liiv.), ii. 197. 199. ai7. 
Sluart, Elizabeth, wife of Sir William 

de Douglas (vi.), i. 21, 18. 
SluMt (Stewan) Family- 
Intermarriages with Douglases, ii. 8. 
Origin of name, i. 6. 
Sluart, Heniy {sa Melhven, Lord). 
Stuart, (Sir) Junes, married Queen- 
mother, i. 154. 
Stuart, Joanna, wife of 1st Earl of 



Morton, i. 24J, 245. 
Stuart, Margaret, 1. 93. 
Stuart, Mary, wife of — 

(1) Earl of Angus. 

(2) Sir James Kennedy. 

(3) William, Lord of Graham, 

(4) Sir William Edmonstone, ii. 7. 
Stuart, {Sir) Thomas, of Mar, i 

146. 
Sluart, (Sir) Thomas, of Mar. married 

Elizabeth Douglas, widow of Earl 

of Bucbao, i. 146. 
Stuart, Waiter, condemned to dcktfa. 



Sutly, Henri dc, taken prisoner i 

Biland. i. 55. 
Sunderland Barony, ii 12. 
Sunderland, Robert, Earl of, U. 315. 

Sumaraei, i 6, 64. 
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Surrey, Earl of — 
Account of John, Duke of Albany, 

ii. 57. 
At Flodden, ii. 43. 

Surrey, Earl of, defeated at Stirling, i. 
28. 

Sutherland, Earl of, raids Northumber- 
land, i. 217. 

Sutherland, Earl of, slain at Halidon 
Hill, i. 75. 

Sutherland, William, of Dufiiis, i. 
285. 

Sweetheart Abbey, i. 123. 

Swift on Hamilton (lxxi.)» ii* 215. 

Swinton, (Sir) John de, i. 93. 
At Homildon Hill, i. 136. 

Swinton Manor, i. 67. 

Tailzeour, Sir John, parson of 
Cummertrees, inventory of muni- 
ments, ii. 258. 
Talbot, Sir Thomas, i. 131. 
Talla Moss, Lennox defeated at, ii. 36. 
Tantallon Castle, i. 164, 166. 
Angus in, ii. 9(6, 97, 100. 
Angus (Ivi.) removes valuables to, ii. 

137. 
Barony and Castle sold, ii. 226. 

Douglases offer to surrender, i. 248. 
Duchess of Albany imprisoned in, 

ii. 10. 
Held against James by Angus, ii. 38. 
Margaret, Countess of Angus at, ii. 4. 
Seized by Albany, ii. 69. 
Surrendered, ii. 199. 
Tempest, Peter, i. 226. 
Test Act, ii. 268. 

Suspended, ii. 275. 
Teviotdale reconquered by Douglas 

(xxviii.), i. 216. 
Teviotdale wasted, i. 142. 
Theobaldus Flamaticus receives g^rant 

of land, i. 9. 
Thirwall, Captain, warden of Douglas 

Castle, i. 35. 
Thoits, Sir David, married Lady Mar- 
garet Douglas, widow of Sir Alex- 
ander Jardme, ii. 264. 
Thorfinn, Earl of Orkney, supports 

Macbeth, i. 2. 
Thomhill lands bestowed on Sir James 

Douglas (xxx.), i. 230. 
Thrieve Castle, i. 166. 
Besieged, i. 194. 
Built, i. 119. 

Duchess Margaret at, i. 147. 
Tibbers Barony, ii. 250, 287. 
Tillicoultry, ii. 6. 
Toumay, siege of, i. 217. 



Tours Duchy granted to (i) Douglas 
(xvi.), i. 144, 152, 167. 
(2) Louis of Sicily, i. 148. 

Tours, Sir William, of Dairy, i. 75. 

Traill, Bishop, i. 134. 

Train, Joseph, story of siege of Thrieve, 
i. 194. 

Tranent Castle, i. 22. 

Treaty of Union signed, ii. 211. 

Tudor, Margaret {see Margaret, Queen). 

Tullibardine loyal to James, ii. 34. 

Tumberry Castle, L 34, 35. 

Tumbull, William, Bishop of Glasgow, 
joins league against Douglas (xx.), 
L 169; ii. 14, 31. 

Tweeddale — 

Douglas (vii.) in, i. 39. 
Gascons in, i. 47. 
Ravaged, L 89. 

Tweeddale, Marquess of, leader of coun- 
try party, ii. 279. 
Lord High Commissioner in Scot- 
land, ii. 281. 

Tweeddale, 3rd Marquess, married Lady 
Susanna Douglas, widow of Earl 
Dundonald, ii. 206. 

Tweedie, John, of Drummelzier, mtnr- 
d«rs Lord Fleming, ii. 78. 

TwyllyoU, Sir Robert, raid upon Esk- 
dale, i. 81. 

Tyler, Sir Thomas, Commissioner for 
Henry vii., ii. 37, 38, 

UcHTRED, Sir Thomas, slain at Bilaad, 
i. 55. 

Union controversy, li. 208. 

" Union Duke," 2nd Duke of Queens- 
berry (Ixxxiii.), ii. 281. 

Umfravifle, Gilbert de, Lord of Redes- 
dale, dispute with Sir William de 
Douglas (vi.), i. 20. 

Umfraville, Sir Ingelram de, L 39. 

Umfraville {see also Angus, Earl of). 

Urban v., i. 116. 

Urquhart, Adam, Hamilton's letter to, 
ii. 202. 

Utrecht, peace of, ii. 213. 

Valence, Aymer de {see Pembroke, 

Earl of). 
Vemeuil battle, i. 145. 

Archibald, Earl of Douglas (xvi.), 

and James Douglas killed at, i. 

146. 
Vienne, Sir John de, lands at Leith, i. 

100. 
Vigoleno fortress, i. 12. 
VilHers, Elizabeth, wife of Earl of 

Orkney (Ixx.), ii. 205. 



Viliieis, Elirabelh, wife of RobctI, glh 

Elail Morion, ii. 183. 
Vipont, Sir Alan de, at Lochleven, i. 



Whitworth, Steward of Macclesfield 

Fainily, ii. sij. 
Wigtown earldam sold, i. itS. 
William of KilmaroD, L aoS. 
William 111.— 

i r^ment for, ii. 



Wallace, Sir John, of Craigic, i. 161. 

At Saik battle, L 1 78, 179. 

Manied Eliiabeth Douglas, widow 
of Alexander Slewarl, il. 130. 
Wallace, William, heads revolt, i. 26. 
Walpole, Horuce, on l^th Eari Mor- 
ton's imprisonment, ii. 184. 
Walsingliam, Sir Francis^ 

Angus' (lyi.) letter to, iL 138. 

Mission to Paris, i. 36G. 

On plague in Scotland, i. 91. 

On Sir Archibald Douglas, i. 73. 

Promises to Archibald Douglas 
(xixviL). L 288. 
Wallet the Steward— 

At battle of Bannoekbuin, i. 43, 45. 

Betrothed to Matjorie Brace, 1. 47, 

Guardian of Scotland, i. 48. 

Holds Berwick for Bruce, i. Ji, 

On lands of Douglas, i. 8. 

^isues Edward 11., i. 55. 

Raids into England, i. J3. 
Wanton, Sir John de, killed at Douglas 

Castle, i. 38. 
Walk captured, ii. 43, 76. 
.Warkworth burned, i. 167; il 14. 
Wars of the Roses, I 188. 
Warwick, Earl of, at Pinkie, iL IM. 
Warwick, Earl of, besieges Alnwick 

Castle, ii. 19. 
Walstitker (Wcsterkirk) Barony, i. 



70. 
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Weardale camuign, i. 57. 
Wedderburn, David of, i. 1 
Weirdy. Thomas, i. 180. 
Wcmyss, I^dy Jean, wife of Angus 

(ixiv.), ii. 199,217. 
Wemyss, Sir John, married Margaret 

Douglas, li. 165. 
Westminster Convention signed, iL ag, 
Westmorland, Ralph Neville, Earl of. 

Joins Catholic rising, L 37a. 



i.) attitude towards, t: 



Angus (luxi 
328. 

207, 208. 
Douglas (b 



Queensbeny (IxuiL) offers crown to, 

u. 273. 
Rote in Scotland, iL 377. 
Welcomed bv Hamilton, ii. 203. 
William the Cooijuetot invades Scot- 
land, i, 3. 
William the Lion, i. 8, 14, 120. 
Williamhope (WilUam's Cross, Gabe- 

wood), i. 78. 
Wills, oldest, executed.by Scotsmen, L 

Wimund, rising undei, L 4. 

Winehbuigh, i. 46, 

Wishart, Bishop 0/ Glasgow — 
joins Wallace, L 27. 
Reception of Robert Bruce, L 30. 

Wishart, John, of Ballisycht, married 
Jean Douglas, iL ISJ. 

Witch-hunting, ii. 14S. 

Wodian on Duke of Douglas and John 
Ker, ii. 233. 

Wolsey, Cardinal — 

Angus intrigues with, ii. ig, 62. 
Convention with Angus, iL 78. 
Scotch policy, ii. 89. 

Worcester battle, iL 191. 

Wormeston, laird of, diflerence witb 
Drumlanrig (liL), iL 352. 

Wptton, Sir Edward, ambassador to 
Scolhuid, ii. 144. 

Wyntoun, Prior of Si. Serfs- 
Account of sack of Berwick, i. 25, 
Quoted on anns of Douglas and 
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Moray, i. 

David, Duke of RoibesBy, i. 
Douglas (li.) and Robert II.. 1, o/. 
Sir Archibald Douglas (xiiL), i. 12S. 

Vakmouth, Eail of, married Maiia 

Fagniani, ii. 2S6. 
Vetholm Church, tiuce raade U, u 106, 



Duke of Douglas, ii. 233, 234, 
Whittinghame lands, dowry of A 
of &unbai, i, 230, 236, 241. 



ZOUCH, Eleanor de, i 



ERRATA 



VOLUME I. 

Page 28, last line but two, for ** Hugh [yiiu] " read " Hugh [ix.]." 

28, last line but one,>r "Archibald [ix]" read "Archibald [x.]." 
47, five lines from bottom, >r " Balliol " read " Baliol." 
65, headline, /7r "DOUGLAS" read "BRUCE." 
75, line 13, for " Lord of Douglas [vii.] " read " Lord of Douglas [viii.].' 
1 14, line 27,>r " Good Sir James [viii.] " r§ad " [vii.].** 

VOLUME IL 

Page 12, line \%Jor " Good Sir James [viii.] " read " [vii.]." 

29, second line, fifr "Sir James Liddell" read "Sir James Liddel." 
138, line 7 from bottom, y&r "David Home" read "David Hume." 
155, last line, for " Auchenleck" read "Anchinleck." 
165, line iS,/or **Kerr" ««f "Ker." 



)i 



)t 



I) 



)) 



1* 



ti 



11 



n 



165, line 12 from bottom, for "Isabel, daughter of 7th Earl of Morton,' 
r^fflk/" 9th Earl." 

183, line 10 from bottom, fir " Isabel, daughter of 8th Earl of Morton/ 
r^odf "9th Earl." 

185, line S.^- " Halliburton " read " Haliburton." 

230, line 2i,/ar " Lady Margaret Kcr " read " Lady Mary Ker." 
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